
  CHAPTER I


  CATCHERS


  STARTING CATCHER—YOGI BERRA


  
    You can’t think and hit at the same time.


    —Yogi Berra

  


  For a man whose trademark was saying outlandish, nonsensical things, it’s amazing how accurately this quote sums up Yogi Berra’s career. His hitting style was anything but calculated. It didn’t matter if a pitch was up in his eyes, skimming his shoe tops, or anything in between. If he could reach it, he was swinging. Thinking wasn’t even secondary; it simply never happened during a Yogi Berra at-bat.


  Such an unorthodox approach at the plate was made all the more peculiar by his short stature and awkward appearance. At just 5’7” with a face, body type, and gait that inspired childhood friends to nickname him after a praying Hindu yogi, intimidation wasn’t an option for Berra. Despite, or perhaps even because of, his homely appearance, Yogi persevered his way to baseball’s pinnacle, playing for the most World Series–winning teams (10) in Major League Baseball history. He also established himself as one of baseball’s most irresistible personalities and remained in the spotlight well past his playing days.
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  Yogi Berra is considered one of the greatest catchers in baseball history. BOWMAN GUM/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS/PUBLIC DOMAIN


  A baseball career seemed like an unlikely path for Lawrence Peter Berra, born to Italian immigrants in 1925 in St. Louis, Missouri. His father didn’t even know what baseball was. However, he grew up in a neighborhood obsessed with the game that also produced future fellow major-league catcher and Hall of Fame broadcaster Joe Garagiola. In fact, the childhood friends were both offered contracts after a tryout in 1942 with their hometown St. Louis Cardinals. Berra turned his offer down for lack of a bonus.


  The Cardinals’ loss turned out to be the Yankees’ gain later that year when they signed Berra for a modest salary but included the bonus he desired. After a year in the minor leagues, Yogi spent the next two seasons serving in the Navy during World War II. His service overseas included being a part of the D-Day invasion of Normandy, and he returned home a hero. In 1946 he was called up for a brief stint with the Yankees to close out the year. He stuck around for good in 1947, splitting time between catcher and outfield for the World Series winners. Yogi made history in Game 3 by hitting the first ever pinch-hit home run in the World Series. Both the volume and quality of play increased for Berra in 1948, but his first of 15 straight All-Star selections was soured by the fact that the Yankees failed to return to the World Series.


  Although he was a capable hitter to this point in his career, Yogi had a deserved reputation for being marginal at best behind the plate. That changed when Casey Stengel was named to replace Bucky Harris as Yankee manager prior to the 1949 season. The only man in Yankee history that would give Yogi a run for his money when it came to goofy looks and colorful personality had a plan for the young, struggling catcher.


  Maybe it was because he could relate to the eccentric young star, but Stengel instilled confidence in him right away by making him the full-time catcher. He helped his case by also employing the services of Yankee great Bill Dickey to improve his play behind the mask, or as Yogi put it, “he’s learning me all of his experience.” Berra instantly improved to an above average catcher, and combined with his already potent bat, he helped the Yankees return to the World Series where they defeated the Brooklyn Dodgers.


  That was the beginning of an unprecedented run of success for both Yogi and the Yankees. He remained in pinstripes as a player until 1963 and served as the team’s manager in 1964. In the 16 years between 1949 and 1964, the Yankees brought home the AL pennant 14 times, winning the World Series nine times. That included a record five straight World Series wins between 1949 and 1953. All of this success was due in no small part to the wildly effective bat and surprisingly smooth play of Berra in the field.


  During this period, Yogi reached the 20-home-run plateau 10 years straight from 1949 to 1958 on his way to establishing the career record for home runs by a catcher. The real highlight for Berra, though, was the three American League MVP awards he earned in the 1950s. In 1951 the 26-year-old Berra was the best player on a 98-win Yankee team and earned his first MVP by a slim margin. Since he didn’t look the part of a baseball superstar, Yogi developed the reputation of being an overachiever and was admired for it. He finished in the top five of the MVP vote for the next five seasons, winning the award again in 1954 and 1955 amidst high praise from contemporary sportswriters. Sports Illustrated noted that, “Berra is the best catcher in the league,” and Frank Graham of the New York Journal-American wrote, “Everybody loves Yogi ... the best, the most consistent, [and] the hardest working player on the club.”


  Berra’s durability and consistent production was often pointed to by writers as the reason that he was the key to the Yankees’ success over young slugger Mickey Mantle. In their account of Mantle’s Triple Crown season in 1956, authors Randy Roberts and Johnny Smith drive this point home, writing, “before 1956 the Yankees were really Yogi Berra’s team. He was the club’s most important player.” Truly, though, the Yankees enjoyed so much success because they were both super-stars playing at a superstar level. As the Sporting News noted of the dynamic duo, they were the “greatest one-two punch the Bombers have boasted since Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig.”


  Berra continued to be a great teammate and manager’s best friend during his waning years as a player. When the Yankees needed him to move to the outfield in the early 1960s to make room for the younger Elston Howard behind the plate, Yogi moved willingly. There he navigated the notoriously spacious left field in Yankee Stadium well enough to be considered average and saw no significant dropoff in offensive production. No matter the circumstances, Berra could seemingly do no wrong in a Yankee uniform. Casey Stengel once aptly summed this up by saying, “He’d fall in a sewer and come up with a gold watch.” The crowning achievement for Berra as a player came during a game in which he was conspicuously quiet, yet it sealed the legacy of his Midas touch.


  In 1956 the Yankees took on the Brooklyn Dodgers in the World Series. The series was tied at two heading into Game 5 at Yankee Stadium with young journeyman Don Larsen due to start for New York. With the series hanging in the balance and Yogi Berra behind the plate, Larsen for one day became the greatest pitcher in baseball history. At least part of his brilliance was due to the faith he had in his veteran catcher. More than 50 years after the game, Yogi clearly recalled, “He didn’t shake me off once. He was throwing pretty hard and had a good breaking ball that day. Everything was working for him.” After Larsen retired the first 26 Dodgers in order, he faced pinch-hitter Dale Mitchell and put the exclamation point on his perfect game by striking him out. An overjoyed Berra was the first to greet him by leaping into his arms and wrapping all four limbs around the lanky pitcher. Of course, the Yankees went on to win the series and his celebration with Larsen remains an indelible image for Yankee fans to this day.


