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This is a compilation I have been wanting to
do for a long time. Over the past decade I have written and
produced two films on the battle of Gettysburg and am producing my
third and final one, Gettysburg: Final Measure of Devotion,
this year.

 


During all that time in doing my research I
have complied volumes of first person accounts, letters, diaries
and dispatches that have helped me support the narrative and the
stories I wanted to illustrate.

 


First person accounts are the living link we
have to what occurred at Gettysburg. And although some of the
accounts may be less than accurate due to the various authors
seeing only their narrow view of the conflict and having limited
information – they still bring to life the battle in a deeply
personal way.

 


And I wanted to give that history a voice
uncluttered by modern interpretation. There is, of course, great
value in the modern view of the battle and I highly recommend the
epic history effort by my good friend, Allen Guelzo, Gettysburg:
The Last Invasion, releasing this month. (May, 2013) Do not
delay in buying a copy. But to gain a sense of the chaos and
uncertainty in the moment at Gettysburg in 1863 you have to return
to the words of the soldiers who were there.

 


You could call this an immersive type of
history as I have woven the first hand accounts together so that
they unfold in a linear way. As you read hopefully you will
discover the battle wrapping around you with all the intense
emotion, fear and uncertainty on both sides. A Union victory was
far from a foregone conclusion at Gettysburg and these words from
two centuries ago bring you closer to that history and those times.
Now travel back with me to a divided America and the gravely
uncertain days of May, 1863.

 


-Robert Child

 



 


Prelude

 _______________________

 


 


It is late May, 1863 and Confederate
President, Jefferson Davis has called a war council at the White
House of the Confederacy in Richmond.
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Jefferson Davis: In the third week of
May I convened my cabinet along with my Commander of the Army of
Northern Virginia, General Lee to weigh matters of the gravest
concern. Numerous letters and telegrams had been received from
Governor Peters of Mississippi which I read aloud to the council.
General Grant was threatening our citadel at Vicksburg and there
was much need for reinforcements from our Army of Virginia to be
sent to General Johnson's aid. I had much personal concern as my
plantation at Briarfield was only a few miles south of the
city.

 


While discussing how we should implement our
strategy matters

took a grievous turn for the worse. Word
arrived that General Johnson had already withdrawn without a fight
leaving General Pemberton’s army to fight Grant alone and Vicksburg
virtually unprotected! Something had to be done decisively but many
members expressed that Vicksburg may already be lost and that we
should strengthen the defense of Richmond collect supplies for a
six month siege and at the proper time dispatch 30,000 of General
Lee's troops to Vicksburg

 


General Lee expressed serious doubt of
sending troops from Virginia to the western theater. He expressed
that if he were required to send a portion of his army west he
would also be compelled to act upon the defense of Virginia. Once
his army was pinned up in the Richmond defenses, he believed,
defeat would be inevitable. He went on to lay out his case for
keeping the Army of Northern Virginia intact and using it to take
the war into Pennsylvania.[image: tmp_64fef6f7072eafbd8da740844238b074_R01mjq_html_7f31a027.jpg]

 


In his quiet earnest way he discussed how
his men were suffering from dwindling supplies in war-worn
Virginia. Moving the war northward would open up new sources of
supply for the army and make the Northern population feel the
effects of war. Finally he urged that the best way to protect
Vicksburg was to cut the main supply route to the west at
Harrisburg and put Washington, Philadelphia and Baltimore in danger
and thus cause the withdrawal of Grant's army for their
defense.

 


General Lee recommended drawing the Army of
the Potomac out into the open and winning a decisive battle over
them on Northern soil which would hopefully bring peace.
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George G. Meade, Maj. General U.S.
Army. Early on the morning of June 28th I had
received orders that placed me in command of the Amy of the
Potomac.

 


GENERAL ORDERS, } WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT.
GEN.'S OFFICE

No.194

Washington, June 27, 1863.

By Direction of the President, Maj. Gen.
Joseph Hooker is relieved

from command of the Army of the Potomac, and
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade is appointed to the command of that army,
and of the troops temporarily assigned to duty with it.

By order of the Secretary of War:

E. D. TOWNSEND,

Assistant Adjutant-General
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As I was preparing my announcement for the
detachment General Reynolds rode up. General Reynolds expressed,
‘the command has fallen where it should; if it had come to him as
an order he would have had to obey it but was glad that it did
not.’ I was encouraged by John's gesture, he assured me that in his
opinion the right commander was chosen to lead. He also revealed
that he had turned down command of the Army of the Potomac earlier
in the month but he pledged to give me his total
support.

 


Meade addresses his men:

 


Gentlemen, by direction of the President of
the United States, I hereby assume command of the Army of the
Potomac. As a soldier, I am obeying this order. It is totally
unexpected and unsolicited. I have no promises or pledges to make.
The country looks to this Army to relieve it from the devastation
and disgrace of a hostile invasion. Whatever fatigues and
sacrifices we may be called upon to
undergo, let us have in view constantly the magnitude of the
interests involved, and let each man determine to do his duty,
leaving to an all-controlling Providence the decision of the
oncoming contest. And I rely upon the hearty support of my
companions in arms to assist me in the discharge of the important
trust which has been confided in me.

 



Chapter 1


_______________________
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General John Buford: General
Pleasanton, my extreme left reports a large force coming from
Fairfield, in a direction to strike the Emmitsburg Road this side
of Marsh Creek. Col. Gamble has just sent word that General Lee
himself has signed a pass for a citizen this morning at
Chambersburg. The troops that are coming here were the same I found
early this morning at Millersburg or Fairfield. General Reynolds
has been advised of all I know. I am very respectably your obedient
servant, J.N.O. Buford.

 


Marcellus E. Jones, 8th Illinois
Cavalry: A little after 7 o'clock,

the enemy's advance - composed of Archer's
Tennessee brigade,

followed by Davis' and Brockenborough's
brigades - appeared in sight on the hill west of Marsh Creek a mile
or so away. Upon sighting our picket post, they deployed
skirmishers on either side of the road with the precision of
veterans marching steadily down the pike to the stone bridge over
Marsh Creek. I had sent the horses and 14 of the men to the
rear.

 


 


The enemy crossing the bridge, firing began
along both lines, our

pickets fell back slowly until the reserve
came up, when they too dismounted sending horses to the rear, and
here let me say if ever men fought with desperation, it was that
morning. Giving the order to take advantage of every stone, stump,
tree and fence, we stubbornly resisted the enemy's advance. The
veterans of Lee were soon assured they were not
contending with inexperienced militia.
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Lieutenant General
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