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“Stuff your eyes with wonder, live as if
you’d drop dead in ten seconds. See the world. It’s more fantastic
than any dream made or paid for in factories.” – Ray
Bradbury
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Chapter 1: A long time ago in a
galaxy far, far away….

 


I was 10 years old when I saw the words: “A
long time ago in a galaxy far, far away…” move across the big
silver screen, with John Williams’ epic and poignant music blasting
in the background. At that moment, something happened within me,
but like most people I wasn’t sure what it was. My brothers and I
had all of the Star Wars cards, comic books, records, and
even those flashlight-sabers. Our neighbor on the other hand had
all of the Star Wars toys.

You are probably one of those people, which
is why you decided to download this e-book. You saw the title and
thought, “What don’t I know about Star Wars?” Some of you
may even be thinking, “I know everything about Star Wars!
Who is this guy to tell me anything new?” Well, you may know all of
the facts about Star Wars, but do you know why you are
interested in it, or perhaps even a little obsessed?

Okay, maybe you’re not obsessed, or maybe you
are, but nonetheless you’re at least a little curious as to what it
is about Star Wars that draws you in, and many others too.
My intention is to shed some light on that for you, and then you
can do with the information what you will. With knowing the “why”
behind things, the answers can lead us down new rabbit holes of
thought, research, and perhaps your own personal projects, which
you may not have pursued had you simply remained in the fascination
with the Star Wars realm (or any interest for that
matter).

That’s where this e-book comes in; so hold
onto your light saber, because this may be a wild ride for you!
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Chapter 2: The Rebels vs. The
Empire

 


Although the actual Star Wars Saga may
be a work of fiction, it consists of archetypal characters and
struggles, according to the extensive research of people like
Joseph Campbell.

Luke Skywalker, for example, represents the
fool—the naïve and ignorant youth who finds himself thrown into
this adventure called life. This character can also be known as the
reluctant hero who must save the day. No offense, but you are
playing the role of the fool right now, just like Luke. You will
find yourself exposed to new ideas, which may challenge your
current belief structure, and you will have to figure out what to
do with them—will you reject them, resist and fight them, or
assimilate them? If you decide to assimilate them, then you may
come up against some resistance from others who haven’t or
won’t.

Obi-wan Kenobi and Yoda are the wise old
masters who show up in our lives in the form of parents, teachers,
guides, or strangers. They actually don’t have to be old or even
older than we are. They could be our own siblings, friends,
neighbors, or even the events in our lives. Sometimes we may not
even view someone who teaches us the most as a teacher at all. In
fact, we may not even like them. It could be a chance encounter, or
someone who “gets on our nerves.” These people can teach us
such things as patience, acceptance, and forgiveness, or may even
hold up a mirror for us so that we can actually see ourselves
accurately. It’s often difficult to see ourselves as we truly are,
or how we come across to the world. Our egos do an excellent job of
buffering us from reality.

Darth Vader represents that scary part of
ourselves from which we try to separate, but which we ultimately
need to accept—“The sins of our fathers so to speak”—our
genetics and the repressed emotions never fully experienced and
expressed because society tends to frown upon them as unacceptable
behavior. In ancient times, perhaps emotions would scare away
dinner or even attract the attention of hungry predators! Or
perhaps they simply reminded others of their own emotional pain,
and the mind does not know the difference between emotional and
physical pain.

Whatever the reason, if emotions are not
dealt with and processed in a healthy way and in a safe
environment, then they can twist and morph and manifest in
abhorrent ways. In Star Wars, this is referred to as
“going to the dark side” as what happened with Anakin
Skywalker and Senator Palpatine.

The Emperor embodies this dark side, which
our society tends to label as “evil.” With the label evil, however,
there is no chance at redemption. Although I believe that evil is
not a real thing, it is very real in the minds of many people. What
we call evil is really fear and emotional pain twisted, warped, and
turned outward in the form of control, greed, power, and a number
of other destructive behaviors. All of us are familiar with the
seven deadly sins: greed, pride, wrath, envy, sloth, lust, and
gluttony. All of these are a result of fear, which stems from the
belief in separation combined with a perceived scary universe and
stuffed emotional pain. Albert Einstein said, “The most
important question to ask ourselves is: “Is the universe a friendly
place?” Because how we answer it determines our behavior.

This fear can prey on the fear of large
groups of people and even entire nations, which is demonstrated by
The Empire in Star Wars. There have been empires throughout
Earth’s history, which have attempted to dominate other nations
through imperialism, such as the Greek and Roman Empires and more
recently the British Empire—“The Sun never set on the British
Empire.” Although the American colonies rebelled against the
British Empire, obtained their independence, and implemented
democracy, The United States of America has been in perpetual war
over land, resources, and political-economic control ever since.
“The Dark Side” is alive and well today when dealing with so
much money and power, but there always exists both sides. Again,
there is no evil, only fear and the actions that stem from it.

We must not take our democracy for granted.
We must be diligent with staying informed and holding our
representatives accountable for their actions. In his Gettysburg
Address, President Abraham Lincoln said that we have a “…government
of the people, by the people, for the people.” So as we elect
representatives to serve the public’s greater good, this does not
mean that our job is done when we walk out of the voting booth on
election day. It is more important today than ever to be vigilant
with our oversight. At the close of the Constitutional Convention
when Benjamin Franklin walked out onto the front steps of
Independence Hall he was asked, “Well, Doctor, what have we got, a
republic or a monarchy?” With no hesitation whatsoever, Franklin
responded, “A republic, if you can keep it.”

