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Before you read about HPCSA corruption, I need you to hear something.

In 2010, bodybuilder Heugene Murray said to me on a recorded phone call:

"You are a very, very good doctor."

Three years later, he appeared on national television calling me a "butcher."

What changed his mind?

The answer isn't medical incompetence. It's systematic witness coaching, settlement violations, and a R2.775 million campaign orchestrated by attorney Gary Austin and Dr. Leslie Berkowitz - the same man you'll meet in this book.

Get Book 3: "I Need to Get It Off My Chest: The Murray Case" FREE

Plus exclusive access to:
- ✅ Audio excerpt of Murray's recorded confession
- ✅ Expert witness reports proving no malpractice
- ✅ Timeline: How 16 complaints appeared in 3 months
- ✅ Mathematical proof of witness recruitment impossibility
- ✅ Settlement violation documentation

Join the UNBUTCHERED investigation:
CLICK HERE

*You'll get instant access to Book 3 and evidence files that prove everything you're about to read.*

Or purchase Book 3 on Amazon, Apple Books, Kobo, or Google Play after finishing this book.

The corruption starts here. The recorded confession is waiting.
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​Introduction
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THE MURAD PROPHECY

Fatima and Ziad Murad were a pleasant Lebanese couple that I saw in the clinic's early days. Fatima had full lips, high cheekbones and large, beautiful eyes. Ziad was a strapping young man who looked after himself,  was well-built with prominent pecs and deltoids and wore a sleeveless tight t-shirt to show off his chiseled body. Both Fatima and Ziad had typical attractive Mediterranean features. I had replaced Fatima’s breast implants and  I did an unusual operation on Ziad, as he was one of only two of these operations that I ever performed. I see nowadays, it’s a fairly common procedure.
They were pleasant and courteous.
One morning, I came in to start the morning's consulting session and Annette mentioned that the Murads had come in the previous afternoon wanting to see me. They came in for something trivial and were insistent on seeing me. My receptionist, Wendy,  politely told them they had come in outside scheduled consulting times and that she was happy to schedule an appointment for the following morning.
A heated argument ensued, resulting in them storming out of the reception in a huff.
A few weeks later, Annette and I found ourselves in a hospital boardroom in Johannesburg with members of the Association of Plastic Surgeons Executive Committee. After a round table discussion, we concluded the meeting, and everybody conceded that the episode had been blown way out of proportion. Everybody stood up smiling, and we all went our separate ways.
As Annette and  I walked across the car park to our car to drive back to Benoni, we felt satisfied that we had managed to dodge a bullet and that the Murads were happy.
The terrible reality was that my fate was sealed.
I was doomed.
About ten years later, I would experience the horrific fallout of what transpired in that meeting.

But the man who ensured my doom that day - Dr. Leslie Berkowitz - wasn't finished. He was only beginning. And what I didn't know then, but would discover through years of forensic analysis, was that Berkowitz had found the perfect partner for his vendetta: attorney Gary Austin, a man willing to spend millions to destroy me without recovering a single rand for any client.**

The corruption I'm about to expose doesn't start with incompetent doctors or frivolous complaints. It starts at the very top of South Africa's medical regulatory system - with systematic bribery, fraud, and an institutional culture that protects the corrupt while persecuting whistleblowers.

This is the story of how the fish rots from the head down.


​CHAPTER ONE

ONE DOCTOR, FIFTEEN ENVELOPES:
THE STATISTICAL IMPOSSIBILITY

The HPCSA is a Statutory Body, established in terms of Section 2(1) of The Health Professions Act. It is the supreme statutory body regulating the medical profession in terms of the Act.
The objects of the HPCSA are amongst others, to regulate liaison between the registered professions (which encompass emergency care practitioners, doctors and dentists, medical technicians, occupational therapists, optometrists, physiotherapists, psychologists, radiographers and speech therapists) Each of the above divisions are regulated by their respective boards. The law is extremely long winded and boring but it all boils down to treating patients with care and compassion and not practicing beyond the scope of their profession and acting like a decent human being - in other words - don’t be an arsehole.
The HPCSA deals with complaints from the public with respect to perceived unprofessional conduct which is defined as “improper or disgraceful or dishonorable or unworthy conduct, when regard is had to the profession of a person registered in terms of the Act.
The legal expert Taitz has defined the scope of improper or disgraceful conduct into four broad categories.


