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  In Praise of 

Whispers in the Dancing Wind


‘Angela van Breemen’s debut collection of poetry celebrates the serenity and harmony to be found in the natural world. Her work is heartfelt, passionate, open and inquisitive. She has the wonderful ability to appreciate the essential spirit of other beings and, like any true empath, finds the insincerity of others taxing, and the exploitation and destruction of our planet deeply upsetting. Embark on a journey within, where the poet’s heart bleeds through every line and her hope for humanity and Mother Earth will have you reading these poems again and again.’ 
MIKE MADILL, A 2021 DON GUTTERIDGE POETRY AWARD 

FOR THE BETTER PART OF SOME TIME.








  
  Dedication


To Teri-Lyn Semthurst who has been a constant friend during my writing journey.
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  Introduction 


Angela van Breemen has been writing her entire life. Her poetry reflects her passion for Gaia, and her words are infused with imagery inspired by the natural world, humanity, and our learned behaviors. 
Whispers in the Dancing Wind is the author's personal discovery of the power, magic and simplicity of words, a journey that has spanned almost six decades.
Part One of the collection, ‘Mother Nature’, focuses on the natural world and underlines Gaia's gentleness and her strength. Although as a human race we have abused her, she holds the ultimate power to destroy us but if we allow her, she can nurture us, to heal our bodies and souls.
Part Two, ‘Love, Hope and Other Darker Emotions’, explores human nature and the interactions we have with our loved ones.
Finally, Part Three, ‘Second Nature’, discusses the influence of customs; both existing and those imported by immigration, and also how all forms of art, such as writing, music, and visual arts, shape us.
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  Balance

Bitter tears rain upon the land
Although green and verdant
Gaia is grieving
Something is missing in this
Endless perfect green landscape

Where are my little ones? she asks
No dandelions 
Waving in the breeze
Offering nectar from their yellow orbs
To the busy honeybees

Where are the tree frogs?
Silent are their songs
Once in unified chorus
Heralding spring

The monarchs arriving
After their momentous voyage
Where is the milkweed?
To feed their babies

Bats go hungry
Mosquitoes eradicated
Salamanders' habitat
Lost to the excavator

Mother turtle, I don't see her here
Her ancient journey to lay her eggs
Obstructed by ribbons of pavement
The pond just out of reach

There she lies, crushed
And just as she ends
So shall we, too, 
As humanity

And Gaia will bide her time
When she heralds a new age of balance







  
  What Do You See?

The sun struggles
To filter through the gloom
That permeates my soul

What remains of autumn light 
Kisses the bronzed trees 
Much as a lover says goodbye

Cerulean blue loses its grip 
Sunlight creates a prism of colour
Competing against angry clouds

Is this Gaia’s discontent?
Revolted by humankind’s sins 
Inflicted upon her creatures?

I struggle to see the light 
Succumbing to the shadows 
Of the Forever Night

What is coming?
I dare not think
Of cold winds and wars

Sane men gone rabid 
Intent on the destruction 
Of humanity

Nuclear winter storms 
Blanket the daytime
In ashy white

And nighttime so dark 
Skeletal trees reach toward 
An infinite black

I yearn for the colour 
Of sleepy sunrises 
And blazing sunsets

Is the fading light a reflection 
Of my dimming hope? 
The darkness my fears?

Or in that very gloom
Is there the promise of light? 
Of gentler days to come?

These thoughts torment my days 
And haunt my sleep
Now I ask you, what do you see? 

The storm clouds or the rainbow?









  
  Gaia’s Sorrow

I rest my hand on the cold earth
A blinding, shocking pain comes forth

I feel Gaia’s agonizing pain
Humankind should hang its head in shame

Gaia’s creatures cry out, bewildered
Gone, the green canopies that protected

Gone, the oceans, now devoid of life
In their place, desolation and strife

Ancestral mother, she gave life to all
Nourished us when we were small

Sustenance provided for us, in moderation
Should have been enough for every nation

Will our Mother Earth ever be the same?
To disrespect her is so insane

Humankind has caused such annihilation
Could our demise be her only salvation?







  
  An Ode For What Was

Gaia's heart is heavy at the sight
Of devastation everywhere
What was green and blessed by filtered light 
Shining through the canopy of trees 
Has now turned to dust

Good land, land of our ancestors
Pulverized by bulldozers
And excavating machines 
Only she, the ancient one
Mourns for what was

Animals and birds alike have taken flight 
Desperate for new habitat
To thrive once again
But no living thing can survive
This annihilation

Gaia's grief is deep and profound
The moon above is bloodred
Rivulets of her tears stain the land 
The desolation is complete
As she mourns for what was

When we, Gaia's offspring of the seas
Forests and mountains
Were just infantile
She took us in her arms and protected us 
So that no living creature would ever want

There was enough to fulfill our needs 
Now, in her time of need
We, her petulant children, turn our backs 
On Gaia, our Mother Earth
When she is gone, so shall we be 

Then who will mourn for what was?






  
  But It is Not Spring

Sadness flows through my day
Looking for the brightness 
In the grey 

Creatures in deep slumber
Are awakened
By unnatural warmth

Bewildered
Searching for food
And their mates

Longing for spring sunshine
When the gentle flowers
Rise again

But it is not yet spring

For this to come forth
The bitter winds and snows are
Needed

No heavy winter snow 
To insulate our gentle sleepers
Protect the seeds waiting to grow

Warnings to halt 
Global warming
Remain unheeded

Mankind jokes 
We can use the warmth
Skip that miserable cold season

But it is not cold and it is not yet spring

Mother nature is baffled
And her creatures confused
Waking and mating too soon

And no place to go 
As forests are denuded
And waterways polluted

Gaia’s tantrums grow worse
Fierce storms of epic proportions
She no longer speaks to us, but screams

What have you done to our home?
I gave you everything you needed 
And still you do not listen

But it is not cold and it is not yet spring

The sensitive mourn the once blue and green
We interfered with God’s design
All four seasons needed for us to be

We must embrace Winter’s icy hand
Feel Spring’s gentle benediction 

And the lazy days of Summer’s heat
And Autumn’s colourful farewell 

This is the way of things
From before time was measured

Who are we to interfere?

But it is not cold and it is not yet spring






  
  Transformation in Solitude

I sit quietly watching
Waiting for each chrysalis to evolve
I feel excitement
Then deep despair 
When not all emerge 

When they exit
From that beautiful jade green shroud,
What must they feel? 

When they first stretch
Those glorious wings
To the great open sky
What mystery and discovery
Are in store for them

As they embark upon their journey 
To warmer climes? 
Instinct taking them 
On their southern trajectory

I watch them float 
Effortlessly into the sky 
And as I watch
I am at peace
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PART ONE
MOTHER NATURE

THE NATURAL WORLD AND ITS CREATURES

Gaia nourishes us and supports us. Without her, there is no
life. The following poems are written in her honour. They also
underscore the danger to which she is exposed by humankind

and the repercussions to the future of our planet, ourselves

and all living beings.






