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IN THE STEPS OF THE MESSIAH  

The orated ministry of Jesus begins after His baptism (Matt. 3:13-17, Mk. 1:9-11, Lk. 3:21, Jn.  

1:29-34).  It was in the fresh countryside of Judea and Transjordan ending in the city of Jerusalem where the great teachings of the Messiah take root.   

The Lord’s ministry starts at the age of thirty lasting for three and a half years.  Most date this chronology around 27 to 29 A.D. for His beginning and 30 to 36 for the ending.   

The Lord’s first ministry is in Galilee.  It is often called the first Galilean ministry.  After His baptism he returns to Galilee from his time spent in the Judean desert.  During this period, he preaches around Galilee where He recruits His first disciples.   

The Major Galilean ministry begins in Matthew chapter eight which included the commissioning of the twelve.  This period covers most of the ministry in Galilee.   

The final Galilean ministry begins after the death of John the Baptist (Matt. 14:3-12, Lk. 3:19, 20, Mk. 17:17-29).  It is during this time that Jesus prepares to take His journey to Jerusalem.   

The beginning journey to the Holy city is the Messiah’s trek through Judea often called the Later Judean ministry (Mark 10:1-52; Luke 10:1-13:21; Jn. 7:11-10:39).  And His final journey is termed the Later Perean Ministry (Matt. 19:1-20:34; Lk. 13:2-18:17; Jn. 10:40-12:1, 9-11).    

He returns to the area where He was baptized and where He first began His mission of peace.   

The Lord’s final ministry is recorded in the city of Jerusalem (Matthew 21-27, Mark 11-15, Luke 19-23, and John 12-19).  More details and information are recorded during this period than all others combined.  Nearly one third of the gospels are devoted to the last week of the life of   Jesus.   

––––––––

THE PROLOGUE  

Two writers gives us prologues concerning the coming of the Messiah.  First, Luke writes, “Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed” (Luke 1:1-4).   

Second, John exclaims, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.  In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.  He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.  And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him (Jn. 1:1-18).   

Luke’s prologue is meant to accentuate the identity and mission of Christ.  Whereas John begins his gospel with submitting the identity of the Messiah as being God.   

QUESTIONS:   

	When did the mission of Christ begin?   

	Of the six recorded ministries of Christ, which one has the most information recorded?   

	What is the difference between Luke’s prologue and John’s?   


THE BIRTH OF JOHN AND JESUS  

Birth of John the Baptist Foretold (3 B.C)   

“There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.  And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.  And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years.  And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.  And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense.  And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.  And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.  But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.  And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.  And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.  And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.  And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.  And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.  And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple.  And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained speechless.  And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house.  And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying, Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men” (Lk. 1:5-25).   

“There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.”  Luke introduces the parents of John.  The father was Zacharias, a priest that was of the 8th course of priests who performed their duties in the temple.    

During the reign of David, the priest became so numerous that he divided the priest into 24 courses who took turns administering their duties.  Each one was scheduled for one week during their cycle (1 Chron. 24:6-19).   

His specific tasks on the day that the angel appeared to him in the temple was to burn incense.  The incense was made of stacte, onycha, and galbanum (Exodus 30:34), and was to be lit twice a day (Exodus 30:7).    

Concerning Elizabeth, Luke writes, “and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.”  This is mentioned to show that Zacharias and his wife were descendants of Aaron.  This meant that John would have taken his place among the ranks of the priests.  Jesus, who would be from the tribe of Judah, had a kingly ancestry, but not priestly.   

“And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.”  Both parents are defined as being “righteous” and “blameless.”  They were not only literate concerning their obligations and duties under the Mosaic Law, but they followed them precisely.   

“And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years.”  Now we are introduced to the providential formula so often found in the Bible.    

We see it in the life of Abraham and Sarah (Gen. 17, 18), as well as Hannah and Elkanah (1 Sam. 1).  Age has no bearing on the bringing forth of great men and women to complete God’s divine plan of redemption.   

And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.  And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense.  And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.  And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.”  Fifteen months before the birth of Christ, the angel Gabriel appears before Zacharias.  It was no accident that the angel appeared to the elderly priest during the performance of his sacred duties.  For Joseph, he received his divine instructions in a dream, but for Zacharias, his communication took place in a solemn location, under the most solemn of occasions.  At a time of prayer and meditation.    “And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.  But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.”  

