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				Introduction

				Do you struggle with anxiety about your purpose? Are you trying to extract the meaning behind life’s unavoidable responsibilities and visions of a greater future that you’re striving hard to manifest? Do you ask yourself questions like these?

				
						
						Is there more to life than            ?

					

						
						What difference can I make?

					

						
						I’m bored at work. I need to do something that is truly fulfilling, but what?

					

				

				If so (and I think we all struggle with this at some point), there’s good news: The purpose of your life is a lot simpler than you may imagine. Ultimately, for believers of Jesus Christ, it is to know God and make Him known. And through that fundamental directive, we love and serve Him and others.

				Maybe you’ve picked up this book ready to launch a new year with ambitious goals, maybe some nervous anticipation. Or maybe it’s spring and you’re looking to refresh your morning quiet time. Or maybe it’s a “random” time of year but you know it’s time to make real, positive change. No matter when or how, you’re holding this book in your hand right now because you want to make your life count! And I’m so glad to be here with you for the next 365 days.

				Whatever your time with God looks like, I want you to approach these special moments with intention and expectation. Yes, God has a purpose for you. And yes, He wants to use you within His great plan for humanity. Take your time ingesting these words. Don’t rush—I know very well the temptation to do so. Give yourself a chance to gain some spiritual training by hearing God speak to your heart.

				A mission-possible life is marked with adventure and sealed with significance. There are moments of immense joy. But a mission-possible life can also feel like sprinting through knee-high mud. You’re going to get sore. You’ll get tired. You will have to learn to depend on God for resources, energy, and courage. You will feel depleted at times. But through it all, you’ll also reignite a greater purpose in every day that will leave you with more meaning and fulfillment than you have ever known.

				This devotional revolves around what a mission-possible life means and what it takes to live it. You’ll learn truths like the fact that surrender is not a dirty word. You’ll get an in-depth look into the character of God. You’ll better appreciate the rewards of sacrifice, and so much more.

				You’ll also have a chance to hear from some special people in my life, people we’ve served through the Tim Tebow Foundation (TTF) who have graciously offered to share words of comfort, hope, and challenge through their perspective of living mission possible.

				In addition to multiple themed devotionals, twice a month you’ll read through a prayer I have written for you that is taken from a mix of different passages in Scripture. To get the most out of the prayer, look up these verses in the translation of your choice and spend time meditating on them.

				What I call mission essentials also appear approximately quarterly. These devotionals target timeless truths to keep you encouraged, anchored, and focused on God as you continue to live mission possible.

				Be sure to keep a prayer journal or notebook handy so that at the end of each devotional, you can jot down answers to the reflection questions and any thoughts you may have. Or consider doing this in the margins of the devotional, if you prefer.

				I believe that as you learn more about God and yourself, your life will spark great changes. Let’s start making each day count, together.
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			January 1

			A Prayer for Newness
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				Dear God,

				Thank You for being the Maker of all things new. As a believer who trusts in Jesus, I affirm that the old has gone and the new is here. I am a new creation. Today is a new day.

				Help me to make the right decisions and say goodbye to the former things, like bad habits, addictions, and negative attitudes. Help me in each day to become more aware of whose I am. Teach me to reflect Your image and not mimic the patterns of this world. Transform my mind so I will grow in Your wisdom and discernment and discover what Your plan is for my life.

				When I get overwhelmed by doubt or insecurity, remind me that in You I am a masterpiece—that even before I was in my mother’s womb, You created me to do good works in Your name. I pray those things come to pass in their right time.

				As I begin to grow and learn through these devotionals, open my spiritual eyes and ears to recognize the hope of Your calling and to value what’s most important. Thank You for leading and guiding me.

				In Jesus’s name I pray. Amen.

				Based on: 2 Corinthians 5:17; Isaiah 43:18–19; Romans 12:2; Ephesians 2:10; 1:18
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			January 2

			The Greatest Trade
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				If anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

				2 Corinthians 5:17

			

			In 1975, in what is arguably one of the worst trades in sports history, the Milwaukee Bucks traded Kareem Abdul-Jabbar to the Los Angeles Lakers. The Bucks got four players in return, none matching the caliber of talent Abdul-Jabbar possessed. He would go on to make history with the Lakers, winning five championship titles and a record six MVPs. This story makes me grateful for being on the receiving end of the greatest trade in the history of the world: God exchanging the sin of humanity for the righteousness of Christ.

