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            Author’s Note

          

        

      

    

    
      This book is set in Australia and uses Australian words, phrases and spelling. For example, we say ‘Mum’ for ‘Mom’ and we spell some words with an ’s’ rather than a ‘z’. Some things are just a little bit different from what you might be used to. If you find yourself thinking, ‘that’s odd’, it might just be that it’s Aussie.
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            ONE

          

          
            No Mumble-Grumble

          

        

      

    

    
      Hurry up, Gus!’ Lina ran up Cassie’s front steps. She was holding her notebook. ‘We’ve got a lot to do today. And we can’t be late for any of it!’

      Gus the cat dawdled behind her. His mouth was moving, but Lina couldn’t hear what he was saying.

      Gus was the very first pet Cassie and Lina had ever pet sat. The girls discovered early on that Gus had a secret. He could talk, and the girls were the only ones who could hear him – but only when they were together!

      Lina straightened her budgie T-shirt and knocked on Cassie’s front door. Today was going to be an exciting day. Melina Mac, the host of the Barefoot Springs radio station, had invited Cassie and Lina to be interviewed on her show. The interview would take place at the library at 3pm, and they wanted to be ready.

      Lina’s notebook contained all the questions Melina Mac might ask. The girls were going to prepare their answers together. But before that, they needed to visit Connie the baker and pick up her pet, a beautiful macaw parrot named Trixie!

      Lina looked back at Gus, whose mouth was still moving. He was probably complaining. He always said pet sitting other animals was boring because cats were the best. Lina shook her head at him with a smile and knocked again.

      The door swung open and Cassie appeared. She was carrying a dustpan and brush.

      ‘I’m so glad you came early!’ she said, giving Lina a hug. ‘Everything is organised for pet sitting Connie’s parrot, but I’m so nervous about our radio interview!’ She wrung her hands together. ‘This is our chance to tell all of Barefoot Springs about pet sitting. But what if we mumble or say the wrong thing?’ She looked around. ‘Did you bring Gus?’
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      ‘Yes,’ Gus grumbled as he sulked at Lina’s feet. ‘I was happily watching a movie about a fierce pirate called Grey Beard when Lina dragged me off the rug. She said we had to come here to pet sit a silly bird. And practice for an interview!’ He scowled and licked his paw. ‘I don’t know what you’re so worried about. I could do the interview without any practice at all. I’d just tell everyone to pet sit cats. Cats are the best and aren’t afraid of anything! Especially grey and white cats, like, well… me!’

      ‘Oh, Gus.’ Lina scooped him into a cuddle. ‘You are purrrfect! But I don’t think Melina Mac interviews cats on her show. She’s a professional.’

      Cassie nodded, her eyes wide. ‘She’ll ask all sorts of questions. And she expects good answers.’

      ‘She’ll probably ask hard questions too,’ Lina added. ‘Like, “What’s your favourite pet?”’

      ‘That’s easy,’ said Gus. ‘A cat!’

      ‘We’ll need to speak very clearly,’ said Cassie.

      ‘I don’t mumble-grumble!’ mumbled Gus. ‘And we can’t use silly words,’ said Lina. Gus scowled. ‘Well, that sounds boring.’

      He leaped down from Lina’s arms and twitched his tail. ‘Watching Captain Grey Beard would be a lot more interesting.’

      Cassie leaned down and gave Gus a kiss.

      ‘We love you, Gus,’ she said. ‘And we’re glad you’re here to help.’

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            TWO

          

          
            A Pirate’s Pet

          

        

      

    

    
      Lina checked the time. ‘We’ve got to collect Trixie the parrot now. Are you coming, Gus?’

      Gus snorted, but he looked pleased and padded after the girls. They walked down the main street, to the little house behind the bakery where Connie lived.

      ‘Ahoy there, me hearties,’ Connie greeted them at the front door.

      The girls’ mouths fell open. They were used to seeing Connie in a white apron and a baker’s hat. But today she wore a black vest over a frilly blouse, a red skirt with striped tights, and long, button-up boots. A curved cutlass hung from her belt, and a pointed pirate hat was on her head.

      ‘She’s a real-life pirate,’ said Gus in wonder. But of course, only the girls could hear him.

      Cassie and Lina closed their mouths and followed Connie into the house. Everything inside looked exactly like a pirate ship. There was a ship’s wheel in one corner, treasure maps on the walls, and pirate flags hanging everywhere.
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      ‘Are you … a pirate?’ Lina asked.

      ‘Of course not, ye scallywag,’ Connie laughed. ‘I just love pirates and all piratey things. This ’ere is Trixie! She has a proper aviary outside, but this be her travelling cage.’ She led them to a bird cage. Inside the cage perched a beautiful red and green macaw.

      ‘It’s a real-life pirate’s parrot!’ said Gus, his eyes wide. ‘Captain Grey Beard didn’t have a parrot!’

      ‘Awwk,’ said Trixie. ‘Pieces of eight. Pieces of eight.’

      Lina giggled. ‘She talks!’

      ‘That she do, me hearties,’ agreed Connie. ‘She loves talking and exploring, finding treasure and nibbling your ear. She loves everything piratey.’

      ‘I love everything piratey,’ said Gus wistfully. ‘I’d make an excellent pirate cat. I could be fierce and fearless Captain Grey Gus sailing the high seas!’ He struck a pose with one paw.
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      Connie turned from the bird cage to a treasure chest and lifted the lid. ‘If ye dress like pirates, Trixie will be right at home,’ she said. ‘I’ll lend ye some clothes.’ She pulled a three-cornered pirate hat from the chest and handed it to Lina. Then she found another for Cassie and a pirate jacket, belt and striped socks for each of them.

      When the girls were dressed, Trixie gave a squawk. ‘Awwk,’ she said. ‘Thar she blows.’ ‘Sink me, seadogs!’ Connie exclaimed. She rifled in the treasure chest and pulled out a tiny eye patch for Gus.

      ‘Seadogs?’ said Gus in alarm. ‘I’m a pirate cat, not a sea dog.’

      ‘A seadog is a pirate, isn’t it, Connie?’ Cassie said as she tied the eye patch over one of Gus’ frowning eyes.

      ‘You’re too right there.’ Connie beamed and handed Trixie’s cage to Lina. ‘Now off ye go, I’ve got to pack for me journey. And girls, there be one thing ye mustn’t worry about.’

      ‘What’s that?’ asked Lina.

      ‘If Trixie flies off, she always comes back.

      Don’t ye worry.’ Connie waved goodbye and the girls set off with Trixie and Gus, dressed as pirates and ready to practice for their interview.
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