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			THE MEANINGS OF THE CARDS

			How are you going to learn the meanings of all those cards? Well, you don’t have to know them at the start, but one of the first things to do when learning the tarot is to become comfortable with the cards and relate them to your life. You will notice that some cards stand out for you from the start. Others will take a while to get to know. This is natural and very much like meeting new people. It might seem like a daunting task at first, but time flies when you’re having fun. 

			Don’t worry if you have to look up meanings of cards even after you consider yourself a seasoned Reader. This isn’t a test. Sometimes readings are confusing. Keep in mind that you’re asking questions in order to learn about the unknown, which means that the unexpected might show up. It’s hard to know every possible interpretation—keep your options open and don’t be afraid to ask for help. 

			
		

	
		
			

			THE MAJOR ARCANA

			These are the destiny cards—the trumps. When a trump card appears in your reading, you’re being told this is a topic you can’t avoid, something that demands your attention. What did you ask the tarot? What position does this card have in the layout? Are you being told of a challenge facing you? Are you being reminded of support that you didn’t realize was there?

			It looks like a tarot deck works in a straight line (from 0 to 21), but don’t let those numbers Fool you (pun intended). You’ll be a lot better off if you think of tarot as a series of cycles—wheels working inside wheels. Life is in constant motion (despite those feelings that “nothing exciting ever happens!”) and we are all affected by each other. We must pass through stages, one leading into the next as we learn and grow.

			The Fool is innocence and the World is experience. To follow the path from 0 to 21, first we must learn about ourselves and our abilities as we develop relationships with others and move toward personal fulfillment. Tarot helps illuminate the layers within us all. We are all multifaceted. 

			
			
0 The Fool 
1 The Magician 
2 The High Priestess 
3 The Empress 
4 The Emperor 
5 The Hierophant 
6 The Lovers 
7 The Chariot 
8 Strength 
9 The Hermit 
10 The Wheel of Fortune 
11 Justice 
12 The Hanged Man
13 Death
14 Temperance
15 The Devil
16 The Tower
17 The Star
18 The Moon
19 The Sun
20 Judgment
21 The World

			
			Pay extra attention to cards from the Major Arcana. They are letting you know that something important is happening—something out of the ordinary. It may seem like something beyond your control or that requires extra work, but the bottom line is it’s a sign that shouldn’t pass by unnoticed.

			
		

	
		
			

			The Fool—0
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			This is where it all begins. This jaunty fellow doesn’t seem to notice the severe drop in front of him and it’s unlikely he cares. He’s traveling light. All his possessions fit into a tiny sack and he carries a single rose. This is all he needs to start his journey. Nothing weighs him down and he’s ready for his new adventure. The dog at his side indicates his connection to nature and the animal world. His feet may be on the ground (for now), but he’s looking toward the sky.

			
			
Upright
• Starting a new journey or adventure.
• One of your more prominent characteristics is innocence, but a lack of experience doesn’t dampen your enthusiasm. 
• Stepping into the unknown, trying something new, without fear of failure.
• You’ll never know if you don’t try. Sometimes you just need to have faith.

			
			
Reverse
• You’re having trouble taking that first step.
• There has been a delay or setback in plans.
• Being a fool—stepping blindly into the world—doesn’t mean you can do whatever you want. Make sure that your actions aren’t hurting anyone.

			
		

	
		
			

			The Magician—I 
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			The Magician knows how to bring together all four elements— fire, water, air, and earth—to turn an idea into reality. There are items from all four suits (a cup, pentacle, wand, and sword) on the table in front of him. Above his head is the mathematical symbol for infinity. He holds a staff to the sky and points to the ground with his other hand. The Magician is using all his natural abilities, and here is the evidence that it works: flowers are blooming all around him.

			
			
Upright
• Turning an idea or dream into reality. Putting talents to work.
• You are committed to a project. You are conscious and aware of your surroundings.
• Natural abilities and personal strength are high.
• A good time to start new projects.

			
			
Reverse
• Not working at your full potential or ignoring your talents when they would be useful.
• Using your talents to take advantage of a person or a situation. Remember that you have a responsibility to others.
• An important opportunity slipped by without notice.

			
		

	
		
			

			The High Priestess—II
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			A woman sits on a throne bathed in blue light. There is a crescent moon on the floor before her and a full moon in her crown. Both are symbols of spirituality. She is wearing a cross on her gown and is holding a half-hidden scroll that says TORA. Both are symbols of organized religion. This is a wise woman. She has knowledge of the world around her, but her special wisdom concerns the inner self. She brings gifts of intuition and creativity.

			
			
Upright
• Let your intuition guide you. Sometimes logic doesn’t provide all the answers.
• There is mystery in this world—don’t demand concrete answers, or the one right in front of you, all the time.
• If you feel you are stuck in the “same old place” and doing the “same old thing,” try something new. Let go. See where your thoughts take you.

			
			
Reverse
• Your instincts are not providing good advice.
• You have become too superstitious and are being too cautious in your decisions.
• There may be some manipulation going on (by you or someone else).
• This is a time to step back before you make a decision. There may be more to the story than you see at the moment.

			
		

	
		
			

			The Empress—III
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			This is the classic Earth Mother card. She sits on a throne near a forest; her cloak is decorated with plants and nature is all around her. The Empress brings abundance, productivity, and a good crop (this doesn’t have to be taken literally). This card can mean mothers and mothering but, again, this doesn’t have to be taken literally. This is nature and nurturing at its best.

			
			
Upright
• You are in a very productive period.
• You are enjoying a relaxed and comfortable environment. All your basic needs are met.
• You feel healthy, strong, and connected to nature and the earth.

			
			
Reverse
• The promised bounty isn’t coming.
• There may be troubles at home.
• New ideas just aren’t coming, and you feel like you’ve hit a creative roadblock.

			
		

	
		
			

			The Emperor—IV
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			White hair and beard, throne, crown, armor, staff—there’s no denying this is a ruler. This man is in charge and he knows it. He is carrying an Egyptian ankh in one hand (signifying one’s spirit and immortality) and a globe (suggesting he has control of the world around him) in the other. This is a leader, an authority figure, who uses logic to solve problems and assist others.

			Just because it is a man sitting on this throne, don’t assume that it is only a man who can hold all this power. (This is true of all the cards in this tarot deck.) Focus on the meaning of the cards and not the gender of the character.

			
			
Upright
• Maintaining order and staying calm, even when in the midst of chaos.
• Logic, clear thinking, and rational thought are needed.
• Providing guidance and leadership.

			
			
Reverse
• Someone is not using her authority responsibly.
• Unwise decisions are being made.
• Being overemotional can make decisions difficult. 

			
		

	
		
			

			The Hierophant—V
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			This card is also known as the Pope. There is a lot of Catholic Church imagery on this card—the staff the figure is carrying, the crossed keys at the bottom, and the two priests he is blessing. The important thing is what they represent. “Hierophant” means “revealer of secret things” and symbolizes conventional wisdom and learning. The card speaks of the greater good of the community, not personal gain.

			
Upright
• An emphasis on schooling and education.
• Finding strength in a group or community.
• Seeking knowledge and understanding in an institution or conventional wisdom.

			
Reverse
• Finding your own path in nontraditional ways—learning doesn’t come only from textbooks.
• Possibly a hasty decision was made for personal gain.
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THE FOOL .
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