			Because of His trade, we go from old to new. From dead to alive. Darkness to light. Bondage to freedom. Separation to united with Christ. Lost to found. In debt to paid for. We don’t have to earn or work for salvation. We definitely don’t deserve it. Jesus paid the price for us. It cost Him everything. It was also His mission.

			When we accept Jesus, we are viewed as righteous. We are made right with God, and we experience the joy of a new, purpose-filled life. So live out of that joy. Celebrate this new life you have because you have been traded to the greatest team of all: the family of God.

			How does being reminded that you are part of the greatest trade of all encourage you to live out your purpose?
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			January 3

			You Are a Divine Work of Art
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				We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

				Ephesians 2:10

			

			Many people spend their lives wondering if they’re normal (or wanting to be), hoping to fit in. Maybe you’ve experienced this. Maybe, to feel a sense of belonging, you wore the same brands or listened to the same music as everyone else. It’s funny how hard we try to be something we’re not.

			Trying to fit in is a solid strategy for living an average life. But God didn’t call you to be average. He didn’t make you the same as everyone else. When the apostle Paul called us God’s workmanship, he used the Greek word poiema, which means “making,” in the biggest, most creative sense of the word. A good translation might be “the works of God as creator.”[1] Some translations use “masterpiece” instead of “workmanship.” You are a divine work of art.

			You are one of one, created in love, for love, and by Love.

			When you start to embrace and even celebrate how God made you, you can begin to do extraordinary things. When you accept your divine image and see yourself as God sees you, the stress and anxiety of comparison will fade away. Be free to be who God says you are. You matter too much to God to be just like everyone else.

			What does it mean to be an image bearer of God? How does that make you see other people as valuable?
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			January 4

			God Is Looking for You
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				The eyes of the Lord roam throughout the earth, so that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.

				2 Chronicles 16:9

			

			God longs to help you create and live a mission-possible life. But we all must realize it is only through Him that this is possible.

			It’s important to understand the context of the above passage. The words were spoken by the seer Hanani to King Asa of Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel. King Asa had once relied on God for deliverance from a formidable enemy. God had come through and proved His faithfulness. For the next thirty-five years, King Asa enjoyed a peaceful reign. However, when Baasha, the king of the northern kingdom of Israel, threatened to invade Judah, King Asa’s dependence on God shattered. Instead of seeking divine help as he had done in the past, King Asa sought the aid of a foreign country. He was admonished by Hanani, who reminded him that God looks for loyalty and devotion—for men and women who wholeheartedly seek Him.

			It seems much easier at times to depend on self-sufficiency rather than an invisible God. Yet God is searching for you. He is looking for the heart that longs for Him—that desires to know, depend on, and be committed to Him. As His eyes roam the earth, will they land on you?

			What is holding you back from being all in and letting God help you live mission possible?
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			January 5

			Aim for Significance
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				What good will it do a person if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul?

				Matthew 16:26

			

			I believe that one of the greatest tragedies would be to reach the end of one’s life and look back and say, “I was successful in things that did not matter.” I want you to be successful, but more than anything, I want you to be significant. And when you live for Jesus and you love people, you’re going to have a life of eternal significance, no matter how insignificant your life looks on the outside.

			I like to think of success in material ways, but significance is harder for us to grasp. Success is focused on self—for example, becoming an entrepreneur, reaching certain milestones, or just excelling in one’s occupation. Significance has an outward reach; when we strive for eternal significance, we become compelled to share and give back. When we succeed, we influence our own lives; when we are significant, we influence others.

			To transcend from individual success to lasting significance, you must find a need and use your gifts to meet it.

			What have you been given? Are you using your gifts to influence what really matters?

			To be truly successful, aim for significance.

			How can you shift your idea of success into a more meaningful way of making your life count?
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			January 6

			Willingness Is What Is Required
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				If you are willing and obedient,

				You will eat the best of the land.

