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‘Animal minds are simple, and therefore sharp. The whole panoply of the universe has been neatly expressed to them as things to (a) mate with, (b) eat, (c) run away from, and (d) rocks.’

TERRY PRATCHETT
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[image: From the world of Terry Pratchett. Illustrated by Paul Kidby]



[image: A figure wearing a wizard hat and a long robe stands in front of a stone archway. The figure holds a small dragon in their arms. Behind them is a gate holding back many creatures and objects, including serpents and other fantastical elements. The archway above the gate has the words ‘Curiositates Biologicae’ engraved on it.]
[image: A slightly aged paper with a decorative header featuring a coat of arms. The document is a letter from Unseen University, with handwritten text. The paper has a watercolour background. The bottom left corner includes a signature and a name, along with additional handwritten notes. The letter invites applications for the vacant Curator position at the Curiobiological Museum. It details daily duties and expectations of the job, ideal candidate profile, and wage criteria. It also contains a section recommending Rincewind for the job and lays down additional expectations from Rincewind. It is signed by M. Ridcully with list of qualifications mentioned right below his name.]
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Almost anything can be a monster. If it’s chasing you, or you’ve disturbed its nest, or awoken it from a sepulchral slumber, or accidentally imagined it into existence or, really, come across it in any unexpected way, then it’s probably a monster.

Besides which, very few creatures are totally benign, and even then, there’s a decent chance you can trip over them, choke to death on them at a buffet, or have them drop on you accidentally from a great height. If at all possible, I’d recommend you steer clear and don’t touch anything that looks even slightly bestial.

Identification is all very well, but running away is almost always the most effective option and bypasses a lot of tedious counting of teeth and backbreaking measuring of footprints – which many creatures object to on a fairly fundamental level in the first place.

Occasionally, though, you’ll get a good look at the creature in pursuit of you, as you glance over your shoulder, cling desperately to a high tree branch, or dangle precariously from a cliff edge. At times like this, a smattering of trivia can make all the difference. I can’t promise it will save your life, but many of the Disc’s creatures have some level of sapience and at least they’ll be flattered or entertained that you know so much about them before making you their evening meal.

Failing that, keep this book with you: it can be used to beat to death anything no bigger than a sloth,fn1 burned as a temporary deterrent or stuffed into the jaws of any creature that only has one head.

Ultimately, I’d suggest you stay inside and do something safer, well away from the alarming array of horrors that Mother Nature has seen fit to scatter across the Disc.

I’ve written quite a bit in here about unpleasant creatures that I’ve encountered in my travels, but also included a few snippets from other prominent names in the field. To my disappointment, I’ve met several of the unpleasant experts and most of the creatures between these pages to boot. I have been chased by seventeen of them, bitten by four of them and partially digested by one of them. However, a few are still on my ‘to-escape-from’ list. No doubt I’ll come across the horrible buggers before long – these things normally happen to me.

I’ve tried to give useful information in addition to the rather dry contents of other so-called ‘experts’. Mostly, I have added important information about the crucial characteristics like voraciousness, viciousness and venomousnessness. And number of teeth, which on second thoughts feels like a very vital statistic when you’re doing the dental mathematics up close.

Rincewind

Egregious Professor of Cruel and Unusual Geography

Reluctant Curator of the Curiobiological Museum





STAR TURTLES

Chelys galactica

Great A’Tuin swims slowly through the interstellar gulf, holding the Discworld upon hisfn1 back. His ponderous limbs are coated in hydrogen frost and his huge and ancient shell is pocked with meteor craters.

Sometimes, in his slow journey across the shores of Infinity, he moves his country-sized head to snap at a passing comet and he has been known to perform languid acrobatics in order to avoid hazards to the Disc.

He – or she – is of course the only example of a star turtle we are able to examine up close.
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Perhaps the foremost expert on Great A’Tuin is the Archastronomer of Krull, the scientific leader of a curious people often involved in launching manned exploratory vehicles over the edge.
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Personally, I think this is a horrible way to conduct science.

