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Foreword






Matthew, Mark and
Luke recount the story of the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus
Christ from his birth to his resurrection and ascension. There is a
lot of repetition in the accounts of these three writers. They tell
the same story. In the interest of not repeating myself, I have
decided to examine the accounts together. The stories Matthew, Mark
and Luke recount not only complement each other but, when examined
together, give us a better picture of the life and ministry of the
Lord Jesus.

I have faced
several problems doing this harmony of Matthew, Mark and Luke.
Probably the biggest problem had to do with the order of events.
The gospel writers do not always recount the events of the life of
Christ in the same order. This is to be expected as each author has
a different purpose. This commentary is not an authority on the
order of events recorded in these Gospels.

Another problem I
encountered is really more of a problem for the reader. Because I
am commenting on three gospels at the same time, the reader is
forced to jump from one passage to another. I apologize for this
and realize that this makes it difficult to find a specific
pas-sage. To simplify this I have provided an index of pas-sages
and the chapter where the reader can find the commentary. Consult
the index if you are looking for a particular passage.

The large quantity
of material covered in these three Gospels presented yet another
challenge. I have decided to cover the material in three volumes.
In this first volume we will examine the birth and early years of
Jesus ministry. See the index for a more detailed list of passages
covered in this first volume.

I pray that this
commentary will reveal Jesus to you in a greater way. May it point
you to his grace, mercy, love and justice. May it challenge you to
follow his example and open your heart to him and his work on your
behalf.

This commentary,
as with all the others in this series, is designed to be devotional
in nature. My desire is that it not only impart knowledge but also
life. It is my desire that each reader understand the passage and
be changed by its truth. I trust that you will be a different
person for working through these important Bible books. May God
bless you richly as you embark on this study.






F. Wayne Mac
Leod
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Chapter 1 –
GENEALOGIES






Read
Matthew1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38

We begin our study
of the life of Jesus Christ by examining the genealogies recorded
for us in both Matthew and Luke. Before examining these, however,
it is important to understand something about the authors.

Matthew was a
Jewish tax collector. The record of how he came to know the Lord is
found in Matthew 9:9. The Lord Jesus invited him to leave his
occupation as a tax collector and follow him. Matthew did just
that. It is believed that Luke, on the other hand, was a Gentile.
Many believe he was converted under the ministry of the apostle
Paul. He was likely a doctor by profession and followed Paul in his
missionary journeys. Their different backgrounds will be reflected
in their books.

We will begin with
some brief comments about the genealogy of Matthew. Matthew began
his genealogy by emphasizing the fact that Jesus was the son of
David and the son of Abraham. These were two key individuals in the
Jewish mind. Abraham was the father of the Jewish nation. From a
prophetic point of view, the Messiah was to come as a descendant of
David, the son of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1). Matthew's genealogy begins
with Abraham to emphasize Christ’s Jewish roots. It moves through
David to emphasize his kingly line and his fulfillment of the
prophecy of a Messiah who would come through the line of David.

There is another
important detail we need to mention in this context. We have noted
that Matthew was a tax collector. As a tax collector, he was
disliked by the Jewish community and considered to be an outcast.
These tax collectors gathered taxes for the hated Roman
authorities. They also made their money off the backs of their
Jewish brothers and sisters.

What is
significant for us to note here is that Matthew's genealogy
mentions four women from verses three to six. Two of these women
were Gentiles (Rahab and Ruth). Of the four women mentioned in this
genealogy three of them have a blot on their name. Tamar bore a
child by posing as a prostitute and deceiving her father-in law.
Rahab also was a prostitute during the days of Joshua. Uriah's wife
Bath-Sheba became pregnant because of an adulterous affair with
David. Matthew, as a tax collector, could identify with outcasts.
He knew what it was like to experience the community's rejection.
These names were not essential to the genealogy (which was traced
through the husband and not the wife) but they are clearly
mentioned. Could it be that Matthew found great comfort in the fact
that these women were in the genealogy of Christ? Jesus was a
friend of sinners and outcasts. It is significant that Matthew
mentions these women in his genealogy.