  Despite managing the Yankees to a 99-win season and a tough seven-game loss in the 1964 World Series during his first year on the job, Berra was unceremoniously fired. He was probably better off. As the Yankees spiraled to the bottom of the American League in the late 1960s and early 1970s, Berra found a new job across town with the up and coming New York Mets. By the late 1970s he came back to the Yankees as Billy Martin’s bench coach as they won back-to-back World Series championships in 1977 and 1978. In 1984 he was promoted to manager, 20 years after his first stab at it with the Yankees.


  The Yankees won only 87 games in 1984. However, he was well liked by his players, especially their budding star and American League batting champion, Don Mattingly. Given George Steinbrenner’s assurance that his job would be safe from his infamously quick trigger finger in 1985, Berra agreed to return. That promise lasted just 16 games. With the Yankees’ record sitting at 6-10, Steinbrenner gave Yogi the axe in favor of re-hiring Billy Martin for the fourth time since 1975. The heartbroken Berra was understandably angry, especially because the news was broken to him via messenger rather than in person. Berra vowed to cut all ties to the Yankees as long as Steinbrenner owned the team.


  That unfortunate incident did nothing to tarnish Berra’s legacy. When Yogi retired there was little doubt that he was the greatest catcher in baseball history, a claim that can still arguably be made today. Furthermore, he had the reputation of being impossible to get out, especially in high-pressure situations, due to his unparalleled ability to hit “bad” balls out of the strike zone. The only player since to rival him in this regard is recent Hall of Fame inductee Vladimir Guerrero, who is about twice the size and twice as athletic as Berra.


  What has come to define Yogi, though, are the insane yet insightful things that would fly out of his mouth with ease. Whether it was about baseball (“Baseball is 90 percent mental. The other half is physical.”), or life in general (“Always go to other people’s funerals. Otherwise, they won’t come to yours.”), his one-liners inspired equal parts awe, laughter, and confusion from listeners. There have been entire books dedicated to Yogi quotes and some have a firm place in baseball’s lexicon. The best of them came in response to the notoriety of his Yogi-isms: “I really didn’t say everything I said.”


  Given Yogi’s long run of success with the Yankees, it would have been unfortunate for his time in New York to have ended bitterly. Luckily, by 1999 Steinbrenner agreed, setting up a pleasant coda for Yogi’s Yankee legacy. Prior to that season, Steinbrenner personally visited Berra at his home to apologize for his prior misdeeds. Berra accepted and the Yankees deemed a July 18 game at Yankee Stadium against the Montreal Expos as Yogi Berra Day. That day Yogi relived his greatest moment as a player when his old buddy Don Larsen delivered the ceremonial first pitch to him. From there it was déjà vu all over again. David Cone started for the Yankees and put together one of the greatest pitching performances in baseball history. He retired the first 26 Expos he faced and then induced a popup from Orlando Cabrera to third base to put the stamp on his masterpiece and Yogi’s story with the Yankees. Perfect.


  RESERVE CATCHER—BILL DICKEY


  
    I always say I owe everything I did in baseball to Bill Dickey. He was a great man.


    —Yogi Berra

  


  Before gaining the reputation of being a great catching instructor, Bill Dickey was a hell of a catcher himself. In the early years of the Yankee franchise, they had their share of star power, but the catcher position was a revolving door. When Dickey entered his prime in the early 1930s, he put an end to that, becoming the first legitimate star behind the plate in the franchise’s history. Just like his protégé Yogi Berra, he did this by combining a potent bat, spectacular play as a backstop, and a masterful knack for getting the most out of his pitchers.


  Born in northern Louisiana to a large family, Dickey had a baseball pedigree. His father and older brother played semipro ball while his younger brother George, also a catcher, spent six seasons in the major leagues. He started his baseball career bouncing around minor-league affiliates of the Chicago White Sox before being purchased by the Yankees prior to the 1928 season. That year he earned a brief callup and looked on as the Yankees sealed the second of back-to-back World Series championships. In 1929 he broke camp with the big-league club and played his way into the starting lineup. At just 22 years old he hit .324 to go along with 10 home runs and 65 runs driven in, proving his bat belonged in the vaunted Yankee lineup led by Ruth and Gehrig.


  While Dickey was personally successful early on, his team found themselves as bridesmaids during his first three full seasons. From 1929 through 1931 the Yankees finished second or third in the American League behind the Philadelphia Athletics, who won over 100 games each year. Things started to turn around in 1932 under second-year manager Joe McCarthy. The key to success was a vastly improved pitching staff. As Dickey honed his craft as a game manager, his pitchers reaped the rewards and the Yankees cruised to the fourth World Series title in team history. For his efforts, Dickey earned MVP votes for the first time. Better yet, an altercation he had during a game with the Washington Senators that July helped him to earn the respect of his teammates. With a running history of bad blood between the clubs, Washington right fielder Carl Edwards plowed through Dickey during a play at the plate, causing him to


  

  

  

  

  

  

  RESERVE CATCHER—THURMAN MUNSON


  
    

    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  RESERVE CATCHER—JORGE POSADA
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  APPENDIX I Statistics and Supplemental Factors Used for Rankings


  
    Statistics are the lifeblood of baseball. In no other sport are so many available, and studied so assiduously by participants and fans.


    —Leonard Koppett

  


  The first step in selecting the all-time Yankee roster was to rank all historical Yankee players by position using a treasure trove of data. Home runs, batting average, runs scored, runs batted in, and ERA are the most widely used numbers available for players going back to major-league baseball’s birth. Those numbers were considered, but there have been major advancements, especially over the past 10 to 15 years, in the development of more meaningful baseball metrics. Many of these are available on the Baseball-Reference.com website and those described below were the main factors in the rankings.


