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      To every guilty heart that has wondered whether grace could still come near, and to every broken soul that has feared mercy might pass them by.

      May this book remind you that Jesus Christ did not come for the whole, but for the sick. He did not turn away from sinners, outcasts, failures, wanderers, or wounded souls. He sat where others would not sit, reached whom others would not touch, forgave whom others would have condemned, and loved those who had nothing to offer but need.

      This book is dedicated to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Friend of sinners, whose grace is greater than guilt and whose mercy is deeper than brokenness. He met the guilty without hatred, the fallen without cruelty, the ashamed without rejection, and the needy without delay.

      May every page point the heart to the Saviour who still receives sinners, restores the broken, and welcomes all who come to Him by faith. May the condemned find pardon, the ashamed find cleansing, the wounded find healing, and the lost find home in His mercy.

      For the Friend of sinners is still full of grace, still mighty to save, and still willing to receive all who come unto Him.

    

  


  
    
      “And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.” Luke 15:2

      They called it accusation.

      He made it invitation.

      They saw the guilty.

      He saw souls in need of grace.

      They saw the broken.

      He saw lives mercy could restore.

      Jesus Christ did not draw near to sinners

      because their sin was small,

      but because His mercy was great.

      He is the Friend who receives,

      the Saviour who forgives,

      and the Redeemer who still welcomes the

      guilty home.
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      There are few titles given to the Lord Jesus Christ that reveal His heart with such tenderness as this one: the Friend of sinners.

      Those words were first spoken as an accusation. Religious men looked upon the compassion of Christ and misunderstood it. They saw Him receiving the guilty, sitting with the broken, speaking to the rejected, and showing mercy to those whom society had already condemned. They could not understand why One so holy would come so near to people so unworthy.

      But what they meant as criticism became one of the sweetest comforts ever spoken about the Saviour.

      Jesus Christ is the Friend of sinners.

      He did not come into this world to admire the righteous, but to save the lost. He did not walk among men looking for perfect people, polished lives, or respectable reputations. He came to seek and to save that which was lost. He came near to the guilty without becoming guilty. He touched the unclean without becoming unclean. He showed mercy to the broken without excusing their sin. He exposed darkness, but He did so with the light of redeeming grace.

      The Friend of Sinners: How Jesus Met the Guilty With Grace and the Broken With Mercy invites the reader to behold the Lord Jesus Christ in the beauty of His compassion. This book is not written to minimize sin, but to magnify the Saviour. It does not pretend guilt is small, but it proclaims that grace is greater. It does not ignore brokenness, but it points to the mercy of Christ that can restore what sin has shattered.

      Every soul knows something of guilt. Every heart carries places of weakness, regret, shame, sorrow, or need. Some hide behind religion. Some hide behind pride. Some hide behind silence. Some have been wounded so deeply that they wonder whether mercy could ever find them again. Yet the Gospel shows us a Saviour who does not run from human ruin. He steps toward it with truth, grace, and saving power.

      In the pages of Scripture, Jesus met sinners in all kinds of conditions. He met the guilty at wells, tables, roadsides, tombs, trees, shores, prisons, and places of shame. He met public sinners and private sinners, religious sinners and rebellious sinners, broken sinners and bitter sinners. He never lowered the holiness of God, but He also never failed to reveal the mercy of God.

      That is the wonder of Christ.

      He is holy enough to confront sin and merciful enough to forgive it. He is righteous enough to expose the heart and gracious enough to heal it. He is strong enough to save the worst sinner and gentle enough to restore the most wounded soul.

      As you read this book, may your heart be drawn to the Saviour who still receives sinners. May the guilty find hope in His grace. May the broken find healing in His mercy. May the ashamed find cleansing in His blood. May the wandering find welcome in His call. May every chapter remind you that Jesus Christ is not distant from the needy soul, but near to all who come to Him by faith.

      The Friend of sinners is not soft on sin. He is mighty to save from it.

      He does not befriend sinners to leave them unchanged. He receives them to redeem them, forgives them to free them, and restores them to follow Him.

      May this book lift your eyes from the weight of guilt to the wonder of grace, from the pain of brokenness to the power of mercy, and from the shame of sin to the open arms of Jesus Christ.

      For the One who received sinners then is still receiving sinners now.
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      They called Him the Friend of sinners as if it were an accusation, but heaven heard it as a revelation of His heart. The Lord Jesus Christ did not come into a world of polished saints pretending they had no wounds; He came into a world of lepers, publicans, harlots, demoniacs, beggars, thieves, backsliders, and broken souls who had nothing left but need. He did not stand far off from guilt. He stepped toward it with grace. He did not turn away from shame. He sat beside it with mercy. He did not crush the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. He looked upon ruined lives and saw what grace could make of them.

