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This is Book Two of the series. Here we move on from the elementary and start looking at some of the intermediate uses of prepositions. This book is absolutely essential for anyone wishing to gain a concrete understanding of everyday English.
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Why are prepositions important?
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Prepositions are important for many reasons. They tell us the direction of the action and help us describe the details of what we want to say. Understanding them will also help your listening skills. This is because you will understand the details of what people are saying and not just the ‘general idea’.

But the main reason you should learn them is because your English will sound absolutely awful if you don’t use them properly. I have taught thousands of students over the years and the one thing that I’ve noticed is that the use of prepositions causes trouble for everyone, even advanced students.

Prepositions are literally the glue that sticks English together. Without them, it just sounds broken.

Most books just concentrate on the basic uses of prepositions (at 5 ‘o’ clock, on a bus etc etc). This book is for elementary to intermediate English students who want to take their English to the next level. In this book you will learn 150 everyday uses of prepositions.

This book will help you speak more fluently because:

Having a good understanding of prepositions will help you get a higher score in TOEFL and other tests.

It introduces the uses of prepositions in collocations. These are easy to remember blocks of language. So you just need to remember the block and not always have to guess which preposition to use. This will help a lot with fluency.

It also introduces lots of different phrasal verbs. You will be able to express yourself more fluently if you learn phrasal verbs.

All the prepositions are introduced in short, very easy to understand stories and articles. You will learn how they are used in real everyday language. There are also examples to help you really understand how to use them.

There are practice exercises at the end of each chapter so you can test your knowledge.

So learn these everyday uses of prepositions to make sure that you don’t speak in broken English.



Before you get started 

Also as a small publisher I rely on reviews to get my books noticed. Even if there are other reviews already, I really appreciate your feedback. Thank you very very much.
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Guidance for Kids with no Support.
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Part One.

What happens to kids if they don’t have anyone to offer them guidance and support? What happens if a child doesn’t have any parents or someone to look after them? Of course there are government programmes set up to deal with their everyday practical needs such as food, clothing and housing. But kids need more than that, they need some type of guidance.

Prepositions:

To look after...:

Example: My sister is a lot older than me so she had to look after me a lot when we were kids.

To set (something) up...:

Example: I set up a small company as soon as I left college.

To deal with (something/someone)...:

Example: I have to deal with record keeping at my company.



Part Two.

That’s where having a strong community can really help out. There are many groups that pitch in and help set up programmes that can help take care of the guidance of these young people. For example there are sports groups (such as football) where these kids can have structure and learn discipline that they wouldn’t get anywhere else.

Prepositions:

To help out...:

Example: I often help my father out at his shop on the weekends.

To pitch in...:

Example: Over Christmas everyone pitches in with the cost of the dinner.

To take care of (something/someone).

Example: I will probably have to take care of my mother when she gets older.

Guidance of...:

Example: I’m the responsible for the guidance of these kids.



Part Three.

Lots of these teams and groups are run by adults who themselves had difficult childhoods. But because similar groups helped them and didn’t give up on them they were able to go on and lead stable lives and make something of themselves. So in return, they want to give back by helping out other kids.

Prepositions:

To be run by...:

Example: That team is run by a retired solider.

To give up on (something/someone).

Example: He’s so unreliable, I gave up on him a long time ago.

To make something of oneself.

Example: Even though he had a hard childhood, he worked hard and really made something of himself.

To give something back...:

Example: He helped me out a lot so I really want to give back.



Part Four.

Of course finding funding for these types of projects and groups can be difficult. There are lots of different things to pay for. Also they need to comply with various different rules and regulations. These groups often count on help from volunteers and donations from the public.

Prepositions:

To pay for (something)...:

Example: My husband pays the bills and I pay for all of the food.

To comply with (something)...: 

Example: If you move to a foreign country, you need to comply with their rules.

To count on (something/someone)...:

Example: Lots of people count on money from the government just to survive.

Help from...:

Example: I got a lot of help from my family when I first started my company.



Part Five.

These groups are fantastic. Because instead of just blaming the government or the parents for letting these kids down, they show up every week in their own time and put energy into making sure these kids have the support and guidance to go on and lead productive and happy lives.

Prepositions:

Instead of...:

Example: Instead of complaining, why don’t you actually do something about it?

To let someone down...:

Example: He let the whole team down when he came to the game drunk.

To show up (somewhere)...:

Example: He’s very reliable, he shows up every day on time.

