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Husband Killer Michelle Hall

It’s never easy being a member of a blended family. There’s a certain understanding that comes along with a second or third marriage – especially one involving children – that there is going to be a fundamental need for combined effort, tolerance and compromise.

When Michelle Garner remarried for what would be the third and last time, family and friends believed she had finally found happiness after reconnecting with an old high-school flame. 

John Brittson “Britt” Hall, an aircraft mechanic and home builder, had known his own fair share of heartache; he was recently divorced when he found his old high school girlfriend, Michelle, on an online dating web site. 

Britt Hall and Michelle Garner first met in 1986 while attending high school in Newnan, GA. The two briefly dated before Michelle Hall graduated in 1987. 

“They both were in the popular clique,” forensic psychologist Robert Brion said. “Britt was a baseball player that all of the girls had a crush on. Michelle was popular herself, very outgoing with a lot of friends.”

The parents of Britt and Michelle were friends as well but they didn't consider the dating relationship between Michelle and Britt to be a serious one. After graduation, Michelle would move away and she would marry a man named Rusty Hart. The couple would have two daughters until their divorce in 1996. 

The single mom worked as a dental assistant to support her daughters. Times were tight until 1999 when she met and married Steve Davis. 

“Steve Davis was a businessman,” Brion said. “He was divorced himself with a daughter of his own. He met Michelle and quickly fell for her charms as she could come across as a very warm and caring person. He asked her to marry him after about a year of dating.”

Michelle would become pregnant during the union and give birth to her third daughter, Alyssa. 

Unfortunately, her second marriage met the same fate as her first and within a few years, the couple had filed for divorce, citing irreconcilable differences.

Britt did well for himself after high school, becoming an airline mechanic for Delta Airlines. He made good money with Delta until they laid him off. He then went into business with his father in home construction until ultimately returning back to Delta after they had a rehire. 

His marriage started to fail, however. His first wife cited that Britt had “mental problems” and filed for divorce, stating that the marriage was “irretrievably broken.”

“Britt's first wife would take him to court at least six to eight times a year after their divorce,” Brion said. “He was depressed and the court visits weren't helping.”

His divorce would coincide with Michelle's impending divorce with Steve Davis. Her divorce with Davis was a particularly nasty one and Britt could sympathize. They would reconnect over a dating website. 

In the midst of her own divorce, Garner was happy to find love again with Britt Hall as they rekindled old flames. Shortly after reconnecting, Britt invited Michelle over for Sunday lunch with his family, and all seemed well for the couple.

“Michelle did mention to Britt's family that she was going through some difficult times with her divorce,” Brion said. “She was cheerful throughout but hinted that the custody battles she was going through were quite serious.”

Little did Britt Hall's family know that their excitement would soon be turned to devastation; a tragedy that would make national headlines and be detailed in various murder documentaries.

THE BRADY BUNCH

Ronald Hall, Britt's father was all to happy to have Michelle back in his son's life. At least at first.

“We visited and talked,” Ronald said. “And she came in and was just as happy as she ever was,” he said.
It wasn’t long before Britt Hall’s romance with Garner turned more serious, and the two tied the knot in September of 2006. The new marriage was an adjustment, to say the least. Britt had three children from his previous marriage and Michelle Hall had three of her own children as well. The blended family of eight was now living in Britt Hall’s town home.
“You can imagine how tight the living quarters were,” Brion said. “But Michelle's girls really took to their new stepfather. They became comfortable enough to call him 'Dad'.”

Britt wanted a bigger home and decided to build a large home with the help of his father. The men paid for contractors to pour concrete and establish the foundation, but father and son built the majority of the house by hand. 

“People didn't know where the couple were getting the money to build the house,” Brion said. “But Britt did most of the work himself after the foundation was laid. So he was able to save a lot of money when it came to sweat equity. That's a testimony to how badly he wanted the marriage between he and Michelle to work out.”

When all was said and done, Britt  and Michelle Hall were the proud owners of a beautiful 4100 square foot home on ten acres, the perfect place to spend the rest of their lives together. The brand new house boasted vaulted ceilings, granite counter tops, and a finished basement. The construction would prove to be a house of cards, however, as things were brewing underneath the surface. 

Michelle didn’t have much luck with her two previous marriages, and although individual accounts may vary, her two former husbands are both to have reported being abused by Michelle during the course of their marriage.

Michelle never had a firm grasp on her emotions and didn't handle anger well. These character flaws would not bode well for her life with Britt. Dealing with both partners’ ex-spousal issues including custody and visitation, Michelle and Britt found themselves tinkering on the edge of divorce after a few months into their marriage. 

