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World War II witnessed countless pivotal moments, but no single day resonates more deeply with its legacy than June 6, 1944, D-Day. Though the term “D-Day” was originally a generic military designation for the date of a planned operation, history has since claimed this one specific day as its own: the Allied invasion of Normandy, a daring and decisive act that marked the beginning of the end for Hitler’s regime. From the moment the United States entered the conflict, its leaders were adamant about launching an invasion of continental Europe to confront Nazi forces directly. Yet their British allies, embroiled in campaigns across North Africa, lobbied to focus efforts on the Mediterranean theater instead. The result was an initial series of American operations in North Africa, Sicily, and later Italy. But by 1943, as Allied forces ground to a stalemate south of Rome, pressure from American leadership and Joseph Stalin’s Soviet command intensified. The British ultimately relented, conceding that a full-scale invasion of Western Europe was not only inevitable but critical. At the time, no single leader had been appointed to mastermind this colossal undertaking. The Combined Chiefs of Staff responded by forming a dedicated planning group to assemble the logistical framework required for the operation. Heading this group was British General Frederick Morgan, whose appointment in April 1943 kicked off months of meticulous analysis and debate over the operation’s key components, its location, timing, and scale. 

After exhaustive deliberations, Normandy emerged as the chosen site for the invasion. Its proximity to England ensured sufficient air support from Allied planes, and its beaches held the potential to catch Germany off guard. German forces, deeply entrenched and bracing for an invasion at nearby Pas-de-Calais, the most obvious point of entry, would likely be unprepared for an attack along the rugged Normandy coast. The arrival of General Dwight D. Eisenhower as Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces in December 1943 marked the transition from preliminary groundwork to high-stakes action. With mounting urgency, Operation OVERLORD began to take shape. After reviewing plans for the assault, Eisenhower was convinced they were inadequate; he believed the initial proposal was simply too scaled-down to guarantee success against Hitler's formidable Atlantic Wall defenses. Together with British General Bernard Montgomery, his ground commander, Eisenhower launched a frantic campaign to amplify the operation’s firepower. 

They expanded initial troop counts from three divisions to five, significantly boosted airborne support, and demanded more landing craft to deploy larger forces onto French soil. The hunt for landing craft sparked a heated debate among Allied leadership, nearly derailing a separate amphibious assault dubbed Operation ANVIL, intended for southern France. Eisenhower also took decisive control of overall air strategy, a critical move that caused no small amount of friction among military brass. Believing air supremacy would be crucial to breaking German supply lines, Eisenhower implemented the Transportation Plan, reshaping how Allied bombers were utilized. Heavy bombers now focused their fury on railways and bridges across France, strangling German logistics and isolating troop movements in
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