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About

This book is a summarized and detailed writing of Creational story that is taught in Ethiopian Church. This book outlines the Ethiopian Orthodox Church doctrine of the Six day of creation by including theological and cosmological explanation which are based on the Ethiopian Orthodox biblical records. This book will explores detailed processes of creation with illustrations and diagrams highlighting the roles of the creational elements. 

I wrote this book to briefly highlight the creation processes that is written in the book “The Six day of Creation according to Ethiopian Bible”.  
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The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church which is part of the Alexandrian rite Miaphysite Church  have its origin which goes back to the 4th century A.D. The original foundation of the Church was during the era of Aksumite Empire which flourishes around current day Northern Ethiopia and the Red Sea region. 

The Ethiopian Orthodox church use Ge'ez language as its liturgical language and it have continuity of over 1700 years. The Ge'ez language and script which is one of the oldest surviving language on Earth is still being used to write, record and translate ancient religious text with in Ethiopian Orthodox church. 

The Ethiopian Orthodox church also have a unique liturgical calender which dates back to the Roman Julian times and it’s quite different from the mainstream Gregorian calender which is currently used through out the western world and commonly used in the rest of the world. 
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Additionally there is traditional believe among some Ethiopian Orthodox followers that the original Arc of the Covenant which was handed to moses is kept in the Axum church of our Marry of Zion. 

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Bible is among the most complete version of the Bible containing numerous books which are lost or removed from other Bible versions.

In addition to the core 88 books canonized by the Tewahido church, there are other theological, prayer, commentary and cosmological books contained in Ethiopian Orthodox expanded cannons. Among these expanded Canons includes several scripture not found in KJV, Geneva, or the 1600 Catholic Bible version. Example of such book are.

›  Book of Enoch, Book of Esdras, Book of Division (Jubilee), Book of Clement of Rome, Josiphus Bengeranio (chronicles of Jews)...etc

›  Theological books , Haymanote Abew or "Religion of the elders", Metsafe abew or "Elders scroll", tenets haymanot or "Origin of Religion".

›  Writing of the apostolic fathers, The pastor of St. John Chrystomos. 

›  Book of Mystery by Father Giorgis

›  Book of the order of the Church 

›  The Liturgy book with the 14 Anaphora

›  The book of Baptism

›  The book of Sacrament of Matrimony

›  Book of Church administration and hierarchy

›  Book of Synod of the Apostles in four parts

›  The creed on Synod of Nicea

›  Hymen books mostly by Saint Yared of Axum

›  Book of Cosmology and Calenders like Abushaqir

›  History books like First writing on Zion, Book of Kingdom of Axum, History of Zagwe, chronicle of Lalibela, Kibre negest

›  Philosophical books like, Book of creation and Philagos

›  Book on nature like, Sena fitrat, "Study of creation" or Biology

›  Book on the six days of creation , Aksimaros.

›  Book of the mystery of heaven and the Earth.
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The Ethiopian Orthodox church view of creation is deeply rooted on scriptural evidence and written documents of early Church fathers. 

The Ethiopian Orthodox church believe that the way of knowing God's existence is through observing the creation itself. 

This creation doctrine is the base foundation of the Ethiopian church teaching.

This is main area Ethiopian church followers study because many church students have a distorted perception of creation. Religious students usually doubt the existence of God when they seek the idea of creator and creation.

In addition to written manuscripts, the Ethiopian Orthodox church uses diagrams and illustrations to demonstrate the creation of the world and its process. 

Fig 1. Example of Cosmological model showing the different layer of the Earth, sky and the Heavens
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How did creation began
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In Ethiopian Orthodox church, the concept of creation out of nothing is the fundamental doctrine of the Creational story. The Ethiopian Orthodox church states that, God brought this cosmos from nonexistence to existence,making God sovereignly benevolent and ultimate omnipotent.

The church states the sequence of creation as God creating the 7 creation at first, that is The Heaven, the Angels, the void/Darkness and the Four state of matter.