Matthew's
genealogy is divided into three sections with fourteen generations
recorded in each section. These sections are divided by significant
historical events. The first list goes from Abraham, the father of
the Jewish nation, to King David (verses 1-6). The second division
is from King David to the exile (verses 7-11). The final division
is from the exile to the coming of Jesus Christ (verses 12-16). It
is important to note that in order to maintain his list of three
groups of fourteen generations, Matthew is forced to omit certain
individuals from his list. It was not uncommon to omit names from
this sort of genealogical record. The purpose here is not to give
all the details but to trace the roots of Christ back to Abraham
through David.

There is one other
important element to note in the genealogy of Matthew. Matthew 1:17
tells us that there are fourteen generations in each historical
division. The problem is that there appears to be one name missing.
In total there are only forty-one names in this list leaving the
last division with only thirteen names instead of fourteen. This
problem may be solved, however, by examining what Matthew tells us
in verse 17. He tells us that from Abraham to David there were
fourteen generations. From David to the exile he also has fourteen
names. In other words, David must be included twice here in this
list.

Luke's genealogy
in Luke 3:23-38 is slightly different from Matthew's. Matthew
begins with Abraham and works up to Christ. Luke begins with Jesus
and works back to Adam. Again it is important to note that not all
the generations are included in this list. While Matthew wants to
trace the genealogy of Jesus to Abraham the father of the Jewish
nation, Luke, as a Gentile, traced him back to Adam the father of
all nations.

Another important
detail to note about Luke’s genealogy is that it seems to be
radically different from Matthew’s. A quick look at the names in
these genealogies would cause us to wonder if we are looking at the
same person. There is some debate over these two genealogies. Luke
traces Mary’s descendants and not Joseph’s as was customary. The
reason for this may be that in Luke’s mind Joseph was not the
biological father of Jesus. Mary was his biological mother. Again
as a doctor Luke would have been particularly interested in being
precise about his true parents. In emphasizing Mary rather than
Joseph, Luke underscores the virgin birth of Christ.

Luke 3:23 tells us
that Joseph's father was Heli. Matthew 1:16, on the other hand,
says that his father was Jacob. Because the custom was to trace the
ancestry through the male, Luke begins with Joseph as Mary’s
representative. Heli was in reality the father-in-law of
Joseph.

Luke also traces
the genealogy of Jesus through David. Luke wanted to show his
readers that Jesus was the fulfillment of prophecy and the Messiah
from the root of Jesse, the father of David.

We see here that
Matthew and Luke each have a different focus. They present the Lord
Jesus and the events of his life in slightly different ways. It is
helpful for us to see these various accounts of the life of our
Lord. Both of these accounts show us that the Lord Jesus, as the
Son of God, came to this earth and identified with us. His
genealogy can be traced through human lines though he had no
earthly father. The genealogies are important as they show us that
Jesus became one with us in his humanity.



For
Consideration:


	
What do these
genealogies teach us about what was important to Matthew and Luke
about the life of Christ?



	
What does
Matthew's inclusion of Rahab, Tamar, Ruth and Bath-Sheba teach us
about the Lord Je-sus and his concern for the outcast and
sinner?



	
Take a moment to
consider what it must have meant for the Lord Jesus to take on
human flesh and become a man. What is your response to this
reality?



	
Why is it
important that we see that Jesus had a human line?





For Prayer:


	
Thank the Lord
that he can identify with us as humans because he himself became
human.



	
Thank the Lord
that he has a concern for the sinner and the outcast.



	
Thank the Lord for
the way this genealogy shows us that Jesus was the perfect
fulfillment of prophecy.



	
Thank the Lord for
his willingness to take on human flesh to reach out to us. Ask him
to enable you to be willing to offer yourself to him.








Chapter 2 -
INTRODUCTIONS






Read Mark 1:1;
Luke 1:1-4

As we continue to
examine the gospels and their account of the life of our Lord it is
important for us to take a moment to examine the introductory
statements of both Mark and Luke.

Mark begins his
account with a very simple statement in verse 1: “The beginning of
the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”

Before commenting
on this verse it may be helpful for us to consider the identity of
Mark himself. There are generally two traditions concerning the
identity of Mark. Some commentators see him as the John Mark whose
life is recorded for us in the book of Acts. He was a co-worker
with Paul and Barnabas on their missionary journeys. The second
tradition states that he is the person spoken of in 1 Peter
5:13:

She who is in
Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so
does my son Mark.

