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Preface


I come from a long line of farmers and gardeners. Growing up, I was surrounded by the beauty of veggies, flowers, and everything in between. Gardening was a big part of my childhood, and it gave me what I believed was a solid foundation for creating my own garden one day.

When I proudly became a homeowner and moved into my first house, I found myself with a nearly blank slate in the front yard—a sunny 20-foot-by-6-foot garden bed, just waiting for my best gardening idea, nearly blank aside from a sweet row of 1970s shrubs established by the previous homeowners. Once those came out, I had a canvas that was all mine, and I was eager to get started.

However, my excitement soon faded, and I even got overwhelmed. I imagined myself strolling through the garden center, selecting whatever caught my eye from the mini-profile pictures on the plant tags. But as I began paying attention to light needs, height, and space requirements, I realized there was more to this than I anticipated. I needed a better approach.

That’s when I discovered a game-changer. Bluestone Perennials, an online plant company I found, offered pre-designed garden plans that could be ordered by mail. They had done all the hard work—creating a planting plan, identifying plants that would thrive together, and even providing a layout for the garden.

Admittedly, I was a bit skeptical, but as soon as the plants arrived, I followed the diagram with just a few small modifications and got everything into the ground. The plants were familiar favorites like purple coneflower, black-eyed Susan, liatris, and catmint. Sure enough, within a year or two, my flower bed was thriving and did so for many years. This experience impressed me so much that I started recommending these pre-planned garden beds to anyone who would listen.

It turns out I wasn’t alone in my appreciation for pre-designed garden plans. During the ten years I worked at Birds & Blooms, a bird and garden magazine, I learned just how popular these plans are among gardeners. We often featured garden plans or container recipes, showing readers exactly how to achieve certain looks. These plans were incredibly popular because they took the guesswork out of gardening. It was just easier.

Even today, when people ask me for plant recommendations, I find myself pointing them to these types of pre-planned garden options. It makes it so easy for anyone, no matter their experience level, to create a beautiful, thriving garden.

This got me thinking—if I love these plans and other gardeners do too, why not create a collection of easy-to-grow, pre-planned gardens that offer even more? Gardens that attract bees, butterflies, birds, and other wildlife, while still being simple and accessible. And so this book was born.
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Now I’m excited to share these planting plans with you. Whether you’re new to gardening with many spaces to fill, working with a small deck or patio, or just looking to add to an already established garden, there’s something here for everyone.

I may not be a great artist when it comes to drawing or painting, but as a kid, I always loved paint-by-number kits because they made art accessible to me. That’s what I hope I’ve done here—made the art of gardening accessible to everyone. I’m giving you the plants and the numbers—now it’s up to you to put them into action. Just like my first plant-by-number garden in my twenties, I hope you’ll create a garden that brings you beauty and joy for years to come.






Introduction


In 1923, the first patent was filed for the popular paint-by-number technique that many of us know today. By the 1950s, the first paint-by-number kits were created by Max S. Klein, an engineer and owner of the Palmer Paint Sales Company in Detroit, Michigan. Since then, this concept has been replicated in art countless times—and for good reason! Not everyone feels like a natural artist, and these step-by-step methods have empowered people to feel more confident about creating art.

Now it’s time to bring that same concept into the gardening world. Instead of painting by number, we’re going to be planting by number. The idea is simple: you find the corresponding number on the provided diagram, and you plant the plant assigned said number in that spot. By following the plan closely, you should soon have a thriving, easy-to-care-for garden, whether it’s in your front yard, backyard, patio, or deck.

You don’t need a green thumb to be successful here. I’ve selected 50 of the best, easiest-to-grow plants in North America to fit into 24 different plant-by-number plans. These are the plants you see thriving in backyards across the country all season long. After gardening and writing about gardening for more than twenty years, I’ve seen these plants consistently perform for gardeners time and time again.

While you’re welcome to follow the plans exactly, feel free to make modifications as you see fit—more on that in a bit. You can be confident that both the plans and the plants included in them are designed to set you up for success.

This book is laid out in three main sections to guide you through the process:
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	• Part 1 provides you with tips for using the planting-by-number method effectively.

	• Part 2 offers 24 step-by-step planting plans, each with a unique theme, to inspire and guide your gardening projects.

	• Part 3 features a Plant Directory that corresponds to the numbers in the diagrams, allowing you to learn more about each plant, including detailed profiles and tips for growing them successfully.
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So sit back, relax, and explore the different planting plans. See what inspires you. This planting-by-numbers method is a fantastic way to create the garden of your dreams.





[image: A variety of flowers including cosmos and hydrangeas are arranged in a garden setting, showcasing different shapes and sizes of blooms.]


