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			Preface

			This book was not born in an office, nor shaped by academic intention. It was born in prayer, in waiting, and in the slow unfolding of God’s dealings with hearts hungry for truth. What you are about to read is not theory. It is the echo of a message entrusted by the Lord, spoken again and again to call His people back to what truly matters.

			In every generation, God raises a cry. Not a loud one, but a persistent one. A call that cuts through religious activity and returns us to the simplicity of Christ. Today, that cry is clear. God is not seeking more programs, more noise, or more outward success. He is seeking a dwelling place.

			Many believers sincerely love Jesus, yet live inwardly divided. Christ is confessed, but not always enthroned. The Spirit is welcomed, but often resisted. The Cross is honored in words, yet avoided in experience. This inner tension weakens spiritual life and leaves the heart restless.

			The message carried in these pages addresses that restlessness. It invites the reader to return to God’s original intention. To allow the Holy Spirit to rebuild the inner house on the only foundation that can sustain His presence.

			This book follows a spiritual journey rather than a theological structure. It begins with God’s desire and leads progressively toward surrender, formation, and rest. Each chapter is meant to be read slowly, prayerfully, not as information to master, but as truth to receive.

			

			The themes you will encounter are not new. The Cross, the Lordship of Christ, dependence, revelation, and love have always been central to authentic Christian life. Yet they must be rediscovered personally. Truth that is not lived becomes religion. Truth received in the spirit becomes life.

			As a pastor, I have witnessed the damage caused by a Christianity built on activity without formation. I have also seen the quiet strength of lives shaped by surrender. The difference is unmistakable. Where Christ reigns inwardly, peace replaces striving, and fruit appears naturally.

			I encourage you to approach this book without haste. Allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you personally. Do not compare your journey with that of others. God builds uniquely, yet always according to the same pattern, Christ formed within.

			If at times the message confronts you, receive it as grace. God does not expose to condemn. He reveals to heal. Every invitation to surrender carries a promise of deeper freedom.

			May this book lead you not toward greater effort, but toward deeper rest. Not toward religious performance, but toward living communion. Not toward outward display, but toward an inner Bethany where Jesus is welcomed and given rest.

			This is my prayer for you as you read.

			

			May the Lord Himself guide you, establish you, and make your life a dwelling place for His glory.

		

	
		

		
			Introduction : Saved for God, Not for Ourselves

			There are moments in life when everything looks intact on the outside, yet something within us knows that order is missing. We believe, we pray, we attend gatherings, we read the Scriptures, and still a quiet unrest lingers in the heart. It is as if God has come close, but not fully settled. Many carry this unspoken tension, sensing that salvation is more than forgiveness, yet unable to name what is lacking.

			From the beginning, God’s desire has never been merely to rescue humanity from judgment. His heart has always been to dwell. In the garden, He walked with man. In the wilderness, He filled the tabernacle with His glory. In Jerusalem, His presence rested in the temple. Yet all these were shadows, temporary signs pointing toward a deeper intention. God was preparing a place, not built with stones or shaped by human hands, but formed within redeemed lives.

			When Christ saves us, He does not simply erase our past. He enters us by His Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit enters, He comes as God’s presence seeking a home. But often, what He finds is not a prepared dwelling. He finds rooms governed by fear, habits shaped by self-rule, and inner structures built without revelation. Grace is real, forgiveness is complete, yet the house remains disordered.

			This is where many believers become confused. They expect peace without surrender, joy without change, power without the Cross. Yet God does not come to decorate ruins. He comes to rebuild. And rebuilding always begins with light.

			Light exposes, but it does not shame. It reveals, but it does not condemn. When the Spirit shines into the inner life, He shows us not only what is broken, but what He intends to restore. Revelation is not information. It is God allowing us to see what He sees. Without it, even Scripture can remain distant, like words on a page. With it, the Word becomes living, personal, and surgical, touching places we did not know existed.

			Watchman Nee once wrote that God’s goal is not to improve the old creation, but to bring forth Christ. This truth unsettles the religious mind, yet it liberates the surrendered heart. God is not refining self, He is replacing it. And the instrument He uses is the Cross.

			The Cross is not merely the entrance to the Christian life. It is its foundation. Everything God builds stands upon it. Without the Cross working deeply within us, Christ remains a confession rather than a Lord. Many sincerely call Jesus Savior, yet still govern their lives by the soul, by reason, emotion, and natural strength. In such a life, the Spirit is present, but restricted.

			Andrew Murray once said that absolute surrender is not a moment, but a position. God waits patiently for that position to be taken. He waits for the heart to say, not with words alone but with yielded life, Jesus is Lord here. When that throne is occupied by Christ, the Spirit is free to work, to cleanse, to reorder, and to establish God’s nature within us.

			This work is not rushed. God builds carefully. He removes what cannot remain. He strengthens what aligns with His Son. At times, this process feels like loss. At other times, it feels like delay. Yet heaven sees it as preparation. What we call trials, God often calls discipline. What we experience as pressure, God uses as alignment.

			Jesus Himself lived by laws that governed His earthly walk. He did nothing independently. He spoke only what He heard. He moved only as the Father led. His life was not driven by urgency or human expectation, but by divine fellowship. These were not techniques, they were expressions of a life fully yielded to God.

