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			Dedication

			
		
    Revelation 21:1. And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.





Astronomers tell us that, within living memory, several starry worlds have burnt out, and vanished out of sight. The apostle Peter has told us that this world also will be destroyed by fire, but it will afterwards be renewed, and a new sky and a new earth will appear after the first firmament and the first earth shall have become extinct. God means that this planet should continue to exist after it has had a new creation, and renewed its youth. The regeneration of his people, their new birth, is a foretaste of what is yet to happen to this whole world of ours. We have the first-fruits of the Spirit, and we groan within ourselves while we wait for the fullness of that new creation. «The first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea,» because the sea is the emblem of separation, and destruction, and unrest. The sea hath her dead which shall be given up. The sea now cannot rest nor be quiet, but all shall be calm and tranquil in the new heaven and the new earth.








— Charles Spurgeon
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​Prophetic Profile: The Last Week


Introduction to Prophecy
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Prophecy is a traditional Christian discipline that helps us to understand historical events and the future as described and manifested in the Bible. We are encouraged to study it in the context of the narrative of Scripture and to understand its role in God's planning and in the redemption He is bringing about through His Son, Jesus Christ. Prophecy is a divine act of revelation that God uses to give us a light on our path on earth. This light tells us who we are, why we are here and where we are headed. The study of prophecy also helps us understand God's plan and how He reveals His character and purposes to us as events occur in the world. These truths help us establish a deep connection with God by understanding how we are connected to Him in all situations of our lives. 

When we understand what the Bible says about the future, we are encouraged to live a life of hope and faith, separated from the world around us, without falling into the thoughts and behavior of the world. 

Thus, the study of prophecy deepens and broadens our communion with God, helping us to understand that Christ is our only hope in a world destined for destruction. If we approach His Word, prophecy will encourage us to live differently from others, to put our faith in ourselves and to allow our decisions to be guided by truth. Thus, prophecy will not only help us understand the future, but also prepare us for the present, through a greater understanding of the past.

​Key chapters

Genesis 10 and 11 narrate the division of the structure of the world into nations. Chapter 12 introduces us to the story of the man named Abram. The divine purpose is to recover the nations of the world through Abraham and his seed. The blessing he has in mind will come in the millennium.

Deuteronomy 32 narrates a succinct but complete history of the nation of Israel from their bondage in Egypt to peace and prosperity in the land of Immanuel. In this "Song about the Rock" one finds the prophetic roots. Israel's unfaithfulness and God's faithfulness are highlighted, especially in terms of their course of action in the land. The prophetic section is 32:15 to 43.

One can discern the divine procedure only by looking carefully at the content of certain other chapters as well; namely, Daniel 9, Matthew 5 through 7, 13, 24 and 25. 

Israel is not God's people now; God's interests on earth are focused on the Church. Nevertheless, Israel is the only people on earth whose history is secure. It is the only nation that has never been without a remnant faithful to God. Today He does not recognize the remnant as a nation, but He nevertheless exercises provident oversight in relation to that people.

​What is prophecy

Prophecy is the disclosure of the mind and will of God. In essence, it deals with the rights of Christ and the vindication of His majesty in this world. It is more proclaiming than prognosticating, although many of the Old Testament prophecies were characterized by prediction. In this booklet we will deal mostly with what is yet to happen.

Prophecy is a proof of the Godhead, for God alone distinguishes between the beginning and the end. "I declare the things to come from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done," Isaiah 46.10. In 41:22, 23 He challenges Israel for their idol worship, saying, "Bring, declare to us what is to come..... Give us tidings of what is to be afterward, that we may know that you are gods."

Prophecy constitutes a major part of the Scriptures. It is said that two-thirds of the Bible is prophetic. It is evident that the Christian ignorant of prophetic subjects is not well suited for ministry or service.

Having said that, a word of caution is in order. It is very easy to study the prophetic word out of mere curiosity. It is typical of human beings to be intensely interested in what lies ahead. But, to be spiritually profitable, the study of prophecy must have real consequences in our soul. It must produce a sincere interest in the welfare of our neighbors, filling us with compassion for their souls. Abraham, for example, prayed to God to know what would happen in the cities of the plain.