To put energy into (something)...:

Example: If you want to succeed in something, you have to put some energy into it.



Practice.

Practice 1:

	I need to set......a meeting with my lawyer.

	She looked......her younger sister while her parents were at work.

	Sometimes at work you have to deal......difficult people.


Answers: up, after, with.

Practice 2:

	Someone needs to take charge of the guidance......this team.

	Sometimes I help......in the kitchen.

	If you are going to live here rent free you have to pitch......with the house work.

	I usually take care......my nephew one evening a week.


Answers: of, out, in, of.

Practice 3:

	I gave......voting a long time ago.

	I have benefitted a lot from this charity so I would like to give something ......and start volunteering here.

	If you work hard and are smart about it, you will be sure to make something......yourself.

	That company is run......idiots. 


Answers: up, back, of, by.

Practice 4:

	I got help......my parents when I went to university.

	You can’t always count......your parents to give you money, you need to learn how to make a living on your own.

	When building a house you have to comply......building regulations.

	When you buy a car you also have to pay......tax and insurance.


Answers: from, on, with, for.

Practice 5:

	I hate letting people......, I feel so guilty.

	Instead......worrying you should try to fix the problem.

	I put a lot of energy......that project so I was disappointed when it closed down.

	He always shows......at my house late at night, it’s a bit odd.


Answers: down, of, into, up.
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One Wrong Turn
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Part One.

Sometimes things just get out of control. Tim wasn’t a bad person, he just got involved in some bad things by accident. He left school without any real qualifications and just drifted from job to job for a while. Occasionally he’d run into some trouble, but never anything that serious. 

Prepositions:

Out of control...:

Example: As a teenager he was just totally out of control.

To get involved in (something)...:

Example: I like to get involved in local activities.

To run into (something)...:

Example: The project soon ran into money problems.


Part Two.

Then, while working at a garage he started noticing that something wasn’t quite right. After a while he realized that the owner was dealing in stolen cars. As soon as he realized what was going on, he quit. But unfortunately it was too late and the police had already started to ask questions. Instead of calmly going to the police and explaining his situation, he just freaked out and ran away.

Prepositions:

To work at...:

Example: I work at a carwash.

To deal in (something)...: 

Example: He deals in antiques.

To freak out...:

Example: I freaked out when I heard the news.


Part Three.

His plan was to hide out until the whole thing had just blown over. But of course running away just made him look guilty. Also his ex-boss was covering up his own crimes by blaming them on Tim.

Prepositions:

To hide out (somewhere)...:

Example: The gang were hiding out in the mountains.

(When something) blows over...:

Example: I know she’s angry now, but I’m sure it will all blow over soon.

To cover (something) up...:

Example: I’m not angry about what you did, I’m angry that you covered it up instead of just telling the truth.

To blame (something) on (someone)...:

Example: She’s always blaming everything on her little sister.


Part Four.

In the end Tim came to his senses and went to the police. By this time they had actually figured out that Tim was innocent of any crime. They could have charged him with  wasting police time, but they decided to let him off. After this unfortunate experience he felt that he was better off just avoiding people altogether and decided to move to Thailand and become a monk.

Prepositions:

In the end...:

Example: In the end I decided to just forget about trying to get my money back from him.

To come to one’s senses...:

Example: After years of not getting a promotion, I came to my senses and just quit.

To figure (something) out...:

Example: I figured out that I could make more money self employed than I could as a regular employee.

To be innocent of (something)...:

Example: He was found innocent of any wrongdoing.

To be charged with (something)...:

Example: The man was charged with drunk driving.

To be let off...:

Example: I could have got angry at my daughter for losing her keys, but I decided to let her off.

To be better 


Practice.


	The car was totally out......control before it crashed.

	I was involved......lots of different groups at university.

	During the recession a lot of companies ran......difficulties.




	I worked......a cinema for a while.

	They deal......second hand cars.

	She freaked......when she realized her husband was cheating on her.




	I blame the failure of the project......myself.

	My parents are so angry with me, can I hide......at your house for a while?

	That company has been covering......accounting errors for years.

	My boss gets angry for a while but it soon blows......




	I spent a lot of money on that project, it took years for me to come......my senses and quit.

	I can’t figure......why that book never sells, I personally think it’s great.

	I think that they’d be better.....splitting up, all they do is argue.

	She was always late so......the end we had to fire her.

	I’ll let you......this time, but don’t do it again.

	She was obviously innocent......what they were accusing her of.

	The police charged him......selling without the proper permit.
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