      This book is a journey through the tender mercy of Christ as revealed in the lives of those whom others dismissed, condemned, feared, or forgot. Again and again, the Gospel record shows Jesus crossing barriers, answering cries, touching the unclean, forgiving the guilty, restoring the fallen, and saving the hopeless. He never excused sin, but He never despised the sinner who came to Him in need. His holiness did not make Him cold. His compassion did not make Him careless. In Him, truth and mercy met perfectly.

      Perhaps you have known failure. Perhaps shame has followed you like a shadow. Perhaps religion has reminded you what you have done, but never showed you Who still receives sinners. Look closely at Christ in these pages. See Him pause beneath Zacchaeus’ tree, speak peace to the woman who wept, hear Bartimaeus above the crowd, and promise paradise to a dying thief. The Friend of sinners is not finished seeking. The guilty may still find grace. The broken may still find mercy. And every wounded soul may still find welcome in Him.
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      This book was written for every heart that needs to see Jesus Christ as He truly is: holy enough to confront sin, gracious enough to forgive it, and merciful enough to restore what guilt and brokenness have wounded.

      There is a reason the title The Friend of Sinners still moves the heart. It tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ did not stand far away from ruined people with cold judgment and untouched hands. He came near. He entered the world of the guilty, the ashamed, the outcast, the wounded, the weary, and the wandering. He spoke truth without cruelty. He offered mercy without weakness. He revealed grace without ever lowering the holiness of God.

      This book is not written to excuse sin. Sin is too serious for that. Sin wounds the soul, hardens the heart, separates man from God, and leaves lives broken beneath its weight. But this book is written to exalt the Saviour who came to seek and to save that which was lost. The wonder of the Gospel is not that sinners were innocent, but that Jesus Christ was merciful. The glory of grace is not that guilt was imaginary, but that Christ was willing to bear sin and bring sinners back to God.

      Throughout the Scriptures, Jesus met people in places of shame, sorrow, failure, and need. He met those whom others avoided. He heard those whom others silenced. He restored those whom others rejected. He forgave those whom others condemned. He never treated sinners as though sin did not matter, yet He never treated broken souls as though mercy could not reach them.

      That is the burden of this book.

      To look again at the Saviour who sat with the guilty.

      To behold the Christ who touched the broken.

      To remember the Redeemer who welcomed the needy.

      To worship the Lord who still receives sinners today.

      Many carry guilt quietly. Many hide wounds behind smiles. Many have failed and wondered whether grace still has room for them. Many have wandered so far that they fear the door of mercy has closed. Yet the Word of God reveals a Saviour whose compassion is greater than our condition, whose blood is greater than our guilt, and whose mercy is deeper than our brokenness.

      As you read these pages, may your heart be drawn away from despair and back to Christ. May you see that Jesus does not receive sinners because sin is small, but because His grace is great. May you understand that He does not come near to leave people unchanged, but to redeem, forgive, cleanse, restore, and make them whole.

      This book is for the guilty who need grace. It is for the broken who need mercy. It is for the ashamed who need cleansing. It is for the wounded who need healing. It is for the religious who need humility. It is for the wandering who need a way home. It is for every soul who needs to hear again that Jesus Christ is still the Friend of sinners.

      May each chapter lift your eyes from your failure to His forgiveness, from your shame to His salvation, from your wounds to His compassion, and from your sin to His redeeming blood.

      For the Friend of sinners is still calling, still receiving, still forgiving, still restoring, and still mighty to save.
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      Mark 1 opens with a holy announcement that heaven had stepped into human sorrow, for it declares, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” The chapter moves with urgency, as if mercy itself is hastening through the wilderness, through the streets, through the synagogue, through the homes of the sick, and finally toward a man everyone else would have avoided. Before the leper ever kneels before Christ, the chapter has already shown us that Jesus is not distant, weak, hesitant, or indifferent. He comes preaching, calling, commanding, healing, praying, and moving from place to place with the burden of divine purpose upon Him. The Friend of sinners does not appear as a cold observer of human misery, but as the Son of God entering the very world where guilt, uncleanness, bondage, fever, loneliness, and despair have done their cruel work. Mark does not present a Saviour hiding from brokenness, but a Saviour walking directly into it with grace in His voice and power in His hands. Every step in this chapter carries us closer to that unforgettable moment when mercy reaches the man whom others would not touch.

      The voice crying in the wilderness said, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,” and that preparation was not for a lifeless religious form, but for the living Christ who would meet ruined people with mercy. John came preaching repentance, and the people went out confessing their sins, showing that the chapter begins in the honest place where sinners stop pretending they are clean. The wilderness scene strips man of pride, rank, appearance, and excuse, until every soul stands in need before God. That is where the Friend of sinners is first announced, not in the palace of self-righteousness, but in the wilderness of confession. Mark 1 lets us see that grace does not flatter the sinner, but it does invite him to come out of hiding. The leper who later kneels before Jesus is not the only needy person in the chapter, for the whole chapter trembles with human need. From the wilderness to the crowded door, Christ is moving toward those who cannot heal themselves.