  The key attribute of the advanced metrics is that, with one exception, they are context-neutral. That is, they are adjusted for the run-scoring environment, time period, and ballpark in which they occurred so they can be compared without bias across eras. Take for example the individual seasons that Carl Yastrzemski and Mo Vaughn had for the Boston Red Sox in 1967 and 1996, respectively. On the surface, they both hit 44 home runs with a .326 batting average. Vaughn has the edge in RBIs with 143 to Yastrzemski’s 121. Given just these numbers, most people would say Vaughn had a slightly better year in 1996 than Yaz did in 1967.


  However, context is everything. In 1967 scoring rates were plummeting as pitchers ruled baseball, but in 1996 offense was soaring and teams were averaging over five runs per game for the first time since the 1930s. Given those circumstances and accounting for defense and baserunning, context-neutral metrics measure Yastrzemski’s season as more than twice as valuable as Vaughn’s. To take it a step further, Yaz’s efforts in 1967 earned him the American League Triple Crown, whereas Vaughn’s campaign in 1996, fine as it was, didn’t see him lead the league in any major category. Understanding context in situations like this is imperative if we’re to compare players in a fair, unbiased way.


  DESCRIPTION OF CONTEXT-NEUTRAL METRICS—POSITIONAL


  OPS+—An indexed version of on-base percentage plus slugging percentage (OPS) for the player compared to his league’s average, adjusted for the ballpark in which the player played. A value over 100 indicates that the player had an OPS above average. Subtracting 100 from a player’s OPS+ yields the percentage above or below league average that the player’s OPS was. (Ex: An OPS+ of 120 means that the player had an OPS 20 percent above average).


  WAA (Wins Above Average)—Number of wins added by the player above that of an average player. The first step is finding runs above average. At Baseball-Reference.com, the four major components to calculating runs above average are those coming from hitting, fielding, baserunning, and a positional adjustment where designated hitters and first basemen get the stiffest penalty while shortstops and catchers get the largest bonus. The run components are calculated based on actual events and are adjusted for the run-scoring environment in which they took place. In general, the conversion of runs above average to WAA is roughly 10 runs per win.


  WAR (Wins Above Replacement)—A single number representing the wins a player adds to the team above what a replacement player would add. The key difference between this and WAA is the concept of “replacement.” In real life, average major-league players are difficult to acquire when a starter goes down. Usually, a starter is replaced by a veteran past his prime or a minor leaguer who is not good enough to play every day in the majors. Those replacement players are well below average, and comparing a player to that baseline more accurately quantifies his value compared to the alternative.


  DESCRIPTION OF CONTEXT-NEUTRAL METRICS—PITCHING


  ERA+—An indexed version of earned run average (ERA) for the pitcher compared to the league average, adjusted for the ballpark in which the pitcher played. A value over 100 indicates that the pitcher had an ERA above average when adjusted for ballpark. An above average ERA means that the value was below the league average, since with ERA the lower the number the better the performance.


  WAA (Wins Above Average)—Number of wins added by the pitcher above that of an average pitcher. To get runs above average for pitchers, the total runs they surrendered (both earned and unearned) are compared to the number of runs an average pitcher would have surrendered in the same situation after adjusting for the parks in which they played, the fielders behind them, and whether they were a starter or reliever. Just as for position players, roughly 10 runs equal a win.


  WAR (Wins Above Replacement)—A single number that represents the wins the pitcher added to the team above what a replacement pitcher would add. The WAR calculation for pitchers is no different than the calculation laid out above for position players.


  DESCRIPTION OF CONTEXT-BIASED METRICS


  Batting WPA (Win Probability Added, available only for seasons since 1925)—The change in win probability for his team caused by a batter during a game. The sum of all those changes over a given time period results in WPA. The number itself represents the number of wins above average the player added where 0 indicates that a player had an exactly average impact. This metric is not context-neutral but roughly captures how “clutch” a player was because tight situations will have much larger impacts on win probability.


  Pitching WPA (Win Probability Added, available only for seasons since 1925)—This is calculated exactly as described above for position players, except it’s from the pitcher’s perspective. WPA has the interesting effect of putting the best starting pitchers and best relievers on a level playing field. Starting pitchers compile more innings than relievers, but many are at the beginning of games when each event has a relatively small effect on the game’s outcome. The best relievers usually enter the late innings in a tight situation where the game is on the line and can have just as much impact as a starter.


  DESCRIPTION OF SUPPLEMENTAL FACTORS


  Advanced metrics weren’t the only tools used for selecting this All-Star team. The following factors, some of them highly subjective, were also taken into account.


  Captaincy—Despite its inconsistencies over the years, being named captain of the Yankees is a significant honor.


  Rookie of the Year Award (since 1947)—Awarded to the top rookie-eligible player as voted on by the Baseball Writers’ Association of America (BBWAA).


  All-Star Game Appearances (since 1933)—Player was selected to play in MLB’s annual All-Star Game. The rules for selecting All-Stars and the size of rosters have changed over time, but it is generally some form of fan voting and manager selection. There was no game played in 1945.


  MVP Award (since 1911)—Awarded to the most valuable player in each league each season. In the 1920s a player could win only once. Since 1931, the MVP award has been voted on by the BBWAA and the rules have been relatively stable, with players able to win multiple awards.


  Gold Glove Award (since 1957)—Given to players who have exhibited overall excellence in the field at each position in both leagues as voted on by managers and coaches each season. Since 2013 there has also been a component based on advanced defensive metrics developed by the Society for American Baseball Research (SABR), which accounts for 25 percent of the vote.


  Home-Run Title—Player who hit the most home runs in each league each season.


  Batting Title—Player with the highest batting average in each league each season. To qualify, a player must have at least 3.1 plate appearances per team game.


  Silver Slugger Award (since 1980)—Awarded to players who were the best hitters at each position in both leagues as voted on by managers and coaches each season.


  Wins Leader—Pitcher who won the most games in each league each season.


  ERA Title—Pitcher with the lowest earned run average in each league each season. To qualify, a pitcher must have at least one inning pitched per team game.


