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The promise of the Father was the fulfillment of God’s prophecy through Joel. One result of the Spirit’s coming would be prophetic revelation and the manifestation of dreams and visions. We discover from Paul’s discussions of the gifts in I Corinthian 12 that the Spirit is responsible for the dispersion of the gifts. In the Abundant Truth Spiritual Gifts Series, we will examine the gifts of the Spirit and their operations in the New Testament Church.

In this publication:

The Kingdom of God has come in power. Jesus told the disciples to go to Jerusalem and  wait until they receive power (Acts 1:8). On the day of Pentecost, the disciples received the power promised to them. We will now explore Kingdom Power. God has made us partakers, not only of His nature, but also of His power. 

The Kingdom of God came with ministries and gifts available to everyone under its influence. Do not be deceived;  the gifts of the Holy Spirit are for today. Though this topic has been the source of controversy for decades, believers can be confident that God is still pouring out His Spirit today. The Bible says that in the last days  that he would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh.

And it shall come to pass, saith God, I will pour forth My Spirit upon all flesh: And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your old men shall dream dreams. Yea and on My servants and on My handmaidens in those days will I pour forth of My Spirit; and they shall prophesy. (Acts 2:17-18 NASV)

The Old Testament scriptures also indicate that the Spirit of God would rest upon and in His people. 

I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you. I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them a heart of flesh; that they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and  do them and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. (Ezekiel11:19-20 NASV

In this book, we will discuss the gifts and ministries of the Spirit of God, their functions, and how to recognize them in operation. God gives the Church gifts to benefit everyone. The purpose of the gifts is not to make us spiritual, but  to  help  us  to  serve and minister to one another in love. 

The operation of the Spirit of God and His gifts/ministries among believers testifies to the presence of God in the Church. When the gifts of the Spirit are in operation, the faith of believers is strengthened and fortified. Before examining each gift, we must realize a few facts about spiritual gifts.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (I Corinthians 12:4-7 NASV)

First, from the above verses, we learn that there are diversities of gifts. God is a God of variety and He will manifest Himself in different ways. The same is true for the operation of the gifts.  Second,  we  learn  that every person has a  gift. 

Certain gifts are more prominent than others, but you can rest assured that God has invested a gift in you. Paul stated that God gives to “each one” a manifestation of the  Spirit. Finally, we learn that not every believer possesses the same gifts. In addition, the Holy Spirit uses each person in a different manner. It is with this understanding of the gifts that we can now discuss each gift and its operation in detail.

Most commentators on the gifts and ministries of the Spirit divide them into: gifts of revelation, gifts of inspiration, gifts of power, service gifts, and ministry offices. We, too, will use these as our guides as we take a biblical approach to explain the gifts and ministries of the Spirit.
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Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. (I Corinthians 12:1 NASV)

To begin our examination of the gifts,  we will look at the gifts of revelation. The gifts commonly identified as such are the word of knowledge, the word of wisdom, and the distinguishing (discerning) of spirits. They are designated as such because these gifts bring the believer into the mind of God. He becomes able to understand and see with the eyes of the Spirit.
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Word of Knowledge

It is commonplace today for a believer to walk up to a brother or sister and say, “I have a word for you.” Oftentimes, the individual saying it has no clue what that means. As soon as we hear this expression, we think that a word of prophecy is to follow. 

How many of us have been disappointed when it was something we already knew, or they only told us something that we should do? This was because they did not realize they had no word of prophecy, but only a word of knowledge or a word of wisdom.  

The word of knowledge is a gift where the Spirit of God reveals facts  about individuals and situations from the mind of God. 

Commonly Experienced Gift

I believe we all have experienced this gift in one form of another. Many times, when you know something is going to happen or when you just “know” something about an individual or situation without any outside influence; it is usually a manifestation of this gift. 

Common Prophetic Experience

When  we consider the gifts of the Spirit, we feel that when God reveals something that it should be extraordinary. However, we have numerous examples in scripture where God would reveal common things to His people. Therefore, when this gift manifests today outside  of  a ministry setting, believers overlook it occasionally.

God reveals common things through the word of knowledge. He reveals facts about certain situations. Facts revealed through the word of knowledge may deal with things in the past and present. Let us now examine the operation of this gift in scripture.

At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thyself, that thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam; and get thee to Shiloh: behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, which told me that I should be king over this people. And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse  of honey, and go to him: he  shall tell thee what shall become of the child. And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and went to Shiloh and came to  the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see; for his eyes  were set by reason of his age. And the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of  Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son; for  he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be another woman. (I Kings 14:1-5)

Even though Ahijah was a prophet, God spoke to him through the word of knowledge. God revealed facts to him about the situation. He told him that Jeroboam’s son was sick, his wife was coming, and  she  was  pretending to be another woman. 

Today, if someone has this type of information concerning a situation, we call it prophecy. Again, the word of knowledge is just what it says – knowledge  concerning and surrounding certain individuals and situations.
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