While The Empire’s goal was power and control
over other planets, today it is power and control over other
nations, for their resources and currencies. For the most part, it
comes down to energy. Ancient people used animals for energy, the
Egyptians and Romans used slaves, and The Spanish and British
Empires supplemented slaves with wind energy to power their ships,
which allowed them to rule the seas and reach other lands for
colonization. Slaves and wind energy gave way to coal and steam
power, which led to the steal and railroad industries.

This paved the way for the Industrial
Revolution and ultimately oil became the new world energy, which is
why the U.S. pinned its dollar to oil to create the petrodollar.
Atomic power also came about, but we are at a point when we need a
green revolution for both environmental and economic reasons. Many
countries, including the U.S., are leading the way to cleaner and
more efficient energy sources.

The Stormtroopers are clones created for war,
just as our children are raised in a war-based economy and
educational system—namely extensive military budgets and our modern
educational system being modeled after the Prussian military
academies. “Sit in a row, shut up, and don’t talk unless called
upon.” This system teaches children to conform and prepare for
jobs and the military. Now with the idea of terrorism, the threat
is constant and therefore the military industrial complex has
become just like the clone army—created for a perceived threat.

We may not have clone soldiers (yet) but we
do have a drone army. The drones don’t make conscious decisions
like the clones, but their operators do—operators who were both
raised in the Prussian military system as well as brought up on
video games designed to hone the skills of “search and
destroy.” Drone-killing has become cold and ambivalent to the
point that the operators label the kills as “bug splats,”
after which they get up from their cubicles and walk down the hall
for a cup of coffee or lunch break, as covered in the 5 DVD
documentary series Counter-intelligence.

Fortunately, there are other forms of
teaching such as home-schooling, Montessori, Waldorf, trade
schools, and even self-education via books and the Internet, if the
drive to do so is there. There are also alternative video games
such as the Wii for exercise, as well as other games such as
SimCity for planning societies—not all of them are violent
by any means, but many are. We need to control this base hunter
instinct to kill lest it psychologically gets the better of us.

This leads me to why I believe that light
sabers are so popular, aside from being “cool.” Even though
Star Wars represents a very technologically advanced
civilization, with laser weapons being commonly used, the Jedis
still fight by way of hand-to-hand combat. This is an important
point to keep in mind. There used to be a chivalry to war, if we
can in fact call war chivalrous, in that you had to see whom you
were killing. Gradually, killing became more and more dehumanized
with inventions like spears, arrows, catapults, guns, cannons,
guerilla warfare, mines, tanks, missiles, bombs, and now drones.
Even robots are being used and developed for combat. Visions of
Star Wars I: The Phantom Menace and Jim Cameron’s
Terminator come to mind. Even the meat that we eat is killed
somewhere else and shows up as attractively presented meals,
sandwiches, and hamburgers. Would we eat meat if we had to kill it
ourselves? Would world leaders wage war if they were the ones
fighting?

According to Robert Steele, Earth
Intelligence Network and Founder, “Counter-intelligence shines
sunlight into the darkest crevices of empire run amok. The film
vividly exposes a monstrous and unconstitutional “deep state” in
which multiple competing chains of command, all but one illegal,
hijack government capabilities and taxpayer funds to commit crimes
against humanity in our name. Anyone who cares about democracy,
good government, and the future will want to watch all five
segments of this remarkable film.”

The Death Star symbolizes weapons of mass
destruction, but fortunately these are seldom used as a threat to
comply. The first and only time nuclear weapons were used in modern
history was by The United States against Japan during World War II,
and the arms race with Russia followed for decades thereafter. Just
as with destroying the Death Star, there has been an effort to
decommission all nuclear weapons and prevent other nations from
creating them.

The Cold War was still going strong when the
first Star Wars movie A New Hope was released in
1977. This would help account for the movie’s success since people
could relate to The Empire due to The Soviet Evil Empire, as
President Reagan later called it. Fortunately, the Cold War ended
and the Berlin Wall came down in 1989. My brother, Dan, was
actually in Berlin at the time as people were running toward the
wall to tear it down. He actually possesses concrete chunks from it
to this day.

The rebels are those of us who are resisting
this mindset of killing, war, money, power, and greed over all
else—namely the health of the environment and humanity.

Han Solo represents the swash-buckling lone
ranger or lone wolf just out to make a “buck,” who only
cares about his own self-interests (even his name means
“alone”). Unlike The Empire, he is simply an individual
pursuing the free enterprise and capitalist ideal. Unfortunately,
this selfish mindset, in which it is every man for himself or
herself won’t solve the world’s problems or keep us from destroying
ourselves. We need to work together as one team on one planet.

“United we stand, divided we fall.”
Cooperation vs. competition. Han Solo is the average guy who does
come around to join the rebel cause, which all of us need to do to
protect the planet and humanity from greed and control. This will
only happen through a balance of our emotional energies—both our
male and female energies—yin and yang as the Chinese call it.

Princess Leia represents this female
energy—the hero’s twin, which converts Han Solo to a Han
“Duo.” Lea represents the divine feminine. Han, the divine
masculine, didn’t realize that anything was missing until he
discovered her.

There is an old adage, “If we want to heal
the planet, then first we need to heal ourselves.”
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