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			Book Presentation: Diplomatic Divorce by Thomas P. Kilgannon

			Book Abstract

			In Diplomatic Divorce, Kilgannon argues that failure to understand the United Nations and the motivations of the people who run it imperils not only America’s international sovereignty, but ultimately America’s independence.

			Kilgannon contends that the United Nations – with the help of international, anti-American lobbyists – is assaulting American values on a number of fronts, from national security to trade to tax policy to the Internet. Leading Democrats, Kilgannon says, “have abandoned their faith in America for the empty promises of a global cult...which is hopelessly corrupt, inherently flawed, and anti-American to the core.” For these reasons and more, he argues, “it is time for America to end her love affair with the United Nations.”

			About the Author

			Thomas P. Kilgannon currently serves as the president of the Freedom Alliance, a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving America’s heritage and traditions. Once a top aide to Congressman Mark Neumann of Wisconsin, Kilgannon has also coordinated policy and communications for the Christian Action Network, a pro-family lobbying group, and served as deputy press secretary for Pat Buchanan. Kilgannon is the host of the Freedom First radio program on the Rightalk Network.

		

	
		
			Summary of Diplomatic Divorce 

			Introduction

			Sun Tzu taught us, “Know your enemy.” Presently, the United States is facing two foes

			
					Islamic extremists

					insidiously corrupt bureaucrats at the United Nations. These enemies are trying to destroy America. Our primary enemies, the jihadists, are brutal and all too evident. Our secondary adversaries, the purveyors of world government, are subtler in that they seek to undermine America’s sovereignty through international law, global treaties, and institutions like the UN.

			

			The advocates of world government believe America is outdated. Their faith is vested in the United Nations. Their catechism is the UN Charter. Their Maharishi is Kofi Annan. This enemy has managed to seduce the Democratic Party and American Left. Even the Republican Party is ambivalent about the threat we face, though leaders like Congressman Bob Barr from Georgia and presidential candidate Pat Buchanan have sounded the alarm about anti-American internationalists.

			The foundation for world government is being laid. American troops have been forced to serve under UN command. Our brave men and women in uniform are potential targets for prosecution by the International Criminal Court. The World Trade Organization is forcing Congress to rewrite our laws, regulations, and even our Constitution. The UN is setting itself up to collect taxes from American citizens. And all the while, the UN is being used as a forum for bashing the United States.

			The “global cult” is being led in this country by a fifth column of Democratic politicians, such as John Kerry, Bill Clinton, and Jimmy Carter. Media elites, too, are following the lead of Walter Cronkite, once “the most trusted man in America,” who now openly calls for world government. And the academic Jeremy Sachs, who never misses an opportunity to blame America for the world’s problems, is a pied piper among the liberal intellectuals who are trying to subsume American sovereignty under UN authority.

			On September 11, 2001, 2,996 Americans were murdered in the worst attack on American soil since Pearl Harbor. Yet exactly one year later to the day, UN delegates were openly bashing the United States. Indeed, George W. Bush, who is trying to defend the United States against suicidal Islamic extremists, is regularly denounced by UN “diplomats” as being a greater threat to world peace than terrorists like Osama bin Laden.

			The UN is a corrupt organization and anti-American to the core. It is not capable of reform. We should not seek a more effective UN because its aims are antithetical to ours. America receives no help in our struggle against terrorism from the UN.

			Ironically, the United States provides the lion’s share of the UN’s funding but is on the receiving end of the organization’s attacks against America. It is time to put an end to this sordid relationship. The United States must seek a diplomatic divorce from the United Nations.

			In the Security Council We Trust

			On September 30, 2004, Senator John Kerry, in the first of his three presidential debates with George W. Bush, uttered an opinion that may have cost him the election. Kerry said the United States should only take military action to defend America if such measures could meet a “global test.” For most Americans, of course, the notion that the United States would need international or UN permission to defend itself was abhorrent.

