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In the beginning, all was Black as Blackness already pre-existed.  Blackness was with "God", and Blackness was "God".  God created everything through Blackness, and nothing was created except through Blackness.  Blackness gave life to everything that was created, and that Black-birthed life brought light to everyone.  

Selah.

The drummer strikes up a jazz rhythm in a dimly lit room breaking the nervous silence, the double bass complements the accents and keeps the recognizable groove, and you are at the glimmering, Black Steinway piano at the smoky bar and you get to improvise your own liberative melody using the Black keys in front of a small crowd pregnant with anticipation.  What do you play roun' midnight to conjure the magic in that intimate moment? What does the Black naked sky outside inspire you to create in your mind that translates to your fingers? Where is God and where are we in all of this talk of Blackness? It is often felt that all of which exists comes from nothing, but what is nothing? Perhaps all seen and unseen are simply varying resonances of the Blackness that preceded all that is.  Maybe it's not enough to say we are from the Blackness, or that God is Black which has been argued to be true.  But what if the very Blackness from which all things emerged is not just the ground of all being but the very essence of God? 

Simply put, what if the Blackness of all isness is God?

These opening words may have offended your religious sensibilities, perhaps it has piqued your curiosity.  Humans make meaning - the why of what is, in the passion and creativity of life.  In what ways have these words triggered your imagination to contemplate the meaning making opportunities concerning conceptual Blackness? In what ways might it challenge your current assumptions and presumptions of who God is, who we are, and what are we to do to thrive?  We are creatures that are beholden to the quest of meaning- making as we engage the enchanting and sometimes overwhelming world around us.  The vastness of the mostly Black universe, blooming with unending biological diversity in one small corner, the inexplicable emotional highs and devastating lows of the human experience, compels us to interrogate, decipher and compose the deeper significance of it all into our own semantic improvisation.  Theology has been a broad road well-trodden in seeking to make sense and orient the pursuit of meaning, but often within the boundaries of a particular religious paradigm, gate kept by orthodoxy.  As an informal student of theology over the years we found ourselves enjoying the intellectual engagement of its logic.  It felt more akin to engaging ideas about God and the world like playing published sheet music - written by others for us to memorize and regurgitate.  But the opportunity that grabbed a hold of me, and one that we think you should seriously consider joining us on, is improvising a new melody using the ingredients available to me, a melody that harmonizes uniquely with what went before with areas of tension and release.  Professor Anthony Pinn, Agnes Cullen Arnold Professor of Humanities and Professor of Religious Studies at Rice University, defined Religion in much of his scholarly work as an embodied quest for complex subjectivity, or a push for more life meaning and we believe that useful theology must serve the body, mind and soul with the language and tools to pursue the rhythm and melody of that mission.  The rhythm and improvised melody of this quest thus implies this journey is an innovative symphony on previously composed foundations.  Unfortunately, much of western Protestant theology is a cult of disembodied abstraction that poisons the body as the source of our carnality and nothing more than a hindrance to spiritual purity.  It's ironic that a central goal of that theological corpus is articulating the place and hope of the Redeemed within the brutalized but resurrected body of Christ, yet is often so prejudiced against the needs, desires, beauty and prophetic insights of the Black and otherwise oppressed body.  we have set out to construct, perhaps compose a systematic theology that starts with the closest body that we know, the one we have full autonomy over, for theology must be grounded in what is corporal and undoubtedly alive.  oursacred Black body.  

My body is animated Blackness, it is alive because of that primordial Blackness aforementioned in which we live, move and haveourbeing.  It therefore isn't something we can divest of when understood in this way, it is inherent and inseparably what we am substantiated by.

Once you name a work as a theological endeavor, questions that may naturally occur could include.  What religion or ideology is this in aid of? To what authority, revelation or tradition does it appeal? These questions are important and especially so within the normative way we engage classical theology.  What we aspire to achieve in this work is expand the scope, possibilities and reach of theology into innovative territory, that invites the reader from any background, well-read in theology or not, religious or otherwise, to discover something new about making life-transforming meaning out of our shared humanity in Blackness.  Theology is said to be built on revelation, that which we engage as a lens to explicate this deeper meaning and significance of life.  The revelation of this theological endeavor is Blackness itself.  This might seem a bold proposition to some, idolatrous to others or frankly untenable, but we hope to present a case for why we believe Blackness is holy ground, and a suitable substrate upon which to grapple with the complexity of life.  The underpinning idea of this theological treatise is that Blackness is the pre-eminent reality that pre-exists all things, through which all things were made and it was all good.  This is what we mean by Blackology.  It was all Black in the beginning.  Many have contemplated God being Black.  In 1966, anti-apartheid US senator Robert F.  Kennedy who was later assassinated in Los Angeles, famously asked the question in response to the ill-treatment of Black Americans and South Africans, "But suppose God is Black? What if we  go to Heaven and  we , all our lives, have treated the Negro as an inferior, and God is there, and we  look up and He is not white? What then is our response?" (LOOK Magazine, "Suppose God Is Black," by SEN.  ROBERT F.  KENNEDY.  Aug.  23, 1966).

The question challenged his white, self-identified Christian listeners who largely saw their whiteness as an inherently superior, divinely endowed characteristic, and he connected the dots in that simple statement of the pre-supposed whiteness of God that underpinned their convictions.  But given what we have said so far about the Blackness that was pre-existent, the whiteness of God is untenable.  The Blackness of God in some theological discourse has sometimes felt like a skin thing rather than a substantial thing that all humanity is also co-substantive with.  For if we are in fact made in the image of God as the Judeo-Christian tradition claims, we are made of the same essential stuff.  The Blackness we refer to is radically inclusive because it isn't reduced to a cultural aesthetic though it includes that, it isn't limited to a racial identity nor the shade of one's skin though it encompasses that.  Dark matter, the very stuff of existence, is thought to account for approximately 85% of the matter in the universe.  There is an enlightening, electrifying communal and sacred reality located in identifying our shared Blackness in a metaphysical and dare we say spiritual sense- all of us, including whatever one imagines as God.  

It is almost needless to say that we abide a world which has very polarizing views of human identity especially as it relates to race, religion, gender and sexuality.  There has been a great schism in societies, particularly in the west, on the historic issue of race as a social construct.  Several centuries of western Imperialism, aligned with Christian endorsement as the state religion, societies  were organized into a hierarchy of racial casts with worsening life prospects and darker skin the lo we r down the social ladder one found themselves.  This painful legacy persists and while in some ways there has been limited progress, around the world one can find pervasive ways in which people are oppressed or experience negative social determinants due to one's Blackness.  It is in this cultural locus of "otherness", where there are unique experiences of suffering, angst and existential questions of which we can explore.  In his riveting book “Is God a White Racist?” Rev.  Dr.  William Jones pitched the argument that theodicy is a necessary concept we must engage as we try to explore the meaning of Black suffering at the hands of white delusions of supremacy.  For if God is believed to be sovereign over human history while able to intervene where there is particular and egregious suffering on the grounds of one's Blackness, then some feel he is culpable.  There
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