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          This book is dedicated first and foremost to the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, who did not leave sinners in darkness, sorrow, shame, or death, but came near with mercy, truth, compassion, and saving grace.

          To every broken soul who has ever wondered if God still sees, still cares, still hears, and still draws near, may these pages remind you that Christ did not come for the whole, but for the wounded; not for the proud, but for the needy; not for the righteous, but for sinners in need of repentance and redemption.

          To the weary believer walking through wilderness, grief, temptation, disappointment, or fear, may you behold again the Saviour who stepped into our suffering, stood beside our graves, carried our cross, conquered our death, and still walks with His own.

          And to every servant of God who longs to make Christ known in a broken world, may this book strengthen your heart to preach Him, love Him, follow Him, and point others to Him.

          For He came near enough to touch the unclean, forgive the guilty, call the fallen, calm the fearful, weep with the grieving, suffer for the sinner, and rise for the redeemed.

          To Him be all glory, honour, and praise.

    

  


  
    
          “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…”

          — John 1:14

          He did not love us from a distance.

          He came near.

          Near enough to be born among us.

          Near enough to walk with us.

          Near enough to touch the unclean.

          Near enough to weep at the grave.

          Near enough to bear the cross.

          Near enough to rise again.

          And still near enough to save.
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          There are truths so familiar that the heart can pass over them too quickly, and one of those truths is this: Jesus Christ came near. We speak often of His birth, His miracles, His compassion, His cross, and His resurrection, but if we are not careful, we can allow these holy realities to become distant in our minds. We can know the words without feeling the wonder. We can repeat the doctrine without being freshly humbled by the mercy. Yet the coming of Christ is not a cold religious fact; it is the breathtaking revelation that the eternal Son of God stepped into the very world that had been broken by sin.

          This book calls the reader to slow down and behold Him again. Not merely as a figure of history, but as the living Saviour who entered human sorrow with divine compassion. He came into darkness as the true Light. He came into poverty with heavenly mercy. He came into temptation without sin. He came to the unclean with a healing touch. He came to the guilty with living water. He came to the fallen with a saving call. He came to storms, graves, gardens, crosses, and empty tombs, and in every place He revealed the heart of God.

          The pages ahead are not written to satisfy curiosity alone. They are written to draw the soul nearer to Christ. Every chapter reminds us that the Lord Jesus did not remain far from the pain of mankind. He walked into it. He wept within it. He prayed beneath it. He suffered through it. He died for it. Then He rose above it forever.

          In a world still wounded by sin, fear, grief, shame, and death, there is no message more needed than the nearness of Christ. May this book lead every weary believer, every searching sinner, and every wounded heart to rediscover the Saviour who came near enough to save.

          Read prayerfully. Read slowly. Read with an open Bible and a tender heart. And as you read, may you find yourself saying with fresh wonder: He came near for me.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      There has never been a world too broken for Christ to enter.

      When sin shattered Eden, Heaven did not turn away in cold silence. When man wandered into darkness, God did not abandon him to the night. From the first promise of redemption to the fullness of time in Bethlehem, the heart of God was moving toward fallen humanity. The story of Jesus Christ is not the story of a distant God watching human sorrow from afar. It is the story of the eternal Son stepping down into our dust, our grief, our weakness, our temptation, and our need.

      The Christ who came near did not enter a perfect world. He came into a world scarred by sin, ruled by death, burdened by shame, and filled with wounded souls. He was born in humility, walked among the rejected, touched the unclean, wept with the grieving, welcomed the guilty, and carried the cross for sinners who could not save themselves. He did not merely speak mercy from Heaven. He brought mercy down to earth.

      This book is an invitation to rediscover the Saviour who drew near. Not as a religious idea. Not as a seasonal figure. Not as a distant name preserved in church language. But as the living Christ who stepped into our broken world with compassion in His eyes, grace in His hands, truth in His voice, and redemption in His blood.

      Every chapter will lead us closer to the wonder of His nearness. We will see Him in the manger, in the wilderness, beside the well, among the suffering, before the tomb, in the garden, upon the cross, and after the resurrection. And as we behold Him, may our hearts remember this blessed truth: the Lord Jesus Christ did not come near because we were worthy. He came near because He is merciful.
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          This book was written with one burden: to help the heart behold Jesus Christ as the Saviour who came near. Not near in word only, not near in symbol only, and not near in religious imagination, but truly near. He stepped into time, flesh, sorrow, temptation, rejection, suffering, death, and resurrection victory. He entered the very world that sin had broken, and everywhere He walked, mercy came within reach of the needy.