The amazing thing is that God discloses to us His plans and purposes for the earth. He takes his people into his confidence as to his intentions. Again the patriarch is an example: "Shall I disclose to Abraham what I am going to do?" Genesis 18:17.

As we have already commented, prophecy has to do with the earth. Israel is a subject of prophecy. 2 Peter 1:19 informs us that the prophetic word is a light that shines in a dark place, and this world is that morally dark place. The Church, on the other hand, is a subject of revelation, being heavenly in its calling, character and destiny. In popular jargon, it is something "out of this world".

It is also important to note that the prophecies are not being fulfilled today. During the Church age, prophecy is in abeyance. By this we mean that the prophetic word is inoperative during the period between the completion of Daniel's 69th week and the beginning of the 70th week.

​Prophetic speeches

In the two days immediately before his death, the Lord delivered two important discourses to his disciples, one on the Mount of Olives and the other in the upper room. Matthew, Mark and Luke record the Olivet discourse. The second discourse is in John 14, but John does not include the first in his Gospel.

The discourse on the mount is an extension of Daniel's prophecies and the predictions of other Old Testament prophets. It is the final message of the Lord's ministry on earth in His character as the Messiah. He addresses his disciples as representatives of a faithful remnant of Israel in expectation of the earthly glory of the kingdom.

In contrast, the discourse in the upper room introduces something new and must therefore be differentiated from Christ's previous teaching concerning Israel. It is a divine revelation dealing with the Father's house and heavenly glory. We must also distinguish between what Titus 2:13 calls (a) the blessed hope, and (b) the glorious manifestation. Manifestation is prophecy; hope is revelation.
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​​The times of the Gentiles
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Perhaps due attention is not given to what the Lord called in His Olivet discourse, Luke 21:24, "the times of the Gentiles". These "times" have been going on for 2500 years now, and are undoubtedly coming to an end. 

Only one of the Old Testament prophets deals specifically and comprehensively with this subject, and that is Daniel. In his book he presents in vision, history and prophecy the times of the Gentiles, and we will now look at this important subject in five parts: the beginning, the continuity, the character, the control and the conclusion.

As for the beginning of these times, it is estimated that the year was 606 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, invaded the land of Israel and Judah, besieged Jerusalem and took captive a good part of the inhabitants, Daniel among them. It was on this occasion that God ceased to rule the earth directly, and this event marked a crucial stage in the history of the planet. It brought about a change in the manner in which He exercised His lordship over men and their affairs.

It had not been the original intention that the Gentiles should rule the earth. God placed His earthly people, the nation of Israel, as the pivot in the system of nations and ruled from the throne of David as "God of the whole earth", Joshua 3:13. But, because of Israel's unfaithfulness, disobedience and idolatry, He disowned that throne and ruled as the God of heaven, no longer directly from an earthly throne, but providentially from a heavenly throne. 

During the period of Israel's estrangement there were several who sought earthly supremacy, among them Egypt and Assyria, but it was Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon that God strengthened to defeat Assyria, Egypt and then Israel. In this way he became the first of the Gentile emperors, supreme in earthly government. This fact marked the beginning of the period that the Lord would call the times of the Gentiles. The end of the period will come with the coming of the warrior King in power and majesty, accompanied by his heavenly army.

There has been, then, continuity in these times from the empire of Babylon and the absolute dominion of Nebuchadnezzar until now.

Nebuchadnezzar's dream -Daniel 2.31 to 36- of a metallic man represents the whole of Gentile imperialism in all its pomp and power. The image prophetically presents the political history of some 2500 years. The first of the emperors received his power directly from God; the later ones received theirs providentially. "Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee kingdom, and power, and strength, and majesty. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, he hath given them into thine hand, and hath given thee dominion over all; thou art that head of gold," Daniel 2.37, 38. It is noteworthy that, twelve months before this dream, God had revealed to Jeremiah that, "these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years," Jeremiah 25.11.

As presented in the colossus of the dream, the times of the Gentiles consist of four world powers that mount the stage in a row. Divine revelation speaks of four, no more and no less. Thus, apart from them no other power will attain world supremacy. Notwithstanding their endeavor, no other has been able or will be able to gain world dominion; over the centuries God has said to the Napoleons and Hitlers, "No more. And they failed.