If this second
individual is the Mark who wrote this gospel, he would very likely
have been a convert of the apostle Peter. Whoever the author was,
it is quite clear that he was known by the apostles, worked with
them and had their support and validation in what he wrote about
our Lord.

Mark's
introduction is very simple, “The beginning of the gospel about
Jesus Christ the Son of God.” He says two things here. First, Jesus
was the Christ. The word Christ means anointed one and is
associated with the Messiah who would come to save his people from
their sin. Second, Jesus was the Son of God. The term “Son of God”
refers to the fact that Jesus was God in nature and attributes.
There is no question here in Mark’s mind that Jesus was God and the
Messiah who was to come.

Mark immediately
jumps from this brief introduction to the baptism of our Lord by
John the Baptist. There is no account of his birth or childhood.
His focus is on the ministry of Jesus. We have to depend on the
other Gospel writers for the details of the birth and childhood of
Christ.

Luke's
introduction to his Gospel is quite different. He begins by
explaining to his readers how he came to write his gospel. Luke
told his readers that there were many accounts circulating about
the events of Jesus’ life. As you can imagine, among those stories
would be many events that could not be confirmed. Luke felt it
necessary to write his book in order to have an accurate record of
the confirmed miracles and events of the life of our Lord. He
recorded the events that were handed down to him by eyewitnesses
and servants of the Lord who witnessed his life and miracles (verse
2). What Luke records for us here is proven fact. His report of the
life of Christ comes from people who had firsthand experience and
knowledge of the events. As a doctor, Luke is very keen on
preserving the clear and confirmed facts about the life and
ministry of the Lord Jesus. Notice that he makes it clear in verse
3 that he has "carefully investigated everything from the
beginning." Luke reassures us that the events he records are true
and without question. Luke’s intent was to provide readers with an
account they could trust.

Luke addressed his
gospel to the "most excellent Theophilus." The identity of
Theophilus is uncertain. It is significant that Theophilus is
addressed as "most excel-lent." This phrase was often used in
Luke's day to address royalty or nobility. We see this phrase, for
example, in the book of Acts which was also written by Luke.

Everywhere and
in every way, most excellent Fe-lix, we acknowledge this with
profound gratitude. (Acts 24:3, NIV)

I am not
insane, most excellent Festus," Paul re-plied. "What I am saying is
true and reasonable. (Acts 26:25, NIV)

In both cases
mentioned above the term "most excellent" is used to refer to
governors. This has led some commentators to assume that Luke was
writing this gospel in an official way for a particular individual
of noble rank in society.

The name
"Theophilus" comes from two Greek words which mean "lovers of God."
This has led other commentators to assume that Luke is writing to
all "lovers of God."

What is clear in
this preface of Luke is that we have the guarantee of Luke himself
that what he recorded for us is certain. Luke made this very clear
in verse 4 when he told his readers that he had written these
things “so that you may know the certainty of the things you have
been taught.” Luke’s book is intended to remove all doubt in the
minds of God's people concerning the events of the life of our
Lord.






For
Consideration:


	
What does the
introduction to the gospel of Mark tell us about what Mark believed
concerning the Lord Jesus?



	
How does Luke
assure his readers of the truth of the events he has recorded for
them in his preface?



	
How important is
it that all the gospel writers either knew Jesus or the apostles
personally? Does this add validity to what they said?





For Prayer:


	
Thank the Lord
that he put it on the hearts of these particular individuals to
carefully write out the details of his life.



	
Thank the Lord for
the way he has preserved the details of his life for all ages so
that you and I can read about them today.



	
Thank him for the
assurance we have that the record of his life is absolutely
trustworthy.








Chapter 3 - THE
ANNOUNCEMENT TO ZECHARIAH






Read Luke
1:5-25

In Luke 1:5-25 we
meet a priest by the name of Zechariah. He belonged to the priestly
division of Abijah. 1 Chronicles 24:1 tells us that Aaron's
descendants were divided into twenty-four divisions and given
various responsibilities in the temple. Zechariah's wife,
Elizabeth, was also from a priestly line. She was a descendant of
Aaron. From verse 6 we understand that not only were Zechariah and
Elizabeth from a priestly line but they both feared the Lord God
and observed his commandments and regulations blamelessly.

