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        When Florencia shows up in Tess’ witchy bookstore with the grand claim that she doesn’t like reading, the challenge is on. As an avid reader, Tess makes it her mission to find a book that Florencia will fall in love with, not realising that she herself is falling in love too.
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        Book Store Witch is a story  in the Cobblestone Coven series and it’s a standalone sapphic romance between two witches who love books and reading. This cozy fantasy is set in a magical world with talking animals and lots of light-hearted banter.
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      All of the book titles and authors mentioned in this story are made-up and all resemblance to real books is coincidental. It's just me having fun by coming up with book titles and stories.
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      I dragged my wand through the tape on the newly arrived box of books. Somewhere, the deities who granted me my magic were crying because of my careless actions, but I was too impatient and too excited.

      New books!

      The cardboard box released the smell of paper and fresh ink and it made me giddy. These weren't just new books, these were new spell books. And I knew exactly where I was going to put those because I'd freed up a premium shelf for them in my book shop.

      I did a quick quality check because the printer for these tomes wasn't the most reliable. And it was an excuse to have a little snoop because I did enjoy seeing what spells and deities worked well for other witches.

      The spellbook was divided into multiple sections, with a chapter solely dedicated to levitation spells, familiar summoning, and plenty more that anyone looking to get into witchcraft would find immensely useful.

      No doubt, these were going to fly off the shelves.

      "Tess? Did I hear new books?" a voice called from the back.

      I chuckled at Ilse's reaction. I didn't know how, but that woman had a sixth sense for new arrivals.

      "The new spell tomes from Petra Birchwater!" I shouted back.

      Something loud crashed and five seconds later, my assistant practically flung herself onto the front desk. "I've been waiting for those. Petra Birchwater is my idol, and she works with three of my main deities. Her methods are ace."

      Her enthusiasm reminded me why I'd hired her. It was nice to have another bookworm working in my store.

      "Well, we have lots to do, including preparing for the Alma Patron pre-order release, so I don't want to catch you slacking off," I warned her even though she was already flicking through the tome. That was the downside of hiring a bookworm. I often caught Ilse shirking on her duties because a blurb or cover had caught her attention.

      Ilse hummed in agreement despite already being lost in the tome.

      I cleared my throat to get her attention. "The Alma Patron release?"

      "Right!" Ilse clapped the book shut and trapped it under her arm. "I'm on it."

      There was a fifty-fifty chance she would get distracted later, but as long as she cleared space for the next shipment, it didn't matter.

      While I unpacked the boxes, I heard the metal bell above the door go. I looked up briefly, just to have an idea of who had entered my store. A woman who looked a similar age to me, somewhere mid to late twenties, in all dark clothing. I didn't recognise her, but she was likely a Cobblestones' local.

      She looked a bit confused and uncomfortable, unlike some of my regulars who could dash to the new releases with their eyes closed.

      I decided to give the newcomer a bit of time to browse before I approached her. While it was tempting to go over to her right away, I'd learned over the years it was better to let people do their thing.

      After all, reading was exploration.

      While I kept an eye on her, I worked my way through the spellbooks for printing errors or damages. Just in case.

      I stopped when the customer arrived at the counter with a singular book in her hands and a nervous smile. "Just this, please."

      "Of course." I picked up her book, smiling at her choice. "Dragons Who Devour Swords. That's a good one."

      "My friend recommended it. Well, recommend is a polite way of saying she's been talking about it non-stop for weeks and is strong-arming me into reading it.

      I chuckled. "I know the type."

      "She didn't mention it was this thick. What story takes six hundred pages to complete?"

      "Hah. That's only book one in the trilogy. But I think you'll find yourself going through it faster than you expect. One of the reasons this author is so popular is because they write simply and don't go into too much detail, so it's easy to read."

      "That's something at least."

      "At least your friend has good taste. I absolutely loved this book. I mean, what's not to love? Dragons, action, a princess who secretly becomes a knight."

      "Ooh, tell me more. Maybe I could just write down your comments and present them to my friend like I read it myself," the woman said cheekily.

      I couldn't help but laugh at her reaction. "And deprive you of the joy of reading it and falling in love with this world? Absolutely not."

      "Aww, shame. Worth a try."

      Adorable.

      I scanned the book's barcode and reached for a paper bag. "Do you have a loyalty card?"

      "No, and no offense, but I also don't need one. I don't really like reading so I probably won't be back."

      "No problem. How about signing up for the store's newsletter? You'll get fifteen percent off your purchase if you do."

      The woman gave it some proper thought before nodding. "I guess that would be acceptable."

      I rummaged through the cabinet where we usually kept these forms, but found the designated drawer empty.

      With a sigh, I reached for my wand and aimed it at a cabinet much further away. I'd told Ilse many times that when she printed new forms, she had to bring them closer instead of storing them near the printer but she stubbornly never did.

      "When I count from one to three, come floating towards me," I chanted, activating the magic within me and my wand. It tingled as it responded, and the drawer came floating my way. It was heavy and only just reached the desk, smacking down with a thud when my magic lapsed.

      I riffled through the forms until I found the right one and handed it to the woman in front of me.

      "I just need your name and email address. You'll get a confirmation email, so make sure to click the button that says subscribe," I explained, as always excited to add people to our newsletter list. I wasn't sure if anyone really cared about the news I sent out, but people signed up to the special events and release parties, so something about it seemed to be working.

      The woman leaned down to fill out the form, giving me an opportunity to look at her without her noticing.  Her nose was cute, and she had dark intriguing eyes, and sharp eyebrows with a little silver ring pierced through one of them.

      She pushed the form back. "Okay, all done."

      I scanned her answers to make sure everything was filled out correctly, including double-checking her name.

      "Florencia Morello?" That sounded familiar. "That's a pretty name. Any relation to the Morellos who run the wine bar on Cobblestone Lane?"

      "That's my uncle and aunt's place."

      "Ooh, I see. Small world. I’m Tess, I’m the owner of the store." I folded the form and pushed it into a binder so I could deal with it later. For now, I applied the discount code to her order. "There we go. Card machine is on your right."

      Florencia tapped her phone on it. "Great, thank you."

      "I hope you enjoy the book. There's a sequel coming out soon."

      Florencia chuckled. "Let me get through this one first. It was nice to meet you, Tess."

      I waved, amused by the interaction. It wasn't unusual for people to come in here with outdated or misguided feelings on books and reading. A
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