  Strikeout Title—Pitcher who struck out the most batters in each league each season.


  Playoff Performance—A player’s performance in the postseason was taken into account. The League Championship Series has only been played since 1969 and the Division Series since 1995. Therefore, World Series performance was given the highest consideration. World Series MVP wins, awarded since 1955, were also taken into account.


  APPENDIX II Detailed Rankings


  DEFINITIONS OF ABBREVIATED STATISTICS


  BA/OBP/SLG—Batting Average/On-base Percentage/Slugging Percentage. Also referred to as a “slash line.”


  R—Runs scored.


  HR—Home-runs hit.


  RBI—Runs batted in.


  OPS+—Park adjusted On-base Percentage plus Slugging Percentage.


  WAA—Wins Above Average.


  WAR—Wins Above Replacement.


  WPA—Win Probability Added.


  IP—Innings Pitched.


  W-L—Won/Lost record.


  SV—Saves.


  ERA—Earned Run Average.


  ERA+—Park adjusted Earned Run Average.


  SO—Strikeouts.


  DEFINITIONS OF ABBREVIATED AWARDS


  Cpt—Yankee captain.


  ROY—Rookie of the Year.


  AS—All-Star.


  MVP—Most Valuable Player.


  GG—Gold Glove.


  HR—Home-Run Title.


  BA—Batting Title.


  SS—Silver Slugger.


  W—Wins leader.


  ERA—ERA Title.


  K—Strikeout Title.


  WS—World Series won.


  WS MVP—World Series MVP.


  
    
      	Catchers
    


    
      	Rank

      	Player

      	Years

      	Games

      	BA/OBP/SLG

      	R

      	HR

      	RBI

      	OPS+

      	WAA

      	WAR

      	WPA

      	Awards
    


    
      	1

      	Yogi Berra

      	1946–1963

      	2116

      	.285/.348/.483

      	1174

      	358

      	1430

      	125

      	34.1

      	59.5

      	39.2

      	15x AS, 3x MVP, 10x WS
    


    
      	2

      	Bill Dickey

      	1928–1946

      	1789

      	.313/.382/.486

      	930

      	202

      	1209

      	127

      	31.6

      	55.8

      	24.5

      	11x AS, 7x WS
    


    
      	3

      	Thurman Munson

      	1969–1979

      	1423

      	.292/.346/.410

      	696

      	113

      	701

      	116

      	25.5

      	46.1

      	15.4

      	Cpt, ROY, 7x AS, MVP, 3x GG, 2x WS
    


    
      	4

      	Jorge Posada

      	1995–2011

      	1829

      	.273/.374/.474

      	900

      	275

      	1065

      	121

      	17.4

      	42.8

      	12.9

      	5x AS, 5x SS, 4x WS
    


    
      	5

      	Elston Howard

      	1955–1967

      	1492

      	.279/.324/.436

      	588

      	161

      	733

      	110

      	10.6

      	27.6

      	6.4

      	9x AS, MVP, 2x GG, 4x WS
    


    
      	6

      	Mike Stanley

      	1992–1995, 1997

      	426

      	.285/.377/.504

      	227

      	72

      	263

      	134

      	7.2

      	12.8

      	6.7

      	AS, SS
    


    
      	7

      	Butch Wynegar

      	1982–1986

      	449

      	.259/.368/.363

      	161

      	27

      	168

      	105

      	5.3

      	10.7

      	1.7

      	
    


    
      	8

      	Pat Collins

      	1926–1928

      	264

      	.269/.413/.412

      	97

      	20

      	85

      	117

      	3.0

      	6.2

      	0.0

      	2x WS
    


    
      	9

      	Wally Schang

      	1921–1925

      	529

      	.297/.390/.406

      	225

      	16

      	209

      	105

      	3.5

      	10.7

      	–0.2

      	WS
    


    
      	10

      	Jake Gibbs

      	1962–1971

      	538

      	.233/.289/.321

      	157

      	25

      	146

      	81

      	0.5

      	6.7

      	–2.3

      	
    

  


  
    
      	First Basemen
    


    
      	Rank

      	Player

      	Years

      	Games

      	BA/OBP/SLG

      	R

      	HR

      	RBI

      	OPS+

      	WAA

      	WAR

      	WPA

      	Awards
    


    
      	1

      	Lou Gehrig

      	1923–1939

      	2164

      	.340/.447/.632

      	1888

      	493

      	1995

      	179

      	78.5

      	112.4

      	79.1

      	Cpt, 7x AS, 2x MVP, 3x HR, BA, 6x WS
    


    
      	2

      	Don Mattingly

      	1982–1995

      	1785

      	.307/.358/.471

      	1007

      	222

      	1099

      	127

      	17.6

      	42.4

      	23.1

      	Cpt, 6x AS, MVP, BA, 3x SS, 9x GG
    


    
      	3

      	Bill Skowron

      	1954–1962

      	1087

      	.294/.346/.496

      	518

      	165

      	672

      	129

      	11.1

      	23.6

      	14.4

      	5x AS, 4x WS
    


    
      	4

      	Jason Giambi

      	2002–2008

      	897

      	.260/.404/.521

      	515

      	209

      	604

      	143

      	9

      	22.1

      	20.7

      	3x AS, SS
    


    
      	5

      	Tino Martinez

      	1996–2001, 2005

      	1054

      	.276/.347/.484

      	566

      	192

      	739

      	113

      	1.8

      	16.7

      	11.6

      	AS, SS, 4x WS
    


    
      	6

      	Mark Teixeira

      	2009–2016

      	958

      	.248/.343/.479

      	533

      	206

      	622

      	118

      	6.3

      	20.5

      	8.2

      	2x AS, HR, SS, 3x GG, WS
    


    
      	7

      	Wally Pipp

      	1915–1925

      	1488

      	.282/.343/.414

      	820

      	80

      	833

      	107

      	5

      	29.1

      	–1.0

      	2x HR, WS
    


    
      	8

      	Chris Chambliss

      	1974–1979, 1988

      	885

      	.282/.323/.417

      	415

      	79

      	454

      	108

      	2.9

      	15.4

      	5.7

      	AS, GG, 2x WS
    


    
      	9

      	Joe Collins

      	1948–1957

      	908

      	.256/.350/.421

      	404

      	86

      	329

      	111

      	3.9

      	12.2

      	4.0

      	5x WS
    


    
      	10

      	Joe Pepitone

      	1962–1969

      	1051

      	.252/.294/.423

      	435

      	166

      	541

      	105

      	–6

      	7.4

      	2.4

      	3x AS, 3x GG
    

  