Zechariah and
Elizabeth, though they lived for the Lord, had not been able to
have children. This would have been well known in the community. It
would also have been a very difficult thing for them to deal with
in their lives as a couple. Children, in this culture, were a sign
of blessing from the Lord. It obviously grieved this couple that
there would be no descendant to carry on their family name. Both
Elizabeth and Zechariah were getting older and at a point where all
hope of having a child was lost (verse 7).

Zechariah was
performing his duties one day at the temple. It was his turn to
burn incense before the Lord (verse 9). He was in the Holy Place of
the temple burning incense on the incense altar. The worshippers
had gathered outside in the courtyard to pray. As Zechariah burnt
the incense, an angel appeared to him. Luke tells us that the angel
stood on the right side of the altar (verse 11). The right is often
used in Scripture to indicate favour and blessing. Jesus sits at
the right hand of the Father in heaven (Matthew 26:64). A father or
priest would place his right hand on the head of the person he
wished to bless (Genesis 48:17-20). Could it be that the angel
wanted to communicate that the favour of God was on Zechariah?

When Zechariah saw
the angel, he was startled and gripped with fear (verse 12). Being
in the Holy Place he was separated from the rest of the people in
the temple. He and the angel were alone. The angel saw Zechariah's
fear and reassured him (verse 13).

Notice in verse 13
that the angel told Zechariah that their prayer for a child had
been heard. We understand from this that they had been praying that
the Lord would give them a child. This confirms to us that the
matter had been a burden on their hearts. For a long time they had
been praying without seeing the answer to their prayer. The time
for an answer had come. The angel informed Zechariah that the Lord
was going to give them a son. They were to call him John. The name
in Hebrew means, "God's gracious gift."

The angel further
informed Zechariah that this child would not be an ordinary child.
He would be born for a particular purpose. His birth would bring
his parents great joy and delight. They would be comforted in their
sorrow and encouraged that God had compassion on them in their
need.

There are times
when we wonder if the Lord is hearing our prayer. This passage
tells us that the Lord is not deaf to our cries. His timing is not
the same as ours. He came to Zechariah and Elizabeth in his time.
This child would be a very special child. He would accomplish more
than his parents could ever imagine. His name would go down in
history because of the purpose God had for his life. God does not
delay his answer to your prayer without reason. Here he delayed his
answer so that he could give to Elizabeth and Zechariah a son who
would prepare the way for the Messiah. As a devout priestly couple,
they looked with great eagerness for the coming of the promised
Messiah. It would have been difficult for them to imagine having a
child of their own in their old age but to imagine that the child
they bore would prepare the way for the Messiah would have been
beyond their wildest dreams. Was it worth the wait? For Elizabeth
and Zechariah you can be sure it was. God knew what he was doing. I
do not know why the Lord has delayed in answering your request but
be assured that there is a reason. Trust him and wait. He will not
disappoint.

The angel told
Zechariah that the child that would be born to them would be great
in the sight of the Lord. God had a particular role for him to
play. This child was never to drink wine or fermented drink. Some
see here a reference to a Nazirite vow. Those who were under such a
vow would not shave their hair or drink strong drink. They did this
because they were set apart by the Lord for a particular purpose
(see Numbers 6:2-12). Samson was under a similar vow.

The angel
explained to Zechariah that John would be filled with the Holy
Spirit even before his birth. The Holy Spirit would keep him and
protect him so that he could accomplish the work God had called him
to do.

God had called
John to bring back the people of Israel to their Lord (verse 16).
Israel had wandered from the pathway. John would point them to the
Saviour. He would go before the Lord in the spirit and power of
Elijah. He would turn the hearts of the fathers to their children.
Homes would be restored. He would also turn the disobedient to the
wisdom of God and to righteousness. As we look at the ministry of
John the Baptist we see that the Lord's special anointing was
indeed on his life. People came from all over to hear John preach.
He challenged people to make things right with God and repent of
their sins. Many were touched by his ministry.

We can only wonder
what the impact of these words had on Zechariah. This was
incredible news. He found it hard to believe that what he was
hearing could be true. In verse 18 he asked the angel to confirm
what he was saying by giving him a sign. He reminded the angel that
he was now well advanced in years and so was his wife. There is an
element of doubt in Zechariah’s heart. Though he was priest and
loved the Lord very much, Zechariah still had a hard time believing
what the angel was telling him.