      When Jesus came into Galilee, He preached “the gospel of the kingdom of God,” saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” These words reveal that the Friend of sinners does not come merely to soothe feelings, but to summon souls. He does not offer shallow comfort while leaving men unchanged, for His mercy carries the authority of truth. The guilty need grace, but grace never asks guilt to remain enthroned. The broken need mercy, but mercy never teaches brokenness to love its chains. The leper’s cry, “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean,” will later echo the very heart of the gospel call, because the issue is not whether man can cleanse himself, but whether Christ is willing and able. Mark 1 answers that question with a Saviour whose authority is as tender as His compassion is strong.

      As Jesus walked by the sea of Galilee, He called Simon and Andrew, saying, “Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.” That call matters deeply in a chapter about a leper, because the Christ who calls men to follow Him also teaches them what kind of souls He came to reach. He was not gathering disciples merely to admire miracles, but to witness mercy. He was training them beside the water, in the synagogue, at the sickbed, at the door crowded with suffering, and on the lonely path where a leper fell before Him. If they would become fishers of men, they must learn that some men are found in places others avoid. They must learn that the net of grace is cast toward the guilty, the unclean, the ashamed, and the forgotten. The Friend of sinners was making followers who would one day remember that His hand touched the untouchable.

      In the synagogue at Capernaum, “they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes.” The authority of Jesus is not a harsh authority that crushes the needy, but a holy authority that exposes bondage and commands deliverance. When the unclean spirit cried out, Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Hold thy peace, and come out of him.” The people were amazed and asked, “What thing is this? what new doctrine is this?” Mark 1 lets us hear that even unclean spirits must yield when Christ speaks, and that authority prepares us to understand what happens when He later speaks to leprosy. The leper did not come to a powerless teacher, nor to a sympathetic man who could only pity him from a distance. He came to the One whose word could command uncleanness to depart.

      After the synagogue, Jesus entered the house of Simon and Andrew, and Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever. The chapter says, “He came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her.” Before He touches the leper, Mark shows us another touch of compassion, another hand extended toward helplessness, another life lifted by the nearness of Christ. He did not heal from a safe emotional distance, as though need were beneath Him. He came near enough to take her by the hand. That simple act opens a window into the heart of the Friend of sinners, for His mercy is not afraid to come close. By the time the leper appears, we have already learned that the hand of Jesus is not ornamental, but merciful, powerful, and willing to lift.

      At even, when the sun did set, they brought unto Him all that were diseased and them that were possessed with devils. Mark says, “All the city was gathered together at the door,” and what a door it must have been. Behind that gathering were stories of pain, fear, shame, helplessness, and desperate hope. Some came carrying others, some came tormented, some came sick, and all came because word had spread that Jesus could do what no one else could do. The Friend of sinners did not close the door against human misery. He healed many, cast out many devils, and stood as the mercy of God in the middle of a suffering crowd. The leper’s story belongs in that same stream of compassion, because Mark 1 is not merely telling us what Jesus did, but showing us who Jesus is.

      A great while before day, Jesus went out and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. This quiet scene is precious because it shows that the mercy of Christ was not restless emotion, but holy purpose flowing from communion with the Father. The crowds sought Him, and Simon said, “All men seek for thee,” but Jesus answered, “Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth.” He did not allow popularity to imprison His mission in one place. He moved onward, preaching in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and casting out devils. Somewhere along that path stood the leper, outside the comfort of normal fellowship and inside the misery of uncleanness. The praying Christ, the preaching Christ, the commanding Christ, and the compassionate Christ all meet in the moment when that man comes to Him.

      Then Mark writes words that seem to carry years of sorrow inside them: “And there came a leper to him.” We are not told the man’s name, his family, his former life, his age, his memories, or how long uncleanness had marked him. We are simply told what defined him in the eyes of others: a leper. Yet the Friend of sinners saw more than a label, more than a condition, more than the thing that made others step away. The man came “beseeching him,” which means his need had become a plea. He came “kneeling down to him,” which means desperation had brought him low before the only One who could help him. His body may have been marked by uncleanness, but his posture was marked by faith.

      The leper said unto Jesus, “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Those words are among the most tender and trembling cries in Mark 1. He did not say, “If thou canst,” because he had no doubt concerning the power of Christ. His question was not about ability, but willingness. Many wounded souls can believe that God is powerful, yet wonder whether mercy would ever move toward someone like them. The leper stands for every broken person who has ever thought, “He can cleanse others, but would He cleanse me?” The answer comes not in thunder, not in delay, not in rejection, but in the compassionate movement of Jesus Christ.

      Mark says Jesus was “moved with compassion,” and those words reveal the heart beating beneath the miracle. He did
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