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PREFACE






The letter of 1
John was written that we might know that we have eternal life. In
it the apostle John speaks to us about the barriers that can come
between the believer and the Lord. John takes us through a series
of tests to help us determine whether or not we are true believers.
He boils the faith down to its very basic elements and challenges
us to look deeply into our lives to see if our faith is real. The
letters of 2 John and 3 John are personal letters written to
encourage and bless believers going through particular struggles in
life. While 1 John teaches us how we should live in fellowship with
our brother and sister in the Lord, John demonstrates this
practically in 2 John and 3 John.

Jude was written
to address a particular problem with false teachers who had come
into the church, claiming to be believers. These individuals were
deceiving and misleading the believers in that church. Jude
counsels his readers to contend for the faith and gives his advice
on how to live the Christian life in a world filled with
counterfeit Christianity.

This commentary is
not meant to be read in one sitting. Take the time to read the
Scripture passage associated with each chapter before reading the
commentary. Allow the Lord to speak to you. Confess any sins or
shortcomings. Thank Him for any encouragement. This commentary is
not to take the place of the inspired Word of God. Its purpose is
to bring understanding, clarity, and application to our present day
lives. My prayer is that the Spirit of God would make these
Scriptures come alive to the reader and that their messages would
again be heard in our day. May God bless you in this study.






F. Wayne Mac
Leod







INTRODUCTION TO
THE FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN






Author:

The apostle John
is the author of the first epistle of John. He was the brother of
James the apostle (Matthew 4:21; 10:2). His father was a fisherman
of some wealth by the name of Zebedee (see Mark 1:20).

When Jesus calling
John in to follow him in Matthew 4:21-22, he and his brother James
left their father and their nets to become His disciples. John
became very close to Jesus and often had the privilege of being
with Him at very special moments (see Mark 5:37; Matthew 17:1,
26:37).

After the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, John spent time as a church leader
in the city of Jerusalem ministering with the apostle Peter (Acts
3:1; 4:1-3). Historically, it is believed that he would also serve
in Ephesus (although there is no specific mention of this in the
Bible).


Background:

There is no clear
indication in First John as to the intended recipients of the
letter. What is clear, however, is the relationship the apostle has
with the people who read this letter. John addresses them as “dear
children” (2:1, 18, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21), “friends” (2:7; 3:2,
21; 4:1, 7, 11), and “brothers” (3:13). These terms indicate that
the apostle had a very deep love and concern for the people to whom
he wrote.

The purpose of his
letter is explained in 1 John 5:13. In this verse he makes it clear
that he wrote so that they would know that they had eternal life.
In other words, John’s purpose was to give the believers assurance
of their salvation. He does this by reminding them of the work of
the Lord Jesus and the obstacles to a personal relationship with
Him. He then showed his readers the change that comes about in the
life of the true believer. By examining themselves in light of his
teaching, the reader would be able to see evidence of his or her
salvation. Also of concern for John was the false teaching that was
circulating in the region. He warned his readers to test every
spirit and to be aware those who taught another gospel.

The Importance
of the Book for Today:

The Epistle of
First John is a wonderful book for the new believer or those
struggling to find the assurance of their salvation. John speaks
with tenderness but communicates the truth in a very effective and
powerful way. According to John, the life of the believer is a
changed life. In this letter John reveals what he believed to be
the essential characteristics of a true follower of Christ. We
would all do well examine our lives in light of what John teaches
us in this important epistle.







Chapter 1 - THE
WORD OF LIFE






Read 1 John
1:1-4

It is fitting that
the apostle John begins 1 John by introducing us to the Word of
Life. He begins two of his other writings in the same manner. In
his gospel he begins by presenting the Word who “became flesh”
(John 1:1-14), and in the opening chapter of his book of
Revelation, he makes known the one who stands among “seven golden
lampstands” (Revelation 1:9-20). All these are references to the
Lord Jesus. Let’s consider briefly what John tells us in this
letter about this Word of Life.

This Word Was
from the Beginning

In his gospel,
John tells us that the world was created by the Word (John 1:1-3).
Jesus, as the Word, always existed. He is God. We owe our lives and
our existence to Him. He has the power of life in Himself. He is
the creator; we are His creation. He was there in the beginning
when everything came into being. He is the eternal God, without
beginning or end.