[image: An illustration of a large turtle with a textured shell. In the foreground, there is a sketch of a turtle carrying two elephants on its back, with a sun and mountains above them. A label at the top left lists ‘Ditto: Asteroids’, ‘Droppings: Asteroids’, ‘Ory: Impossible to detect’, and ‘Young: World turtle eggs’.]
BABY STAR TURTLES

Somewhere deep in space, under the fiery glow of a red sun – and after an unknown period – vast, moon-sized eggs begin to crack. At the time of hatching, an adult star turtle will bear witness to this singular event. It is difficult to guess the number of eggs in a clutch and impossible to fully observe from the surface of the Disc, but the evidence points to as many as eight. The shell of each hatchling will sport four juvenile elephants that themselves support primordial discworlds, covered in smoke and volcanoes. The juveniles will swim immediately into the void, commencing their own lonely journeys. It is perhaps not impossible to imagine that, much like young sea turtles, not all will reach maturity – legends speak of dark shadows in the depths of space, perhaps equally titanic creatures that may prey upon stellar lifeforms.


I find it best to stay away from any creatures engaged in spawning, or hatching – it’s often harrowing and very biological – this holds true even when the creatures are many leagues across in size.
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WORLD ELEPHANTS

Elephas galacticae

The four world elephants of the Discworld are Berilia, Tubul, Great T’Phon and Jerakeen. Upon their shoulders rests the immense weight of the Disc. Occasionally one of them will need to lift a leg to allow the sun or moon to pass.

The world elephants have not been observed eating, but legend has it that unlucky sailors have been witness to vast whirlpools in the ocean caused by the world elephants of the Disc lifting their trunks to drink from the waters above them, giving ‘getting drunk’, a new, gargantuan definition.

Überwaldian legend holds that there was once a fifth elephant, which fell into the gravity well of the Disc, and that its flesh and its mercury blood and solid golden bones are the foundation for the rich fat deposits and valuable metals found in that land to this day.

This seems unlikely, as other discworlds have been observed, each with only four elephants.

Elephants have long been a traditional gift presented to kings, perhaps inspired by the characteristics of Discworld’s world elephants – they, even more than their normal-sized cousins, are associated with strength, endurance, patience – all desirable attributes in a ruler.

Such mammoth gifts are difficult to wrap – notoriously so, in fact – B. S. Johnson’s infamous Oversize Rotating Gift Wrapper was invented to address this very gap in the market, but succeeded only in inducing a mild motion sickness in any elephant loaded onto the platform.

[image: ]

World elephants aren’t dangerous in the conventional sense: you’re unlikely to be stepped on by one. But, if you’re seeing one, you’re most likely in terrible danger. I’ve heard them described as ‘profound’, but I’ve always found them unpleasant to behold, both on the way up and the way down …


[image: An illustration of an elephant with a long trunk and large ears, standing on a grassy area. The background features a mountainous landscape and a cloudy sky. To the right, there is a table with four sections labelled ‘Diet: One of life’s great mysteries’, ‘Droppings: Numerous and vast’, ‘Teeth: 26, including 2 tusks’, Attitude: Seemingly indifferent’, and ‘Voraciousness: Hard to say’.]
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GIANT DUNG BEETLE

Aphodius maximus maximus

Exists to clean up after the elephants. Many citizens of Djelibeybi believe that the sun is pushed through the sky by this immense scarab. Some observations have suggested that other nearby planets are nothing but balls of carefully collected dung.
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The controversial ‘great balls of fire’ hypothesis suggests that when the frost giants break free of their prison at the Hub, they will rise up at the end of days and, during the ensuing Apocralypse, freeze the Disc and extinguish the sun. The dung beetles will then, in turn, fly precious balls of rotting (and very flammable) elephant dung into the heart of the waning star and reignite the fires within.


[image: A large beetle is depicted in the centre, with detailed legs and a shiny shell. To the left, there is a table with four sections labelled ‘Diet: Elephant dung’, ‘Droppings: Building-sized pellets’, ‘Young: Eggs laid in the dung’, and ‘Teeth: None, just mandibles’. On the right, there is a sketch of a turtle with a mountainous landscape above it, surrounded by stars.]
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