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Introduction

When I began Stuff White People Like back in January 2008, my knowledge of white people was limited mostly to my twenty-nine years of being white. But I had traveled a bit and spent four years in graduate school, so I was still in a pretty good position to observe the habits of the modern white individual.

So I started writing about them. Little did I know that there would be so many people interested in white people and how to exploit them for personal gain. Things went well. I wrote a book, I went on a few talk shows, and for a while I thought I was a man who knew all he could know about being white.

Then I went on a book tour.

My travels took me to magical places like Madison, Wisconsin; Austin, Texas; Portland, Oregon; and Chapel Hill, North Carolina. It became painfully evident that I still had a lot to learn about white people.

There were handicrafts beyond my wildest dreams: “Another hemp hacky sack! Thanks, Boulder, Colorado!” During my journeys I was introduced to many exotic grains that I could now eat in place of processed flour and that would somehow fix everything that was wrong with me. “You’re right, I do feel more centered after eating this quinoa.”

It was an eye-opening experience that helped me realize that as much as all white people are the same, in many ways they are slightly, superficially different.

But then again, there are few things that white people like more than slight, superficial differences. For proof, ask one about the difference between punk and post-punk and you’re likely to see your afternoon evaporate with a drawn-out pointless argument.

So I’ve set out to continue finding all those things that bind white people together in unity, but this time I want to take it further. I want to take it to the independent coffeeshops of the college towns in the Midwest, the music festivals in rural Tennessee, the bicycle collectives in Los Angeles, and many more places.

Stuff White People Like is going regional.*


*If your city isn’t in here, I apologize. But remember, we’re all pretty much the same. Also, maybe you should consider a move to Brooklyn or Portland; every other white person is doing the same thing.







Boston, Massachusetts


	Overview White people in Boston are very proud of their blue-collar roots. However, for many of them, two generations is as close as they will ever get to a job requiring manual labor. This also extends to the many Bostonians who will still send their white children to public school, provided that public school is Boston Latin. Boston is also home to three alternative newsweeklies that provide many young writers with jobs that don’t pay enough to make rent. The Boston white person can also be found throughout rural New England, but this breed is special, having cast off the shackles of the workaday world to begin a small organic microbrewery, creamery, or farm.

	Strengths Mayflower relatives give them low-numbered license plates; can hold liquor.

	Weaknesses Baseball-induced depression; movies about Irish gangsters.

	Secret Shame They don’t really like the Dropkick Murphys.
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Red Sox hat.
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Harvard sweatshirt. Yet for some reason they are awkward about telling you they went to Harvard (“I went to school in Cambridge”).

[image: ]

Democratic Party gear everywhere.


1  Ivy League

The Ivy League is expensive, exclusive, and located in the Northeast and has campuses featuring beautiful, actual ivy-covered buildings. All these things are beloved by white people, so logically it would seem that they all love the Ivy League. But this is not true!

White people have a tortured relationship with the Ivy League, and if you broach the subject in the wrong way you can offend and even anger a white person.

But before getting into the more nuanced aspects of the subject, it’s important to know that all white people believe they are intelligent enough and have the work ethic required to attend an Ivy League school. The only reason they did not actually attend one is that they chose not to participate in the “dog and pony show” required to gain acceptance. White people also like to believe that they were not born into a privileged (enough) family for the coveted legacy admission. This should always be at the back of your mind as you discuss the Ivy League with a white person.

[image: ]

Once you have determined that a white person did not attend an Ivy League school, you should try to give them the opportunity to explain why their school was actually a superior educational experience. Some easy ways to do this: mention grade inflation, professors who value research over teaching, or high tuition costs. Any one of these will set a white person off on a multiminute rant.

When they have reached the end of their defense about why they chose the “right” school, you should say, “I knew a whole bunch of people who went to Harvard and none of them work as hard or are as smart as you.” This is a very effective technique for gaining acceptance among white people, since they need constant reassurance that they are smart and that they made the right choice with their life.

If you actually attended an Ivy League school, you will be seen as a threat, so prepare for a lot of questions from white people. They will constantly ask about how much work you had, the type of students at the school, the professors, your dorm room, and your reading lists, and they will try so hard to figure out your SAT score. They desperately need a source of comparison so that they can determine if you are actually smarter than them. In fact, the only way to stop this line of questioning is to imply that you only got in because of your minority status. Once you say that, white people will stop feeling threatened, since they can now believe they too would have been accepted to an Ivy League school if they were a minority. It also gives them a personal story about the effectiveness of affirmative action.