The four world empires are distinguished in the various parts of the image and by the metals of which they were composed: 


By divine interpretation, the golden head represents the Babylonian empire. 

The silver chest and arms feature the Medo-Persian empire. 

Copper belly and thighs, Greek Macedonian empire, generally known 
as the Grecian. 
Legs of iron, and feet of a mixture of iron and baked clay, 
to the Roman Empire. 

The toes of those feet represent that empire in its future form as composed of ten confederated kingdoms under the command of the Roman prince to appear; see Revelation 13 and 17. Is this the form that the revived Roman empire is beginning to assume in its embryonic European Common Market?

Now, there are two characteristics that we must observe in the metals and empires symbolized: the deterioration of the value of the metal as one looks from head to toe; and the decrease in the weight of the metals: gold, silver, copper and then iron and clay.

This suggests deterioration in the form of government in successive empires. The sequence and specific gravity of the metals, from top to bottom, manifest historical and prophetic facts, namely, a gradual internal disintegration and ultimately a precipitous and absolute collapse. The Rock cut without human hands would strike the colossus, exaggeratedly top-heavy, in its most vulnerable part: the feet of iron and mud. With this, the colossus would disappear forever.

We have seen that the political character of the Gentile empires is represented in the different parts of the image and their relative values. We learn their moral character from the corresponding vision in Daniel chapter 7 which Daniel received some sixty-two years after that of Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 2. Now the figure is not of metals, but of monsters, namely, wild beasts emerging from the troubled waters of the Great Sea, the Mediterranean. Thus it is emphasized that the style of the Gentile powers would be rapacious and cruel.

We then move on to the control to which we would be subject. Nevertheless, we must keep in mind that God always rules over his creatures. We have already commented that in these times he does not do so directly, from a throne raised above the earth, as he did with Israel, but he nevertheless watches over the conduct of mankind and exercises his dominion over the nations in a way that we call providential. The affirmation of Daniel 4:32 is in force: "The Most High has dominion in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whom he wills".

The conclusion of the times of the Gentiles will be catastrophic. The impact of the Rock will split the Gentile kingdoms in pieces; Christ will manifest Himself in power and glory and inaugurate the kingdom of God.

The entire statue falls before a single blow. That is, the four empires disappear simultaneously, giving us to understand that all four will exist at that definitive moment when Christ assumes his majestic character of King / Warrior. His coming will put an end to the times of the Gentiles.

With this, the fifth empire will fill the earth. It will be the empire of the Rock, the eternal kingdom of the Savior who died in the Skull and who will manifest Himself as the universal Monarch of the earth. Wonderful day of deliverance for a suffering and confused world! The kingdom will be established on the principle of righteousness, and peace will cover the millennial world. All those who survive the great tribulation will greet the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and the earth will be filled with His glory, even as the waters cover the sea.
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​​The Four Horseless Carriages
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Zechariah 6.1 to 8

At the beginning of Zechariah chapter 6 we find the record of the eighth and last of six visions received by the prophet Zechariah, son of Berechiah. The word of Jehovah was given to the prophet on the 24th day of the eleventh month, Shebat, in the second year of King Darius, ruler of the Medo-Persian empire, which had already overthrown the first of the four Gentile empires, namely, the Babylonian world.

We see four chariots in the chapter. They come out in sequence from between two copper mountains, pulled by horses of different colors. The first chariot is accompanied by sorrel [red] horses; the second by black horses; the third by white horses; the last, by overo rocios rodados [speckled and bay; swift] horses. 

The singular thing is that none of them had a rider but neither were they out of control. An invisible rider was steering their course with a firm hand on the reins. 

The fact that they came out from between two mountains of copper suggests that their movements were within a predetermined plan of action. Copper [not bronze] in Scripture symbolizes God's righteous judgment in dealing with human sin. Copper lined the altar in the court of the tabernacle of old, where in figure God dealt with the sin of the people.

These chariots represent the four Gentile powers that would occupy the world stage, each in turn, during the time of the Gentiles. This vision of Zechariah gives us a glimpse behind the scenes of what is happening in earthly governments throughout the period of Gentile rule over the world.