          There are many people who believe in Christ, yet sometimes feel as though He is far away from their pain. They know the verses, sing the songs, attend the services, and confess the truth, but grief can make the heart feel alone. Shame can make the soul feel unwanted. Suffering can make Heaven feel silent. Fear can make faith tremble. This book is written for those moments when the heart needs to remember that the Lord Jesus Christ did not love sinners from a distance. He came near enough to touch, speak, weep, suffer, die, rise, and save.

          Each chapter follows a scene from the King James Bible where Christ stepped into human need with divine compassion. He is seen in the manger, in the wilderness, beside the well, among the fallen, on the sea, before the grave, in the garden, at the cross, and after the resurrection. These are not merely historical events to be admired from afar. They are holy revelations of His heart, His mission, His mercy, and His glory.

          My prayer is that these pages will draw your eyes away from the noise of the world and back to the nearness of Christ. May the weary find comfort, the guilty find mercy, the grieving find hope, the fearful find peace, and the wandering find the Shepherd.

          Above all, may every reader behold Him and say with renewed wonder: Jesus Christ came near, and He came near enough for me.
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            WHEN HEAVEN ENTERED THE HURT

          

        

      

    

    
      There are words in Scripture that are so full of glory that the soul must slow down when it comes near them. John chapter 1 does not begin with Bethlehem, a manger, shepherds, or a star. It begins before the beginning, before the cradle, before creation, before time had a morning, and before the world ever knew the sorrow of sin. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Before there was a broken world, there was the eternal Word. Before man fell into darkness, there was Light everlasting. Before earth ever groaned beneath the weight of sin, Heaven already had a Saviour who was not created by time, surprised by grief, or limited by the ruins He would one day enter.

          John does not introduce Christ as merely a teacher, reformer, prophet, or helper of men. He introduces Him as the Word who was with God and who was God. This is not the beginning of Christ’s existence, but the unveiling of His eternal glory. He did not begin when Mary held Him. He did not begin when shepherds found Him. He did not begin when John bare witness of Him. He was already there when all things were made, and without Him was not any thing made that was made. The One who stepped into our broken world is the One by whom the world itself was spoken into existence.

          This makes His coming near almost too wonderful for the mind to hold. The Creator entered His creation. The Eternal stepped into time. The Word who made man came near to men who had wandered from God. He did not come as one searching for importance, for He was already glorious before anything else existed. He did not come because Heaven lacked anything, for all fullness dwelt in Him. He came because man was lost, darkened, helpless, and unable to climb back to God. When Heaven entered the hurt, it was not because earth deserved such mercy, but because the heart of God was full of grace and truth.

          John writes, “In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” That sentence shines like a sunrise over a graveyard. The world did not merely need instruction; it needed life. Men did not merely need improvement; they needed light. Sin had done more than confuse humanity; it had darkened the understanding, hardened the heart, and left souls without spiritual life. Yet in Christ there was life, not borrowed life, not temporary life, not weak life, but life in Himself. He came into a world where death had spoken loudly, and in Him was life strong enough to answer every grave.

          The darkness in John 1 is not imaginary. The Scripture says, “And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.” This world was not waiting in innocence. It was wrapped in darkness, blinded by sin, and unable to understand the very Light that came to rescue it. Darkness is cold, lonely, frightening, and disorienting. It makes men stumble and call it freedom. It makes sinners resist the very mercy sent to save them. Yet the Light did not wait for the darkness to become worthy. The Light shined into it.

          That is the mercy of Christ’s nearness. He did not come near because the world was bright. He came near because the world was dark. He did not enter because mankind had found its way. He entered because mankind was lost. He did not appear because sinners understood Him. He appeared though sinners misunderstood Him, rejected Him, and refused Him. The Light shined where it was needed most, and that shining was an act of holy compassion.

          John the Baptist appears in this chapter, but even his greatness is described in relation to Christ. “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.” John was a messenger, a witness, a voice pointing away from himself and toward another. He “came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.” He was not that Light. He was sent to bear witness of that Light. The best men in Scripture are never the Light; they only point to it.