The angel who
spoke to Zechariah introduced himself as the angel Gabriel who
stood in the presence of God. The appearance of an angel should
have been enough to remove all doubt from Zechariah’s heart but he
still doubted. Because of his unbelief, the angel told him that he
would not be able to speak until the day the child was born. This
inability to speak would be the sign he had asked from the angel.
This was not the sign Zechariah was looking for but it was
obviously very effective.

Verse 20 makes it
clear that the reason why Zechariah would not be able to speak was
because he did not believe what the angel had told him. For nine
months he would bear the shame of his unbelief. He would watch his
wife during her pregnancy and be reminded of how he had not
believed what the angel had told him.

As Zechariah spoke
with the angel, the people waited outside. Traditionally, the
priest would come out to bless the people who had gathered and
offer a benediction to conclude their worship. The people began to
wonder what had happened to him because he was not coming out of
the Holy Place. When he finally did come out he could not speak to
bless them. All he could do was make signs to them. Obviously this
would have been confusing to the people and an embarrassment to
Zechariah.

The Lord opened
the womb of Elizabeth as he had promised. Notice that for five
months, Elizabeth remained in seclusion. It is uncertain why she
would remain in seclusion. We can be sure that this time alone was
a time of praise and thanksgiving to God for his wonderful answer
to prayer. Elizabeth rejoiced in the fact that God had taken away
her disgrace by giving her a child.

In this chapter we
see the hand of a sovereign God working out his purposes. We see
that God's ways are not always our ways. He answers prayers in his
time. He can use us even in our doubt and confusion. He is not deaf
to our pleas. The child born to this elderly couple would be
powerfully used of God to restore families and relationships with
God. He would prepare his people for the coming of the Messiah.






For
Consideration:


	
What does this
passage teach us about how God answers prayer? Does God always
answer prayers when and how we want?



	
What does this
passage teach us about the type of person God uses?



	
How important is
the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives and ministries?



	
What does this
section teach us about the consequences of unbelief?





For Prayer:


	
Thank the Lord
that he does answer prayers in his time and in his way which is
better than our way and time.



	
Thank the Lord
that he uses us even when we fail in our faith and don’t fully
believe his promises.



	
Thank the Lord
that he has given us his Holy Spirit to be our guide and protector.
Ask God to fill you more with his Holy Spirit.








Chapter 4 - THE
ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY






Read Luke
1:26-38

In the last
chapter we saw how the angel of the Lord spoke to Zechariah and
told him that he was going to have a son who would prepare the way
for the Messiah. Here in this next section we see how this same
angel spoke to Mary, the mother of Jesus. The angel Gabriel came to
visit Mary six months into Elizabeth's pregnancy. At this time Mary
was living in the town of Nazareth in Galilee.

It is important to
note here that Mary was still a virgin but she was engaged to be
married to a man by the name of Joseph. Luke finds it important to
mention that Joseph was a descendant of David. This is significant
because the Messiah was to be a descendant of David, the son of
Jesse (Isaiah 11:10). While Joseph was not the biological father of
Jesus, he would be called to raise him as his son. According to the
law of the day, Joseph was his legal father.

The angel Gabriel
appeared to Mary and called her a "favoured woman" (see verse 28).
It should be under-stood here that she was favoured not because she
was better than anyone else (although she obviously did love and
serve the Lord). She was favoured because the Lord God had chosen
her, despite herself, for a very particular mission. The presence
of God was with her in a very special way. She was protected and
kept by God for the task of being the mother of the Lord Jesus.

Mary was not sure
how to take what she was hearing. Like Zechariah before her, she
too was afraid of the angel. From verse 29 we understand that Mary
was confused about what she heard the angel say.

Seeing her fear
and confusion, Gabriel comforted her. He told her not to be afraid.
He reminded her that she had found special favour with God. Gabriel
went on to tell her that she would become pregnant and give birth
to a son. She was to name him Jesus.