We are struck by the designation of God in this chapter. It is "the Lord of all the earth." It is a millennial title and relates to the unfolding of God's counsels in relation to the earth. He does not rule it directly, as He did before the defection of Israel, His earthly people, but He has by no means abandoned His throne or relinquished His supremacy over the whole world. The four horseless chariots express this invisible performance of God and delineate the course of the Gentile power. Of course, in the kingdom age ahead Christ will establish his throne of glory on earth in Zion, the future political capital of the universal kingdom.

Nevertheless, and notwithstanding the apparent confusion and conflict in the world in our times, it is encouraging for God's people to recognize that the movements of men and nations are still under God's control and that He sets limits according to His own designs. "Copper mountains" restrain human powers and ensure the realization of divine counsels.

The different colors of the horses highlight the distinctive nature of the symbol. The chariot drawn by the red horses represents the great Babylonian empire; the one with the black horses, the Medo-Persian empire that existed in Zechariah's time; and the others, the Grecian and Roman empires, respectively. Two adjectives describe the horses of the fourth chariot: overos and rucios. It has been suggested that they present the Roman empire of old and its coming revival.

Zechariah asked the angel who was conversing with him, "My Lord, what are these?" The angel's answer was, "These-the chariots and horses-are the four winds of the heavens, which go forth after they have appeared before the Lord of all the earth."

It is clear from the words of the angel addressed to Daniel by the river Hidekel, Daniel 10:12 to 21, that unregenerate men are under the influence and motivation of non-human beings, although it is seldom acknowledged by the people or nations thus manipulated. Ephesians 6:12 refers to these beings as the rulers of the darkness of this universe, namely, the darkness that has permeated an entire godless world. But they can operate only as far as "the Lord of all the earth" permits, since God occupies his universal throne.

It is noted that no mention is made of operations on the part of the sorrel horses, or red horses. They correspond to the Babylonian empire, which had already been overthrown by the Medes and Persians (the chariot drawn by black horses, 6:6) when Zechariah received the vision. God had judged Babylon's arrogance and idolatry by the second of the world powers. Cyrus, emperor of the Medo-Persians, had acted favorably toward the Jewish captives, allowing some to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. Historical records confirm that God often deals providentially with aggressive nations, which not infrequently employ their evil forces to bring about their own destruction.

But the Medo-Persian empire had not learned by the fall of the Babylonian. Therefore, in due time the Greeks-the chariot drawn by white horses-in turn defeated the second empire in the sequence. "...the whites went out after them [the black horses]," 6.6. In due course of time the roan overo horses left for the land of the south; that is, the Romans replaced the Greeks/Macedonians.

The final verse of the vision, 6.8, refers again to the chariot with black horses: "Then he called me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, they that went out into the north country have caused my Spirit to rest in the north country". The idea is of having satisfied his indignation towards the northern country. That is to say, the effect of the liquidation of the wicked and proud Babylon, already accomplished by the Medo-Persians, had satisfied the anger of the Lord of the whole earth toward the idolatrous empire of Nebuchadnezzar.

In summary, the four horseless chariots represent phases in Gentile imperialism. Obeying by "remote control" the sovereign will of God, they effect their rule of the earth during the time of the Gentiles. 
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​​The Olivet Discourse
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Matthew 24 and 25

Undoubtedly the most important passage that deals in a comprehensive way with the subject of the great tribulation is the discourse that the Lord gave on the Mount of Olives. Let us take a bird's eye view of it. An analysis of Matthew 24 and 25 could distinguish three sections at the outset:


The coming of the Lord in relation to the Jews, 24.1 to 44

The coming of the Lord in relation to the professing church, 24:45 to 25:30

The coming of the Lord in relation to the Gentiles, i.e., the nations, 25:31-46


A proper understanding of Matthew 24 helps in the interpretation of many other portions of Scripture, and one must keep in mind that the character of Christ set forth in this Gospel is that of the Messiah of Israel. The entire Gospel of Matthew deals with the question of whether or not the nation of Israel would receive Him.

His lamentation over Jerusalem, 27:37 to 39, carries three truths:


He was leaving, having been rejected by the nation he came to

During his absence there would be desolation in Israel and the destruction of the temple 
in Jerusalem, because these people had rejected him as their Messiah.
There will be a future return of this Blessed One, when He will be received 
with sincerity by the nation that once disowned and crucified Him.

