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The sun blazed like a giant golden lamp over the wide meadow. Heat shimmered above the grass, bending the air. Mia’s green scarf fluttered as she waddled toward the pond. Toby rested on a warm rock, his gray shell gleaming. Lily’s yellow hat bobbed with each hop, while Finn’s blue vest caught the bright light.

They stopped at the pond’s edge, staring at the shrinking water. The edges curled inward, leaving damp rings in the soil. A heavy worry settled in their chests as they watched, each imagining the frogs and fish struggling without enough water to swim.

The pond’s surface rippled weakly, its shine dull under the sweltering sky. Muddy patches peeked through where water had once been deep. “The frogs and fish need more water,” Lily said, her voice trembling.

Finn leaned closer, sniffing the dry air. He heard the brittle crack of reeds rubbing together in the heat. Toby stayed still, watching the sluggish waves. The friends stood shoulder to shoulder, feeling the sun press down. Their eyes searched for ideas, but the hot air seemed to slow their thoughts. Still, they knew they had to help.

Toby slid into the shallow water, his shell glistening in the harsh light. “It’s too warm,” he said, splashing gently. Mia stepped forward and dipped her beak, tasting the warm, dusty water.

The smell of dry earth filled the air, sharp and heavy. Lily crouched at the edge, her yellow hat casting a small


















[image: ]


















[image: ]



d2d_images/cover.jpg
V The Great
| Pond Rescue






d2d_images/image001.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