White people also like to call their school “the Harvard of the [insert region or athletic conference].” Do not challenge this; it will ruin their confidence.


2  Conan O’Brien

The news that Conan O’Brien would be replaced by Jay Leno caused white people to erupt with rage and hostility. You might have expected them to lash out and do something about it, like take to the streets or write letters to NBC to voice their dissatisfaction with the network. But no, white people solved this problem the way that they solved the election crisis in Iran: through Facebook and Twitter updates. In 2009, millions of white people took thirty-five seconds to turn their Twitter profiles green, and consequently sent a very powerful message to the leaders of Iran. Their message was that they wanted their friends to know that they would stop at nothing to ensure freedom and democracy for the Iranian people. Thanks in large part to that effort, Iran is now a functioning democratic paradise (as far as white people know). With that issue settled, white people launched a similar campaign for Conan that is sure to have similar results.

It is not hard to understand why white people love Conan O’Brien. He embodies so many of the things they already like: Ivy League schools, Red Hair, the Boston Red Sox, Self-Deprecating Humor, The Simpsons, and Bad Memories of High School (likely, but not confirmed). Seeing him on TV five nights a week gives white people who still have televisions a comforting sense of community.

If your plan is to try to use Conan O’Brien as a way to get white people to become more interested in you, then it is imperative that you understand a few key rules. First, all white people love “the Masturbating Bear.” If you don’t know what this is, do not worry. Just proclaim your love for the character, and the white person you are talking to will simply fill in the rest. Second, all white people believe that Andy Richter never should have left the show in the first place. And finally, you should do your best to develop a “Triumph the Insult Comic Dog” impression. All white people already have one, so you might as well try to fit in. Complete these steps and watch your friendship with white people become considerably smoother.

[image: ]

Now, the biggest and most important thing to remember is to never, under any circumstance, bring up a Conan O’Brien sketch or joke that has taken place in the last five years. You will be met with only blank stares. For you see, while white people will fiercely support Conan O’Brien in any public forum, they always fail to support him in the only way that actually helps—by watching his show.

Note: Under no circumstance should you ever mention that you prefer Jay Leno. This might cause white people to think you have the same taste in humor as the wrong kind of white people, or worse, their parents.


3  Single-Malt Scotch

There is no getting around the subject: white people love alcohol. From their refined tastes in French wine to their fervent consumption of Maine’s microbrews, booze makes up a very important part of white culture. But many white people soon realize there are only so many beers that one can drink, and that being an expert on wine is almost impossible. Currently the most realistic way for a white person to look like a wine expert is to look at a restaurant’s wine list and then promptly order a bottle of a cheap—but not the cheapest—bottle on the menu. Advanced white people will pretend they recognize and enjoy this moderately priced bottle of wine.
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With beer snobbery mastered and wine snobbery all but abandoned, white people were forced to try to find a new alcohol for snobbery. The process of elimination is a fairly simple procedure. First, any alcohol that’s mentioned by a rapper is immediately cast aside. Not just brands, but the alcohol itself. This is not because white people have any prejudice against rappers. Quite the opposite, in fact: their prejudice is simply against other white people who do what rappers tell them.

Increased sales of Grey Goose, Patrón, Hennessy, and Cristal have effectively erased any real opportunity for white people to participate in snobbery about each respective beverage. To a white person there could be no greater shame than waiting in line at a liquor store and having a twenty-year-old frat boy say to them:


“Oh what? You’re on that ’yak too?”

“This is a Hine Triomphe, perhaps the world’s finest—”

“I’m on that Hennessy!”



Even the possibility of this exchange has sent white people, especially white men, scrambling for an alcoholic beverage to set them apart from these wrong kinds of white people. What they found was single-malt scotch.

It has everything a white person could want. It’s got European heritage, it’s expensive, college-age white people avoid it, and perhaps most important, crotchety old white men love it. The latter point is especially important, since you should understand that white people, for whatever reason, are generally inclined to like or force themselves to like anything that angry, intelligent, old white men enjoy: sweaters, jazz, things made from wood, books, records, and complaining about how everything is terrible now.


4  Complaining About the Death of Print Media

White people are expert complainers. Witness the events that transpire after they are served a dish they didn’t order in a restaurant. But that type of complaining is done by all people. No, what white people are best at is complaining without being willing to actually do anything about the problem; see Conan O’Brien, Iran, Oil Spills, Air Pollution, Tuna Depletion, and any problem that would require them to make a sacrifice of time, money, or sushi dining experiences.

