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​Introduction

The Abundant Truth Men’s Study Series
was designed to instruct and encourage men to be Christ-like in
their daily journey. The Christian man, thus, has the
responsibility to reflect Christ’s image. Learn what God requires
for you as a Christian man. Discover how to rise to your rightful
place in God.

In this publication:

What is man? In this publication, we
will examine this notable question. It is repeatedly asked in the
scriptures. When God created man (more specifically, the male), He
had a purpose in mind. The male was to reflect His image and
likeness. The Christian man, thus, has the responsibility to
reflect Christ’s image. Learn what God requires for you as a
Christian man. Discover how to rise to your rightful place in God.
*****


​Chapter
1

The First Man

There is an identity crisis in the
land. Individuals join various clubs, organizations, and vices
trying to find themselves. Even in the Church, there are believers
who do not know who they are in Christ.

What is Man?

There is a question repeated
throughout the scriptures. What is Man?

What is man, that thou art mindful of
him? And the son of man, that thou visitest him? (Psalm
84)

But one in a certain place testified,
saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of
man, that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than
the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set
him over the works of thy hands. (Hebrews 2:6-7)

Before men can arise to their rightful
place in ministry and the Kingdom of God, they have to be sure of
who they are.

In order to discover the answer to our
question, we must look to the beginning.

In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)

In the beginning, the scriptures
declare that God created The world and the things contained in it
were spoken into existence.

Every green tree and every living
creature came into being because of His command.

The Formation of Man

To complete His creation, God created
man. Unlike all the other living creatures that were spoken into
existence, God became personally involved in man’s
creation.

And the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life;and man became a living soul. (Genesis 2:7)

Man was not spoken into existence; he
was formed. The Hebrew word used for formed was yatsar (pronounced
yaw-tsar’). It means to form through squeezing into shape, mould,
form a pattern. Aside from the physical attributes of man, there
were to be specific character traits the man was to
possess.

And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth. (Genesis 1:26)

When God prepared to create man, He
had two goals in mind. Man was to be created in His image and His
likeness.

The Image of God

The word translated image is tselem
(it is pronounced tseh’-lem). It means representation or
representative figure. This speaks of God’s authority. Created in
His image, man is to represent and operate in the authority of
God.

In order to do so properly, the
Christian man today must understand the difference between
authority and control.

Adam was given authority over what God
created. His authority came to establish the will of God for His
creation, not control creation. God brought the animals to Adam to
name them, not to tell them how they were to behave. He brought
definition and identity to what God had purposed.

Remember, God placed man over the
works of His hand. If God retained ownership, man became a godly
steward.

The Christian man operates in God’s
authority by enforcing and admonishing those around him to be what
God has purposed them to be. Adam did not plant Eden and did not
decide which trees were in the Garden.

However, he had the authority and
responsibility to till the ground and keep the Garden in the
condition that God had purposed.

True authority never controls and
dominates but has dominion and subdues. What is the difference?
Dominate and control is rooted in selfish desires and
perspectives.

To have dominion and subdue, find
their definition in God’s plan and not in man’s motives. Dominion
means to exercise rule or governance and subdue (in this context)
means to bring one’s environment into the will of God.

And God blessed them, and God said
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the
earth. (Genesis 1:28)

God instructed the man to have
dominion and subdue in order for the earth to be filled and
replenished. The man’s execution of God’s original commands would
be a visible illustration of God’s rule over the man that he
created.

The Likeness of God

The created man would also possess the
likeness of God. The word translated likeness is dmuth (it is
pronounced dem-ooth’). It simply means resemblance. This speaks of
God’s character.

Created in His likeness, man is to
reflect and demonstrate the character and personality of God. Man
was to operate in the authority given to him as he reflected the
nature of God.

When God created man, this was done
outside of cultural boundaries and standards. Thus, the definition
of a man is found in who he is above what he does.

One of the most celebrated passages of
scripture is the Beatitudes. This was the opening to what is called
Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount.” Jesus lists for us character traits
that every Christian male should demonstrate (Matthew
5:3-12).

The word “blessed” means happy. The
Christian male who walks in the likeness of God will definitely be
happy. Godly character leaves men open to walk in God’s authority
and favor.

Jesus never said anything for novelty.
He always instructed man in the ways of God. We will now look at
each of the Beatitudes to define briefly how a man should walk in
the likeness of God.

Blessed are the poor in spirit.
Christian males are humble men in the presence of God.