[image: ]

Fig 2. The 4 elements of Creation with Void at the center

The church emphasis that the purpose of God's creation of Angels and Mankind is for them to praise God and the rest of creations were created so that the Angel and Mankind can dwell on them.

God created the Angels and Mankind so that they can praise and worship him and in return God will give them his divine glory and eternal life.

The Holy bible clearly state that God completed his creation in six days. The Ethiopian Bible is no different but it gives a more insight in to the term "days" used in the holy bible and it gives more cosmological and metaphysical explanation for the chronology used in the Holy book. 

According to the Ethiopian Bible, the term "days" is substituted with the term "stages" or "cycles" and that God completed his creation in Six stages or Six Cycles.
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Cycles or stage in this context is used to denote the period of time that is between the time of darkness and light. That means one cycle is, from the time of darkness to the emergence of light. From the time of the complete darkness to the period God said , let there be light. That is considered one cycle or day, which is the first stage of creation. 

Currently many newer Bible versions use the term “day” as the current “time” we know, which is the period it takes for the Sun to rise and set. 

Since the Sun and Earth weren’t created at the first day of creation or the Sun and the Earth order wasn't set in their current form at the first stage of creation, the Ethiopian Orthodox Bible uses the word "elet" or Cycle in it’s creation cosmological order. 

So, according to this, day is used as cycles from the darkness to light in the heavens.
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The Ethiopian Orthodox Church book of creation state that.

In the beginning God created the seven creation. These are the Heavens, the Angels, the void or darkness and the Four character of matter (Fire, Air, Water and the Earth). 

According to this creation sequence darkness or the complete absences is listed as being created by God himself and God's dwelling is with this realm. 
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Fig 3. the four elements

God created the Four character of matter to show his nature, and that means these four phase of matter themselves are God's own characters.

That is, Fire is powerfull. It burn and destroy everything it touches and this symbolizes God's power and his mighty

Air is free and can separate the grain from the dirt. And this symbolizes God being a great judge who can separate the wicked from the good.

Water is clean and it can wash away the dirt, and this shows God's purity and God being the ultimate cleaner who can wash away our sins.

Earth is strong and resilience and it carry everything on top of it. And this symbolizes God's patient and tolerance.

There are two ways God modeled his creation

Creation from nonexistent to existence

The void/Darkness, the Angels and the Four characters of matter were created from non existing material and they came to existence after god brought them to existence. 

And second is creation of other creations from the previously created materials by combining these character and their properties.

Properties of the Four Elements

	Element

	Temperature

	Wetness

	Radiance

	Density

	Solidity


	Fire

	Hot

	Dry

	Bright

	Up

	Intangible


	Wind

	Hot

	Moist

	Dark

	Up

	Intangible


	Water

	Cold

	Moist

	Bright

	Down

	Tangible


	Earth

	Cold

	Dry

	Dark

	Down

	Tangible
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After God created the four elements, the Ethiopian Orthodox Bible state that, God took from the Fire. He separated the Heat and the light out of it and made the Seven level of Heavens. These are Tsirha

Araiam (the summit of the heaven), Gods Throne, 

Precious Heaven, Heavenly Jerusalem, Iyor, Ramah and Erer.

[image: ]Fig 4.  The Seven Level of Heaven


1. Tsirah Ariam (the summit of the heaven) 



�   This heaven is found above all the Heavens.

�   It is the summit of the heaven and there is nothing above it 

�   It is unreachable by any creation 

�   It's boundaries are unknown but only to God.

�   It is neither finite nor infinite and it is a place where the Trinity use it as a channel to reveal themselves to the saints,martyrs and the angels.

�   It is the roof of God's throne (Menber Mengist) 


It resembles the tip of a tent.



2.  God's Throne or Menber Mengist


�  This level of heaven is where God's throne is found

�  It is where God reveal himself to Saints Martyrs and the angels when ever he desires.

�  Around this throne there are 22 other thrones and on these thrones there are 22 elders seating. Clothed in white robes and they have crowns of gold on their heads.

�  It has seven fire curtains, it is a holy place where the angels bow
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