				Isaiah 1:19

			

			A mission-possible life is not about our ability; it’s about being willing. When Moses was eighty years old, he was still working as a shepherd for his father-in-law. We’re not sure what his retirement plan was at that point, but it sure doesn’t seem like the career plan a man who had been raised in a royal court would appreciate. However, everything changed when God spoke to him through a burning bush. Moses received instructions to return to Egypt, the place from which he had fled forty years earlier, and lead the nation of Israel out of captivity. Moses hardly seemed the man for the job. He told God this by listing five excuses why God must have gotten His wires crossed:

			
					
					“I don’t have the ability” (see Exodus 3:11).

				

					
					“I don’t know enough” (see verse 13).

				

					
					“What if the people don’t believe me?” (see 4:1).

				

					
					“I’m the worst speaker ever!” (see verse 10).

				

					
					“Send someone else” (see verse 13).

				

			

			But God didn’t let the reluctant man’s bevy of excuses keep the mission from moving forward. The stage was set, and Moses was already part of the scene. Despite Moses’s perceived lack of abilities and skills, God was waiting for him to offer his willingness. Eventually, Moses relented and carried out an incredible rescue mission.

			A mission-possible life is not about feeling ready; it’s about being willing.

			What excuses hold you back from being willing to step forward and live mission possible?
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			January 7

			Choose to Discover

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Taste and see that the Lord is good;

				How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

				Psalm 34:8

			

			One of my favorite things to do is visit and share hope with inmates imprisoned on death row. I enjoy it because I want to have a heart for loving people the world has forgotten. I don’t visit these people to get something from them. There’s nothing they can do for me. I am there simply to tell them I love them and, more important, that God loves them.

			I believe the greatest form of love is to choose the best interests of other people and act on their behalf. That’s exactly what Jesus did for you and me and the rest of humankind. He loves us without limits, without reserve, without measure.

			God desires a relationship with you. Not just one where you show up at the same building once a week or say a rote prayer before you wolf down a meal. He wants you to know Him. He wants you to talk to Him. He offers a relationship with you that will never be severed. The ancient king David, who experienced his share of highs and lows, wrote a beautiful psalm persuading us to “taste and see that the Lord is good.” Don’t just take his word for it (or mine). Commit to pursuing God for the next year through meditating on these devotionals. Seek Him. Discover for yourself what it’s like to know the God of the universe’s unconditional love.

			Write down the steps you will take this day, week, month, and year to discover God’s presence.
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			January 8

			His Plans > Our Plans

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				A person’s steps are directed by the Lord.

				How then can anyone understand their own way?

				Proverbs 20:24, NIV

			

			Guest devo by Lori Skidmore

			Relationship to TTF: parent of special-needs child who attended Night to Shine

			I had it all planned out:

			
					
					Get my master’s degree ✓

				

					
					Marry the love of my life ✓

				

					
					Have my perfectly healthy first child ✓

				

					
					Five years later, have my perfectly healthy second child—but wait!

				

			

			There was a rare disorder accompanied by so many unknowns for our sweet Turner. He is nonverbal, with too many limitations to count. From the beginning, my anxiety set in: Will he be okay? How I wanted our sweet baby to be able to do all the things a parent prays for their child! But because of his limitations, I questioned that, with much guilt and worry.

			And it has been hard. But it has also been a blessing. Turner shows me that Jesus lives in him, and he shows those around him His love. The first time I saw this was when Turner made his way into a crowded room and found a woman who was hurting due to her husband’s diagnosis of terminal cancer. Turner wrapped his sweet, pudgy arms around her as if to say, “Jesus is with you!” He has done this in countless situations.

			My change of plans became a life full of Jesus showing His love through a little boy who many would say has little to give the world. If Turner can reach the hurting, what can God do with your life?

			Spend time thanking God today that His plans are better than we can know.
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			January 9

			The Grand Purpose
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				“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.”…“Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.

				Mark 12:30–31

			

			The dictionary defines purpose as “the reason for which something exists or is done, made, used, etc.”[2] Purpose is a word that is often thrown around in Christian churches, but when it comes to defining what our purpose is as human beings on earth, the answer can be confusing. Does it have to do with a vocation? Is it related to an inborn skill? Or is it a dream that has been burned into our hearts ever since we can remember?