And, at the beginning of Matthew 24 there are three questions that the disciples asked Jesus privately in light of that lamentation. Leaving the temple for the last time, He answers. His answer to the first question is in Luke 21; the answers to the other two, in the Gospel according to Matthew.

​An analysis

The Olivet Discourse consists of: 


The disciples' questions, 24.1 to 3

The development of the period preceding the end of the age: 
its course, conditions and character, 24.4 to 14
Instructions to the godly remnant of Israel as to 
their conduct in the great tribulation, 24.15 to 28
A description of the second advent; 
the sign of the Son of Man in heaven, 24.29 to 31
Illustrative parables as a parenthesis, 24.32 to 25.30

The conclusion of the speech, 25.31 to 46


There are two groups of three parables in the parenthesis:


The fig tree, the days of Noah and the thief in the night. 
These have to do with the Jewish position.
The servants, the virgins and the talents. These have to do with Christianity.


The conclusion of the discourse deals with the discriminatory judgment that is the judgment of the nations, the Gentiles. A seventh parable illustrates this.

​The unprecedented period

The Lord speaks specifically of a time of unparalleled persecution and suffering that is yet in the future. Both Jeremiah and Daniel had mentioned it. 


Ah, how great is that day! so great that there is none like it; a time of trouble for Jacob, but he shall be delivered out of it, Jeremiah 30.7.

It shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there were people until then; 
but at that time your people shall be delivered, all who are found written 
in the book, Daniel 12.1.

In Matthew 24:21 the Lord says: "Then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be". 

​The scope of the tribulation

The great tribulation will particularly impact the Jews inhabiting the land of Israel at that time, but all the inhabitants of the earth will also suffer. We quote three passages from Revelation:


I will keep thee from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to try them that dwell upon the earth, 3.10 *.

* The Church of God will be removed from the earth, and from the sphere of time, before the beginning of the tribulation period. "The hour of trial" in this verse is a longer span than the great tribulation proper, embracing all of Daniel's 70th week, namely, seven or more years.

Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the other trumpet blasts 
which the three angels are about to sound! 8.13
Woe to those who dwell on the earth and in the sea! for the devil has come down 
to you in great wrath, knowing that he has but a short time, 12.12

​The duration of the tribulation

The tribulation will prevail for the seven years corresponding to Daniel's 70th week. It will begin with the formalization of the fateful treaty between the Roman prince, the head of the western bloc of nations, and the Antichrist, the apostate king of the Jews who will then rule in Jerusalem. The mass of the nation of the Jews will support the treaty, Daniel 9:27, and after 3 ½ years their tribulation will increase due to dramatic events.

After the encounter between the angelic hosts in heaven, Satan and his fallen spirits, defeated by Michael and his holy angels, will suffer the ignominy of being excluded from their present environment and restricted to earth for the second half of the 70th Week.

These 3 ½ years-the second half-are what is best translated "the tribulation, the great one," translated in Matthew 24.21 and Revelation 7.14 as simply "the great tribulation." This period of horror is described as 3 ½ years in Daniel 9.27, forty-two months in Revelation 11.2, 13.5, and 1260 days in Revelation 11.3, 12.6. And, in Daniel 7.25 it is "time, and times, and half a time," or one plus one plus a division of time. This is confirmed in 9.27, where the prophecy speaks of "half a week." This is a prophetic week of seven years understood literally.

​The decree

By divine decree, the population of the earth may be exterminated, God has placed a strict limit on this period. It will not exceed by one day the 1260 listed in Matthew 24:22. For the pious Jews and believing Gentiles who will be preserved throughout the forty-two months of bloodshed, it will be of great comfort to them to know that the span has been fixed beforehand.

The end will be realized by the personal return of the Son of Man to execute judgment and deliver the saints from their distress.

​Terminology

It is important that we are clear about the meaning of certain words in the context of the great tribulation, so that we understand the purpose of the prophecy correctly.

In Matthew 24:15, 18 the Lord mentions the warning sign that will send the remnant of pious Jews to flee to the mountains. It is clear that these instructions are for the people residing in Judah on that occasion. The Church of God is not in the whole chapter; the language is of the Jews.

