
A Heavenly Invitation

Respond if You Plan to Attend
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“For many are called, but few are chosen."

Matthew 22:14, RSV2CE.
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“For while we are still in this tent, we sigh with anxiety; not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee”.

2 Corinthians 5:4, RSV2CE.

Davalos (2009), in his electronic book The School of Spiritual Training, describes an interesting conversation between Arthur and Andrew, two friends who were discussing our shared participation in the drama of existence by the mere fact that we are all sons and daughters of God: 

“We have come into this world,  Arthur affirmed - with the scene previously prepared and a screenplay to play in our existence on this earth - God’s perfect will for our lives - and that our only freedom consists not in the time that it has been given to us to live but in what, and in how, we will use that time, that inexorably advances as a sand clock in different lengths for each one of us. Let’s look at it in this way: I believe that all of us here accept the fact that we have free will and that we can, despite how difficult our personal circumstances might be, decide what course of action we take in our lives to achieve our life purposes. This is because our spirit is an everlasting and unbreakable part of our being, and if we can establish a maintained connection with it to receive its energy, inspiration and directives, everything that we do will be transformed not only for our own good but for the good of all those that surround us”(p.19).

We have two options, Arthur continued – “To follow the commands of our own personality, our personal ego and sense of self-importance, which always looks for personal and selfish benefits that would complicate consequently our present existence, and the scene previously prepared for us; or, to follow the originating impressions of our soul, our spirit, which by means of being connected indissolubly with the ultimate reality and the divine plan, will help our existence to develop in agreement to the will of our Creator, and this by all means with our own free and voluntary participation in the drama of existence. To say it briefly, we came into this world either to do our own will, living the pipe dream of idolatry in which our world is still deeply immersed, or we came into this world to complement the will of our Creator actively, thus collaborating in the unfolding of His evolutionary plan”(p.20).

Then, we all know already beforehand, which is our script and how to represent it?  - asked Andrew. 

Not necessarily, answered Arthur – “only some lucky few people who have always been near their spirit through their personal efforts know it since they started to have the use of reason. The rest of us must look for it within ourselves in our hearts. Let us say that this libretto has been prepared by our Good Father, by the great Spirit who animates it all, and it is the specific mission that He requests of us to perform in this life for the unfolding of His divine plan and in our own benefit and of humanity as a whole” (p.20).

These valuable insights are helpful for all of us to know that for every individual life, everything will depend on our willingness to answer our Father in Heaven's heavenly and loving invitation. 
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“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you would. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”

Galatians 5: 16-18, RSV2CE.

Now that we are a part of humankind, are we free to wander around all our lives doing whatever we please?

Is our vocation to do what everybody does?

Is the pursuit of our own personal fulfillment our highest aspiration in this world?

Is being enslaved by desires and addictions, freedom?

“There is currently a growing number of people who are happy to become slaves right now in many of our world societies, and they call their captivity, freedom and independence. They are only helping Satan to spread his darkness throughout our planet. God will always direct events to achieve His goals with those who, in their free will, act in accordance with His divine will. To say it in other words, since God is omniscient, He knows with anticipation all the future movements of our lives and He always creates situations in which if our free will desires, we can always follow His perfect will for our lives” (Davalos, 2024, Heartless, The Body-Heart Disconnection, pp. 9-10).

“However, there is a human condition that connects us with and Adam and Eve, a fallen nature, that we share and that we now must endure, and a pride and a stubbornness to go our own way without God. In that sense, I guess we are a part of the same Adamic evolution because no matter how it all started 6000 or more years ago, our human iniquity is growing every day in our world” (Davalos, 2020. From Adam to Jesus, Journey Back to Paradise, p.6).

“The body can be both a friend and an enemy of a person, according to Saint Gregory of Nazianzus, a 4th-century archbishop of Constantinople, theologian, and doctor of the Church. Didymus the Blind (313-398), a Christian theologian in the Church of Alexandria, maintains that “the heart of the person leads the person as a whole towards good or bad deeds. And that freedom of will, however weakened through the fall of Adam and Eve, can allow a person who uses his free will to be spiritual, and by dominating all subordinate material instincts, can become similar to God” (Ferdinand Gahbauer OSB, Pinnacle of Creation, Heiligenkreuz, 2008, pp.82,93).

“The journey from disobedience to obedience to the will of our heavenly Father is contained in five simple words: Not my will, but thy will.  In our world, the darkness is fueled by intemperance. We can see that intemperance is severe and significant in our times. For indeed, as Saint Thomas Aquinas teaches so well in the Summa Theologica, sins of intemperance have a compelling role in darkening the intellect” (Davalos, 2021, Paul of Tarsus, Herald of the Risen Christ. Part I: His Heavenly Revelations, p.8). 

We may think of intemperance as the octopus of sin. It is an inveterate evil that can strike at the heart of even a preacher. It reaches into every pattern of human behaviour, wraps itself around all sins, and becomes the very entanglement of sin. Eventually, it robs man of his physical energy and prowess and sucks out his vital spiritual force. If left unchecked, it becomes first a supreme ruler, and finally a ruthless killer (C. E. Moseley, Jr, 1956. Intemperance - An Inveterate Evil. ministrymagazine.org).

The book of Ecclesiastes clarifies this point: “For to the man who pleases him God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy; but to the sinner he gives the work of gathering and heaping, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.” (Ecclesiastes 2:26, RSVCE).
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