			One thing is certain: You were created for a reason. You are not here by accident. It is by design that the Creator of the universe designed you exactly as you are. He created you in His image, with love, in love, and by Love.

			I believe the number one reason we’re on the earth is to know our Maker, the person of God. How can we do that? By taking to heart and putting into action the words of Jesus—to love God with all our heart and to love our neighbor.

			Finding your purpose starts with knowing God through His Son, Jesus Christ. It’s also about loving your neighbor. Who is your neighbor? Everyone you come in contact with! So, before your mental and spiritual wheels start churning and searching for your individual purpose, begin to live out your macro purpose.

			How can you love God and others well this week?
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			January 10

			What Is a Mission-Possible Life?
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				May the God of peace…equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ.

				Hebrews 13:20–21

			

			Living a mission-possible life means carrying out the good works that God has already prepared for you. We are each on a mission to make a difference and ensure that our lives count—a mission to help the hurting and reach the last, the lost, and the least of humanity. This looks different for everyone. It might take you into the darkness of a rescue mission for those who are being human trafficked. It might keep you in your own neighborhood, breathing life and spirit into your children or your neighbors.

			When you are mission driven, you use your ability together with God’s empowerment to help, serve, guide, teach, pray, and lead others in innumerable ways, each as unique as a person’s DNA. In fact, helping, serving, guiding, teaching, praying, and leading others are perfect examples of what mission possible looks like lived out!

			Here’s a surprise for you: One’s mission is not really as mysterious as it’s made out to be. It’s more available to you than you ever imagined. You don’t have to go on a mission trip around the world or start a church.

			Has God ever pricked your heart to take a step in a particular direction to meet a need? Doing that is the essence of mission-possible living! So keep taking steps to do good things for the kingdom. Left. Right. Repeat. Onward!

			What is something you feel God pricking your heart to do?
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			January 11

			How Does a Mission-Possible Life Happen?
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				I am the vine, you are the branches; the one who remains in Me, and I in him bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.

				John 15:5

			

			You can live a mission-possible life today because of what Jesus did on the cross more than two thousand years ago. This kind of life is possible only because of the sacrifice He made and the power given to Him to trample death. When you live mission possible, you live a life that counts because of what God has done, and is still doing, through you.

			The anchor of the gospel rests in the truth that we cannot save ourselves by our pedigrees, good works, or impressive career histories. We receive the gift of salvation through what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we make the decision to trust Him with our lives, we are automatically seated at the table of the humanly impossible. It’s not about what we can do; it’s about what God can do through us.

			To sum it up, a mission-possible life happens when you do three key things:

			
					
					Know the person of God.

				

					
					Trust the plan of God.

				

					
					Live out the purpose that God has for your life.

				

			

			These three keys are essential to moving beyond living a success-possible or happy life and finding your true significance. If you want to make your life count, start living these out today.

			How can you begin to grow in your knowledge of God today?
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			January 12

			The Great Question

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Who, then, is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?

				Mark 4:41

			

			In Mark 4, Jesus finished teaching a crowd, then He gathered His disciples to go over to the other side of the lake. “A great windstorm arose” (verse 37, ESV) that frightened the disciples who were on the boat. The disciples then woke a sleeping Jesus, and He proceeded to rebuke the winds and the seas. As the storm ceased, “there was a great calm” (verse 39, ESV). Instead of breathing a sigh of relief, the disciples “were filled with great fear” (verse 41, ESV). Why were they so afraid?

			Note the interesting sequence of events: a great storm, a great calm, and great fear. Now here comes one of the greatest questions ever: “Who, then, is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” (verse 41).

			That is the question the disciples had to ask for themselves more than two thousand years ago, and it’s one we must ask ourselves today.

			If you haven’t accepted Jesus as your Savior, you can say a prayer in your own words or use the following one:

			
				Dear Jesus, I believe that You died on the cross and rose from the dead. I know that I am a sinner. Please come into my heart and forgive me of my sin. Thank You for forgiving me and trading the old for the new, the darkness for the light. Thank You for saving me. Thank You for giving me a home in heaven, where I will go and live with You forever one day. In Jesus’s name. Amen.