          This matters because broken people often look to broken people as though they can save them. We admire voices, personalities, leaders, and messengers, but John 1 will not allow us to mistake the witness for the Redeemer. John could preach, but he could not save. John could point, but he could not cleanse. John could announce, but he could not become the Lamb for sinners. The hope of the world was not in the man sent from God, but in the Christ to whom that man testified. The Light was coming, and every faithful witness existed to say, “Look away from me and behold Him.”

          John says that Christ “was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” There are many false lights in a fallen world. Some lights flatter the flesh. Some lights promise freedom while leading deeper into bondage. Some lights appear beautiful for a season but leave the soul darker than before. But Christ is the true Light. He does not merely expose darkness to condemn; He shines to rescue, reveal, and redeem. He brings the only light strong enough to show man his sin and then show him the Saviour.

          Then comes one of the saddest lines in the chapter: “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.” The Maker walked among those He made, and they did not know Him. The hands that fashioned humanity would one day be unrecognized by humanity. The Voice behind creation would speak, and many would not hear God in His words. The Light would shine, and many would prefer their darkness. This is not merely tragedy; it is the deep sickness of sin revealed in human response to Christ.

          Yet the sorrow deepens: “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” Nearness was offered, but rejection answered. Grace stood at the door, but pride would not open. The Saviour came with no sin in Him, no selfishness in Him, no cruelty in Him, and no deceit in Him, yet He was refused. The One full of grace and truth was not welcomed by the very people who should have recognized Him. This is the ache of John 1: Heaven came near, and earth did not know what mercy had arrived.

          But praise God, rejection was not the only response recorded in the chapter. “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” Here the door of hope swings open. The Christ who came near did not come only to expose the blindness of the world. He came to bring sinners into the family of God. Those who receive Him are not merely improved, encouraged, or religiously polished. They are given power to become the sons of God.

          This is grace beyond human arrangement. John says they “were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Salvation is not ancestry dressed in spiritual language. It is not human effort climbing high enough to impress Heaven. It is not flesh deciding to repair itself into righteousness. It is the work of God in the soul. The Christ who came near brings a birth that man cannot manufacture and a sonship that sinners could never earn.

          Then the chapter rises to one of the most tender and majestic statements in all of Scripture: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” The eternal Word did not merely visit as a passing shadow. He was made flesh. He came all the way into human existence without ceasing to be God. He did not stand far off from our weakness; He entered the world of hunger, weariness, tears, rejection, sorrow, and pain. Heaven did not send sympathy from a safe distance. Heaven came near enough to dwell among us.

          The phrase “dwelt among us” carries a warmth that the heart cannot easily exhaust. He did not come near for a moment and then retreat. He lived among men. He walked among their homes, roads, griefs, questions, funerals, feasts, failures, and fears. The God who could not be contained by creation chose to be seen in flesh. The glory that angels could not manufacture was wrapped in humanity. John says, “and we beheld his glory,” not as rumor, not as theory, not as cold doctrine only, but as glory made visible in the person of Christ.

          Yet His glory was not empty brilliance detached from sinners. John says it was “the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” Christ did not come with grace without truth, for that would leave men comfortable in darkness. He did not come with truth without grace, for that would crush guilty souls without hope. He came full of both. His truth revealed what man was, and His grace revealed what God had provided. His truth exposed the wound, and His grace brought the remedy.

          This is why the nearness of Christ is not sentimental softness. It is holy mercy. He came near enough to tell the truth about sin and near enough to provide grace for sinners. He did not flatter man’s condition. He did not pretend darkness was light. He did not excuse unbelief as harmless. Yet neither did He come empty-handed to condemn without hope. In Him, truth and grace were not enemies; they met perfectly in the Saviour who stepped into our broken world.

          John bare witness and cried, “This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.” John understood what every servant of God must understand: Christ must be preferred. Though John’s ministry drew attention, his message bowed before the preeminence of Jesus Christ. He knew that the One who came after him in public appearance was before him in eternal existence. John’s greatness was found in making much of Christ. The nearer we get to the true Light, the less interested we become in stealing glory from Him.

          Then comes another gracious statement: “And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.” The broken world did not receive from Christ’s emptiness, because there is no emptiness in Him. We receive of His fullness. Every mercy needed by sinners flows from who He is. Grace does not come from a shallow stream that may one day run dry. It comes from the fullness of the eternal Word made flesh. There is enough in Christ for the guilty, the weary, the rejected, the grieving, the ashamed, and the lost.