As he did for
Zechariah, Gabriel told Mary something about this child that she
would bear. This child would be called the Son of the Most High. In
other words, his true father would be God himself. He would also be
given the throne of his father David. He would be the fulfillment
of the prophecy of a Messiah who would come as a descendant of
David. As a descendant of David, he would reign as king over his
people (though admittedly not as his people expected). His kingdom
would have no end. This kingdom was not an earthly kingdom. It was
a spiritual kingdom. Those who belonged to this kingdom would bow
their knee to the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus would conquer the
hearts and soul of his people. This kingdom would come with power
over evil and dominion over Satan and his angels. The kingdom of
the Lord Jesus is still alive today. The Lord Jesus is conquering
hearts and lives. Each day men, women and children are joining that
kingdom and bowing the knee in surrender to their Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. This kingdom spread from Israel to the far corners of
the earth. The Lord is building his church and nothing can stop
it.

Mary was confused
as she listened to what the angel Gabriel was telling her. She did
not understand what the angel was saying. She was still a virgin.
Mary obviously understood that what the angel said to her had
nothing to do with Joseph her fiancé. Had the angel come to her
when she was married to Joseph she would have under-stood but this
was quite different.

Seeing her
confusion, Gabriel explained to her that the Holy Spirit would come
on her and the power of the Most High God would overshadow her. God
would envelop her and touch her with his mighty power. The One who
created life would miraculously place a child in her womb. This
child would not be the result of any sexual relation-ship. This
child would have no earthly biological father but he would grow in
Mary’s womb as her own child. Gabriel told her in verse 35 that
this child would be holy. He would be called the Son of God.

This whole process
would be a miracle. It would not be easy for Mary to deal with this
situation. The community would not understand her. She risked her
reputation as an honourable woman. What would she tell Joseph?
Would he understand what had happened? She would certainly need the
presence of God to go through this time. The direction of the Lord
will not always make sense to those around us. Sometimes it doesn’t
even make sense to us. People may have falsely accused Mary of
wrongdoing. What would you have believed had you been Mary’s friend
at this time?

It may be
important for us to take a moment here to note the theological
significance of the fact that Joseph was not the earthly father of
the Lord Jesus. What we under-stand theologically is that every
person born into this world of human descent is a sinner. When Adam
sinned he passed on that sinful nature to every descendant that
followed. The Psalmist David recognized this fact when he said in
Psalm 51:5, “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my
mother conceived me.”

Every descendant
of Adam was born with a sinful nature. In the context of the Old
Testament, the Lord God required the sacrifice of a lamb without
blemish for the sins of his people. The Lord Jesus did not come as
a descendant of Adam. He was placed into the womb of Mary in a very
different way. Because he was not a descendant of Adam, he was not
born with that sinful nature. He was free from the sin that was
passed on from generation to generation. He alone could be the
sacrifice for our sin as a perfect Lamb without blemish.

As Mary pondered
what the angel was telling her, Gabriel told her that Elizabeth,
her relative, was also going to have a child in her old age. Mary
understood that Elizabeth had been barren. This news was a sign
from the Lord. If God had given Elizabeth a child in her old age,
he could also work in her to accomplish his purposes.

In sharing with
Mary about Elizabeth, the angel Gabriel gave her an understanding
friend to support her in her time of trouble. How important it
would have been for Mary at this time in her life to have a female
friend with whom she could speak, who understood and accepted what
had happened to her. Elizabeth, too, would have benefited from
being able to speak with Mary and share about her miraculous
pregnancy. Gabriel reminded Mary that with God nothing was
impossible (verse 37).

Mary's response to
all of this is seen in verse 38. "I am the Lord's servant," she
said, "may it be to me as you have said." She is a willing servant
of the Lord. She willingly offers herself to be used of God for his
purpose. She does not understand all the details nor does she know
what the response of the community would be but she is willing to
entrust this matter in the hands of the Lord. How we need to see
more people willing to step out in obedience like Mary.






For
Consideration:


	
What lesson do we
learn from the willingness of Mary to be used of God whatever the
cost?



	
What does this
section teach us about the importance of friends? How would Mary
and Elizabeth be able to support each other?



	
Why is it so
important that the Lord Jesus be born of a virgin?



	
Compare the
response of Mary to the response of Zechariah in the first part of
this chapter. What is the difference? What would have been your
response to the angel’s announcement?



	
Are you willing to
offer yourself completely to the Lord for his use?





For Prayer:


	
Ask the Lord to
make you more willing to surrender to him and his purposes for your
life?



	
Thank the Lord
that he reaches out to us in favour. Thank him for the favour he
has shown you in your life.



	
Ask the Lord to
help you to be obedient no matter what others might think of
you.