			

			Welcome to the fam!

		

	
		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			January 13

			The Great Response
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				Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.

				Mark 5:19

			

			In Mark 5, the Bible tells the story of a man who was demon possessed. He lived in a cave in the mountain, cutting himself with stones. One day he saw Jesus from afar and ran toward Him. Jesus healed the man, casting out the demons from him and sending them into a herd of pigs that ran off a cliff, fell into the sea, then drowned (see verse 13). When it was time for Jesus to get back into the boat and return to the other side of the lake, the man who had been freed from the demons begged Jesus “that he might accompany Him” (verse 18). Now, that’s what I call a great response!

			Though the man wanted to stay with Jesus, Jesus had a different mission in mind for him. Jesus asked him to go home and tell the people there what Jesus had done for him. The man said yes, and he had an amazing impact.

			God might have a different mission than what you have in mind, but whatever it is, say yes. Go and make your life count. That is the great response to the great question of who Jesus is.

			If you would like to commit to making your life count, go ahead and tell Him right now:

			
				Dear Jesus, I believe I can live a mission-possible life because Your mission was accomplished. Remind me that because You have overcome the world, I can do whatever You have called me to do. Thank You that I get to live mission possible. Amen.
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			January 14

			As You Go
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				As you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.”

				Matthew 10:7

			

			In the tenth chapter of Matthew, Jesus gave His twelve disciples authority to heal and cast out evil, as well as instructions on how to preach the good news. “Preach,” He told them, “as you go.” I love that phrase.

			As you go.

			Do you know what that means? To do it while living your daily life. Mission-possible living is defined in the same sense. We live out the purpose that God has for our lives by helping, serving, guiding, teaching, praying, and leading others whenever and wherever we are.

			Do it as you straighten the living room for the eightieth time and raise your children. Do it as your purchases are being rung up at a convenience store. Do it as you style for a magazine photo shoot. Do it on the trading floor. Wherever you are, be the light Jesus has been to you.

			The more we realize that God can use us whenever and in whatever situation, even if something seems meaninglessly rote to us, the more the idea of living mission possible will come alive to us.

			When in the middle of an ordinary day have you believed that God can make a difference in someone else’s life through you?
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			January 15

			Trust in God and His Plan
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				Trust in the Lord with all your heart

				And do not lean on your own understanding.

				Proverbs 3:5

			

			There have been times when I haven’t been the happiest I knew I could be because I wanted my situation to be different. However, I’ve learned that God can use me in whatever situation I’m in, even if I’m not thrilled about it.

			The Bible is replete with heroes who were in situations they didn’t like but were able to live mission possible because they chose to trust in God, who then used them greatly. I think of Daniel in the lions’ den. I think of Joseph, sold by his own brothers and thrown into prison due to a false accusation. I think of Paul, enduring multiple shipwrecks, beatings, and imprisonments. I can’t imagine any of them being excited amid any of those circumstances. (See Daniel 6; Genesis 37; 39; and 2 Corinthians 11:23–27 if you want to read those accounts.)

			Yet here’s the kicker: They trusted God. They said yes to the person of God, and they said yes to the plan of God because they knew His character and it was trustworthy. We can trust God because He gave His best when He gave His Son for us.

			God has a great plan for your life. It may not be where you want to be in this moment, but always remember that He can use you right now, this very moment. Mission possible is where you are now, not just where you’re going later.

			What is one area in which you struggle when it comes to trust? Spend a few moments in special prayer today asking God for help in that very area.
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			January 16

			Take the Pressure Off

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Oh, Lord God! Behold, You Yourself have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You.

				Jeremiah 32:17

			

			Though we at the Tim Tebow Foundation had been serving in anti-human-trafficking efforts for seven years, in 2020 I thought about going public with our efforts. I started asking people I trusted what they thought. Most were hesitant. I admit, I didn’t have the answers, nor did I have a ten-step plan, but I couldn’t shake the feeling that God was calling me in that direction. The more I learned about human trafficking, the more overwhelming the problem seemed. Have you ever felt a similar way?