  
    
      	Second Basemen
    


    
      	Rank

      	Player

      	Years

      	Games

      	BA/OBP/SLG

      	R

      	HR

      	RBI

      	OPS+

      	WAA

      	WAR

      	WPA

      	Awards
    


    
      	1

      	Willie Randolph

      	1976–1988

      	1694

      	.275/.374/.357

      	1027

      	48

      	549

      	105

      	30.6

      	54

      	5.3

      	Cpt, 5x AS, 1x SS, 2x WS
    


    
      	2

      	Joe Gordon

      	1938–1946

      	1000

      	.271/.358/.467

      	596

      	153

      	617

      	120

      	24.3

      	37.5

      	8.5

      	6x AS, MVP, 4x WS
    


    
      	3

      	Robinson Cano

      	2005–2013

      	1374

      	.309/.355/.504

      	799

      	204

      	822

      	126

      	24.9

      	45.5

      	11.9

      	5x AS, 5x SS, 2x GG, WS
    


    
      	4

      	Tony Lazzeri

      	1926–1937

      	1659

      	.293/.379/.467

      	952

      	169

      	1157

      	120

      	22.8

      	48.3

      	15.4

      	AS, 5x WS
    


    
      	5

      	Gil McDougald

      	1951–1960

      	1336

      	.276/.356/.410

      	697

      	112

      	576

      	111

      	24.1

      	40.7

      	10.3

      	ROY, 5x AS, 5x WS
    


    
      	6

      	Snuffy Stirnweiss

      	1943–1950

      	884

      	.274/.366/.382

      	562

      	27

      	253

      	108

      	16.9

      	27.7

      	3.8

      	2x AS, BA, 3x WS
    


    
      	7

      	Bobby Richardson

      	1955–1966

      	1412

      	.266/.299/.335

      	643

      	34

      	390

      	77

      	-9

      	8.2

      	–12.4

      	7x AS, 5x GG, 3x WS, WS MVP
    


    
      	8

      	Del Pratt

      	1918–1920

      	420

      	.295/.348/.394

      	218

      	10

      	219

      	106

      	6.4

      	13.1

      	NA

      	
    


    
      	9

      	Alfonso Soriano

      	1999–2003, 2013–2014

      	626

      	.276/.315/.492

      	385

      	121

      	343

      	112

      	1.6

      	10.4

      	0.4

      	2x AS, SS
    


    
      	10

      	Horace Clarke

      	1965–1974

      	1230

      	.257/.309/.315

      	543

      	27

      	300

      	84

      	–1.4

      	16

      	–9.4

      	
    

  


  
    
      	Third Basemen
    


    
      	Rank

      	Player

      	Years

      	Games

      	BA/OBP/SLG

      	R

      	HR

      	RBI

      	OPS+

      	WAA

      	WAR

      	WPA

      	Awards
    


    
      	1

      	Graig Nettles

      	1973–1983

      	1535

      	.253/.329/.433

      	750

      	250

      	834

      	114

      	23.2

      	44.4

      	12.8

      	Cpt, 5x AS, HR, 2x GG, 2x WS
    


    
      	2

      	Alex Rodriguez

      	2004–2016

      	1509

      	.283/.378/.523

      	1012

      	351

      	1096

      	136

      	31.6

      	54.2

      	27.9

      	7x AS, 2x MVP, 2x HR, 3x SS, WS
    


    
      	3

      	Home Run Baker

      	1916–1922

      	676

      	.288/.347/.404

      	314

      	48

      	379

      	113

      	9.7

      	20.5

      	NA

      	
    


    
      	4

      	Red Rolfe

      	1931–1942

      	1175

      	.289/.360/.413

      	942

      	69

      	497

      	99

      	6.4

      	23.5

      	7.7

      	4x AS, 5x WS
    


    
      	5

      	Wade Boggs

      	1993–1997

      	602

      	.313/.396/.407

      	355

      	24

      	246

      	112

      	9.4

      	18.3

      	2.0

      	4x AS, 2x SS, 2x GG, WS
    


    
      	6

      	Clete Boyer

      	1959–1966

      	1068

      	.241/.298/.371

      	434

      	95

      	393

      	86

      	7.1

      	19.6

      	–6.9

      	2x WS
    


    
      	7

      	Scott Brosius

      	1998–2001

      	540

      	.267/.331/.428

      	264

      	65

      	282

      	96

      	0.8

      	8.3

      	–2.5

      	AS, GG, 3x WS, WS MVP
    


    
      	8

      	Bobby Brown

      	1946–1954

      	548

      	.279/.367/.376

      	233

      	22

      	237

      	100

      	1.2

      	6.6

      	4.2

      	4x WS
    


    
      	9

      	Billy Johnson

      	1943–1951

      	735

      	.275/.349/.395

      	344

      	45

      	388

      	104

      	1.6

      	10

      	5.8

      	AS, 4x WS
    


    
      	10

      	Andy Carey

      	1952–1960

      	688

      	.266/.332/.397

      	288

      	47

      	259

      	99

      	1.7

      	9.2

      	1.6

      	2x WS
    

  


  
    