“The way Britt and Michelle handled their issues were different,” said family friend Sue Mathis. “Michelle was quicker to speak her mind and a lot of times, Britt just wanted her to try to gain a little bit more self-control.”

Dealing with his own ex-wife and their similar divorce problems, Britt Hall was also facing his own internal battles with depression. Although he wasn’t often the instigator in their frequent arguments, he was known to fervently engage in the verbal conflicts. While this certainly wasn’t conducive to a happy and fruitful marriage, Britt Hall made it clear to friends he would not give up on his family and the life he had built.  

The next couple of years came with continued stress, intensified by financial worries after the Halls realized they had gotten too far deep in debt as a result of building their dream home. Notices of foreclosure, liens on the house, and over-extensions were haunting the couple and causing both spouses to hit a breaking point.

On July 30, 2008, it was another typical tense day in the Hall household. Friends say Britt Hall, already aggravated due to a landscaper failing to complete a job on time, went to the store to pick-up hot dogs for a family get-together.

“Hey hon,” Britt said as he called his wife. “How many hot dogs do you think I should get-”

“Count how many damn people are here,” Michelle snapped. “That's how much you should get.”

This would be the snide comeback that would break the straw in Britt's back. He grew tired at her constant bickering and baiting. When he came home that evening, a fight would ensue.

Michelle’s youngest daughter, Alyssa, was in the living room watching television as her mother vacuumed to prepare for the company soon arriving. When Britt Hall told Alyssa to turn the TV down, another argument between the couple ensued and Hall immediately told her daughter to go upstairs to her bedroom and not come out until she was called.

There are only two individuals who know the details of what followed on that evening, and only one of them lived to tell. When all was said and done, Britt would be dead and Michelle would be charged with murder. 

The 911 call came in at 8:02 p.m. by a frantic Michelle who told dispatchers that her husband had tried to kill her and commit suicide. 

“He shot at me, and we were fighting to get it,” Michelle told dispatchers regarding the weapon. She said she heard the gun go off twice. Seconds later, she told dispatchers her husband was turning blue.

When police arrived, Britt Hall was dead and had three noticeable gunshot wounds to his body: one on his left arm, one on his right thigh, and a close-range shot to his chest. Michelle Hall, bruised, scraped and covered in blood, told first responders the same story she had told dispatchers: her suicidal husband had tried to kill her before turning the gun on himself. 

Prior to further investigation, deputies on the scene immediately called Britt Hall’s parents and told them their son had committed suicide. The Halls refused to believe the news.

“Things just seemed to be going too good at this time in his life for him to have done that,” said his mother, Charlene Hall. “I knew he didn’t kill himself; I knew for a fact that didn’t happen.”

It didn’t take long for police to begin seeing the crime scene a little differently than Michelle had described. Blood splatter and numerous bullet holes covered the downstairs bedroom, and a trail of blood led into the bathroom where Britt Hall’s lifeless body now lay. If this was a suicide, there sure was a struggle beforehand. 

Investigators gave Michelle the opportunity to explain the scene. She told how an argument between the couple turned violent when Britt Hall threw her onto the bed. He immediately went into the study and she followed him. 

Then she noticed the gun on the computer desk.

Knowing her husband was battling depression, she said she immediately became concerned with his safety, worried that he may use the gun to harm himself.

Michelle stated that she instinctively dove for the gun, and that’s when Britt Hall reached for it as well and the two began struggling for possession. 

After both Michelle and her husband lost control of he gun, she quickly picked up the weapon and began shooting rounds into the walls and floor in an effort to unload the gun.

In the hall, Britt Hall caught up with her and that’s when she said he threatened to kill her. In yet another entanglement of an attempt for control of the gun, Michelle said the gun accidentally went off. This shot punctured Britt Hall’s thigh, and that’s when Hall claimed she went to call for help. 

Britt Hall began crawling into the bathroom, unable to walk and calling out her name for help. When she approached him, gun in hand, she said he grabbed the pistol from her, put it to his chest, and pulled the trigger.

The problem with her story, however, was that most suicides don’t entail multiple gunshot wounds. Additionally, the manner in which the fatal shot was delivered raised eyebrows for investigators.

“I’ve worked many suicides in my career, and I’ve never worked a suicide that I can remember where a man had shot himself in the chest,” Lt John Lewis said.

Furthermore, the gunshot wound on Britt Hall’s chest had no signs of charring or burning around the entry wound, signs which usually indicate a self-inflicted wound.

Britt Hall also had a shattered elbow and a bullet hole in his left arm. Three different shots, all which led investigators to believe they weren’t being told the whole story.

Michelle did her best to persuade the investigative team to believe her story, but her story changed upon being brought to the station for questioning. While at first she claimed the two struggled for control over the gun, she then claimed Britt Hall
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