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1. Foreword
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I became a Christian around the time of my 16th birthday.  Before this happened, I thought that I already was a Christian, because intellectually I believed that Jesus had died on the cross for the sins of the world.  This came from having a Christian upbringing, going to a modern church and reading some portions from a modern bible.  I had not personally received Jesus Christ as my Saviour in my earlier years however and had no concern about sinning against God.  In the year before I was spiritually born again (John 3:3), I lost all motivation to continue living as I was and I had no ambitions for my future.  The Lord was working in my heart in the second part of that year and I was led to read about the gospel.  When I did this, for the first time, I saw my personal need to be reconciled with God and receive forgiveness of sins.  I prayed to the Lord, and it was at this point that I really did receive Christ as my Saviour.

It was about 10 more years before I heard about the King James Bible (also known as the Authorized Version) and started to read it.  Straight away, I recognised a strength in this Bible that I had never experienced in any modern version.  After several months, I started to notice a change in my walk with God, which coincided with using this Bible more and more.  In the first 10 years of my Christian walk, I had read what I could from modern bible versions but never seemed to get far.  In contrast, reading the King James Bible ministered more understanding to me and gave me assurance.  There were some adjustments in the language to get used to, however through continuing to use this Bible, and learning from authors such as G.A. Riplinger, I became more familiar with the unique style of the King James Bible​[1].  Reading and studying this Bible has become intrinsic in my spiritual journey with God, and I now only use this Bible.  I believe that God has provided the King James Bible as his word for English-speaking people. Where I refer to ‘the Bible’ in this writing, I will be meaning the King James Bible.  

The first step to understand the Bible is to become born-again: that is to personally receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour.  At this point, the Holy Spirit (who is also called the Holy Ghost) indwells the believer, and it is the Spirit who reveals the meaning of Biblical passages to the believer’s understanding.  As Paul said to Christians:

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  1 Corinthians 2:12

As I had some Christian knowledge before I came to the King James Bible, it would have been easier for me to become familiar with it than a person with no such background.  The purpose of this writing is to introduce the Bible to those with no prior knowledge of what it is about, who are starting from scratch.  I will be drawing from what I have learned along my journey, and it is my hope that this will be a help to anyone else starting out.
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2. What is the Bible?
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The full title of the Bible is ‘The Holy Bible’.  The word ‘Bible’ means book, and holy refers to being separate from evil.  It is a holy book that is composed of 66 books.  These books were authored by different men at different times, and Bible-believing Christians have the understanding that God inspired these individuals to write the messages he gave them.  As said by Peter:

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  2 Peter 1:21

The Christian can therefore approach the Bible believing that it is a supernatural book from God.  Rather than it just being a collection of men’s writings, the Christian can have faith that God is speaking to him or her personally, when reading his word. 

There is a division in the Bible of the Old Testament and the New Testament.  There are 39 books in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.  In Luke 24:44, the Lord Jesus summarised the Old Testament as: the law of Moses, the prophets and the psalms.  I have portrayed this division below:

The law of Moses

Moses was the author of the first 5 books in the Bible (known as the Torah to Jewish people).  These books are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.  These books start with man’s beginnings in Genesis and move on to show how God chose a people (the Israelites) and had a covenant with them.  These people had moved to Egypt by the end of Genesis, and the book of Exodus shows how they were led by Moses to leave Egypt.  Moses gave the Israelites the law that God wanted them to have in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers.  The law was given for a second time in Deuteronomy.  

Following the record of the law of Moses, the collective history of the Israelites (with attention given to some individuals), is found in Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.

The prophets

Whilst there are a number of individuals called prophets throughout the Bible (e.g. Moses was described as a prophet in Deuteronomy 34:10), ‘the prophets’ are understood to be those who wrote the following books: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.  These prophets had messages for the kingdoms of Judah and Israel and other nations.  These messages were about what God was going to do.

The psalms

There is a book called Psalms (which are songs).  This book sits with other ‘wisdom’ books in the following order: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon.  

Moving to the New Testament, the following division of books can be observed:

The Gospels

These are 4 accounts of Jesus’ First Coming, which were authored by his disciples Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

The book of Acts

This book documents the works of Jesus’ disciples (called apostles) following his ascension to heaven.  

Epistles (or letters)

These are letters written by Christ’s apostles to believers.  Paul authored the majority of these letters: Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 

1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 

2 Timothy, Titus and Philemon.

Following these letters, is a further letter to Hebrews.  The other letters were named after the apostles who authored them: James, Peter (who wrote 1 Peter and 2 Peter), John (who wrote 1 John, 2 John and 3 John) and Jude.  The final book of the Bible is Revelation (also authored by John) which is addressed to the 7 churches in Asia.

In the next chapter, some themes from the Bible will be discussed.
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