      	Shortstops
    


    
      	Rank

      	Player

      	Years

      	Games

      	BA/OBP/SLG

      	R

      	HR

      	RBI

      	OPS+

      	WAA

      	WAR

      	WPA

      	Awards
    


    
      	1

      	Derek Jeter

      	1995–2014

      	2747

      	.310/.377/.440

      	1923

      	260

      	1311

      	115

      	31

      	72.4

      	30.9

      	Cpt, ROY, 14x AS, 5x SS, 5x GG, 5x WS, WS MVP
    


    
      	2

      	Phil Rizzuto

      	1941–1956

      	1661

      	.273/.351/.355

      	877

      	38

      	563

      	93

      	21

      	40.8

      	–5.9

      	5x AS, MVP, 7x WS
    


    
      	3

      	Roger Peckinpaugh

      	1913–1921

      	1219

      	.257/.334/.342

      	670

      	36

      	428

      	93

      	11.9

      	32

      	NA

      	Cpt
    


    
      	4

      	Tony Kubek

      	1957–1965

      	1092

      	.266/.303/.364

      	522

      	57

      	373

      	85

      	4.7

      	18.7

      	–2.8

      	ROY, 3x AS, 3x WS
    


    
      	5

      	Bucky Dent

      	1977–1982

      	695

      	.239/.295/.324

      	229

      	27

      	209

      	72

      	4.4

      	12.5

      	–6.4

      	2x AS, 2x WS, WS MVP
    


    
      	6

      	Frankie Crosetti

      	1932–1948

      	1683

      	.245/.341/.354

      	1006

      	98

      	649

      	83

      	0.7

      	23.9

      	–10.3

      	2x AS, 6x WS
    


    
      	7

      	Kid Elberfeld

      	1903–1909

      	667

      	.268/.340/.333

      	330

      	4

      	257

      	106

      	8.2

      	18.9

      	NA

      	Cpt
    


    
      	8

      	Didi Gregorius

      	2015–2018

      	578

      	.274/.319/.447

      	287

      	81

      	299

      	103

      	5.3

      	13.3

      	–1.5

      	
    


    
      	9

      	Lyn Lary

      	1929–1934

      	496

      	.274/.368/.388

      	322

      	21

      	237

      	100

      	3.3

      	10.5

      	0.7

      	WS
    


    
      	10

      	Everett Scott

      	1922–1925

      	481

      	.254/.282/.324

      	171

      	13

      	174

      	57

      	–6

      	1

      	NA

      	Cpt, WS
    

  


  
    