How often had John begged the Lord for an heir?  He was probably at the point in his life where hope was lost.  Now, before the altar his prayer is answered.  He will have an heir, and that heir will be male.  Howbeit, his name is not what you wished for, but what God desires.  The name   

John in Hebrew means “gracious.”   

“And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.  For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord” (Luke 1 :14-17).   

Seven amazing statements are made about this promised child.  First, he will bring joy to  

Zacharias and the many people who will meet him.  And second, he will be great in the eyes of God.  As Noah found grace, and Job was praised by Jehovah; John will be greater still.  Jesus said of John, “Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matt. 11:11; Lk, 7:28).   

Third, he will not drink alcohol.  This was one of the required laws of the Nazarites (Num. 6:121).  In fact, there were two other requirements besides abstaining from strong drink for the one who takes a Nazarite vow.  First, He shall not defile himself.  Second, he shall not allow any razor to shave his head until the day the vow is completed.   

Fourth, the child shall be filled with the Holy Ghost even from his mother’s womb.  This does not refer to John’s eternal destiny but to the mission ordained by God for him.    

Fifth, “And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.”  John had an impact on the people throughout the region.  His brass and direct tactics led many to the waters of baptism.   

Sixth, “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just.”  This was the prophesy from Isaiah and Malachi (Isa. 40:3; Mal. 4:5, 6).   

Seventh, “To make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  John was not the Messiah, but prepared the minds and hearts for the entering of the Christ.   

QUESTIONS:   

	Who were the parents of John the Baptist?   

	How does the ages of John’s parents coincide with Abraham and Sarah?   

	Can you cite three of the seven statements made of John the Baptist?   



THE BIRTH OF CHRIST FORETOLD (Luke 1:26-38)   


(1 B.C.)  

“And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.  Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?  And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her” (Lk. 1:26-38).   

Six months after Elizabeth conceived, the angel Gabriel appears to Mary.  She is from the little town of Nazareth, a city of Galilee.  This area was one of the three parts that divided Palestine.  Galilee, in the north; Samaria, in the middle; and Judea, on the south.  The governor presiding over Galilee was Herod Antipas as the biblical record records.   

Concerning Nazareth, Jesus throughout his ministry would be identified by that location (Matt. 2:23, 4:13, 21:11).  Nathanael, when informed of the Messiah coming forth from Nazareth, he replied, “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see” (Jn. 1:46).  This indicates that the city was not a reputable area, and the inhabitants of that place where shunned by many.   

“And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women” (Lk. 1:28).  In the Genesis record it was Rachel who was well favoured (Gen. 29:17), and Joseph is termed well favoured (Gen. 39:6); howbeit Mary is  “highly favoured.”  None before or after will receive the honor bestowed upon Mary.   

“And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be” (Lk. 1:29).  The proclamation from Gabriel brought distress and confusion.  As a young and innocent girl, she tried to comprehend what was said.   

“And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 1:30-33).  The fulfillment of prophesy had entered the ears of Mary (Isa. 7:14, 9:6, 7; Dan. 2:44, 7:19).  The Messiah promised by Jehovah was now about to enter the world of sinners through the womb of a virgin girl from Nazareth.    

“Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?”  Her inquiry is innocent and gracious.  She did not question the angel, nor the event that was going to take place.    

She simply wanted some understanding on how this would come to be.  

“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God” (Lk. 1:34, 35).  All three of the Trinity are present in this statement: The Holy Ghost, God the Father, and the Son.  The theological implications of the incarnate Messiah being placed in the womb of a young virgin is far beyond human  

comprehension.  God, for the first and only time, will come to understand mortality.   

“And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her” (Luke 1:36-38).  It is at this point that the reader finds the connection between   

Mary and Elizabeth.  John’s mother was the elder cousin to the young virgin girl from Nazareth.  “Nothing is impossible with God” is a statement of fact.  The God who created all things in six days can create, altar, or change scientific laws.  Why?  Because He established them.  He can regenerate cells on a corpse as He would do for Lazarus (John 11:17-27) or cause the sun to stand still as He did for Joshua (Joshua 10:12-14).  And now, from the womb of a young virgin the   Messiah would be brought forth.   

QUESTIONS:   

	How many months after Elizabeth conceived did the angel appear to Mary?   

	Where was Mary from?   

	What were the first words spoken to Mary by the angel?   