          “Grace for grace” speaks like wave after wave coming to the shore of human need. Grace for yesterday’s sin. Grace for today’s weakness. Grace for the wounds we hide. Grace for the failures we regret. Grace for the soul that has no argument left except mercy. John is not presenting a Christ who came near with measured compassion and limited kindness. He is showing us the fullness of the Saviour, from whom needy people receive grace upon grace.

          John then contrasts Moses and Christ: “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” The law revealed the holiness of God and the guilt of man, but it could not make the sinner whole. It could show the standard, but it could not become the Saviour. It could expose the distance, but it could not bring man near by redemption. Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. What man needed most did not come through human striving, but through the personal coming of the Son of God.

          No man had seen God at any time, John says, but “the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” Christ came near to reveal the Father. He did not merely bring a message about God; He declared God in His own person. To see Him was to behold the glory of the only begotten of the Father. In a world full of confused ideas about God, Christ came as the perfect declaration. The God whom sinners could not reach had come near in the Son.

          The religious leaders sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask John, “Who art thou?” John confessed, and denied not; but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” There is a beautiful humility in that answer. John knew who he was because he knew who he was not. He was not the Christ. He was not the centre. He was not the hope. He was a voice. Broken worlds do not need witnesses pretending to be saviours; they need voices faithful enough to point to the One who is.

          When they pressed him further, John said, “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord.” The wilderness is a fitting place for that cry. It is barren, lonely, dry, and desperate. Yet into the wilderness a voice was sent. God was preparing the way for the Lord in a world that had become spiritually desolate. The message was not that man had found God by wandering long enough, but that the Lord was coming near. Even the wilderness would hear the announcement of mercy.

          The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him and saith words that carry the weight of eternity: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Here the nearness of Christ becomes deeply personal and redemptive. He came not only as Light, not only as Life, not only as the Word made flesh, but as the Lamb of God. He came near because sin must be taken away. The deepest hurt of the world is not political, social, financial, or emotional, though those hurts are real. The deepest hurt is sin, and Christ came as the Lamb appointed by God.

          John did not say, “Behold a moral example only.” He did not say, “Behold a wise instructor only.” He did not say, “Behold a comforting presence only.” He said, “Behold the Lamb of God.” The world needed more than teaching because sinners had guilt. The world needed more than inspiration because sinners were condemned. The world needed more than nearness in feeling because sin had separated man from God. The Lamb of God came near to take away what no sinner could remove.

          What mercy is contained in the words “taketh away.” Sin is not merely covered by denial or softened by comparison. It must be taken away. Man cannot take it away from himself. Religion without Christ cannot take it away. Good intentions cannot take it away. Tears alone cannot take it away. But John points to Jesus and says that the Lamb of God taketh away the sin of the world.

          The chapter continues with men following Christ after hearing John speak. Jesus turned and saw them following, and saith unto them, “What seek ye?” That question still searches the heart. What are we seeking when we come near religious things? Are we seeking comfort without surrender, knowledge without faith, answers without repentance, or blessing without Christ Himself? They said unto Him, “Rabbi, where dwellest thou?” He saith unto them, “Come and see.” Even there, the invitation is full of nearness. He does not drive them away. He invites them closer.

          “Come and see” is the tender language of personal encounter. Christ is not hidden from honest seekers behind cold distance. He invites men to behold Him. They came and saw where He dwelt, and abode with Him that day. There is something quietly powerful about that scene. The Word made flesh, full of grace and truth, allowed these men to come near, to remain, to see, and to know. The Saviour who entered the hurt did not merely make a public appearance; He made room for individuals to come and see.

          Andrew then findeth his own brother Simon and saith unto him, “We have found the Messias.” The nearness of Christ creates a witness in the heart. Andrew could not keep the discovery to himself. The Christ had come, and someone he loved needed to know. He brought him to Jesus. That simple phrase is a ministry in itself. Broken people do not need to be brought merely to our opinions, our arguments, or our personalities. They need to be brought to Jesus.

          When Jesus beheld Simon, He said, “Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas.” Christ saw not only who Simon was, but what He would make him. That is part of the wonder of His nearness. He does not come near blind to our present condition. He sees us completely. Yet He also sees what grace will do. He can look upon a man as he is and speak of what he shall be under the hand of divine purpose. The Christ who came near does not merely observe brokenness; He transforms those He calls.

