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Introduction

With our cameras in our pockets we are all photographers, and the built-in creative functions on our apps and on social media mean we can edit and share on the go. However, such image-making is by its very nature loaded with limitations, and there is now a palpable backlash against the ubiquitous mindset of ‘click, add filter, post’.

Photography doesn’t have to be so transient and throwaway, and there is so much more fun to be had with it. #NoFilter is for anyone who wants to take their new-found creativity beyond the touch of a button. Replete with ideas for new techniques, processes and subjects to try, this book is a source of inspiration for image-makers of all abilities, illustrated with incredible work by photographers from all over the world who are pushing and developing their artistic boundaries. The scope of projects featured is vast, and you will discover work that innovates while applying traditional shooting, processing and printing techniques; ideas that involve hacks and makes; work that combines media; and images that arrest and inspire the reader in equal measure.

The power of photography is boundless. It can beguile, revolt, intrigue, record, invent, flatter, sell, tell a story or create artifice. A photograph is often the result of a fleeting, spur-of-the-moment reaction to something, or a lengthy, deliberated construct that has involved hours of thought and preparation. However, the act of ‘capturing the moment’ is not always the end goal. There can be infinite processes thereafter that the photographer ruminates over, whether that is how to print the image or in many cases how to deconstruct it. There is no wrong or right approach. So get ready to be creatively stimulated as you turn the pages of this book and let the images and ideas contained within springboard your own image-making imagination. Have fun!
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Naomi Vona, Fortuna



Cut, stick and glue

Make a photo collage from your stationery cupboard
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Why not experiment with coloured pens and washi tape to selectively obscure parts of existing images you might have? This is exactly what Italian artist Naomi Vona does. With the use of fluorescent pens, stickers, washi tape and glue, Naomi teleports her collection of black-and-white vintage images into a psychedelic fantasy future world that leaps out at the viewer. You can use your own images or trawl jumble sales and second-hand shops for old photos and postcards to overhaul with a ‘face lift’.

Naomi’s signature decorative mark is a crochet-effect eye mask (as seen opposite), and the artist considers herself a photo and video archival parasite – but in a good way! ‘I draw portals on old photos because I believe that in some way they can allow me to travel in time and space.’


You will need:

a photograph or a postcard, fluorescent marker pens, washi tape, stickers, acrylic paint, glue
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Bill Armstrong, Unspoken #1502

	

What do you see?

Defocus an image to create blur and soft edges
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By deliberately defocusing an image you can bring into question exactly what it is the viewer is looking at. To create this image, Bill Armstrong assembled a collage from a wide range of sources, spanning pop culture to art history, and then subjected them to a series of manipulations, such as photocopying, cutting, painting and collaging, before photographing his construct.

To achieve the defocused look, Bill subverts the photographic norm, shooting close up, but with his focus manually set at ‘infinity’. As a result, the edges of the collaged elements disappear, and the blurred photograph takes on the appearance of seamless, integrated images. ‘This sleight of hand allows me to conjure an illusionistic trompe-l’œil world that hovers between the real and the fantastic. It is a world that might exist in memory, in dreams or, perhaps, in a parallel universe yet unvisited.’

You will need:

camera, source images, paint, scissors, glue

Do it your way

Bill creates his subject matter using collage, which is a great way of tightly controlling what it is you are photographing; if you can collage it, you can shoot it. You do not need to go to these lengths, though, as the technique also works in the ‘real world’. Simply set your camera to manual focus and change the focus point to determine the level of blur.
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Kim Leuenberger, An Irish Puddle
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