In 24.3, "thy coming" does not refer to the rapture when the Lord comes into the air, but to his coming to establish his kingdom on earth. "The end of the age" is the end of the age or span, namely, the termination of the times of the Gentiles.

Possibly the "beginning of sorrows," 24:8, refers to the first half of the seven calendar years of Daniel's 70th week. In 24.9, "they shall deliver you up" refers to the fate of the Jewish remnant. 

It is about a physical salvation, a rescue of people, saying in 24:13 that "he who endures to the end shall be saved". That is, natural life will be preserved for him who continues faithful until the end of the period. "This gospel of the kingdom", 24.14, is the announcement that the true King is coming to establish his kingdom in righteousness, and therefore one should prepare to receive him. It is not the gospel of the grace of God; that is, the message that Christ died, was buried and rose again.

The 24.15 speaks of "the abomination of desolation", and abomination in the Scriptures means an idol that brings the abominable. Example we have in 1 Kings 11:5 to 8. The abomination in Matthew 24 is the image of the beast, the Roman dictator, which we read about in Daniel 9:27 and Revelation 13:14, 15.

"...let not your flight be...on the sabbath day," 24.20. There is no mention of the Sabbath, the day of rest, in connection with the Church of God, except in Colossians 2.16, 17 where Paul pleads for liberty in connection with that weekly day. The Christian day is the first day of the week, which speaks of the redemptive work already done, the triumph of Calvary and the institution of a new creation based on resurrection. So, we must distinguish between the Sabbath and the first day of the week; the principles associated with each are different. Compliance with the Sabbath restrictions is suspended on this day of grace, but they will apply again when the Church has been removed and God renews His dealings with Israel.

Turning to 24:21, we already know that "great tribulation" describes the second 3 ½ year period when there will be suffering throughout the world; Revelation 7:14. The elect in 24:24 are the fugitives in Judah, the remnant from among the two tribes of Israel in that land. In 24:31 the elect are the ten scattered tribes and the remnant of the two that had not yet returned to the Holy Land. 

In 24:27 it speaks of the Son of Man, a title always used with reference to Christ's coming in judgment. Example: "He gave him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man," John 5:27.

"The dead body," 24:28, is a figure of the apostate nation of Israel. The eagles, or birds of prey, symbolize the nations of the earth, Israel's adversaries, who are instruments in God's hand to oppose his idolatrous people.

"The fig tree" in 24:32 refers, of course, to Israel as a nation. The vine is a figure of Israel spiritually; the olive tree, of the nation religiously.

"This generation shall not pass away," 24.32. The idea is "this kind of people." The expression is moral, not chronological. They are in Matthew the people who reject Christ. In contrast, "From this generation thou shalt preserve them forever," Ps. 12.7.

It is evident, then, that we are dealing with Jewish terminology throughout the chapter. It is language associated with the land of Israel, its temple, capital, Sabbath and holy place. Christianity, in contrast to Judaism, has as its pillars the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. The essential features of Christianity are displayed in the work of redemption and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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​​The Seventy Weeks Prophecy
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Daniel 9.24 to 27

Daniel 9 is one of the key chapters of the prophetic word. Understood together with the other chapters, this chapter explains God's course of action over the centuries.

The seventy weeks constitute a span marked in the calendar of time for special consideration. It is in this sense that the words "are determined" in 9:24. In just four verses we find a synthesis of the whole history of the Jews, from the days of Daniel to their deliverance and blessing in a time yet future.

​The background of the prophecy

Daniel was included in the captives taken to Babylon when Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah in 606 BC. On the occasion of the vision of the seventy weeks, 68 of the seventy years mentioned in the prophecy of Jeremiah 25 ("...shall these nations serve the king of Babylon seventy years..."); see also Jeremiah 29:4 to 10 ("When seventy years shall be fulfilled in Babylon, I will visit you..."). There were only two more years left of the Babylonian captivity period. 

Apparently Daniel had been intensely studying this prophecy in Jeremiah. He was old and enjoyed a spiritual maturity that allowed God to reveal His purpose to him. Daniel received the vision of the weeks in order to solve the problem that occupied his mind; namely, to reconcile Jeremiah's seventy years with the four beasts in the vision he himself relates in Daniel 7. Cyrus had already defeated Babylon, fulfilling what was said in Isaiah 44:28: "He is my shepherd, and he shall accomplish all that I desire, saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thou shalt be founded."

