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 On Top of The Pile￼[image: Bookicon.jpeg]
 
In 2009 I dreamed about creating an eBook. Now it is not simply possible, but simple! 
Soon after that I found one of the greatest websites and its founder, Mark Coker, Smashwords, who forged a way forward for Indie authors. 
Thank you Mark! 
Today, the publishing Industry has opened wide to facilitate Indie publishers like you and me, authors who have a burning desire to see the world reading our stories in digital and print format. 
In this handy little booklet, you are sure to find at least one publisher who will fit your needs, whether you want an ebook available to your readers, or to hold your first 'baby' title in your hands, with access to Amazon and the world!
If you have any other questions not covered in this volume, please contact me. 
The journey may take a while, but like all great adventures, the final goal is well worth the effort and energy you put in. 
Yours
Marie Seltenrych
Runaway Princesses Books Australia_ 
Email: Runawayprincesses@outlook.com
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Draft2Digital
 
Draft2Digital has jumped into first place for me. I check my reports and books almost every day. It far outshines any other online publishing company for Indie authors. 
I have worked through over the years (2009 - 2023) and it stands as a beacon for authors. 
 
It stands for self-publishing with support. I can assure you that the support and help is like a bottomless cup of coffee_ Professional, prompt and generous to a fault, this company will literally change the world for authors and writers who want to have a go at being an author for the first or hundredth time. 
 

Services: 
 
Their service begins at the start and takes you right to the end game of publishing_
Format_ formatting tools with free templates to enjoy yourself. 
Publish_ working with all major online publishers.
Promote - Universal link to many stores. One link for all stores. 
Partners: Findaway voices  - Books2Read - Written Word Media - 
Author Advocates: ALLi - Reedsy - Amazon - Apple - Barnes & Noble - Kobo - Scribd - Smashwords - Tolino = OverDrive - bibliotheca - Baker & Taylor - Borrowbox - Hoople - 
Vivlio - Palace Marketplace - Odilo - Gardners 
Changes to digital editions are free. 
Changes take a few days to complete and you can see the date on the top left hand corner Live in 5 Days on small strip 
Everything can be seen at one glance_￼[image: Screen Shot 2023-10-21 at 22.58.53.png] 
 
Their services are free with the exception of “Change tokens” which need to be purchased if you have to make changes to print books. Example below:  You may need to wait for the next free change but if you urgently need changes to print book, you can purchase the tokens for $25 each.￼[image: Screen Shot 2023-10-21 at 23.01.24.png]
 Audiobooks
If you cannot afford to hire a professional audiobook human being, there is a second option for audiobook production through Apple, digitally narrated. I have had the opportunity to choose and produce 3 audiobooks using male and female voices that do sound amazing. 
This is an option that I have not seen elsewhere and is a great advantage for the Indie author. 
The cost for the digitally narrated book is free. You set the price for the sale. 

Print Books
You need a page count of 64 to print your book. 
I have purchased a number of printed books, which are of a fine quality and lovely to give as gifts or to keep in your library. Purchase price is very low_ 
This is a sample of Author price for one of my books: ￼[image: Screen Shot 2023-10-21 at 23.13.21.png]
Presently however, there are no options for colored printed books_ 
This may change in the future but there is no date set for this process to happen. So, if you have children’s picture books perhaps turn them into a coloring book for their pleasure?  Or stick to Black and white pictures for now_ 
https://draft2digital.com/
 

Reedsy
 
I am impressed with this online publishing company. 
Lately I have been formatting some of my manuscripts directly on their website. 
https://reedsy.com/about 
Martin Reedsy (Blog editor @ Reedsy):  
Connecting authors with the industry's best editors, designers, and book marketers
Not only can authors write their stories on this website, Indies can also find expert help for those difficult tasks like editing. 
Get on Reedsy’s email listing for all the information that arises. 
Martin is helpful and full of ideas to help authors in every way known to man and woman. 
Reedsy is constantly upgrading its website facilities and provide free supporting videos that are of superior help to Indie authors. 
There are also great blogs online regarding all aspects of publishing.
Reedsy also connects with expert videos in the field of publishing on such topics as “First Line Frenzy” to get our first line into power mode. 
And, “Do’s and don’ts for Indie Authors in 2020” 
Offering a host of helpful tools to get you started and even inspired with your own creation. Everything you see is free. 
If you require expert help then you are encouraged to request up to 5 quotes from experts in their field. 
The final decisions are yours and I can say this, there is no hustling done and it is truly a paradise for authors to explore freely. 
I adore their Home Page with its clean lines and simply explained focus. 
 

Lulu
 
Founded in 2002 by CEO Bob Young, Lulu was my first online Publisher in 2003. 
I applaud Bob Young and Lulu for its ingenuity, giving millions of authors the golden opportunity to publish their manuscripts, to hold a book in our sweaty little claws!
Log onto Lulu. Become a member. 
Create A Print Book. Cost $'0' if you wish. 
(You can purchase publishing packages at Lulu.)
Once your account is set up, begin your publishing journey.
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