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Commemorating the 450th anniversary of the liberation of Leiden on 3 October 1574 from Spain during the Eighty Years War, Joppenszoon is a musical depiction of events in the Netherlands during the summer and autumn of that year as seen through the eyes of Cornelis Joppensz, called Jappenszoon, the young boy who is credited as the first observer of the Spanish retreat, and Ghijsbert Cornelisz Schaeck, the young soldier who is believed to have discovered the hutspot (a kind of stew), left behind by the Spanish army.

The music of Joppenszoon is influenced by Dutch folk music, Trouvère ballads, and Protestant hymns; the libretto is based on (or, rather abstracted from) the Dutch melodrama, Het Ontzet der Stad Leiden by M. Westerman (originally published in 1808) and Beleg en Ontzet Van Leiden: Historische Schets voor Solo en Koor by Dutch composer and arranger Rutger Gerretson (published c. 1924). The composition, scored for tenor and baritone vocalists, accordion ensemble, and two percussionists (Timpani, Chimes, Snare Drum), is a cantata in ten movements, assembled according to the following program:

1.   “Ik Ben Het” (“It is I”)

2.   “De Toesand in de Stad” (“The Situation in the City”)

3.   “Voor de Eer van het Vaderland” (“For the Honor of the Fatherland”)

4.   “Op de Wallen” (“On the Ramparts”)

5.   “Moedeloosheid der Verdedigers” (“Defenders’ Despair”)

6.   “Het Muitende Volk” (“The Mutiny”)

7.   “Werf’s Antwoord” (“Werf’s Response”)

8.   “Nadering der Geuzenvloot” (“The Beggars Fleet Approaching”)

9.   “Leidens Ontzet” (“Leiden’s Relief”)

10. “Leidens Verlossing Herdacht” (“Leiden’s Redemption Commemorated”)

An English translation of the libretto follows on page 111.

Artifacts and images to support this collection of musical numbers can be located in De 3-OktoberCollectie in Leiden’s Museum De Lakenhal, published by Primavera Pers in 2011 as Leidens Ontzet: Vrijheidsstrijd & Volkseest by Jori Zijlmans.


Joppenszoon

1. Ik Ben Het
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2. De toesand in de stad
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3. Voor de eer van het vaderland
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4. Op de Wallen
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5. Moedeloosheid der verdedigers
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6. Het Muitende Volk
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7. Werf’s antwoord
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