			Kerry, however, was speaking for the Democratic Party, which saw no problem in entrusting our security to the American-bashing bureaucrats at the UN. American citizens saw things differently. They recognized, for instance, that the UN Security Council included human rights abusers such as Angola, Syria, Communist China, and Cameroon, to name just a few. Further, permanent members of the Security Council, such as France and Russia, were major recipients of oil payoffs from Saddam Hussein under the UN’s corrupted Oil-for-Food program. Thus, the UN Security Council was all but certain to have interests at odds with those of the United States.

			Democrats, unfortunately, hitched their wagon to the UN when it came to holding Saddam Hussein accountable for his continued pursuit of weapons of mass destruction. Prominent Democrats, like Carl Levin, argued that “the United Nations should authorize member states to use military force” to insure Iraq complied with its obligation under the 1991 Gulf War cease-fire agreement. It’s clear that Levin doesn’t know his Constitution! It’s up to Congress to determine what is in the national security interests of the United States and to take whatever action may be appropriate to defend America. The United States must never cede its authority to an international body that does not represent the interests of America.

			“Responsibility and accountability are cornerstones of democracy.” Just as America must never trust its security to foreign organizations, so we must never outsource our trade policy to the World Trade Organization, or allow the UN to levy taxes on the American people. “Taxation without representation” is a symptom of everything America fought against in our Revolution to establish a self-governing Republic. To allow unaccountable bureaucrats at the UN to impose taxes on Americans would be a travesty. In the same way, U.S. troops should never be placed under UN command. Only America’s duly elected leaders have a right to send our fighting men and women into harm’s way.

			The International Criminal Court

			If some Democrats have their way, U.S. soldiers could find themselves in European cellblocks awaiting prosecution by the International Criminal Court (ICC) for war crimes. The intentions behind the World Court seem noble: to apprehend and punish those who commit crimes against humanity. However, the ICC is certain to be misused by foreign bureaucrats who bear ill will toward the United States. For instance, the ICC claims jurisdiction over all individuals – even those of member states that are not a party to the treaty that establishes the court – which means the court would claim the right to prosecute U.S. officials.

			The ICC clearly contradicts the U.S. Constitution, which gives Congress alone the right to instigate impeachment proceedings against American leaders who abuse their authority. Further, constitutional protections afforded ordinary citizens and U.S. military personnel – such as the Fourth and Fifth Amendment, which guarantee against unlawful searches, seizures, and violations of due process – would be nullified if the ICC ever gets jurisdiction over Americans.

			American troops, by the way, are not the only group likely to lose their constitutional protections should America embrace the ICC. Private companies could see their executives and employees exposed to criminal prosecution at the hands of unaccountable prosecutors.

			A fully empowered ICC is likely to have a deleterious impact on America’s national security and foreign policy. American troops – who take the greatest risk in peacekeeping operations (and in protecting our country) – will become the target of zealous prosecutors. So will political and military leaders like George W. Bush, Tony Blair, and General Tommy Franks. This would have a devastating effect on the morale of our troops while adversely affecting recruitment efforts.

			The Bush Administration has done much to disavow the ICC. However, many Republicans, including Senator John McCain, have allied themselves with the Democrats in voicing approval for the ICC. Voters must scrutinize those running for office very carefully in 2008 to see which candidates would surrender American sovereignty to a foreign court.

			World Trade Organization

			The World Trade Organization (WTO), our political leaders like to tell us, cannot force us to change our democratically enacted laws and regulations. The truth, however, is that the WTO frequently orders America about. For instance, just one year after it was created (1995), the WTO ruled that the United States was “discriminating” against Venezuelan and Brazilian petroleum products. In fact, both countries were selling products that failed to meet American health standards required by the Clean Air Act. The WTO, however, didn’t care about the health and safety of American citizens. They simply imposed hefty fines on the U.S. until the Clinton Administration caved in and got

			
			
			
					America pays by far the lion’s share of the WTO dues, yet even the countries that contribute less than 1% of what we do are treated as America’s equals.

					Despite America’s largesse, only 4.2% of WTO employees are American.

					There is little or no transparency within the WTO.
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