      	Outfielders
    


    
      	Rank

      	Player

      	Years

      	Games

      	BA/OBP/SLG

      	R

      	HR

      	RBI

      	OPS+

      	WAA

      	WAR

      	WPA

      	Awards
    


    
      	1

      	Babe Ruth

      	1920–1934

      	2084

      	.349/.484/.711

      	1959

      	659

      	1978

      	209

      	109.4

      	142.6

      	55.4

      	Cpt, 2x AS, MVP, 10x HR, BA, 4x WS
    


    
      	2

      	Mickey Mantle

      	1951–1968

      	2401

      	.298/.421/.557

      	1676

      	536

      	1509

      	172

      	79.5

      	110.3

      	93.5

      	16x AS, 3x MVP, 4x HR, BA, GG, 7x WS
    


    
      	3

      	Joe DiMaggio

      	1936–1951

      	1736

      	.325/.398/.579

      	1390

      	361

      	1537

      	155

      	54.5

      	78.1

      	54.2

      	13x AS, 3x MVP, 2x HR, 2x BA, 9x WS
    


    
      	4

      	Charlie Keller

      	1939–1949, 1952

      	1066

      	.286/.410/.518

      	712

      	184

      	723

      	152

      	28.3

      	41.9

      	31.6

      	5x AS, 3x WS
    


    
      	5

      	Bernie Williams

      	1991–2006

      	2076

      	.297/.381/.477

      	1366

      	287

      	1257

      	125

      	18.7

      	49.6

      	23.9

      	5x AS, BA, SS, 4x GG, 4x WS
    


    
      	6

      	Roy White

      	1965–1979

      	1881

      	.271/.360/.404

      	964

      	160

      	758

      	121

      	20.4

      	46.8

      	27.9

      	2x AS, 2x WS
    


    
      	7

      	Earle Combs

      	1924–1935

      	1455

      	.325/.397/.462

      	1186

      	58

      	633

      	125

      	19.6

      	42.5

      	20.3

      	3x WS
    


    
      	8

      	Tommy Henrich

      	1937–1950

      	1284

      	.282/.382/.491

      	901

      	183

      	795

      	132

      	19.4

      	35.7

      	30.4

      	5x AS, 4x WS
    


    
      	9

      	Reggie Jackson

      	1977–1981

      	653

      	.281/.371/.526

      	380

      	144

      	461

      	148

      	8.1

      	17.2

      	14.9

      	5x AS, HR, SS, 2x WS, WS MVP
    


    
      	10

      	Roger Maris

      	1960–1966

      	850

      	.265/.356/.515

      	520

      	203

      	547

      	139

      	15.6

      	26.3

      	19.9

      	3x AS, 2x MVP, HR, GG, 2x WS
    


    
      	11

      	Rickey Henderson

      	1985–1989

      	596

      	.288/.395/.455

      	513

      	78

      	255

      	135

      	22.8

      	30.9

      	18.7

      	4x AS, SS
    


    
      	12

      	Hank Bauer

      	1948–1959

      	1406

      	.277/.347/.444

      	792

      	158

      	654

      	115

      	12.9

      	29.3

      	9.6

      	3x AS, 7x WS
    


    
      	13

      	Brett Gardner

      	2008–2018

      	1358

      	.261/.344/.390

      	790

      	96

      	450

      	99

      	18.7

      	37.5

      	10.0

      	AS, GG, WS
    


    
      	14

      	Dave Winfield

      	1981–1990

      	1172

      	.290/.356/.495

      	722

      	205

      	818

      	134

      	11.2

      	27.1

      	19.6

      	8x AS, 5x SS, 5x GG
    


    
      	15

      	Paul O'Neill

      	1993–2001

      	1254

      	.303/.377/.492

      	720

      	185

      	858

      	125

      	8.1

      	26.7

      	15.7

      	4x AS, BA, 4x WS
    


    
      	16

      	Bobby Murcer

      	1965–1974, 1979–1983

      	1256

      	.278/.349/.453

      	641

      	175

      	687

      	129

      	10.4

      	27.7

      	22.6

      	4x AS, GG
    


    
      	17

      	George Selkirk

      	1934–1942

      	846

      	.290/.400/.483

      	503

      	108

      	576

      	127

      	10.9

      	22.1

      	10.5

      	2x AS, 5x WS
    


    
      	18

      	Mickey Rivers

      	1976–1979

      	490

      	.299/.324/.422

      	289

      	34

      	209

      	110

      	8

      	15.1

      	5.9

      	AS, 2x WS
    


    
      	19

      	Ben Chapman

      	1930–1936

      	910

      	.305/.379/.451

      	626

      	60

      	589

      	119

      	11

      	25.3

      	9.2

      	3x AS, WS
    


    
      	20

      	Gene Woodling

      	1949–1954

      	698

      	.285/.388/.434

      	361

      	51

      	336

      	124

      	8.2

      	16.4

      	9.0

      	5x WS
    


    
      	21

      	Bob Meusel

      	1920–1929

      	1294

      	.311/.358/.500

      	764

      	146

      	1009

      	121

      	7

      	27.6

      	7.7

      	HR, 3x WS
    


    
      	22

      	Hideki Matsui

      	2003–2009

      	916

      	.292/.370/.482

      	536

      	140

      	597

      	123

      	7

      	20.4

      	11.0

      	2x AS, WS, WS MVP
    


    
      	23

      	Tom Tresh

      	1961–1969

      	1098

      	.247/.337/.413

      	549

      	140

      	493

      	115

      	6.9

      	21.4

      	12.1

      	ROY, 2x AS, GG, WS
    


    
      	24

      	Curtis Granderson

      	2010–2013

      	513

      	.245/.335/.495

      	345

      	115

      	307

      	120

      	7.4

      	15.0

      	4.8

      	2x AS, SS
    


    
      	25

      	Johnny Damon

      	2006–2009

      	576

      	.285/.363/.458

      	410

      	77

      	296

      	112

      	5.7

      	14.4

      	6.9

      	WS
    


    
      	26

      	Oscar Gamble

      	1976, 1979–1984

      	540

      	.259/.361/.496

      	220

      	87

      	276

      	141

      	5.7

      	11.3

      	8.7

      	
    


    
      	27

      	Johnny Lindell

      	1941–1950

      	742

      	.275/.343/.428

      	371

      	63

      	369

      	114

      	4.4

      	12.8

      	4.6

      	AS, 3x WS
    


    
      	28

      	Nick Swisher

      	2009–2012

      	598

      	.268/.367/.483

      	331

      	105

      	349

      	124

      	2.9

      	11.9

      	6.1

      	AS, WS
    


    
      	29

      	Gary Sheffield

      	2004–2006

      	347

      	.291/.383/.515

      	243

      	76

      	269

      	135

      	3.5

      	8.7

      	9.1

      	2x AS, 2x SS
    


    
      	30

      	Lou Piniella

      	1974–1984

      	1037

      	.295/.338/.413

      	392

      	57

      	417

      	111

      	-2.8

      	9.3

      	2.9

      	2x WS
    

  


  
    
