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    Poor Clare was originally produced by the Echo Theater Company (Chris Fields, Artistic Director), Los Angeles, California, in October 2021. The cast was as follows:

	
	    
      
        	
           CLARE

        

        	

        	
           Jordan Hull

        
      


      
        	
          PEPPA

        

        	

        	
          Martica De Cardenas

        
      


      
        	
          ALMA

        

        	

        	
          Kari Lee Cartwright

        
      


      
        	
          BEATRICE

        

        	

        	
          Donna Zadeh

        
      


      
        	
          BEGGAR

        

        	

        	
          Tony DeCarlo

        
      


      
        	
          FRANCIS

        

        	

        	
          Michael Sturgis

        
      


      
        	
          ORTOLANA

        

        	

        	
          Ann Noble

        
      


      
        	
          SERVANT WOMAN

        

        	

        	
          Trinity Catlin

        
      


      
        	
          UNDERSTUDY

        

        	

        	
          Sam Morelos

        
      


      
        	
          Director

        

        	

        	
          Alana Dietze

        
      


      
        	
          Set Designer

        

        	

        	
          Amanda Knehans

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Azra King-Abadi

        
      


      
        	
          Costume Designer

        

        	

        	
          Dianne K. Graebner

        
      


      
        	
          Wig & Hair Designer

        

        	

        	
          Klint Flowers

        
      


      
        	
          Sound Designer

        

        	

        	
          Jeff Gardner

        
      


      
        	
          Production Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Christopher Jerabek

        
      

    




  



  




    Poor Clare received its European premiere at the Orange Tree Theatre, Richmond, on 11 July 2025, with the following cast:


 	    
      
        	
           FRANCIS

        

        	

     	
           Freddy Carter

        
      


      
        	
          BEATRICE

        

        	

        	
          Anushka Chakravarti

        
      


      
        	
          ORTOLANA

        

        	

        	
          Hermione Gulliford

        
      


      
        	
          PEPPA

        

        	

        	
          Liz Kettle

        
      


      
        	
          BEGGAR / THE POOR

        

        	

        	
          George Ormerod

        
      


      
        	
          CLARE

        

        	

        	
          Arsema Thomas

        
      


      
        	
          ALMA

        

        	

        	
          Jacoba Williams

        
      


      
        	
          Director

        

        	

        	
          Blanche McIntyre

        
      


      
        	
          Set and Costume Designer

        

        	

        	
          Eleanor Bull

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Oliver Fenwick

        
      


      
        	
          Sound Designer

        

        	

        	
          George Dennis

        
      


      
        	
          Casting Director

        

        	

        	
          Annelie Powell CDG

        
      


      
        	
          Voice and Accent Coach

        

        	

        	
          Aundrea Fudge

        
      


      
        	
          Assistant Director

        

        	

        	
          Esther Fernández Guerra

        
      


      
        	
          Costume Supervisor

        

        	

        	
          Isobel Pellow

        
      


      
        	
          Wigs & Hair Supervisor

        

        	

        	
          Chris Smyth

        
      


      
        	
          Design Mentee

        

        	

        	
          Jennifer Wright

        
      


      
        	
          Company Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Jade Gooch

        
      


      
        	
          Deputy Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Jill Standish

        
      


      
        	
          Assistant Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Phoebe Butcher

        
      


      
        	
          Stage Management Intern

        

        	

        	
          Amelia Mehta

        
      


      
        	
          Production & Technical Director

        

        	

        	
          Phil Bell

        
      


      
        	
          Production Technician

        

        	

        	
          Andy Owen Cook

        
      


      
        	
          Production Technician

        

        	

        	
          Priya Virdee

        
      

    




  



  Characters




  CLARE


  PEPPA


  ALMA


  BEATRICE


  BEGGAR


  FRANCIS


  ORTOLANA


  THE POOR


  And SERVANT WOMEN


  Note on Text


  A double forward slash (//) indicates interrupted/overlapping speech.


  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.



  


  
    
      
    


    


    
      ACT ONE


      
        Scene One


        Assisi (Italy), 1211.


        CLARE, eighteen, is sitting cross-legged on a wooden bench. Behind her, her two servants, PEPPA (fifties) and ALMA (thirties), are busily braiding her hair into one of those insanely complicated medieval hairstyles involving lots of loops and plaits.


        CLARE is young, she’s beautiful, she’s Christian. She’s like a contestant on The Bachelor, but not the dramatic villainous ones, but rather the nice, pretty ones who rub the backs of the girls who are crying.


        Life has been pretty good for her. She’s got great hair.


        She’s cupping a chalice, from which she takes occasional sips. Maybe there’s food on the table nearby from which she takes bites occasionally as she listens to PEPPA and ALMA gossip.


        She yawns. It’s early.


        ALMA. I don’t know that I have any good gossip. I’m trying to think.


        PEPPA. Did you hear Guido Conti is back?


        ALMA. No! When’d he get back?


        PEPPA. Yesterday. Yesterday morning.


        ALMA. Oh my god!


        CLARE. Wait, who?


        PEPPA. You know Ubaldo?


        CLARE. No?


        PEPPA. He works in the stables?


        ALMA. Ubaldo!


        CLARE. Does he have a beard?


        ALMA. No, you’re thinking of Renzo.


        PEPPA. That’s Renzo. Ubaldo is kind of heavier, a bit older, he’s got a scar on his lip –


        CLARE. Oh, yeah yeah yeah yeah.


        ALMA. His tunic is red.


        CLARE. Right, yes.


        PEPPA. So Ubaldo’s son, Guido, just got back from crusade.


        CLARE. Oh my gosh!


        ALMA. Did you see him? Does he look the same?


