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      "Yes!" Kiera squeals as she throws her arms around my neck. "I love you so much, Joshy! You're the best!"

      I can't hold back the goofy grin that breaks over my face as I hold my best friend in my arms and stroke my hands over her hair as I tell her, "I love you too, Kiera."

      God, if she only knew just how true those words are.

      I'm completely in love with her.

      Of course, Kiera thinks I just mean them in that platonic, best-friend way like she does. We tell each other we love each other all the time. The only difference between how we say it is that I know Kiera means it in that playful best-friend way, whereas I mean it with every fiber of my being.

      I've loved Kiera since the first day I saw her on the playground wearing a little yellow dress. She looked like a little ray of sunshine with her yellow dress and blond hair and big eyes that rivaled the blue of the sky.

      I agreed to take her to this New Year's Eve bash she wants to go to. Not only am I her college roommate, but I'm her go-to tag-a-long when she wants to go somewhere but doesn't want to go alone.

      I both love and hate it. I love going everywhere with her, but I hate that it's because she sees me as nothing more than a friend to hang out with. I want her to feel safe with me, but I also don't like that she's dubbed me as completely safe like I'm one of those guy friends she doesn't have to worry about trying to get into her pants.

      Especially when I'd love nothing more than to get into her pants.

      When she comes out of her room, I swallow hard when I see what she's wearing.

      Yellow. She's wearing a long-sleeved little yellow dress that flares out mid-thigh. She's got her long, curly hair up in a fancy updo, exposing the long expanse of her back that the dress shows with its low dip.

      She looks just as pretty as she did that day when I first saw her on the playground, only now she's all grown up.

      "Wow, you look beautiful, Kiera," I breathe out.

      She gives me a dazzling smile as her eyes rake up and down me. "You don't look so bad yourself, Joshy."

      Joshy. It's her pet name for me, and it's another one of those things I love yet hate. I love it because it shows how comfortable she is with me, yet I hate it too because it shows how she thinks of me as a totally safe friend.

      Yeah, I'm firmly in the friend zone.

      I think about going over there to her, wrapping my arm around her waist, and pulling her flush against me while staring deep into her eyes. Would her breath catch, or would she laugh and assume I was joking with her?

      Probably the latter.

      "You ready?" she asks me.

      "Yeah," I tell her.

      I've thought about what I plan on doing tonight all day, and while I'm nervous as hell, I can't keep going on this way.

      One way or the other, I'm getting out of the friend zone tonight.

      I have to tell Kiera how I really feel.

      Chapter 2

      Kiera is one year younger than me. At just twenty, she's not legally old enough to drink yet, so I never drink when we go out either.

      "Please, Joshy! I'm almost twenty-one, so no one will ever know." She pleads with me for a glass of champagne, and I've never been able to say no to her.

      That's why I come back carrying two flutes of champagne in my hands. "Just one," I caution her. She's never drank before, and I don't want her getting so tipsy she won't remember what happens tonight.

      I want her sober and lucid for what I have planned.

      Kiera sips the champagne, moaning deep in the back of her throat as she does so. "It's got a bite to it, but it's really good." She beams up at me.

      I propose a toast. "To us."

      Kiera giggles and clinks her glass against mine, no doubt seeing my toast as another silly best friend thing. "To us!" she toasts back.

      I never take my eyes off her as I sip my champagne. She's so fucking beautiful. I could stare at her all day. In fact, I do most days.

      "Let's dance!" Kiera announces after a few more sips.

      I'm not much of a dancer, but I've danced with Kiera plenty of times. Mostly ridiculous things where she jumps up and down in the air and I halfheartedly move with her.

      When she grabs my hand and pulls me onto the dance floor this time, though, it's different.

      Kiera turns her body so that her back is facing me and begins to sway sensuously with the beat. She wraps her hand around my neck and moves against me, and I'm helpless to do anything but wrap my arm around her waist and pull her back against me.

      Now, this kind of dancing I like.

      Our bodies are moving together like we're having sex on the dance floor, and there's no way in hell she can't feel my hard-on pressing up against her ass. I'm making no move to try to hide it because there's no use anyway. The fucker is not going down with Kiera's sweet little body practically giving it a standing lap dance like this.

      I'll be lucky if I don’t come all in my pants with her gyrating her hips against me like this.

      I don't know if it's the champagne going to her head and making her looser or what, but I'm not going to question my good fortune.

      There's nothing like the feeling of having Kiera in my arms like this. Like we're more than just friends. Like we're a boyfriend and girlfriend on a date.

      And when the clock starts ticking down to midnight, the music is still pulsing around us.

      When the countdown reaches ten, I turn Kiera in my arms.

      She tilts her head back to look up at me. Her pretty little face is flushed, her eyes sparkling. Some of her hair has fallen loose and curls around her cheeks and face.

      I place my hand on the side of her neck and swallow as I gaze down at her beauty, mustering up all the nerve in me.

      What I do next will either bring us closer together or break our friendship forever.

      Three, two, one!

      The crowd screams the final countdown, and before I can talk myself out of it, I crash my lips down onto my best friend's.

      She goes completely still in my arms, but I'm already in too deep now. I press my tongue against the seam of her lips, bidding her to open for me.

      She gasps, and I take full advantage of the slight parting of her lips.

      I push inside and motherfucking hell.

      She tastes as sweet as the honeysuckle we used to eat straight off the bushes behind the playground.

      I kiss her deeply, insistently, like a man starving—and I am. I've been starving my whole life for her.

      Kiera. My best friend. My love. My life.

      She finally relaxes against me, melting up into me. I feel the slightest brush of her tongue against mine. She's so tentative, but she's kissing me back, and my chest swells in victory as I crush her close to my chest.

      Mine. The word crashes through me so strongly it's all I can do not to take her right here and now on this crowded dance floor.

      When I finally pull back from her, both of our chests are heaving. Kiera's lips are swollen pink from my kisses, and fuck if that doesn't make my cock even harder.

      I'm about to burst through my zipper. I'm so hard-up for her. It doesn't matter how many times I've jacked off thinking about her. Nothing compares to the sensation of her little lips kissing me back. All my wildest fantasies couldn't do it justice.

      "Josh," she whispers my name, her voice trembling.

      Not Joshy. Josh.

      I cup her cheek with my hand. "Fuck, you have no idea how long I've wanted to do that."

      She's looking up at me with wide eyes, her lips slightly parted. "You have?" she asks, stunned.

      I let out an incredulous chuckle. "Yeah," I tell her simply as I lick my lips, still tasting her on them.

      Her eyes follow the movement of my tongue, her cheeks flushing.

      She pulls away from me slightly and puts a hand up to her forehead like she's feeling faint or something. "But Josh, you're my best friend."

      I feel my chest squeeze with panic. No! I can't let her overthink this and shut me down. Not now. Not after I've tasted her.
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