	What was to take place according to Lk. 1:34, 35?   
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Mary Visits Elizabeth in Judea (Lk. 1:39-45)  
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“And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda;  

And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.  And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.  And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord” (Lk. 1:39-45).  

“And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda; And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth” (Lk. 1:39, 40).  Mary travels to the hill country outside of Jerusalem to visit her cousin and no doubt rejoice in union over the great blessing bestowed upon both.   

“And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost” (Lk. 1:41).  Upon hearing Mary, the response turns spiritual.  As the baby leaps in the womb of Elizabeth, she is filled with the Holy Ghost.    

Some authors wrote that the event happened naturally on 

account of Elizabeth’s excitement.  

However, the commentary of being “filled with the Holy 

Ghost” speaks otherwise.    

“And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.  And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord” (Lk. 1:42-45).  The same heralded out message from the angel Gabriel now flows from the lips of Elizabeth.  She prophecies of Mary’s acceptance and belief in what she was told by the angel and now confirmed by her cousin was true.  Mary would be the mother of Jesus, and Elizabeth the mother of the greatest of all the prophets.   

QUESTIONS:   

	When did the Baby leap in the womb of Elizabeth?   

	Elizabeth’s Holy Spirit spoken exaltation matches the proclamation of what other character in the birth announcement narrative?   


The Birth of John in Judea (Lk. 1:57-80) (6 months Before the Birth of Christ)  

The Birth (Lk. 1:57-66)   

“Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son.  And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her.  And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.  And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.  And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.  And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called.  And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marvelled all.  And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.  And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of Judaea.  And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, What manner of child shall this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him” (Lk. 1:57-66).   

The birth of John the Baptist was celebrated by relatives and friends.  This was special not only because she gave birth to a son, but because of her age.  The child was circumcised according to Jewish tradition (Gen. 21:3, 4).  The name was most often given at the time of circumcision.   “And they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father” (Lk. 1:59).  The friends and family believed that the child would bear the name of his father, but Elizabeth responded by insisting that the child’s name would be John.    

In disbelief, the gathering turned to the father to reveal the name of the child.  This was a time when patriarchal law ruled the land.  Hence, what Zacharias proclaimed would be the name of the child.  As we note, the elderly priest was muted by the angel when he questioned the child’s name being John.  As the family and friends passed a writing tablet to Zacharias, he wrote the name, John.   

The Bible records, “And they marvelled all.  And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.  And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of Judaea.  And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, What manner of child shall this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.”  “They marvelled,” “They feared,” and all this was “laid in their hearts.”  This was a miraculous event pointing to God’s design to bring forth the forerunner for  His Son.   

QUESTIONS:   

	On what day was the child of Elizabeth named?    

	What name did the people herald out for the child born to Elizabeth and Zacharias?   

	On the writing tablet what name did Zacharias write for the child?   

	After writing the name what happened to Zacharias?   
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Zechariah’s Prophecy (Lk. 1:67-80)  
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“And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David; As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began: That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear, In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.  And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.  And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.”  

The Holy Spirit came upon Elizabeth when Mary visited her (Lk. 1:41).  After the birth of John, the Holy Spirit speaks through Zacharias.  The prophecy refers to Isaiah’s oration concerning the coming of this forerunner (Isa. 40:3) and Malachi’s pronouncement (Mal. 4:4, 5).    

The words are of the utmost importance: redeemed, saved, mercy, remember, delivered, knowledge, light.  These are words that sum up the mission of John and Jesus.  John paved the way for the Messiah to perform His duties.    

John would reside in the hill country of Hebron until he was thirty years old.  His mission, purpose, and preaching would be obscure until he begins his ministry in Matthew 3.   

QUESTIONS:    

1.  What two prophecies does the Holy Spirit speaks through Zacharias concerning John?  Isa.40:3,   Mal. 4:4, 5   
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Mary’s Pregnancy Revealed to Joseph in Nazareth (Matt. 1:18-25)  
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“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS” (Matt. 1:18-25).   

The shocking news to a young carpenter caused him to react protectively of Mary.  Albert   Barnes writes:   


“To expose her to public shame or infamy. Adultery has always been considered a crime of a very heinous nature. In Egypt, it was punished by cutting off the nose of the adulteress; in Persia, the nose and ears were cut off; in Judea, the punishment was death by stoning, Lev_20:10; Eze_16:38, Eze_16:40; Joh_8:5. This punishment was also inflicted where the person was not married, but betrothed, Deu_21:23-24. In this case, therefore, the regular punishment would have been death in this painful and ignominious manner. Yet Joseph was a religious man - mild and tender; and he was not willing to complain of her to the magistrate, and expose her to death, but sought to avoid the shame, and to put her away privately” (Albert Barnes, Commentary on Matthew).   




