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			Introduction

			Today’s online bookstores need a great looking, inspiring, and “click-able” thumbnail to peak curiosity and gain potential sales. I’ve been designing graphics for websites for almost 20 years.

			This book gives a basic summary of layout design concepts to be used for reference in creating eBook covers — which will work well as small thumbnail images. The titles and author names displayed on the layouts are completely made-up. I hit upon current themes, interests and general book categories. The layout names are meant to be fun and easy to remember.  

			There is much to learn about graphic design which is only touched upon throughout this book. 

			

			

			Who this book is for ....

			AUTHORS who want to influence sales

			graphic designers who want a quick reference 

			students who want to acquaint themselves to common layouts

			Anyone who needs inspiration for a book cover design
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			Letter Forms

			Layouts can take the shape of letter forms. These are easy to design with the right images and text. 

			Above: “S” layout with the swan. The rocket connects the title and author forming “Z”. The hands and chains form an “A” . 

			Graphics and type are used to create a letter form. 
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			Body Parts

			Funny as is may seem, we humans love to look at and compare body parts. Cut-up body parts are attention grabbers. Placement is centralized, shown here on a split cover background and plain colored backgrounds. 

			Eyes, hands, and faces are incredibly strong images. These transfers well to websites and large format graphics as well. If the graphic is organic — meaning not geometrical — a more playful typeface can be used such as the felt marker font used inside the hand graphic. 

			Give me a hand, the eyes have it, put on a face.
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			Image Dominant

			A commonly seen and easy to design, this layout uses a large image with bold text. Use this layout when you have a great image to show off. The image should be simple if the title is long. Note repeating graphics and shapes. 

			This layout is easy to implement with very little effort — nice image, strong typeface with good contrast off the background. Much like putting a label on a can of peas, the picture on the outside visually explains what’s on the inside. 

			Big image, bold text; the simplest of concepts.
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			Color Blobs

			Using color as the main ingredient of a layout creates a striking visual. The graphic can be familiar or abstract — common or conceptual. When the subject is hard to illustrate use this layout with any colorful, but simple, art.

			Color creates a mood; so if the book contains a happy little tale, create a bright and cheerful color palette. 

			The primary element is color, shape is secondary, text places third. 
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			Little People

			Small silhouettes of the human form are very appealing. We are naturally drawn to the human form. The figures are centralized with space on either side and at the top and bottom. Leaving space will highlight the small figure. The title text should be sized to fill half the page to emphasize the smallness of the figure. The author text is placed on one line at the bottom of the page.

			Little people in action are effective even if simple stick figures are used, though professionally drawn figures that relate specifically to the subject of your particular book would make sense, and, become memorable. 

			Using people graphics — not matter how small — communicates well.
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			Background Pattern

			A pattern background can be subtle or bold. The text and graphics are placed on top of the pattern. This is very effective when used with the right combination of graphics and type. 

			To help the type pop off the page, a drop shadow can be used. If the pattern is  subtle enough a drop shadow is not needed. 

			Good contrast between the type and the background will help develop a more successful layout. A long title requires a more subtle pattern — as shown in the center layout above.

			Patterns work best with short titles.
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			Big Central Image

			A nice big iconic image that reduces well to thumbnail size is certainly easy to understand. The image is centered — type placed at top or bottom in a text-image, or image-text pattern. Very basic.

			Balance the proportions of the image and the type. Here the weight of the type carries the approximate weight of the image in all three layouts above. 

			The human eye will recognize a graphic faster than the written word. We are naturally drawn to topics of interest use an image that appeals to your audience as well as describes the content of the book. 

			Iconic images with descriptive text.
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