●  Medical malpractice: treatment of patients which may be regarded as negligent, improper  or not in accordance with the tenets of good medical practice

●  Improper or disgraceful behavior relating to acts which are contrary to accepted ethical behavior by doctors. Examples would include breach of confidentiality, taking advantage of their relationship with patients and their families or indulging in illicit sexual relationships with a patient

●  Improper or disgraceful conduct concerning fellow practitioners where a doctor knowingly takes over patients treated by another doctor, touting or  discussing colleagues and their ability with laymen in a scandalous manner

●  Other improper or disgraceful conduct unbecoming of a doctor. This would include convictions for common law crimes such as murder, rape, theft, perjury, drunk driving and illicit dealing in gold or diamonds.



The above would suggest that committing an offense falling into one of the above categories  would evoke a sense of shock and horror.
Considering the number of doctors in South Africa (46 000), there are surprisingly few complaints lodged to the HPCSA relative to the number of doctors. Some doctors have the good  fortune of never having a complaint lodged against them at the HPCSA.
Ninety eight percent of patients  are reasonable and understand that complications and adverse outcomes  are possible with any procedure or treatment modality. The remaining  2%  are usually the unreasonable patients who make a doctor's life hell.
Since the transfer of power in 1994 to the African National Congress,  South Africa has been in a  downward spiral of rampant corruption in every walk of life.  Even at grassroots level, you would be hard-pressed to find anybody in South Africa  who's been stopped in a roadblock and not had a cop ask for a bribe.. Indeed, the malaise of corruption  is endemic in Africa and  conducting business invariably  involves having to bribe a government official to do business.
Every organ of state is riddled with corruption and the HPCSA is no exception. Doctors with deep pockets who don’t want their careers wrecked are prime targets for greedy HPCSA officials.
The HPCSA has for years been plagued by issues of corruption,  gross inefficiencies and egregiously inconsistent criteria in  meting out justice.
In  2015, a  ministerial task team report revealed corruption and incompetence within the organisation's leadership. Despite implementing a turnaround strategy in 2017 based on recommendations, the HPCSA continued to face criticism and legal failures.
Another disturbing practice within the HPCSA is  the accreditation of unqualified medical professionals. This is akin to buying your driver’s license from a corrupt traffic department official  - a common practice in South Africa.
The HPCSA acknowledged the allegations of corruption and maladministration, saying they were in the process of implementing reforms. Hot air and empty promises.
A visit to the HPCSA’s  Facebook page reveals a litany of comments  from enraged doctors who’s registration has taken months - effectively precluding them from earning a living.
The HPCSA eventually  suspended sixteen  employees as a precaution following an investigation into bribery and corruption related to registration processes by the SIU. Think about it -  HPCSA employees were milking the system by receiving bribes from doctors to “make things go away.” That’s sixteen that they know about.

Consider the case of Dr David Motau.  On the 2nd of August 2021, two months into his new job, Dr David Motau, who had  recently been appointed as the HPCSA's registrar, was charged with corruption and fraud relating to corrupt payments totalling R8.7 million ($580 000). The charges against Motau  related to payments made to service providers between 2011 and 2015 for never-rendered services.
Motou, charged with 13 other people, appeared in Court on 304 counts, including contravention of the Public Finance Management Act, forgery, corruption and money laundering.
Predictably, Motou denied any knowledge of the alleged offenses, saying that the irregular contracts and tenders were already present before he joined the department. Laughably, he wrote to the president of the HPCSA, stating that the charges against him "should not affect his new role."
At first blush, one would jump to the conclusion that the Human Resources department had done no background checks on Motau, but my research into this organisation reveals that they probably were well aware of the charges against him. . Their story was that they were only aware of the charges against Motau after he was appointed. Yeah right.
The fish rots from the head down - an apt metaphor for  the HPCSA. If they are incapable  of appointing a registrar with a moral compass to get their house in order, what hope is there of rooting  out the ground level corrupt employees?

And this is the organization that investigated me. This is the body that decided my fate. Sixteen employees suspended for bribery. A registrar charged with R8.7 million in fraud. And me? Permanently removed from the roll for complications that every plastic surgeon encounters - complications I warned patients about, complications documented in consent forms, complications without a single piece of evidence proving negligence.

The pattern was clear: real criminals stayed in practice while whistleblowers who exposed corruption were destroyed..