        PEPPA. He looks exactly the same. Bit swarthier. We threw a little homecoming for him last night.


        ALMA. Fun!!


        PEPPA. The stable guys all pitched in and got a boar.


        CLARE. Aw.


        ALMA. That was sweet. Those guys are so sweet.


        PEPPA. Yeah, they’re a really good crew.


        (To CLARE.) Bodkin?


        CLARE hands her a long, thin needle, which she’s keeping in a pile in her lap. PEPPA expertly uses it to pin up a braid, then begins on another strand.


        ALMA. What’s he gonna do now?


        PEPPA. Well his dad was trying to convince him to take a week off, at least, re-acclimate –


        ALMA. Sure.


        PEPPA. But he was like ‘no no’, you know, doesn’t wanna be a burden, so I think he was gonna go see today about a job. Probably in the stables.


        ALMA. Awww, with his dad! That’s really great. I’d been praying for him.


        PEPPA. Yeah, everybody was!


        CLARE. Did he say what it was like?


        ALMA. Bodkin?


        CLARE hands her one.


        CLARE. Did Guido say what the crusades were like?


        PEPPA. He said he was very lucky not to get sick. I guess most people got sick?


        ALMA. I’ve heard that!


        PEPPA. What else… oh, well, he sailed obviously.


        CLARE. Oh, wow, yeah.


        PEPPA. They were on a ship for three weeks. OH! HE SAW A WHALE!


        CLARE. Really??


        ALMA. Stop!


        PEPPA. That’s what he said.


        CLARE. How did he even know that that was what it was?


        PEPPA. I think it’s the type of thing that if you see one, there’s no doubt what it is.


        CLARE. Whoa.


        PEPPA. Hair tie.


        CLARE hands her a tiny leather strip from her lap.


        CLARE. Well, I’m really glad he’s back safe but I have to say I’m very anti-crusade.


        ALMA. I wouldn’t mind seeing the sea.


        CLARE. My mother’s seen it! On her trips to the Holy Land.


        ALMA. I didn’t realize you cross a sea to get to the Holy Land!


        CLARE. Yeah! I forget which but. You definitely go over the ocean for like a long time.


        PEPPA. Your mom is brave.


        CLARE. Yeah, totally. It sounds awful. I mean, she’s glad she went. Like it’s a good thing to do, going to the Holy Land. But it’s like. So much work and money!!


        ALMA. Hair tie.


        CLARE hands her one.


        CLARE. Like, even just to be gone that long is stressful and just. A big commitment! And you know, with my grandma getting older it’s like, every time she sets off on a trip she doesn’t know what she’s coming home to. Which is so hard. I dunno, would you be able to just drop everything and leave for a year?


        PEPPA (with a glance towards ALMA). Well, no.


        ALMA. Definitely not.


        CLARE. Right, yeah, me neither! It’d definitely be hard. And you have to bring all your own supplies, all your own food, because god knows what you’ll find over there. It starts to add up! And you have to bring gifts for everyone you’re going to meet. And like, nothing chintzy either, you need something really nice. Like a book or something.


        PEPPA. Bodkin.


        CLARE. And then another reason I’m like, not dying to go to the Holy Land even though I know it’s like, a really good thing to do, is… they’re not great with women over there.


        ALMA. Really??


        CLARE. Yes, and I find it pretty problematic. Like, they don’t sequester women. My mom was just like, out in public. Like, out in the streets. With the masses. I mean she had bodyguards but that’s it.


        She holds out her hands in front of her to demonstrate space.


        Here’s my mom, and here’s the general public. It’s like. Not safe for women.


        ALMA. Wow.


        PEPPA. Bodkin.


        ALMA. It’s so weird because it’s like. The Holy Land.


        CLARE. I know.


        ALMA. Like you’d think it would be more…


        CLARE. I know. My mom’s my hero.


        PEPPA (to ALMA). I’m done on my side.


        ALMA. Sorry, yeah, almost.


        ALMA begins braiding faster.


        CLARE. I do think I’ll probably go some day. Just ’cause I think it’s important to like, push yourself for your faith. And I want to be a good Christian and obviously a big part of that is going to the Holy Land. But. I’m not exactly looking forward to it.


        Her sister, BEATRICE, enters. Her hair has also been done up in an extraordinarily complicated style.


        BEATRICE. You’re still not done??


        CLARE. Almost. Oh my god! You look so cute!


        BEATRICE. I know, they did a good job today.


        CLARE. Wait come here, let me look at you.


        BEATRICE. Look at the loop in the back.


        CLARE. It’s super-cute, I really like it.


        PEPPA pins up CLARE’s last braid.


        PEPPA. Alright. All done.


        CLARE. Oh! –


        BEATRICE. Oh, cool. It looks cool, Clare.


        CLARE. Yeah?


        She reaches her hand up to feel her hair.


        It feels cool!


        BEATRICE. Yeah, I love it. I’m getting that tomorrow.


        PEPPA. Shake.


        CLARE shakes her head up and down and around. The braids stay put.


        Does your head hurt? Too tight?


        CLARE. It’s fine! Is this side even? I can’t tell if it’s higher.


        ALMA. I think you’re good –


        PEPPA. Let me see –


        BEATRICE. Mom wants to get there early to talk to the bishop.


        CLARE. Will you tell her I’m coming? I just need to get my breviary.


        BEATRICE. Okay, we’re in the courtyard waiting.


        BEATRICE exits.


        CLARE. Wait, Beatrice!


        BEATRICE enters again.


        Do you like this dress?


        BEATRICE. Ya.


        CLARE. Okay. I’ll be right there.


        BEATRICE exits again.


        I don’t think I need the hot-water bottle tonight. I was too
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