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Introduction:

A Spiritual Fortress in Motion

In the heart of Indonesia's Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), the world's largest Islamic organization, lies a unique and powerful tradition that merges spiritual devotion with martial prowess: Pencak Silat Nahdlatul Ulama (PSNU) Pagar Nusa. More than a mere fighting system, Pagar Nusa, which translates to "Guardian of the Nation," is a living embodiment of the NU's mission to preserve culture, foster community, and defend the faith. This ebook delves into the rich history, profound symbolism, and organized structure of this distinctive martial arts body, exploring how it serves as both a spiritual and physical "fence" for the community and the nation.

Chapter 1:

The Birth of a Guardian - Historical Foundations

The establishment of Pagar Nusa was a direct response to a growing concern within the NU community in the 1980s.

1.1 The Catalyst: A Fading Tradition
For generations, Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) were not only centers for religious learning but also hubs for the practice of pencak silat. Many kiai (religious leaders) were also esteemed silat masters. However, by the mid-1980s, this dual role was diminishing, and the silat tradition within pesantren was receding.
1.2 The Conclave of Kiais and Pendekars
Alarmed by this trend, prominent figures like KH Suharbillah of Surabaya and KH Mustofa Bisri of Rembang initiated a movement. They sought out KH Agus Maksum Jauhari (Gus Maksum), a renowned martial arts master from Pondok Pesantren Lirboyo, Kediri.
This led to a historic gathering on September 27, 1985, at Pondok Pesantren Tebuireng, Jombang. Pendekars and kiais from Jombang, Ponorogo, Pasuruan, Nganjuk, Kediri, Cirebon, and even Kalimantan attended. The consensus was clear: a unified body under NU was needed to revive and regulate the art.

1.3 Formal  Establishment After a preparatory period, the organization was officially founded on 3 January 1986 (22 Rabi’ul Akir 1406 H) at Pondok Pesantren Lirboyo. KH Agus Maksum Jauhari was elected as the first General Chairman. Its status was later formally ratified by a decree on 16 July 1986.

Chapter 2:

The Name and The Shield - Philosophy and Identity

2.1 The Meaning of "Pagar Nusa"
The name, proposed by KH Anas Thohir, then Chairman of PWNU East Java, is deeply symbolic. "Pagar" means fence or shield, and "Nusa" means nation. Thus, Pagar Nusa positions itself as a "Guardian of the Nation," dedicated to protecting NU, its values, and the Indonesian people as a whole.
2.2 The Core Philosophy: "Laa Ghaliba Illa Billah"
The central tenet of Pagar Nusa is encapsulated in the Arabic phrase emblazoned on its logo: "Laa Ghaliba Illa Billah" — "There is no victor except by the will of God."
This philosophy instills profound humility and spiritual awareness in its practitioners:

•  Humility in Strength: No matter how skilled or powerful a pendekar becomes, they must never be arrogant, as ultimate victory comes from God.

•  Purpose of Practice: The goal
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d2d_images/cover.jpg
PAG AR
\ Nl & &

THF HISTO

’P osop\
FYR D LA TU
U 4808 " S

MART‘lALF‘Fs
T;a‘_on ON

.

. W RITTEN BY
FINEX STUDIOZ

’i





d2d_images/image001.jpg