          The day following, Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, “Follow me.” The Lord who came near also calls men to come after Him. His nearness is not an invitation to admire Him from a safe distance while keeping control of our own way. It is a call to follow. “Follow me” is simple, direct, and life-altering. The Light does not shine so that men can remain wandering in darkness. The Saviour calls sinners into a new direction behind Himself.

          Philip findeth Nathanael and saith, “We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth.” Nathanael questioned whether any good thing could come out of Nazareth. Philip did not answer with a long argument. He said, “Come and see.” Again the invitation appears. Come close enough to behold Him for yourself. Come bring your questions, your doubts, your assumptions, and your hesitation. The Christ who came near can bear the weight of honest examination.

          When Jesus saw Nathanael coming, He said, “Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” Nathanael asked, “Whence knowest thou me?” Jesus answered that before Philip called him, when he was under the fig tree, He saw him. That answer pierced the heart of Nathanael. He realized he was standing before One whose knowledge was more than human. Christ’s nearness is not the nearness of a stranger learning our names for the first time. He sees before others call. He knows before we explain. He understands the soul beneath the surface.

          Nathanael answered, “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.” The chapter that began in eternity now brings a man to confession. The Word was with God. The Word was God. The Word was made flesh. The Lamb of God came to take away sin. The disciples came and saw. Nathanael beheld enough to confess that Jesus was the Son of God and King of Israel. When Heaven enters the hurt, the proper response is not casual interest, but worshipful faith.

          Jesus then spoke of greater things. “Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.” The chapter closes with Heaven and earth connected in Christ. The One who came from eternity into flesh stands as the meeting place between God and man. In a broken world separated by sin, Christ is the One upon whom hope rests. Heaven has opened its mercy in Him. Earth has received its Saviour in Him. The Son of man stands near enough to be seen, followed, believed, and adored.

          John 1 does not allow us to think lightly of the incarnation. “The Word was made flesh” means that God did not abandon the world to its darkness. It means the eternal Christ came near to the very ones who needed Him most. It means the Creator entered the creation not as a helpless victim of circumstance, but as the Lamb of God with redemptive purpose. It means grace and truth did not remain distant ideas but came personally in Jesus Christ. It means the hurt of humanity was answered by the holy nearness of the Son of God.

          Maybe your heart knows something of darkness. Maybe you understand what it means to feel unseen, unworthy, rejected, or far from God. John 1 declares that the Light has shined in darkness. It declares that the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. It declares that the Lamb of God came to take away sin. It declares that those who receive Him are given power to become the sons of God. The Christ who came near did not step into a perfect world, but into a broken one, and that means He came near enough for you.

          So behold Him. Behold the Word who was God. Behold the Life that became the light of men. Behold the true Light shining in darkness. Behold the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. Behold the Saviour who says, “Come and see.” Behold the Christ who found men, called men, knew men, changed men, and revealed the glory of God among men. When Heaven entered the hurt, Heaven came in the person of Jesus Christ.

          And because He came near, darkness does not have the final word. Rejection does not have the final word. Sin does not have the final word. Confusion does not have the final word. Shame does not have the final word. The Word made flesh has spoken. The Light has shined. The Lamb has come. Grace and truth have arrived in Jesus Christ, and the broken world has not been left alone.
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            THE MANGER WHERE MERCY CAME DOWN

          

        

      

    

    
      Luke chapter 2 opens not in the quiet privacy of a family home, but beneath the shadow of a world governed by earthly power. A decree went out from Caesar Augustus, “that all the world should be taxed.” Men in authority issued commands, names were counted, journeys were required, and families moved under the burden of government order. Yet behind the decree of Caesar stood the providence of God. Earthly rulers thought they were arranging records, but Heaven was arranging redemption. The world seemed busy with taxation, registration, and obedience to civil command, but God was moving Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, where mercy would come down in the fullness of divine purpose.

          Joseph went up from Galilee, out of Nazareth, unto Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David. Mary went with him, “being great with child.” Those words carry a tenderness that should not be rushed past. The promised birth was drawing near, not in ease, comfort, or worldly honor, but along a road of difficulty. The Saviour was not coming into a palace prepared by men, but into a world where even His earthly circumstances would bear the marks of humility. Before He was laid in the manger, the journey itself preached the message: Christ came near to a weary world.

          Bethlehem was the city of David, but the One about to be born was greater than David. The people there may have seen only another
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