			Maybe your heart pulls toward food-insecure families or those in rural communities who lack education. It might seem impossible to end those struggles, and, frankly, you probably can’t do it in your strength and power alone. But here’s a truth that can hopefully take some pressure off: Our mission is not to end all evil or lack. If it were, we would have every right to feel overwhelmed by not having the power to end every pain and hurt in the world. Our mission is to honor God as we make a difference wherever and however we can. The outcome, the result, the stories—we don’t have control over those things.

			Remember, living a mission-possible life is not about resting in your own confidence; it’s about growing your confidence in God.

			What is something God is prompting you to believe in or do more for to live a mission-possible life?
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			January 17

			A Prayer of Surrender
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				Thank You, Lord, for creating me with intention. Search my heart so that I may live pure before You. Shape my desires, my motives, and my intentions to seek after You. Remind me that this life is meant for something greater than achieving success, gaining wealth, or accumulating likes. Forgive me when my focus falters and my dependence on You wanes. I submit to Your will, God, knowing that You have planned for me a future worth having, filled with sustaining and everlasting hope. Remind me to trust that in submitting to Your will, I receive Your instruction and Your counsel and that Your eyes and hands will be upon me.

				I pray each day to know You more, to know the power that raised You from the dead, and to know how You suffered because You loved me, chose me, and designed for me a life that counts. I’m so grateful for Your promise that when I seek You, I will find You.

				I surrender my desires to You, trusting that You will straighten my path. I trust You because You gave Your best for me: Your only Son. Show me Your will that I might walk in Your purpose for my life, just as Jesus carried out not His own will but Yours.

				In Jesus’s name I pray. Amen.

				Based on: Psalm 139; Proverbs 8:17; Philippians 3:10; Proverbs 23:18; Psalm 32:8; Proverbs 3:5–6; 1 John 5:3
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			January 18

			Your Mindset Matters

			
				
				[image: ]

			
				Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

				Philippians 4:8

			

			In July 2020, researchers at Queen’s University in Canada discovered that the average human brain has more than six thousand unique thoughts every single day.[3]

			Ranging from the weather outside to work meetings to feeding the dog to feeding the kids, that’s a lot of thoughts! With our minds constantly racing from one thing to the next, we often forget how fascinating it is to think.

			Thoughts can be the most private and powerful parts of our human nature. But thoughts can also be very destructive. They are often negative. We must take back control of what goes in and out of our heads (see 2 Corinthians 10:5)!

			In Philippians, the apostle Paul is very clear in describing the things we should be thinking about: whatever is true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, and praiseworthy. In living a mission-possible life, developing a healthy, growth-and-grace-oriented mindset is crucial. Mindset is just a fancy word for a particular way of thinking. It’s your beliefs plus convictions plus attitude that drive the way you think, feel, and act. Your mindset matters because it is foundational for true change.

			Now that you’re thinking about what you think about (ha!), identify things in your life that are true, honorable, right, and so on.

		

	
		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			January 19

			A Mission M.I.N.D.S.E.T.
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				The mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.

				Romans 8:6

			

			I love the word mission: “a task or job that someone is given to do.”[4] Whether you realize it or not, you have a mission. What’s interesting about our English word mission is that it comes from a sixteenth-century Latin word meaning “to send.”[5] See, I believe God has sent you here for a reason. As I will say multiple times throughout this devotional, Jesus clearly lays out what we are sent here to do: to love Him and love others (see Matthew 22:37–39).

			But have you ever noticed that He specifically commands us to love Him with all our minds? How often are we engaging with God in our heads?

			Trust me, I understand there are many voices competing for our attention. But when we give in to negativity, lose focus, hit snooze, think we’re entitled, and stop growing, our mission is in jeopardy!

			Everything we do starts between the ears, in our minds, with our thoughts. Therefore, to be successful on our God-given mission, we’ve got to have the right mindset—one that will allow us to stay locked in on the task at hand.