This Word Was
Heard, Seen, Looked at, and Touched

Though he is a
holy God, the Lord Jesus came to dwell with his fallen creation.
God is a Spirit and not limited to a physical body, as we are. The
Word of Life, however, took on our limitations. The apostle John
was one of the privileged few to see and hear Him as He walked on
the earth. John touched this Word of Life with his own hands.
Notice here that John both “looked at” the Word of Life and saw Him
(verse 1). The Greek word used here for “looked at” differs from
the expression “to see.” To “look at” has the sense of
“contemplating.” It is the word used for someone watching a show.
It implies a careful examination. What John is telling us here is
that there is no doubt in his mind about the person of the Lord
Jesus. He has carefully examined Him and knows Him to be true. In
the first three verses of this letter, John expresses his assurance
about the Lord Jesus at least seven times:

1. “We have
heard” (verse 1)

2. “We have
seen with our eyes” (verse 1)

3. “We have
looked at” (verse 1)

4. “Our hands
have touched” (verse 1)

5. “The life
appeared” (verse 2)

6. “We have
seen it [the life]” (verse 2)

7. “We proclaim
to you what we have seen and heard” (verse 3)

It is hard to miss
the point. John wants us to understand that what he presents to us
here is solid fact.

This Word Is
the Source of Eternal Life

The person the
apostle describes here is the source of eternal life. John puts it
this way in his gospel: “In him was life, and that life was the
light of men” (John 1:4). The Word came to offer us life. John is
not speaking here about physical life, which we already had (though
even this we owe to Him). He speaks here about eternal, spiritual
life. This life comes from the Father through the person of the
Word of Life. Jesus came to offer us this eternal life.

We come now to the
reasons the apostle John feels compelled to write to us about the
Lord Jesus Christ. He states two reasons for writing this letter:
fellowship and joy. Below we explore both of these motives.

So That You
Also May Have Fellowship with Us (verse 3)

First, there is an
evangelistic thrust to this letter. While he is writing to
believers (“my dear children,” 2:1), he is conscious that not all
those who call themselves Chris-tians are really saved. He wants
those who have not yet received eternal life to reach out and grasp
it. John also has as his purpose to edify and encourage true
believers in their faith by reassuring them of the truth of the
claims of Christ. He wants to see these believers grasp, with
greater assurance, the truth about the Lord Jesus. As his readers
were built up in their faith concerning the person of the Lord
Jesus, they would enter a deeper fellowship with John, as they
participated more fully together in God’s work.

A very quick
glance at the three letters of John (1 John, 2 John, 3 John) will
show us that the apostle John is very concerned about this question
of fellowship. He writes his second and third letters to encourage
individuals to love one another and restore unity in the church. In
this first letter, fellowship is a major theme. Chapters 3 and 4
are devoted to the theme of love for one another and for God. Here
in verse 3 of chapter 1, we see that the basis for this unity and
fellowship is in the person and work of the Lord Jesus: “Our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” We
may not always agree with our brother and sister in Christ but if
we have accepted the Lord Jesus as our Savior and Lord we belong to
the same spiritual family. That bond is stronger than any minor
differences we may have.

We can have
fellowship with each other because we have a common Savior. We are
united by means of our common commitment to this Savior. We are
united by our common desire to please and love this Savior. We are
united by our common understanding of what he has done for us. We
are united by our common destiny. Our unity is found in the person
and work of the Lord Jesus. The more we know and love the Lord
Jesus, the more we will desire to actively engage in spiritual
relationships with those who belong to him. John’s first purpose in
writing this letter is to encourage greater fellowship around the
person and work of the Lord Jesus.

That Your Joy
May Be Full (verse 4, NKJV)

John also states a
second reason for writing this letter. John shares about the Lord
Jesus so that his readers will be full of joy. Where does this joy
come from? It comes from their knowledge of the person and work of
the Lord Jesus. The Christian life is a joyous life. John wants to
see his readers experience that joy. This is why he points them to
the Lord Jesus, who is the source of that joy.