Once again, the angel of Jehovah intercedes and informs Joseph of this magnificent event.  Did he comprehend the meaning of Emmanuel from the prophecy of Isaiah (Isa. 7:14)?  Without hesitation he raises from his sleep and marries Mary in a private ceremony.   

QUESTIONS:   

	Why was Joseph going to put away his wife?   

	Who interceded and how?   



Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem (Lk. 2:1-20) (3-5 B.C.)   
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The Birth (Luke 2:1-7)   
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“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn” (Lk. 2:1-7).  

The emperor ruling the Roman empire during the time of our Lord’s birth was Caius Caesar   

Octavianus Augustus.  He took the throne in the 29th year before our Lord and died in A.D. 14.  During his rule, before the birth of Christ, he decreed that a census be made of the taxable inhabitants throughout his empire.    

Concerning this tax some difficulties arise.  Cyrenius did not become governor until twelve to fourteen years after the birth of Christ.  To make sense of this most scholars believe that the Greek word πρωτος (protos) should be interpreted “before.”  Hence, the census for taxing took place BEFORE Cyrenius took office.   

Joseph traveling with his pregnant wife returned to Bethlehem for the census.  It was at this time that her labour pains began, and Jesus was born.  She cut the cord, washed the child, rubbed salt on him, and then wrapped him in swaddling clothes (Ezek. 16:4).  These clothes were several blankets that confined the limbs.  Once wrapped warmly, Jesus was placed in a manger.  This was a crib from which animals were fed.  These feeding bends were kept in the lower level of the house to supply warmth for the inhabitants above, and to make it easier for the livestock to be fed in the winter.   

QUESTIONS:   

	Who was the emperor of Rome at the time Christ was born?   

	Why, and in what city did Joseph travel to where the Messiah would be born?   
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The Shepherds and the Angels (Lk. 2:8-20)  
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“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.  And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.  And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.  And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them” (Lk. 2:8-20).   

“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.”  Two points are presented in this verse.  First, the time of the Lord’s birth was at night.  Second, the birth of Christ did not happen in the winter months.  Barnes writes, “It is also a fact that the Jews sent out their flocks into the mountainous and desert regions during the summer months, and took them up in the latter part of October or the first of November, when the cold weather commenced” (Albert Barnes, Barnes Notes, the Gospel of Luke).   

“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.”  It would be a mere assumption to believe the angel was Gabriel.   Yet, it would be possible since he delivered the good news to Elizabeth and Mary.  The “glory of the Lord” equates to a “great shining light” (1 Cor. 15:41; Luke 9:31; Acts 22:11).  This caused the shepherds to fear.  A typical response to the celestial interacting with the physical.   

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is  Christ the Lord.”  These good tidings were extended to all people.  Yet, so many like Herod, the   

Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Herodians would not find 

pleasure in the coming of the Messiah.   It is no accident 

that God selected shepherds to pronounce His son into the 

world.  For Christ Himself would be termed “the Good 

Shepherd” (Jn. 10:11, 14).    

“And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”  The place where the Christ child would be found was hid from Herod but given to the shepherds.  

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” The choir of angels appeared to escalate the message of the angel.  No greater praise has ever been heralded.   

QUESTIONS:   

	What details are given concerning the birth of Jesus by the calling of the shepherds?   

	What was the sign given to the shepherds concerning the Messiah?    Circumcision of 


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Jesus in Bethlehem (Lk. 2:21) (8 days after birth)   
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“And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called 

JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb” (Lk. 2:21).     Eight days after a male child was born, he was to be circumcised (Gen. 17:12).  And like John, it was on this day that the child would be named.  Concerning John and Jesus their names had been given before they were conceived in the wombs.   

Jesus Presented in the Temple at Jerusalem (Lk. 2:22-39) (40 days old)   

“And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.  And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him.  And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.  And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.  And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth” (Lk. 2:22-39).    

The Mosaic Law was specific concerning purification after childbirth, “And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be fulfilled” (Lev. 12:4).   

QUESTIONS:   

	How many days after the Messiah’s birth was, he circumcised?   