			So, I’ve come up with the acronym M.I.N.D.S.E.T.—a set of mental attitudes that I will share over the next few days to help you start and sustain a mission-possible life:

			
				M—Maker

				I—Interruptible

				N—Now

				D—Different

				S—Suffer

				E—Excellence

				T—To the End

			

			What do you think about most throughout your day?
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			January 20

			Know Your (M)aker
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				Come, let’s worship and bow down,

				Let’s kneel before the Lord our Maker.

				For He is our God,

				And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

				Psalm 95:6–7

			

			A mission M.I.N.D.S.E.T. starts by knowing your Maker. Think about it. Almost everything you interact with daily has been built, made, or designed. Your cell phone, your car, the highways you drive on, the building you work in, your laptop, your house, the clothes you wear, and so on. All those things were created with a specific intention and function.

			Just like a painting has an artist and a skyscraper has an architect, it makes sense that the universe has a Designer. The stars in the sky. The crawling creatures on the ground. The colorful schools of fish in the coral reefs. All things—“both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible”—have been created by God and for God (Colossians 1:16).

			But our Creator didn’t just make everything and take a step back. No, He wants to know you and use you to demonstrate His love. You don’t have a real mission without knowing your Maker. You don’t have true purpose without knowing your Maker. You’re not going to have eternal impact without knowing your Maker. Our Maker is who gives us these things. Even though we’re called to a mission, that mission is not about us. It’s for Him, it’s with Him, and it’s through Him. Why? Because He made us. A mission mindset is a God-first mindset. Period. It starts by first recognizing where our mission came from and who it is for.

			How have you experienced your Maker in your life?
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			January 21

			Be (I)nterruptible
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				The mind of a person plans his way,

				But the Lord directs his steps.

				Proverbs 16:9

			

			Have you ever planned or scheduled something and it didn’t go the way you intended? How did you react? Were you angry? Anxious? I’ll be the first to say that I can get a little annoyed when things don’t go as planned. But the reality is that plans change. The market takes a turn. You don’t receive the scholarship you wanted. A storm cloud pops up out of nowhere.

			When does anything really go 100 percent according to plan? Hardly ever. I believe that most of the time, there’s probably going to be a change in your plans. Why? Because God tends to interrupt our lives.

			The I in M.I.N.D.S.E.T. stands for Interruptible. Be interruptible.

			Part of having a mission mindset is saying, “God, I’m okay when You interrupt my plans.” It’s a mindset that not only accepts change but also welcomes it. It’s tuning in to the voice of God and being willing to move wherever, whenever, and for whomever. Although it might not be according to your plan, it might be according to God’s.

			Does the Lord direct your steps? Do you give Him access to rearranging your calendar? When things get out of order, do you ask, “Okay, God, what are You up to here?”

			Next time there’s a hiccup in your day, instead of getting frustrated (like I have so many times), look around and see how you can make the most of the situation.

			As you go about your day, ask God to open your eyes and make you more aware of people’s needs around you.
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			January 22

			Act (N)ow
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				Since his days are determined,

				The number of his months is with You;

				And You have set his limits so that he cannot pass.

				Job 14:5

			

			Imagine you’re down by six points with two minutes left in the fourth quarter of the Super Bowl. If your team scores and kicks the extra point, you’ll be a world champion! The only problem is you’re on your opponent’s twenty-yard line and time is running out. If you’re the coach, what offensive scheme will you run to give your team the best chance at winning the game?

			The two-minute drill, of course!

			The two-minute drill is a hurry-up type of offense. This means you’re trying to run plays as quickly as possible, taking advantage of every second on the clock. If there’s ever a time to play with urgency, it’s now!

			Life is a two-minute drill of sorts. We don’t know exactly how much time we have left (see James 4:14); therefore, it is necessary to make the most of each day.

			You might be thinking, Yeah, but, Timmy, I’m not in my two-minute drill. I’m young and healthy. To that I say, help someone who is! I’m talking about the hurting, the abused, the abandoned, the trafficked, the forgotten, the hopeless, those who don’t know Jesus—all those around the world who need us to act on their behalf! We can’t live on our timelines; we must live on theirs!

			The N in M.I.N.D.S.E.T. stands for Now. Don’t wait. If there is something aligned with your mission that demands your attention, do it now!

			What have you been putting off that you know you need to get done?
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