			The same life is now offered to us, not as imitation, but as participation. Christ does not invite us to admire His walk, He invites us to share His life. Yet this sharing requires a prepared dwelling, a house where He is not a guest, but the rightful Lord.

			Jessie Penn-Lewis wrote that the Cross is God’s instrument for bringing the soul into its proper place. When the soul rules, confusion follows. When Christ rules, peace settles. Revelation then flows freely, guidance becomes clear, and love matures beyond emotion into divine nature.

			God desires homes, families, and churches that resemble Bethany, a place where Jesus was welcomed, understood, and given rest. Bethany was not famous for miracles or crowds, but for fellowship. It was a house where Jesus could be Himself. This is the picture God sets before us, a life so aligned that His presence finds rest.

			This book is an invitation into that rebuilding. Not a call to try harder, but a call to surrender deeper. Not a summons to religious effort, but an opening to revelation. As you read, allow the Spirit to speak personally. Let Him show you not only what must change, but what He longs to establish.

			A.W. Tozer once said that God is looking for people through whom He can do the impossible. Yet He does not do so by bypassing the Cross. He does so by forming Christ within.

			Perhaps the quiet unrest you feel is not failure, but invitation. Perhaps God is not absent, but waiting. Waiting for the house to be yielded, for the throne to be occupied, for the foundation to be trusted.

			May this journey lead you there, into a life where Jesus is not only believed, but enthroned, where the Spirit is not resisted, but welcomed, and where God finally finds the dwelling He has always desired.

			“What I tell you in the dark, speak in the light.”

		

	
		

		
			God’s Desire: A Dwelling Place

			Long before sin entered the world, before laws were written or sacrifices offered, there was a simple and profound reality. God desired to be with man. Not at a distance, not through fear, but in shared life. In the cool of the day, God walked in the garden, and man did not hide. Fellowship was natural, unhindered, unforced. God was not visiting. He was dwelling.

			When sin shattered that communion, God did not abandon His purpose. He began a long, patient work of restoration. Throughout Scripture, a single intention quietly unfolds, like a thread woven through history. God seeks a place where His presence can rest.

			In the wilderness, He instructed Moses to build a tabernacle. It was precise, detailed, ordered according to a heavenly pattern. Nothing was left to human creativity. God was teaching something essential. His presence does not settle where man decides the terms. It rests where God’s order is honored. When the tabernacle was completed according to His word, the glory of the Lord filled it. God had found a dwelling, even if only for a season.

			Later came the temple, magnificent and visible, standing at the center of Israel’s life. Again, when it was dedicated, God’s glory descended. Yet even then, Scripture quietly reminds us that God does not dwell in houses made by human hands alone. These structures were signs, not destinations. They pointed forward to something far more intimate.

			The prophets understood this tension. They spoke of a day when God would write His law on hearts, when His Spirit would be poured out, not confined to one place, but living within His people. What stone and gold could not contain, redeemed lives would.

			This promise finds its fulfillment in Christ. When Jesus came, He did not merely bring a message from God. He was God dwelling among men. In Him, heaven touched earth. In His life, we see what God desires, not religion, but fellowship, not performance, but shared life.

			Yet Jesus spoke of something even greater. He promised that after His departure, the Spirit would come, not to remain beside us, but to dwell within us. God would no longer be limited to a location. He would take residence in human lives.

			This truth is both glorious and confronting. It means that salvation is not simply about where we go after death. It is about who governs our life now. God does not save us to leave us unchanged. He saves us to make His home within us.

			Many rejoice at forgiveness, yet stop short of surrender. They welcome God’s mercy, but resist His ownership. Yet a dwelling place requires more than permission to enter. It requires authority to arrange, to cleanse, and to rule.

			

			When the Holy Spirit enters a believer, He enters as God. He does not come merely to comfort or assist. He comes to establish God’s presence. And like any builder, He first examines the structure. He sees foundations laid in fear, walls built by self-protection, rooms governed by habits formed without God. None of this surprises Him, but none of it can remain untouched.

			This is where the tension begins. Many desire God’s presence, yet struggle with His process. They want His peace, but not His rearranging. They long for intimacy, but resist the exposure that intimacy requires. Yet God cannot dwell fully where He is not trusted.

			Andrew Murray once wrote that God is ready to assume full responsibility for the life fully yielded to Him. This is not poetic language. It is a spiritual law. God takes responsibility where He is given Lordship.

			Throughout Scripture, God reveals Himself as a God of order. Creation itself began with light, separating what was confused. In the same way, God begins His dwelling work within us by shining light into our inner life. He separates spirit from soul, truth from mixture, life from self-effort. This is not destruction. It is preparation.

			A house prepared for God is not a perfect house. It is a surrendered one. God does not demand that we fix ourselves before He dwells. He asks that we yield ourselves so He may do the work.

			

			The tragedy of much Christian living is that believers invite God to visit, but not to stay. They pray in moments of need, worship in seasons of emotion, yet retain ownership of decisions, ambitions, and reactions. In such a life, God is present, but homeless.

			Jesus
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