Chapter 5 - MARY
AND ELIZABETH






Read Luke
1:39-56

In the last
meditation we saw how the angel Gabriel spoke to Mary about the
child she would bear. He told her about her relative Elizabeth who
also was pregnant. Mary does not waste any time in going to see
Elizabeth. In the last section, Gabriel told Mary that Elizabeth
was in her sixth month. Verse 56 tells us that Mary stayed with
Elizabeth for three months. Seeing that the normal length of
pregnancy is nine months, this would imply that that Mary went
immediately to see Elizabeth.

The time these
women spent together would have been very special. Though very
different in age, Mary and Elizabeth shared something in common.
There would have been many conversations about what was happening
to them. They would minister to each other. I am convinced that
both women would look back on those three months as being a very
special time in their lives. Knowing that they were not alone would
have given them strength and encouragement. It was not without
reason that Gabriel told Mary about Elizabeth. God gave these women
a special friendship in this time of their lives.

Luke tells us that
when Mary first arrived at the home of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leapt within her and she
was filled with the Holy Spirit. Luke, as a doctor, seems to be
very interested in this. He recognized that there was a connection
between the voice of Mary and the leaping of the child in
Elizabeth's womb. This event would have confirmed several important
facts. It confirmed what the angel said to Zechariah about his
child being filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb
(Luke 1:15). Elizabeth would also be confirmed in her understanding
that God did have a special purpose and plan for the child she
would bear. The fact that the unborn child in Elizabeth’s womb
recognized the presence of Mary’s child was a solid confirmation to
her that her child, too, was very special.

When Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit she prophesied. It should be understood
here that there is no evidence that Mary had ever spoken to
Elizabeth about being pregnant. Elizabeth speaks the words the
Spirit of God gave to her. These words confirmed to Mary
every-thing the angel Gabriel had told her. Elizabeth could not
have known these things were it not for the Holy Spirit revealing
them to her.

Elizabeth told
Mary that she was blessed among woman and that the child she would
bear would also be blessed. Elizabeth told her that she considered
herself blessed that the mother of her Lord would come to her. She
knew Mary was pregnant. She knew also that the child she carried
was the Messiah.

Elizabeth went on
to tell Mary that as soon as she heard the sound of her voice, the
child within her leapt for joy. The unborn child, John, in the womb
of his mother, had some conscious awareness of what was happening
around him. This is an important verse in relation to the question
of abortion. Even this unborn child was being touched and used by
the Holy Spirit. He was aware, in his own way that he was in the
presence of the mother of his Lord. He had feelings and awareness
even before he was born.

In verse 45
Elizabeth told Mary that she was blessed because she believed what
the Lord had told her. Again there is no way that Elizabeth could
have known this apart from the revelation of the Holy Spirit.

God was pleased
with Mary’s belief even when what she was told made no sense. We
can only wonder where Zechariah was when this conversation was
taking place. Zechariah could not speak because he did not believe
the angel Gabriel when he told him that he would have a son. Mary's
presence and her trust in the Lord would have been a rebuke to him
in his unbelief as a spiritual leader and priest. Mary's presence
would not only have been an encouragement to Elizabeth but also a
real challenge to Zechariah in his faith.

As Mary listened
to Elizabeth, her heart began to explode with praise and
thanksgiving. She realized that God had chosen her for a very
special task. Her spirit was lifted up and she rejoiced in her God.
Notice the reason for her rejoicing in the verses to follow.

The Lord Is
Mindful Of His Humble Servants

Mary is amazed
that the Lord God would reach down to her personally. Who was she
that she should receive his attention? Who was she that all the
generations to come would call her blessed? God delights in taking
the humble and lifting them up. None of us deserve that he should
pour himself so powerfully through us but what a joy and blessing
it is to see him do so. Mary rejoiced because the Lord had done
great things for her. She praised his name because he was a holy
God who reached down to her (verse 49).

His Mercy
Extends To All Who Fear Him

Mary understood
that this tremendous grace and mercy of God extended not only to
her but also to all who feared his name (verse 50). His mercy is
extended to you and me today. As a God of mercy and compassion he
delights to extend his hand. Because this mercy extends to all
generations, it is available to us and to our children as well.