Suppose a patient is unhappy with their doctor's treatment. Most people nowadays will visit the HPCSA website. An easy-to-find section on their website gives instructions on lodging a complaint  and the channels to follow. There is no need to seek the assistance of an attorney for this process. Having an attorney draft the letter of complaint is unnecessary. I will explain the relevance of this later.

I will explain the relevance of this later.

Once a  complaint is analysed, it is categorised according to its seriousness. Minor complaints are referred to the Ombudsman for mediation. More serious complaints are directed to a preliminary committee enquiry.
The committee will request an explanation from the doctor, and if deemed minor, the complaint will be dismissed. If the allegations are more severe, the matter will be referred for a formal enquiry.
Next, a penalty is imposed, usually a period of suspension from between 1 and 3 years. In most instances, the sentences are suspended for three years. It was rare to encounter suspensions from practice that were enforced.
The harshest sentence is erasure from the role of practitioners. This penalty is very rare indeed.
I'm on the mailing list for Medical Brief.  This website curates articles from mainstream media and medical journals that interest medical doctors.
In their weekly newsletter, they often report on the outcomes of the disciplinary hearings at the HPCSA over the preceding  three months. In the main, doctors are hostile to the HPCSA and I battle to grasp the motivation for publishing this material. As it turned out, going through the outcomes proved to be enlightening.
Over 24 months, 26 doctor's matters were finalised, a little over one case per month. For relevance and brevity, I excluded matters from other disciplines, such as psychologists, ambulance technicians and occupational therapists.
The matters below fall into a handful of categories: fraud (usually medical aids), mismanagement of patients resulting in actual or perceived  adverse outcomes, sexual impropriety, moonlighting, medical certificates and miscellaneous incidents like assaulting patients.

Fraudulent conduct
Dr O Akerele was found guilty of three fraudulent claims for services not rendered and received a R70,000 fine.
Dr JZ Mhlongo was found guilty of over-servicing patients and fraudulent claims to the medical aid. Penalty: erasure.
Drd A M Haffajee was found guilty of forging an authorisation letter to a medical aid. Penalty: R20 000 fine suspended for three years.

Mismanagement of patients
Dr S Baloyi - failure to diagnose or refer a patient to a specialist. R5000 fine.
Dr Anver D Goga was found guilty of the negligent management of a patient in a motor vehicle accident and misbehaved towards the patient's family—penalty: one year suspension from practice wholly suspended for three years.
Dr D. Kotze was found guilty of failing to take a patient's history and postoperative monitoring of the patient and respond to cardiac arrest and a  delay in intubating the patient. Penalty: R70 000 fine half suspended for 12 months.
Dr B. Malumane was found guilty of closing the main gate of Mapulaneng Hospital during an unprotected strike, preventing the public's access to the hospital and withholding emergency services. Dr B. Malumane also prevented other doctors from working by forcing them to participate in the  unprotected strike. He was slapped with a R5000 fine.

Insufficient care of  patients
Dr F Greeff was accused of providing insufficient care to patients but acquitted due to lack of evidence.
Dr A Morakeng was found guilty of providing insufficient care and failing to stabilise a patient before transferring the patient  to hospital. The patient subsequently died. He was acquitted due to lack of evidence.
Dr L. Moiloa was found guilty of providing poor postoperative care and inadequate pain relief. Penalty: R70 000 fine suspended for three years.
Dr Linda was found guilty of abandoning duties while on call. Penalty: R10 000 fine suspended for one year.
Dr I. Ebrahim was found guilty of providing poor postoperative care to a bleeding patient. Penalty: 12 months suspension wholly suspended for two years.
Dr E. van Vuuren was accused of "providing insufficient care" to his patient and acquitted due to lack of evidence.
Doctors employed in a government hospital running a private practice.
Dr A. Bakundukize was running a private practice while in a government hospital and was removed from the role of practitioners.
Doctors accused of sexual impropriety with patients.
Dr M K K Mdingi was accused of performing an "inappropriate" vaginal examination without a chaperone present, without obtaining consent and where the vaginal examination was not indicated—outcome: acquitted due to insufficient evidence.
Professor  AE Gangat was found guilty of switching the lights off during an examination and kissing his patient without her consent. His penalty was  a fine of R100 000, half suspended for three years.

Medical certificates
Dr DL Bruwer contravened Ethical Rule 16 when issuing a medical
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