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Chapter 1 From Power Plant to Biodome

A group of scientists and engineers left Earth to start a colony on Mars. They had just enough materials in the spaceship to set up a power plant and one biodome. Once they arrived on the planet they built both items. Then they had to work on the atmosphere, magnetosphere, and set up growing plants with plenty of water to help increase the oxygen content.

It was a lot of work. Herbert Mineur was one of the scientists. He was a biologist who knew what humans and their food supply would need. He was the head of the terraforming project. There weren’t many people in that first group of colonists, so he helped out setting up both the biodome and the power plant.

Jain Holden was an engineer in the group. It didn’t take her long to see what a curmudgeon Herbert was. At least he helped out before his real job officially started yet.

Her job was to make sure both the biodome and the power plant worked well. The biodome would be needed before Mars was completely terraformed and then could be disassembled and the materials used for other projects, such as small houses for the first colonists.

The biodome had several airlocks. It also was divided into small bedrooms, a bathroom, and a kitchen/mess hall for the colonists. It was small as far as living space went, but it was adequate for the small group.

It took the colonists some time to travel to Mars. In fact it was half year Earth time before they arrived. You can’t imagine how relieved they were to be back on a planet. Weightlessness isn’t a picnic. Ever had to live without gravity? We could ask Herbert. I’m sure he’d tell us exactly how bad it is.

Unfortunately, we cannot locate him. His sons haven’t seen him since his wife died. But that is another story.

Jain Holden said it was novel at first, but soon it was boring and somewhat annoying. “Sometimes floating is wonderful. But mostly you have to hold on to something or else it can be a nightmare bumping into other people when you don’t mean to. Eating is completely different. Straws are essential.”

Not to mention you have to keep exercising or your bones can go soft. Mars doesn’t have the gravity that Earth does, so it could be a problem.

“Sometimes I was so busy with my work on the ship that I didn’t have time to go to the gym. Even after we were on Mars, I didn’t always have time for the gym, which was still on the ship. At least Herbert didn’t give me a hard time when I’d forget or just be too plain tired to work out.

“It was sad to hear about his wife. They were so happy together. I don’t think he’s disappeared. I mean how can you do that on Mars? No one has found his body, so he must still be alive. Somewhere. I think he may just be hiding while he mourns the loss of his wife. Otherwise, we would have found him long before now. We can check the entire surface of the planet. We also know his biosignature.”

Amazing. I don’t know how he could have disappeared either. I’ve checked the archives and there’s no indication of where he could have gone.

Jain had one last comment for us. “I miss working with the curmudgeon. He was a hard worker. He wasn’t always pleasant to be around, but he was there whenever we needed him.”

The power plant was built to utilize solar energy. Many people thought it wouldn’t work because Mars is farther away from the sun than Earth is. Not so. We get plenty of energy from the sun. Some people still complain that it isn’t enough for their needs, but no one has allowed them to use more. Those people, oddly enough, haven’t been convincing when they explain what they need the extra energy for.

These first colonists were brave and hard working. They set up the Martian colony for many of us who came here later on.

Reporter’s note: After interviewing Jain Holden, I found out she is now missing. They did a thorough search for her as they did for Herbert. There’s no telling where either one is now. In the meantime we will honor them for their hard work and sacrifice to help build the colony of Mars for Earth.


Chapter 2 Interlude

Jain was sitting in her room in the biodome checking her numbers. The power plant was working well. So far, it was creating more energy than they needed for the colony. She knew it would change once more people came to live on Mars. She wanted to believe Herbert’s optimism that the solar would be enough energy for everyone who wanted to live on Mars.

That is as long and no one tried to use the electricity for heating or cooling. Those were just a waste of energy. There were other more efficient ways to do those things.

Herbert’s project had begun and it was taking some time, but so far the magnetosphere and atmosphere were both improving. They were even getting water to collect in places. In one particular place within walking distance of the power plant was a wide river. The biodome was next to the power plant.

Jain had no warning. Too busy was she with her math to notice the water droplets forming on the ground towards her. The droplets formed a puddle. Still she didn’t notice. Then the puddle formed into a man with red hair and blue skin. He only wore a pair of red microshorts.

He looked her over and smiled. “Where are you from, fair creature?” His voice was melodic.

She jumped and stared at him with wide eyes. “Who are you and how did you get in here?”

“Oh, I am Theo. I’m just a water nymph who lives here nearby. And you are?”

“I’m Jain, an engineer from Earth to help colonize Mars.”

“Mars! Is that what you call this planet? Interesting…Ah! that must be why this building and the other one are here now.”

“Yes, the other founding colonists and I built the buildings and we’ve been improving the planet so humans can live here.”

“You’re helping us water nymphs out as well.”

“Water nymphs?”

“Yes, I’m sure you noticed the difference in skin color.”

She nodded.

“Doing anything later, once your work is finished?”

“What? Are you asking me out on a date?”

“Sure, why not? Might as well be on good terms with our new neighbors. What do you say?”

“Okay. I’ll be ready at sundown.”
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