He Scatters the
Proud

Verse 51 tells us
that he performed mighty deeds and scattered the proud in their
inmost thoughts. Notice that the pride spoken of here is a pride in
the inmost thoughts. Maybe no one else saw this pride. It was
buried deep down inside in the deepest thoughts but never exposed
to others. God sees this pride and rejects it. James 4:6 tells us
that, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." This
is what Mary is saying here. God openly resists those who are proud
but he sees the humble and delights in raising them up.

There is no one
too big for God to bring down. Mary tells us that God brings down
even great leaders who lift themselves up in pride. While God pulls
down the proud, verse 53 tells us that he fills the hungry with
good thing but sends the rich away empty handed.

Mary knew that the
Lord had reached down not only to her but to all her people. She
saw the child in her womb to be the fulfillment of the promise that
God had made to Abraham to make of him a blessing to all the
nations of the earth. God was giving Mary a clearer sense of how
what is happening to her fitted into his purposes for her nation
and the entire world.

Mary’s time with
Elizabeth would undoubtedly be used of God to encourage her and
strengthen her in her faith and confidence in his purpose for her
life. When God calls he also equips us to do what he has called us
to do.






For
Consideration:


	
How do you think
God used Mary's time with Elizabeth to encourage and prepare her
for the rest of her pregnancy? Has God ever sent people to you in
your time of need?



	
What do we learn
here about the sin of pride? Why is pride so terrible in the eyes
of God?



	
What encouragement
do you receive from the fact that the Lord is merciful to the
humble?



	
Notice how Mary is
a very humble person but also one who is powerfully used of God.
What is the difference between false humility which does not feel
worthy to be used and true humility which offers itself completely
to the Lord for him to use as he sees fit?





For Prayer:


	
Ask the Lord to
reveal to you any pride that may stand between you and him.



	
Ask the Lord to
teach you to be humble.



	
Thank the Lord
that he reaches down to us even when we are not worthy of his
attention.



	
Thank the Lord
that when he calls us to minister, he will also provide all that we
need to accomplish the task to which he has called us.








Chapter 6 - THE
BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST


Read Luke
1:57-80

As promised,
Elizabeth gave birth to a son. Notice in verse 58 that the birth of
this child was seen by the neighbours as the Lord showing mercy to
Elizabeth. This is a reflection of the mentality of the day. Child
bearing was a sign of the Lord’s blessing on a woman. With the
birth of this son, Elizabeth’s disgrace was removed. There was
great joy in the neighbourhood and even greater joy in the
family.

When the child was
eight days old, as was the custom, he was brought to the temple to
be circumcised. Zechariah, the child’s father, had not spoken for
nine months because of his unbelief. The family decided that this
new son would bear the name of his father. This would have been a
great honour for Zechariah. We need to remember, however, that the
angel told Zechariah to name the child John (Luke 1:13). Zechariah
had obviously communicated this to his wife.

When Elizabeth
told everyone that they wanted to call the child John, the
relatives were surprised as there was no one in the family with
that name. They made signs to Zechariah asking him what name he
wanted to give to the young child (verse 62). Some commentators
find significance in the fact that the relatives made signs to
Zechariah. Some believe that he may also have been deaf. This may
be because of his age.

Zechariah asked
for a writing tablet. He wrote "His name is John" on the tablet and
showed it to them. As soon as he wrote these words on the tablet
his tongue was loosed and he began to speak. There is a connection
between the naming of the child and the healing of Zechariah. In
some ways, the naming of John was a test for Zechariah. His
obedience to the Lord was what set his tongue free. The angel had
clearly told him that the child was to be named John. Zechariah
sacrificed the honour of having a son bear his name to be obedient
to God. We are left wondering what would have happened if Zechariah
had chosen to allow his relatives to name the child after him.

There is a
valuable lesson here we cannot miss. Zechariah's healing was the
result of a simple act of obedience. I am struck by the power of
this simple act of obedience. Could it be that there are people who
continue to live in defeat because they are not willing to renounce
their sin and obey the Lord in some simple matter in their lives?
Could a simple act of obedience unleash God’s blessing and end
years of struggle and curses?

The neighbours
were astonished at what they saw. Maybe they had given up all hope
of ever hearing Zechariah speak again. News of this event spread
throughout the whole countryside. People all over that region spoke
about Zechariah’s healing. They wondered what this young child
would become when such a great
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