      	Pitchers
    


    
      	Rank

      	Player

      	Years

      	IP

      	W-L

      	SV

      	ERA

      	ERA+

      	SO

      	WAA

      	WAR

      	WPA

      	Awards
    


    
      	1

      	Mariano Rivera

      	1995–2013

      	1283.2

      	82-60

      	652

      	2.21

      	205

      	1173

      	32.5

      	56.3

      	56.6

      	13x AS, 5x WS, WS MVP
    


    
      	2

      	Whitey Ford

      	1950–1967

      	3170.1

      	236-106

      	11

      	2.75

      	133

      	1956

      	28.7

      	53.5

      	37.0

      	8x AS, CY, 3x W, 2x ERA, 6x WS, WS MVP
    


    
      	3

      	Ron Guidry

      	1975–1988

      	2392

      	170-91

      	4

      	3.29

      	119

      	1778

      	26.6

      	48.2

      	23.5

      	Cpt, 4x AS, 5x GG, CY, 2x W, 2x ERA, 2x WS
    


    
      	4

      	Lefty Gomez

      	1930–1942

      	2498.1

      	189-101

      	10

      	3.34

      	125

      	1468

      	19.8

      	43.3

      	22.2

      	7x AS, 2x W, 2x ERA, 3x K, 5x WS
    


    
      	5

      	Andy Pettitte

      	1995–2003, 2007–2013

      	2796.1

      	219-127

      	0

      	3.94

      	115

      	2020

      	24.7

      	51.4

      	18.2

      	3x AS, W, 5x WS
    


    
      	6

      	Red Ruffing

      	1930–1946

      	3168.2

      	231-124

      	9

      	3.47

      	119

      	1526

      	17.8

      	46.6

      	34.9

      	6x AS, W, K, 6x WS
    


    
      	7

      	Waite Hoyt

      	1921–1930

      	2272.1

      	157-98

      	29

      	3.48

      	115

      	713

      	13.5

      	35.8

      	10.9

      	W, 3x WS
    


    
      	8

      	Mel Stottlemyre

      	1964–1974

      	2661.1

      	164-139

      	1

      	2.97

      	112

      	1257

      	17.9

      	40.8

      	13.3

      	5x AS
    


    
      	9

      	David Cone

      	1995–2000

      	922

      	64-40

      	0

      	3.91

      	118

      	888

      	11.5

      	20.3

      	8.9

      	2x AS, W, 4x WS
    


    
      	10

      	Mike Mussina

      	2001–2008

      	1553

      	123-72

      	0

      	3.88

      	114

      	1278

      	20.3

      	35.2

      	12.3

      	3x GG
    


    
      	11

      	Dave Righetti

      	1979–1990

      	1136.2

      	74-61

      	224

      	3.11

      	127

      	940

      	10.8

      	23

      	16.4

      	ROY, 2x AS
    


    
      	12

      	Goose Gossage

      	1978–1983, 1989

      	533

      	42–28

      	151

      	2.14

      	179

      	512

      	9.3

      	18.9

      	19.1

      	4x AS, WS
    


    
      	13

      	Herb Pennock

      	1923–1933

      	2203.1

      	162-90

      	23

      	3.54

      	114

      	700

      	11.8

      	32.9

      	11.5

      	3x WS
    


    
      	14

      	Spud Chandler

      	1937–1947

      	1485

      	109-43

      	6

      	2.84

      	132

      	614

      	11.5

      	23.2

      	19.7

      	4x AS, MVP, W, 2x ERA, 3x WS
    


    
      	15

      	Bob Shawkey

      	1915–1927

      	2488.2

      	168-131

      	27

      	3.12

      	117

      	1163

      	19.5

      	43.3

      	1.0

      	ERA, 2x WS
    


    
      	16

      	Allie Reynolds

      	1947–1954

      	1700

      	131-60

      	40

      	3.30

      	115

      	967

      	6.6

      	19.6

      	16.1

      	5x AS, ERA, K, 6x WS
    


    
      	17

      	Eddie Lopat

      	1948–1955

      	1497.1

      	113-59

      	2

      	3.19

      	121

      	502

      	5.9

      	17.5

      	13.8

      	AS, ERA, 5x WS
    


    
      	18

      	Vic Raschi

      	1946–1953

      	1537

      	120-50

      	3

      	3.47

      	111

      	832

      	3.7

      	15.5

      	17.3

      	4x AS, K, 6x WS
    


    
      	19

      	CC Sabathia

      	2009–2018

      	1810.2

      	129-80

      	0

      	3.74

      	115

      	1593

      	12.8

      	29.7

      	6.9

      	3x AS, 2x W, WS
    


    
      	20

      	Russ Ford

      	1909–1913

      	1112.2

      	73-56

      	3

      	2.54

      	127

      	553

      	16.5

      	26.7

      	NA

      	
    


    
      	21

      	Roger Clemens

      	1999–2003, 2007

      	1103

      	83-42

      	0

      	4.01

      	114

      	1014

      	10.6

      	21.2

      	10.2

      	2x AS, CY, 2x WS
    


    
      	22

      	Orlando Hernandez

      	1998–2004

      	876.1

      	61-40

      	1

      	3.96

      	116

      	703

      	10.7

      	19.1

      	10.2

      	3x WS
    


    
      	23

      	David Wells

      	1997–1998, 2002–2003

      	851.2

      	68-28

      	0

      	3.90

      	114

      	557

      	9

      	17.1

      	7.9

      	AS, WS
    


    
      	24

      	Jack Chesbro

      	1903–1909

      	1952

      	128-93

      	2

      	2.58

      	109

      	913

      	11.2

      	28.8

      	NA

      	W
    


    
      	25

      	Tiny Bonham

      	1940–1946

      	1176.2

      	79-50

      	6

      	2.73

      	129

      	348

      	10.6

      	19.4

      	15.7

      	2x AS, 2x WS
    


    
      	26

      	Jimmy Key

      	1993–1996

      	604.1

      	48-23

      	0

      	3.68

      	123

      	400

      	7.7

      	13.5

      	7.3

      	2x AS, W, WS
    


    
      	27

      	Tommy John

      	1979–1982, 1986–1989

      	1367

      	91-60

      	0

      	3.59

      	112

      	483

      	7.8

      	20

      	9.2

      	2x AS
    


    
      	28

      	Sparky Lyle

      	1972–1978

      	745.2

      	57-40

      	141

      	2.41

      	148

      	454

      	5.9

      	15

      	12.9

      	3x AS, CY, 2x WS
    


    
      	29

      	Dellin Betances

      	2011–2018

      	381

      	21-22

      	36

      	2.36

      	178

      	619

      	6.8

      	11.6

      	10.8

      	4x AS
    


    
      	30

      	David Robertson

      	2008–2014, 2017–2018

      	498

      	38-22

      	53

      	2.75

      	155

      	666

      	7.3

      	13.1

      	15.0

      	AS, WS
    

  


  
    
      	Managers
    


    
      	Rank

      	Name

      	Years

      	Games

      	Wins

      	Losses

      	Win %

      	Ties

      	BestFin

      	WorstFin

      	Pennants

      	World Series
    


    
      	1

      	Joe McCarthy

      	1931–1946

      	2348

      	1460

      	867

      	.627

      	21

      	1

      	4

      	8

      	7
    


    
      	2

      	Casey Stengel

      	1949–1960

      	1851

      	1149

      	696

      	.623

      	6

      	1

      	3

      	10

      	7
    


    
      	3

      	Miller Huggins

      	1918–1929

      	1796

      	1067

      	719

      	.597

      	10

      	1

      	7

      	6

      	3
    


    
      	4

      	Joe Torre

      	1996–2007

      	1942

      	1173

      	767

      	.605

      	2

      	1

      	2

      	6

      	4
    


    
      	5

      	Billy Martin

      	1975–1978, 1979, 1983, 1985, 1988

      	941

      	556

      	385

      	.591

      	0

      	1

      	5

      	2

      	1
    


    
      	6

      	Joe Girardi

      	2008–2017

      	1620

      	910

      	710

      	.562

      	0

      	1

      	4

      	1

      	1
    


    
      	7

      	Ralph Houk

      	1961–1963, 1966–1973

      	1757

      	944

      	806

      	.539

      	7

      	1

      	10

      	3

      	2
    


    
      	8

      	Buck Showalter

      	1992–1995

      	582

      	313

      	268

      	.539

      	1

      	1

      	4

      	0

      	0
    


    
      	9

      	Bucky Harris

      	1947–1948

      	309

      	191

      	117

      	.620

      	1

      	1

      	3

      	1

      	1
    


    
      	10

      	Clark Griffith

      	1903–1908

      	807

      	419

      	370

      	.531

      	18

      	2

      	8

      	0

      	0
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