But in recent years, the biggest issue that has been bugging white people to the point of complaint but not action has been the death of print media. Bring up any newspaper and white people will begin saying how they fear for a world with no daily newspaper and that we will all suffer as professional journalists wither away and are replaced with silly blogs that have no importance.

This love of the print media comes from two places. The first is that all white people like to believe that they spend the majority of their news-consuming time reading the stories that matter and make a difference. Whether this is true is irrelevant, but it is a good way to appear smart to white people. Say something like “I can’t believe no one is getting upset about what the city government is doing right now. It’s like no one read that amazing piece in the paper.” The white person will agree with you and respect your news acumen.
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Second, white people fear the death of the print media because deep down all white people want to believe that it’s possible to make a living as a freelance writer. Of course, this is perhaps the biggest lie in white culture, pushing out such favorites as “I’m going to write a novel” and “I’ll be fine for retirement if I start saving when I’m forty.”

Of course, when you ask the white person if they actually subscribe to a daily newspaper, they will say that they get the Sunday New York Times. Which is a bit like saying you sponsor a child in Africa but only give enough money for him to eat on Sunday.





New York, New York


	Overview The New York City resident is one of the most envied white people in the entire world. Their access to art galleries, restaurants, public transit, and pools of hobo urine is second to none. Fiercely proud of their city, all New Yorkers consider themselves to be the last one in. That is to say, everyone who moved to New York after them made the city a considerably worse place to live and thus are not considered “real New Yorkers.”

	Strengths Can get you into places that don’t exist; able to survive in small spaces.

	Weaknesses Cannot go fifteen minutes without telling you they live in New York. Also driving.

	Secret Shame Actually from Ohio.
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Perpetually angry.
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Coat is the only remnant of life before moving to New York three years ago.
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iPhone with parents’ number on speed dial.
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Keys to $3,500-per month apartment.
Keys to office for $1,200-per-month job.


5  Unpaid Internships

Throughout most of the world, when a person works long hours without pay, it is referred to as “slavery” or “forced labor.” For white people this process is referred to as an internship and is considered to be an essential stage in white development.

The concept of working for little or no money under a mentor has been around for centuries in the form of apprenticeship programs. Young people eager to learn a trade would spend time working under a master craftsman to learn a skill that would eventually lead to an increase in the intern’s own material wealth.

Using this logic you would assume that the most sought-after internships would be in areas that lead to the greatest financial reward. Young white people, however, prefer internships that put them on the path for careers that will generally result in a decrease of material wealth (at least when compared to the wealth accumulated by their parents).
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For example, if you present a white nineteen-year-old with the choice of spending the summer earning $15 an hour as a plumber’s apprentice or making $0 answering phones at Acme Production Company, they will always choose the latter. In fact, the only way to get the white person to choose the plumbing option would be to convince them that it was leading toward an end-of-summer pipe art installation.

White people view the unpaid internship as their foot in the door to such high-profile low-paying career fields as journalism, film, politics, art, nonprofits, and anything associated with a museum. Any white person who takes an internship outside these industries is either the wrong type of white person or a law student. There are no exceptions.

If all goes according to plan, an internship will end with an offer of a job that pays $24,000 per year and consists entirely of the same tasks they were recently doing for free. In fact, the transition to full-time status results in the addition of only one new responsibility: feeling superior to the new interns.

When all is said and done, the internship process serves the white community in many ways. First, it helps train the next generation of freelance writers, museum curators, and director’s assistants. But second, and more important, internships teach white children how to complain about being poor.

So when a white person tells you about their unpaid internship at The New Yorker, it’s not a good idea to point out how the cost of rent and food will essentially mean that they are paying for the right to make photocopies. Instead it’s best to say, “You earned it.” They will not get the joke.


6  Foreign Accents

When a white person sees something that is commonly available, they are often on the lookout for a way to make it seem slightly different. This allows them to stand out from the crowd, but not so much so that they might alienate other white people. Common examples include ironic facial hair, a Mac laptop with stickers on it, or an ethnic spouse or child. The ability to be just different enough is considered very attractive to white people, and over the past century nothing has attracted more white people than an accent.

Before delving into the reasons behind the popularity of accents, it’s important to understand the system white people apply in determining whether an accent is sexy. For the most part, accents are only considered arousing if they come as a surprise. For example, if a white person encounters a Chinese person with a Chinese accent, that will not be considered particularly impressive. But if they encounter a Chinese person with a Swedish or Australian accent, that person will immediately become a crush object. For further evidence, ask any white person for their opinion on a successful black actor with a British accent.

