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●  The Florida Gators played their first official game in 1906, but the program started in 1904.

●  The team's original colors were actually orange and black before settling on the now-iconic orange and blue.

●  The Gators were originally known as the "Florida Eleven".

●  Florida is a founding member of the Southeastern Conference (SEC), which began play in 1933.

●  The Gators' first-ever game was a 6-0 win over the Gainesville Athletic Club.

●  The Florida Gators' first head coach was James Forsythe.

●  The Gators did not have a winning season until their fifth year in existence.

●  Florida Field, the Gators' home turf, was dedicated in 1930 and had an original capacity of 22,000.

●  The Gators' first bowl appearance wasn't until the 1952 Gator Bowl.

●  The term "Gator Nation" is used to represent the vast and diverse group of students, alumni, and fans.

●  The Gators joined the SEC as a charter member in 1933.

●  Florida's first All-American was end Dale Van Sickel, in 1928.

●  The Gators' first consensus All-American was Steve Spurrier in 1966.

●  The Florida Gators didn't have a permanent, on-campus home until 1930 when Florida Field was opened.

●  In the early years, the team played many of their games in Tampa or Jacksonville, Florida.

●  The Gators' first official mascot was an alligator named Albert.

●  In 1911, Florida defeated the South Carolina Gamecocks 15-3 for their first win against a major college opponent.

●  In 1960, the Gators finished the season ranked in the top 20 for the first time.

●  Florida won its first SEC title in 1984 but had to vacate it due to NCAA infractions.

●  The "Gator Chomp," a popular fan gesture, was first introduced in the 1980s.

●  The Gators have won three national championships: in 1996, 2006, and 2008.

●  The 1990s saw the Gators emerge as a national powerhouse under coach Steve Spurrier.

●  In their early years, the Gators struggled and often had losing seasons.

●  The "Gator Bait" chant was a tradition at Florida games, though it was discontinued in 2020.

●  The Florida Gators have had eight undefeated regular seasons in their history.
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Greatest Players
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●  Tim Tebow won the Heisman Trophy in 2007 and is one of the most celebrated players in Florida history.

●  Steve Spurrier, before his coaching days, was a star quarterback and won the Heisman Trophy in 1966.

●  Emmitt Smith is Florida's all-time leading rusher and went on to become the NFL's all-time leading rusher.

●  Danny Wuerffel won the Heisman Trophy in 1996 and led the Gators to their first national championship.

●  Wilber Marshall is considered one of the best defensive players in Florida history.

●  Percy Harvin was a dynamic playmaker who helped the Gators win two national titles in 2006 and 2008.

●  Jack Youngblood played for the Gators in the late 1960s and is a member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

●  Jevon Kearse, nicknamed "The Freak," was a dominant force on the Gators' defense in the late 1990s.

●  Fred Taylor rushed for over 3,000 yards in his Gator career.

●  Carlos Alvarez, the "Cuban Comet," is Florida's all-time leader in receptions.

●  Lomas Brown was a standout offensive lineman for the Gators in the 1980s.

●  Brandon Spikes was a key leader on Florida's 2008 national championship team.

●  Reidel Anthony holds the Gators' single-season touchdown reception record.

●  Scot Brantley was a dominant linebacker for Florida in the late 1970s.

●  Chris Doering holds the SEC record for career touchdown receptions.

●  Errict Rhett is the only Gator to rush for 1,000 yards in three different seasons.

●  Rex Grossman was a finalist for the Heisman Trophy in 2001.

●  Major Wright is remembered for one of the most iconic hits in college football history in the 2009 BCS Championship.

●  Reggie Nelson, known as the "Eraser," was a consensus All-American in 2006.

●  Lawrence Wright won the Jim Thorpe Award as the nation's top defensive back in 1996.

●  Mike Peterson was a three-time All-SEC linebacker during his time with the Gators.

●  Keiwan Ratliff holds the Florida record for interceptions in a season.

●  Ahmad Black was a key figure in Florida's 2008 championship run, recording numerous interceptions.

●  Shane Matthews played quarterback for Steve Spurrier and set many Florida records.

●  Andre Caldwell holds the record for receptions in Gator history.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





