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Chapter 1


Introduction
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1.1. First Jewish War

The story begins for Jerusalem in Israel and Jerash in Jordan in 63 BC when the Roman general, Pompey the Great, conquered the whole of the Levant and brought it (including modern day Jordan and Israel) under Roman control. From then on local kings, such as Herod the Great, ruled as vassals of Rome.  

In 70 AD, the new Emperor of Rome was Vespasian and the local Praetorian Prefect in Jerusalem was L. Flavius Silva, whose obedience was to Titus, the older son of the Emperor, who prosecuted the war against the Jews on his father’s behalf. The local Jewish population had rebelled against Rome in 67 AD and, over a six-year period, these three (Vespasian, Titus and L. Flavius Silva) masterminded and/or achieved Rome’s victory. From the North to the South cities and settlements were destroyed. When the Roman army reached Jerusalem wholesale slaughter accompanied the destruction of the city, including of Herod’s newly completed and beautiful Temple.

These Romans are commemorated on two copies of the same inscription found recently in Jerusalem.


“Emperor, Caesar Vespasian Augustus, and Emperor Titus Caesar son of Vespasian Augustus. L. Flavius Silva 10th Legion Fretensis.”



Titus continued South to eliminate all remaining Jewish resistance, including capturing Qumran and the fortress of Massada. Although Jews were still permitted there, Jerusalem lay ruined for decades, inhabited by the 10th Legion (called ‘Fretensis’) who quartered there: some beside David’s Citadel, perhaps some on Temple Mount and some down the Jaffa Road near the old bus station. Similarly, other military units were stationed at Kiriath Je’arim (Abu Gosh) on the road to the port of Joppa (Jaffa) and in the provinces, such as in Beit Shean in the Jordan Valley.

1.2. Emperors

In the three decades following 73 AD the Roman Empire changed hands six times. Vespasian (69-79) was succeeded as Emperor by his son and heir Titus (79-81) and then by his younger son, Domitian (81-96). Nerva was elected by the Senate but he was old and had a short reign (96-98). Nerva adopted Trajan (98-117) who therefore became his heir.

As noted, the Flavian Emperors: Vespasian, Titus and his brother Domitian were intimately connected with the First Jewish War. Nerva followed briefly but the next significant emperor was Trajan.  

The names of these rulers are familiar for a number of reasons:

	Vespasian. The emperor under whom Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD.



2)  Titus led the army that destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple. 

3)  Domitian inherited power and was known for his persecution of Christians.


	Nerva released St John from his exile on the Island of Patmos.

	Trajan is known for his letters to Pliny about when to persecute Christians.  


	They (excluding Nerva) tried to wipe out the Jewish royal line of David.  


The following chapter, which concerns Hadrian, will pick up the narrative during the reign of Trajan.
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Chapter 2
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Who was Hadrian?

––––––––
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2.1. Hadrian’s Early Years

[image: image]Publius Aelius Hadrianus was born in 76 AD to upper-class Romano-Spanish parents. His mother was Domitia Paulina and his father was Publius Aelius Hadrianus Afer, who was a senator of Praetorian rank and a soldier. He died when the boy was ten years old, although his sister, Aelia Domitia Paulina, was older. As was customary for orphans they were raised by male guardians, in this case Publius Alius Atticus and his father’s brother, Trajan. As they were also the guardians of Hadrian’s sister, Paulina, they arranged for her to marry a fellow Italo-Hispanic, a politician named Lucius Julius Ursus Servianus. This meant that Hadrian lost the presence of his father, his mother and his sister, but Hadrian’s brother-in-law continued to cause Hadrian trouble.







Trajan and his wife, the Empress Pomponia (or Pompeia) Plotina, virtually brought Hadrian up. Trajan brought his ward to Rome (or back to Rome, as he may have been born there) to receive the best of educations. From the age of sixteen, Hadrian became a soldier and fought beside Trajan in Asia Minor. The Empress Plotina, who was childless, liked Hadrian and promoted his cause. 

2.2. How Hadrian Became Emperor

Although he was not made Trajan’s heir at the time, Hadrian was permitted to marry Trajan’s fourteen-year-old great-niece, Vibia Sabina, in 100 AD. The Empress Plotina promoted the marriage, which, for Hadrian was probably a union of convenience to enhance his prospects of being adopted. Hadrian’s marriage to Vibia Sabina was childless and it was not a happy union, indeed there were even suggestions that Hadrian eventually poisoned her. In any case she received neither friendship nor intimacy although her mother, Matidia, liked Hadrian. 

Trajan delayed adopting Hadrian as long as possible and, at the time of his death in 117 AD, a letter nominating Hadrian as his heir was produced, although Plotina and/or Atticus may have forged it. Hadrian, inherited imperial power and would rule for over 20 years. Plotina, a kind of mother figures, gave Hadrian wise advice in governance and stressed moderation. After she died his behaviours deteriorated. 

Eventually Hadrian also had to adopt an heir and he chose Antininous. He was a quiet old man who was later called Antininous Pius, but he never-the-less ruled for two decades. When he was chosen Antoninus agreed to adopt two younger men as his own heirs, men who were also chosen by Hadrian. They were Lucius Verus (161-169) and Marcus Aurelius (161-180) who were successful co-rulers for eight years and Aurelius for a further eleven years.

2.3. Hadrian the Enigma

The first thing to say about Hadrian was that he was an enigma and a very complex character, whose mind constantly vacillated so he was unpredictable. Even his modern biographers have found him hard to understand. Historians consider him one of the ‘five good emperors’ but his treatment of the senators he killed and the Jews he slaughtered and enslaved was shameful and the leading people of Rome hoped to extract revenge upon him for the senators by damning and obliterating his memory once he had died.

Hadrian was a ruthless soldier, a skilled hunter, a linguist, a poet, an orator and a philosopher, a skilled painter and a sculptor, with a well-developed aesthetic. He wrote an autobiography under another name and had affairs with men and older married women.

2.4. Hadrian the General

Like his predecessors listed at 1.2 above, Hadrian was a strong general. He differed from most Roman emperors in avoiding the trappings of power and glory in Rome by spending half of his reign travelling around his empire, finding weaknesses and fixing problems. He even travelled as far from Rome as the Euphrates River. Hadrian’s military experience was gained in the East, along the Danube River and the Rhine River. He was experienced in all types or warfare and he passed this knowledge on to his troops wherever he travelled as he personally drilled them.

The Emperor Trajan had expanded Roman control over a large area in Europe so that the frontiers were difficult to pacify, and expensive to maintain. Hadrian followed the principles 'order, consolidation and security’. Although the Senate opposed the move, he reduced the size of the empire for logistical reasons. He was particularly interested in having secure defendable borders, which is why he travelled to Britain and organised the building of a secure border between England and the fierce warrior tribes of the North; a border known as Hadrian’s Wall
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Plate 3.1. Bust of Hadrian. Public domain.
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