When it comes to white people with accents, these same rules apply. There are few things more enjoyable to white people than meeting someone who appears to be exactly like them in every way except for their possession of an accent and a foreign passport. The latter is especially important, as it fuels every white person’s dream of dual citizenship, preferably between the United States and a European Union country. (In a pinch, Australia or Canada can be substituted for the U.S., but not for Europe.) Within minutes of meeting this foreign individual, most white people will have at least one fantasy involving a scenario where they can say, “Well, we have dual citizenship, so we’re thinking about raising the children in Europe.”

[image: ]

Of course, all of this presupposes that the person with the accent is of the opposite sex. An accented individual of the same sex may be considered a mortal enemy by most white people due to their unfair advantage in the white dating scene. Much like the competition for private schools, universities, and unpaid internships, the battle for acceptable spouses in the world of white people is cutthroat. And in the social-sexual rankings of white people, the right accent can compensate for a graduate degree, up to $40,000 a year in income, and bad teeth.

In the event that you find yourself competing with an accented person for a potential mate, it’s best advised that you give up immediately or contact your local immigration enforcement office. These are your only options.


7  British Slang

The vocabulary of white people is constantly evolving. From actually saying Internet shorthand (OMG!) to trying to incorporate terms they read in Wired magazine, white people are always adding to their personal dictionaries. But these are both fairly recent developments. The one area that white people are always looking to co-opt is slang. Of course, nothing will ever top white people’s love for African-American slang, but that’s not to say they are afraid to borrow from other areas. In recent years, no area of slang has seen a larger spike in growth than British.

The use of British slang in everyday conversation says so much about the person using it. Not only does it imply that they have likely done a study abroad in the U.K.; it also suggests that their cable package includes BBC America. Within white culture, an affinity for British programming that has no chance of ever crossing over to America is seen as a very desirable thing indeed. For proof just ask any white person about The Mighty Boosh or Garth Marenghi’s Darkplace.
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By far and away the biggest reason white people start talking with British slang is the films of Guy Ritchie or Trainspotting. It is scientifically impossible for a white person to watch the first half of Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels and not start using words like shite and wanker.

If you have any familiarity with British slang, it is essential that you keep your mouth shut around white people. It has been proven that British slang expression spreads faster than chlamydia among a group of white people.

If you do not believe this, there is a simple test you can perform. Before leaving a group situation simply say the words “Cheers, mate” instead of “Goodbye.” Within twenty-four hours, emails written to you will end with that expression, and the next day at work will sound like you’ve stepped into the worst Cockney pub in the world.


8  Anthony Bourdain

One look at Anthony Bourdain’s life accomplishments and it’s no surprise that white people like him: famous chef, bestselling author, and television host who flies around the world eating local and exotic foods. He is truly a hero to white people everywhere.

In each episode of his TV show he travels to a new city and a guide instantly whisks him away to a restaurant or food stall that is proclaimed to be for locals only. Bourdain eats something that some people might consider to be gross, then proceeds to spend the next ten minutes complaining about tourists who only want to eat at chain restaurants.
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This not only makes him feel better about pretending that the salted gallbladder he just ate was actually delicious, it also reminds the white people watching the show that they are better than everyone else. There hasn’t been a show this reaffirming to white people since Seinfeld.

During the show he is also fond of talking about how he hates when too many white people start eating at a local ethnic restaurant. Which makes sense considering he’s doing a show that specifically directs white people to these very establishments.

But the part of the show that fills white people with the most glee is when he goes to a very expensive high-end restaurant run by one of his friends. This is important because all white people respect high-end restaurants and all have elaborate fantasies about one day being able to eat at one. And there is the great value of this show.

Begin discussing No Reservations with a white person and try to steer the conversation toward a restaurant that Bourdain went to in Europe. Then use the following script.


“If I can get a reservation, I’m going to Spain and I’m eating at elBulli.”

“How much is it?”

“About four hundred euro per person, not including wine or the flight.”

“So my kid is selling candy bars to raise money for his school; can I get you to buy some?”



If the white person immediately caves and agrees to help out, then you have won a small victory. But the larger prize comes if they try to pretend they are broke.

If the white person rebuffs you, all you need to say is “So you have a few thousand dollars to spend on foie gras and truffles, but not ten bucks to help out some kids at public school? Class act, Josh.”

Your child will be the top fund-raiser at your school. Or you will have made enough in false school candy bar sales to take a trip to elBulli.
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