The Basics of Plant by Number


Gardening can be a fulfilling and rewarding activity, but for many, the idea of planning and planting a garden from scratch can be overwhelming. That’s where the idea of “planting by numbers” comes in to help. Much like the classic paint-by-number kits that guided budding artists, this approach to gardening takes the guesswork out of creating a beautiful, thriving garden.

By following pre-designed plans with numbered diagrams, you can confidently plant your garden with the assurance that you’re setting yourself up for success. In this section, we’ll explore the basics, from understanding the plants featured to making your own modifications and ensuring your garden meets the specific needs of each plant.



Learn about the Plants Featured


There are 50 total plants featured in this book, carefully selected for their ease of growth and versatility. These plants are not only resilient but are also capable of thriving in most parts of North America. The idea behind this selection was to ensure that you can “plant it and forget it” for the most part, with minimal maintenance required beyond regular watering.
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As someone who has gardened since childhood and written about gardening for over twenty years, I’ve seen that certain plants consistently appear in gardens and on the “best of” plant lists. And there’s a good reason for this—they work. You’ll often see these same plants thriving in public gardens and backyards across the country because they’re reliable and beautiful.

In this book, you’ll find a mix of trees and shrubs, perennials, and annuals that are not only resilient but also great for creating stunning garden spaces. For each plant in the planting plan, you can refer to the Plant Directory in part 3 of the book to explore its profile, ensuring it’s a good fit for your space.




Understand the Benchwarmers


The “benchwarmers” are alternative plants that can be swapped into the planting plans as needed. For example, if a plan calls for purple coneflowers but you prefer the look of classic white Shasta daisies or golden tones of black-eyed Susans, feel free to make the swap. While the benchwarmers aren’t listed as direct replacements for specific plants within each plan, they do offer you the freedom to customize your garden according to your preferences.

In some cases, if a planting plan includes an ornamental grass, you might find a different grass listed as a benchwarmer. However, you’re not limited to swapping grass for grass—you might decide to include two grasses or substitute something entirely different. The goal is for you to feel empowered to make these plans your own, tailoring them to fit your personal style and gardening needs.




Explore Other Varieties and Cultivars


Within any plant family, there are often numerous varieties and cultivars to choose from. For instance, the black-eyed Susan family includes more than two dozen native species. This diversity means that when buying plants, it’s important to look for the botanical name to ensure you’re getting the right plant. However, don’t be afraid to explore other options, especially if you’re looking for specific colors, sizes, or characteristics.
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Cultivars offer unique traits that can enhance your garden in different ways. For example, there’s a black-eyed Susan cultivar called ‘Goldsturm’ known for its long bloom time, and another called ‘Cherry Brandy’ that boasts striking pink blooms instead of the traditional yellow. As you gain more experience with gardening, you’ll enjoy researching and experimenting with different varieties and cultivars, particularly if you have specific needs like limited space or a desire for a particular color scheme.
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Make Your Own Layout Modifications


The garden plans provided can be followed exactly as they are, with clear instructions on which plants to buy and where to place them. However, these plans are also flexible, allowing you to adjust the overall size or shape of the garden to fit your space. If you have a smaller area, simply reduce the number of plants. If you have a larger space, feel free to add more plants to fill it out.

While it’s important to keep the size and space needs of each plant in mind, don’t hesitate to modify the layout to suit your garden’s unique dimensions. The key is to make the garden work for you, ensuring that the final result is both functional and beautiful.




Discover Light Needs for Different Plants


Light is a crucial factor for plant growth, and it’s important not to overlook the light needs of the plants in your garden. Each plant’s general light requirements are listed in the Plant Directory, but it’s always a good idea to check the plant tags when purchasing, whether from a local garden center or online. While the profiles provided in this book are comprehensive, new varieties or cultivars may have slightly different light preferences.

It’s also essential to assess the light conditions in your garden realistically. You might think of an area as sunny, but if you take a closer look, it could be shaded for much of the day. Make sure you know the actual light levels in each area of your garden before selecting plants, as this will help you place them in spots where they’ll thrive.




Know Soil and Water Requirements


For many of the plants featured, you’ll notice moist, well-draining soil is preferred. This is a common requirement, but not everyone has perfect soil conditions. If you’re trying to grow a plant with specific soil needs, it’s important to assess whether your garden’s soil can meet those requirements. For example, if your soil is sandy and drains too quickly, you might need to amend it or choose plants that are more tolerant of such conditions.
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Water requirements are another critical consideration. While all plants need water, some are more demanding than others. It’s important to be realistic about whether you can meet a plant’s moisture needs, especially if it requires frequent watering. Many of the plants listed are drought-tolerant, but this doesn’t mean they never need water—especially when they’re first being established

[image: Two blue chairs are positioned on a lawn surrounded by various flowers and plants. A tree is in the background, and a fence is visible at the edge of the garden.]



Understand Size and Space Needs







Start Choosing Your Plants
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