	How many days after the Messiah’s birth was, he presented in the temple?   
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The Visit of the Wise Men (Matt. 2:1-12)  
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Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.  When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.  And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.  Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.  And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way” (Matt. 2:1-12)  

––––––––
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Concerning Herod, the Great John Gill writes:   


“This was Herod the great, the first of that name: the Jewish chronologer (s) gives an account of him in the following manner.  "Herod the first, called Herod the Ascalonite, was the son of Antipater, a friend of king Hyrcanus and his deputy; him the senate of Rome made king in the room of Hyrcanus his master. This Herod whilst he was a servant of king Hyrcanus (so in the (t) Talmud Herod is said to be עבדא דבית חשמונא a servant of the family of the Asmonaeans) king Hyrcanus saved from death, to which he was sentenced by the sanhedrim of Shammai; that they might not slay him for the murder of one Hezekiah, as is related by Josephus, l. 6. c. 44. and Herod took to him for wife Miriam, the daughter of Alexander the son of Aristobulus, who was the daughter's daughter of king Hyrcanus” (John Gill, Commentary of Matthew).   




The New Testaments speaks of four Herod’s.  The first, mentioned here in Matthew two, was called Herod the Ascalonite.  He was the son of Antipater, a friend and deputy of King Hyrcanus. 

He was made king in the room of Hyrcanus his master by the senate of Rome. 

The next Herod was the son of Herod the Great, Herod Antipas, who was referred to as Herod the tetrarch (Matthew 14:1;Luke 3:1).The word tetrarch signifies an action taken by his father when he divided his kingdom into four parts appointing his sons to rule each areas separately. This Herod Antipas was tetrarch of Galilee, the part of the kingdom assigned to him. He is the one Jesus was sent to during His trials and eventual crucifixion (Luke 23).This same Herod Antipas was the Herod who had John the Baptist murdered (Matthew 14).  

Third, Herod AgrippaI,the grandson of Herod the Great (Acts 12),was appointed to the position.  It was he who persecuted the church in Jerusalem and had the apostle James, the brother of John and son of Zebedee, put to death by the sword. By the hand of Herod Agrippa I, James became the first apostle to be martyred. Two of Agrippa I’s daughters were Bernice andDrusilla,mentioned inActs 24andActs 25. 

Lastly, Agrippa’s son,Herod Agrippa II,would rule.  He had a more compassionate heart and was instrumental in saving Paul from being tried and imprisoned in Jerusalem by the Jews who despised his teachings about Christ. King Agrippa, out of consideration for Paul being a Roman citizen, allowed Paul to defend himself, thereby giving Paul the opportunity to preach the gospel to all who were assembled (Acts 25, 26).Agrippa II was the last of the line of Herods. After him, the family fell out of favour with Rome.   

During the time of Christ’s birth, Herod the Great was cautious of his position.  He needed no turmoil or conflict to arise to raise the eyebrows of Caesar.  The arrival of the wisemen and their asking of the Messiah, as well as telling Herod of the star that guided them, cast great fear in the heart of the king.  Hence, the plot to kill the Christ child is set in motion by Herod.  First, he inquires of the Jews to where the child was to be born.  Then he asks the wisemen to take their journey and report back their findings concerning Jesus.   

The star rested above the place where the Messiah was laid.  Entering the stables, the wisemen rejoiced.  They immediately fell to their knees and worshiped Christ.  

Then they offered gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  Isaiah prophesied that gold and frankincense would be laid before the Savior (Isa. 60:6).  

These costly items would easily supply enough income for Joseph to provide for his family during his flight to Egypt.  No doubt God’s providence was at the center of this visit by the wisemen (Don Steward, Who Were the Herod’s? Blue Letter Bible) A(https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/stewart_don/faq/the-world-into-which-jesus-came/06-who-were-the-herods.cfm).

QUESTIONS:   

	What Herod did the wisemen converse with?   

	What gifts did the wisemen bring to Christ?   

	Why didn’t the wisemen return to Herod and tell him the location of the child?   


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Flight to Egypt (Matt. 2:13-15)  
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“And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.  When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son” (Matt. 2:13-15).   

Once again, the angel appears to Joseph in his dreams.  He instructs the young carpenter to leave Bethlehem and travel to Egypt about sixty miles away.  There was a large gathering of Jews in that area with a temple and synagogues for worship. It was also a Roman Province making it easy to cross the border into that region.   

