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    To all the children of the world, the dreamers and the doers, may your hearts always be open to the wonders around you. May you be brave enough to face your fears and kind enough to share your dreams, for you are the future, and the future is bright.

      

    



  	
        
            
             
"It's not the things you look at that matter, it's what you see."
- Henry David Thoreau
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1. Starling’s Secret Map
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The morning light painted Thabiso’s room golden, but something new shimmered in the air—an electric feeling, like the world was holding its breath.

Pixel floated quietly near Thabiso’s bed, blinking gently.

And on the nightstand, Starling—the tiny silver spaceship who had awakened the night before—glowed with a soft blue light.

“Good morning, Captain,” Starling said, her voice smooth and bright. “Today, your real adventure begins.”

Thabiso sat up, rubbing his eyes. “Real adventure? I thought school was my adventure.”

Starling chuckled, a sound like little chimes. 

“School is part of it. But there are wonders hidden all around you—things you’ve never noticed before. Secret missions. Hidden friends. Mysteries waiting to be solved.”

Pixel chimed in, “It’s time for your first official mission, Thabiso. Are you ready?”

Thabiso’s heart pounded. “Ready!”

Starling projected a glowing map onto the ceiling. It showed his neighborhood—the jacaranda trees, the school, the playground—and little sparkling dots scattered everywhere.

“Each dot is a Wonder,” Starling explained. “Some you must find with your eyes. Some you must find with your heart.”

Lala, Milo, Tick-Tock, and Professor Puzz stirred on his nightstand, blinking sleepily.

“We’re coming too!” Milo cheered, flipping off the lamp.

“Of course,” Starling said. “This journey needs all your lessons—courage, curiosity, calmness, and cleverness.”

Thabiso beamed. “Where do we start?”

Starling’s map zoomed in on the park near his house. A bright star pulsed near the old oak tree.

“Your first Wonder is there. And your first challenge: making a new friend.”

Thabiso’s smile faltered just a little. A new friend? He wasn’t sure how to start.

Pixel floated closer. “Remember what you learned, Thabiso. You have everything you need inside you.”

Thabiso took a deep breath; feeling Lala’s courage, Milo’s questions, Tick-Tock’s calm, and Professor Puzz’s cleverness swirling inside him like a secret power.

He stuffed his awakened toys gently into his backpack, tucked Starling safely into his jacket pocket, and raced downstairs.

The world was waiting.

And he was ready.
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Reflection Prompt:
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What’s one thing that feels exciting and a little scary?

Draw a map of places you want to explore!

For Parents and Educators:

Encourage children to see their daily environments as full of hidden wonders.

Help them practice greeting and making friends, even with simple gestures like smiles and waves.
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2. The Girl Under the Oak Tree
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The old oak tree stood at the center of the park, its huge branches twisting toward the sky like ancient arms.

Thabiso slowed his steps as he approached, clutching his backpack strap tightly.

Under the tree, sitting cross-legged with a book in her lap, was a girl he didn’t know.

She wore bright yellow boots and had her hair braided into two long plaits. She looked focused—and maybe a little lonely.

Pixel buzzed softly in Thabiso’s ear. “Opportunity detected.”

Milo whispered from the backpack, “Ask a question! Ask a question!”

Thabiso’s heart thudded. His mouth felt dry.

What if she didn’t want to talk to him?

What if he said something silly?

He closed his eyes for a second, hearing Lala’s voice: Courage isn’t about not being scared—it’s about acting anyway.

He stepped forward.

One step.

Two steps.

“Hi,” he said, his voice small but steady. “What are you reading?”

The girl looked up, surprised. Then she smiled.

“It’s about stars,” she said, showing him the cover. “I love space.”

Thabiso’s heart leapt. Space! He glanced at the tiny Starling peeking from his jacket.

“That’s so cool,” he said. “I have a spaceship!”

The girl’s eyes widened. “You do?”

“Well... sort of,” Thabiso said, laughing.

“I’m Asanda,” she said.

“I’m Thabiso.”

They sat under the tree together, sharing stories about stars and planets and secret toy adventures. The minutes slipped by like falling leaves.

Starling












d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Exploring dreams with courage and curiosity

- Small
‘Wonders 2

Thabiso’s Dream Adventure

.

Mark Miwerz





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image005.jpg