Blessed are those who mourn. Christian
males are tenderhearted (not faint-hearted), demonstrating the love
and compassion shown to them in Christ.

Blessed are those who are meek. Men,
walking in God’s likeness, are those who are mild, patient, and
long-suffering. They shall walk in dominion in the
earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst after righteousness. God delights in righteousness and men
who possess His likeness will endeavor to be upright and will
strive to put off the works of the flesh daily to walk pleasing in
the sight of God. They acknowledge their own sins and weaknesses,
endeavoring through practical application of the word to
overcome.

Blessed are those who are merciful. A
man who submits to the likeness of God will demonstrate the mercy
and forgiveness of God. They will restore others through solid
counsel and compassion in their walks with Christ. They have the
heart of God to restore weak members in the Body of Christ. They
demonstrate the verse that says that love covers the multitude of
sins.

Blessed are those who are pure in
heart. Christian males keep their hearts open before the Lord to
escape the deceptive influences that can come from within. Godly
men will judge themselves and their own motives to ensure that
there is no beam in their own eyes as they interact with others in
the Body of Christ.

Blessed are those who have been
persecuted and slandered. Men, created in His likeness, will know
how to suffer, how to be slandered, and how not to retaliate
through fighting, arguing, and intimidation.

They will not be “quitters” in their
walk with Christ when hardships surface. They will endeavor to
endure all manner of trials, tests, and tribulations as good
soldiers of Christ.

Men who recognize that God created
them to possess His nature will endeavor to have these traits. It
is possible for today’s Christian man to have these traits. They
are attainable through the work of the Holy Spirit and adherence to
godly principles.

Some men struggle because many men in
the kingdom of God operate in the external standards for a man
rather than the internal standards that come from the knowledge of
God through Christ. In the next chapter, we will look at more
identifying qualities for today’s Christian male.

​​​ Chapter
2

The Christian Man

Every Christian man should ask himself
this question: What makes me a man? More importantly, what makes me
a godly man?

Continuing our consideration of the
creation of the first man, there are some truths that every man
should embrace:

Truths for the Christian
Man

1. A man’s definition is not based
upon the externals, but upon internal character traits.

Though God gave a physical form to
man, He wanted man to reflect His nature. To be a real man, one
must reflect God’s nature and character.

God revealed this ultimate purpose for
man in Christ. Man (including woman) is to reflect Christ’s image;
who came in God’s image.

For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren. (Romans 8:29)

2. The definition of a man is found in
the image of God.

God used His godly characteristics as
the blueprint for man. Therefore, to define what a man is, one has
to look to the attributes of the One that created him.

So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God created he him; male and female created he
them. (Genesis 1:27)

3. Culture cannot define a
man.

God’s definition of a man is different
from ours. Before the development of the different nationalities
and cultures, God created man and saw that it was good.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. (Isaiah
55:8)

His ways and thoughts are not the same
as ours. Therefore, culture cannot always be used to define a man,
especially a godly man.

4. With the absence of strength,
income, ability to procreate, can one be called a man?

The world defines a man by his
strength and involvement in certain activities. The world defines a
man by his physical strength, intellect, and wealth.

Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches. (Jeremiah
9:23)

As one increases in age, his ability
to perform certain tasks diminishes. If a man does not know who he
is in Christ, when circumstances prevent him from meeting cultural
standards for manhood, he will lose his identity.

The Christian man has to learn only to
define his manhood in terms of righteousness and character, not in
external traits.

Qualities of the Christian
Man

With this understanding, we offer some
other qualities of the Christian man. We have listed seven main
qualities that should be found in every man who has received Jesus
Christ. Though many others exist, these are foundational to his
character.

He reflects Christ’s image.

As Adam was made in God’s image, the
Christian man has to be made in Christ’s image. He will reflect the
characteristics of Christ.

For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren. (Romans 8:29)

Christian men are demonstrators of the
life of Christ. They recognize that their old ways are dead with
Christ and they have risen to a new life in Him.

The Christian male embraces the truth
that God sent Christ as a man to redeem man. Therefore, Christ’s
life as a man becomes his example. The Christian male recognizes
that his life (including his identity) is hidden with
Christ.

He is a man full of wisdom and
integrity.

The Christian man will not be a fool.
He will not lack spiritual wisdom and insight. He will be full of
faith.

Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among
you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom…
(Acts 6:3a)

The Christian man should possess godly
wisdom as expressed in James epistle. His interaction with others
will be peaceable, yielding the fruits of
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