“And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son” (Matt. 2:15).  The prophecy is found in Hosea 11:1. The wicked king Herod thought he was in control of the situation.  How little did he understand the concept of providence?  God had ordained a day, hour, and time for the death of   Jesus.  His purpose had to be accomplished before His end would come.   
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Massacre of Infant Boys in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16-18)  
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“Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not” (Matt. 2:16-18).   

Once the wise men did not return to Herod, he felt himself to have been tricked.  In his rage, he commanded his soldiers to kill every male child two years and under in Bethlehem and the surrounding coasts.  This fulfilled a prophesy made by Jeremiah made six hundred years earlier   (Jer. 31:15).   
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Return to Nazareth (Matt. 2:19-23) (5 or 4 B.C.)  
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“But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life. And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene” (Matt. 2:19-23).    

The angel appeared to Joseph after the death of Herod.  Before Herod died, he put to death his own son Antipater who most probably would have been a threat to Joseph and his family.  That would allow the plural “they” to make more sense.   

Once they arrived in Israel, the divided kingdom was still ruled by the Herod’s.  Archelaus reigned in Judaea which swayed Joseph to go elsewhere.  This fear was affirmed when Joseph received a message from God in a dream.  Hence, the carpenter and family traveled to the area of Galilee and resided in a town called Nazareth.  This was a small-town west of Capernaum and close to Cana.    

Once again you have the fulfilment of prophecy concerning the Messiah.  Several propose that this prophesy was a combination of Judges 13:5 and Isaiah 11:1.   

QUESTIONS:   

	Why did Joseph travel to Egypt?   







	What was the reaction of Herod concerning the betrayal of the wisemen?   

	When did Joseph and his family return to Nazareth?   
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Jesus Early Childhood (Lk. 2:40-52) (A.D. 8)  
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“And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.  And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.  But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.  And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.  And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.  And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.  And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.  And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?  And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them.  And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man” (Lk. 2:40-52).   

This is the only reference we have concerning Jesus as a young adolescent.  His parent being faithful Jews went up every year to the Passover.  All the men and children were commanded to make their appearance in Jerusalem three times a year (Exodus 34:23).  The three public festivals that were required were the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles.  And according to the Jewish canons, the age of twelve was the age when a child would begin to learn a trade.   

After eight days in the city, one day for the Passover, and seven days of the unleavened bread, the parents begin their journey back to Nazareth.  They came to realize that Jesus was not with them.  This was not carelessness on their part for the way the people travelled.  The men and women walked separately.  Therefore, Joseph might had thought the child was walking with some of the kinfolk.    

As frightened parents, Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem.  It took them three days to find Jesus who had stationed himself in the temple conversing with the learned men of Israel.     

“And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.”  Though it was not time for the Messiah to begin His ministry, His questions and answers proved Him to be someone extraordinary.    

“And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.”  Frightened parents in a frantic are under a great deal of stress.  In her concern she asked the Lord why he separated from them?  His reply pointed to His mission, “I must be about my Father’s business.”   

As the scriptures imply, Mary and Joseph had no clue 

what the Lord meant by such a statement.  The child was far 

brighter than any adult.  This was God in the body of a child.   

“And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.”  It was the Lord’s law to be obedient to parents (Exodus 20:12).  Thus,  Jesus returned with His parents to Nazareth showing obedience and respect to them.   

QUESTIONS:   

	What is the last recorded age of the child Jesus?   

	Why did they travel to Jerusalem?   

	How many days did it take for the parents of Jesus to find Him, and where was He found?   

	What is important in the statement, “And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them?”   


THE BEGINNING OF JOHN’S AND JESUS’ MINISTRY   

John Preaching by the River Jordan (Matt. 3:1-12; Mark 1:2-8; Luke 3:1-18) (30 A.D.)     In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.  And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matt.  

3:1-12).   

“As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.  And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.  I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost” (Mark 1:2-8).   

“Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall

















	When did John begin his ministry?   

	What did John tell the multitude to bring?   

	According to John, what did the publicans need to do?   

	According to John, what did the soldiers need to do?   

	In Luke 3:16-18, what did John say about the Messiah?   














	In what gospels is the baptism of Jesus recorded?   

	What are some significant facts does Jesus prove about baptism?   

	Does the Lord’s baptism prove the Godhead?   


d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
The Harmony 0!
the Gospels

-~

In the Steps of the»
o Messiah






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