There is some
debate here over the word “your” in verse 4 (NKJV). Some important
Greek manuscripts replace the word “your” with “our.” The New
International Version reflects this when it reads: “We write this
to make our joy complete.” John has just told us that he wrote this
letter so that his readers would enter into fellowship with himself
and the Lord Jesus. There is certainly a great joy in seeing people
come into a saving relationship with the Lord Jesus. There is joy
on the part of the person who introduces them to the Lord as well
as on the part of the person entering into fellowship. Ultimately,
John’s reason for writing this letter is so that together he and
his readers could share in the joy of knowing Christ.

The apostle bears
witness to what he has seen and heard. His witness is powerful
because of his personal experience with the Lord Jesus, the Word of
Life, when the Lord walked on the earth. John shares his
eye-witness experience with great assurance and enthusiasm. He
offers the Lord Jesus whole-heartedly to all his readers. It brings
him great joy to speak about the Lord. It is his great desire that
his readers would come to know this Word of Life. You can sense his
excitement as he shares his knowledge and introduces his readers to
the person of the Lord Jesus. Do you have this excitement in your
witness for the Lord?






For
Consideration:

* What proof
did John have that Jesus is who He claims to be?

* What is the
basis for our unity as believers, ac-cording to John?

* While we
never have seen or touched the Lord Jesus, can we say that we know
and have seen Him with our spiritual eyes? Explain.

* Do you share
the excitement of John in knowing Jesus? What hinders you from
wanting to share Him with others?

For Prayer:

* Thank the
Lord for coming down from heaven to make Himself real to us.

* Ask the Lord
to bring greater unity to the body of Christ in our day.

* Take a moment
to pray for a fellow believer in an-other church. Thank the Lord
that, while you do not always agree in certain matters, you have a
common bond in the Lord Jesus.

* Ask the Lord
to give you a greater enthusiasm in knowing Him.







Chapter 2 - FIRST
BARRIER TO FELLOWSHIP: SIN


Read 1 John
1:5-2:6

One of the
greatest truths of the Christian faith is that you and I can have a
close and intimate relationship with our creator. John reminds us
in the first four verses of this letter that though the Lord Jesus
existed from the beginning, He came to live on earth with us. John
tells us how he had the privilege of seeing, hearing, and touching
his Lord in the flesh. He delights in telling us about his
friendship with the Creator. He writes his epistle to call on his
readers to join him in this fellowship with God “the Father and
with His Son, Jesus Christ” (1:3).

While fellowship
with God is possible, there are several barriers that John wants to
warn his readers about. We will examine these barriers over the
course of the next few meditations. We will look at the first of
these barriers to communion with God in this chapter.

In our passage
John reminds us that “God is light; in Him there is no darkness at
all” (verse 5). What does John mean by this? Light represents
holiness and purity. Darkness, on the other hand, represents sin
and evil (see Psalm 119:105; John 1:4-5; Romans 13:11-14). In
saying that God is light, John is telling us that God is absolutely
holy and pure. All He does is good and perfect. Never can He be
accused of sin. He is the measure of complete holiness and
perfection. When John says that there is “no darkness at all” in
God, he rules out even the smallest possibility of God ever acting
against His own unchangeable laws. John is telling us that God’s
character is flawless. Everything that He ever did or ever will do
is perfect and holy. There is no darkness of sin in him “at
all.”

Having made this
statement about God’s absolute holiness, John then moves on to the
practical application of this doctrine. Remember here that John is
speaking about the barriers to fellowship with God. Since God is
light and there is no darkness in Him “at all,” we must also walk
in the light if we are to have a genuine relationship with Him. In
other words, we must walk in obedience and holiness if we want to
have communion with God.

John goes as far
as to say that if we claim to be in fellowship with God but “do not
practice the truth” (habitually walk in sin), we are liars (verse
6). If you say that you have received eternal life from God and
live a life characterized by evil, there is great cause to doubt
your claim. Fellowship with God is only possible in the context of
obedience and holiness. Because God is pure, He cannot fellowship
with those who enjoy impurity. God hates sin because it is
destructive to everything good (Proverbs 15:9; John 10:10).

Verse 7 tells us
that if we walk in the light, we also have fellowship with our
brothers and sisters in Christ. There is
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