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Preface

I first started traveling the highways of Texas in the back seat of my parents’ old Mercury in the early 1950s. Four decades later, I’m still traveling in a Mercury only now I have to do most of the driving.

As a kid, the trips were often long and boring. It seemed to take an eternity to go from Fort Worth to San Antonio. It did take an eternity to go from San Antonio to Muleshoe. Without any brothers or sisters to fight with, there wasn’t much to do but sleep and ask when we’d get there. I can still remember my mother trying to defuse my boredom by encouraging me to watch for the Burma Shave signs. It always worked, at least for a little while.

In the late 1920s, the Burma Shave company was trying to get men to change to shaving lather from a jar rather than using the old brush-and-mug method that had been around for generations. To encourage men to make the switch, the company conceived a plan that would make advertising history. They painted lines from clever verses on wooden signs and then put them up along the side of roads all over the nation, including Texas.

The signs were an instant hit. Laughing at the simple verses seemed to break the monotony of long drives. Unexpectedly perhaps, the signs also provided the added bonus of giving parents a tool to keep children occupied. Some families, mine included, would use the Burma Shave signs as an inspiration to create our own verses. It was great fun and making up verses always seemed to make time pass quicker.

The Burma Shave sign program ended in the early sixties and today, the few remaining signs are prized collectors’ items. Although the signs are gone, they are not forgotten. Here’s some samples of the famous verses, all of which appeared in Texas:

Little Bo-Peep • Has Lost Her Jeep • It Struck A
Truck • When She Went To Sleep • Burma Shave

Remember This • If You’d Be Spared • Trains Don’t
Whistle • Because They’re Scared • Burma Shave

Cover • A Multitude • Of Chins • Pays Dividends •
In Lady Friends • Burma Shave

Shaving Brush • Was Like • Old Rover •
When He Died • He Died • All Over • Burma Shave

Bachelor’s Quarters • Dog On The Rug • Whiskers
To Blame • No One • To Hug • Burma Shave

Baby Your Skin • Keep It Fitter • Or “Baby” •
Will Get • Another Sitter • Burma Shave

’Twould Be • More Fun • To Go By Air • If We
Could Put • These Signs Up There • Burma Shave

Approached • A Crossing • Without Looking •
Who Will Eat • His Widow’s Cooking • Burma Shave

Brother Speeders • Let’s • Rehearse • All Together • 
“Good Morning, Nurse!” • Burma Shave

Cattle Crossing • Means Go Slow • That Old
Bull • Is Some • Cow’s Beau • Burma Shave

Don’t Lose • Your Head • To Gain A Minute • You Need
Your Head • Your Brains Are In It • Burma Shave

If You • Must Sample • Her “Pucker Paint” • Better
Drive • Where Traffic Ain’t • Burma Shave

At Intersections • Look Each Way • A Harp Sounds
Nice • But It’s Hard To Play • Burma Shave

Noah Had Whiskers • In The Ark • But He Wouldn’t
Get By • On A Bench • In The Park • Burma Shave

Since the Burma Shave signs inspired my interest in Texas highway humor, you’ll find more of the classic verses scattered throughout this book. You’ll also find a lot of other humor that was seen, at one time or another, somewhere in Texas. I hope you have as much fun with this book as I did in bringing it to you.

Wallace O. Chariton
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BC - Barker Texas History Center, Austin
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