​Actors in the prophecy

This prophecy was about the Jews and Jerusalem. We note the pronouns: your people, your holy city. 

It was a case of your people, for by that time God had ceased to recognize them. It was Lo-ammi ("not my people"), Hosea 1:9, a sentence imposed for the defection and idolatry of that earthly people of God, and one that will not be lifted until the Day of the Lord. Yet He is watching them in providence, and any abuse by the Jews - even now - will bring dire consequences from God.

This seventy-year period will include five important features in relation to Israel:


End the prevarication: That is, its evil course will end.

Put an end to sin: There will be forgiveness for them through the cross of Calvary.

Bringing in everlasting righteousness: There will be justification for Israel, 
as discussed in Zechariah 3.
Seal the vision and prophecy: All the details of the prophecy will have been fulfilled.

Anointing the Holy of holies: The sanctuary in Jerusalem will be restored to Israel 
at the beginning of the kingdom age, as Ezekiel 40 explains in detail.

​The scope of the prophecy

It is necessary to determine the time factor in the structure of this great prophecy. It is of, literally, "the seventy times seven", a hebdomad, something (in this case a period) of seven parts. It does not say in Daniel 9 what period of time corresponds to each of these seventy times seven. It could have been days, months or years, and the context must tell us which. There is a hint in 9:2 that it is about years: "the number of the years which the Lord spoke to Jeremiah the prophet". The fulfillment of some of the predictions corroborates this interpretation.

Both the world of nature and the world of the spirit are constructed within a framework of the principle of seven, indicating that they have a common origin. Seven consists of three plus four, three being the number of the Deity and four being the number of the world (e.g., the four winds and the four cardinal points). Furthermore, the law of seven is found from Genesis to Revelation.

Now, it is likely that Numbers 14:34 enunciates the prophetic scale: "a year for every day." A similar reference is found in Ezekiel 4.6, "day for year." It is the case, then, that the seventy weeks, or 490 days, comprise a period of 490 years on the prophetic scale of time.

​The three lapses


	Section 1

	7 weeks

	49 years old


	Section 2

	62 weeks

	434 years


	Section 3

	1 week

	7 years


	Total

	70 weeks

	490 years




​The beginning

The starting point of the weeks would be the promulgation of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. Now, four decrees have merited consideration:


The one issued by Cyrus in 536 B.C., Ezra 1.1, 2. But it says nothing about restoring and rebuilding Jerusalem. It is about the house of God, the temple. On this occasion 50,000 exiles returned to Palestine according to Ezra 2.64, 65.

The one issued by Darius in B.C. 519, Ezra 6.1 to 12. It was only a confirmation of the previous one.

That which Artaxerxes issued in B.C. 458, while king of Persia, Ezra 7:11 to 22. It took the form of a letter which he granted to Ezra, with permission to return with the captives.

That which Artaxeres Longimanus issued, Nehemiah 2.5 to 9. Dated March 14, B.C. 445 he decreed the rebuilding of the city.


It seems to be the fourth one that interests us, implying that the weeks are counted from B.C. 445.

​The sequence

"From the going forth of the command ... until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks", Daniel 9.25.

Some have suggested that there may have been a gap between the seven and the sixty-two, but the text seems to indicate that there was no break between the two periods. Undoubtedly the seven "weeks" were occupied in restoration and rebuilding, 9:25, and Nehemiah informs us that the times were turbulent. 

This first section ended in B.C. 396, which was the time of Malachi and the close of the Old Testament prophetic writings.

The second section - that of 434 years - ended with the coming of the Messiah the Prince, probably with his public presentation of himself to the whole nation as King on the occasion when he entered Jerusalem:


Your king will come to you, righteous and savior, humble, and riding on a colt the foal 
of an ass, Zechariah 9.9
Seeing... the children crying out in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Matthew 21.15
If these were silent, the stones would cry out, Luke 19.37 to 40


This event, rather than that of his birth, seems to mark the end of the second span of "weeks". Some have calculated that the 173,880 days began on March 14, B.C. 445 and ended on April 2, A.D. 30. 

​The week apart

Clearly there is a gap between the end of the second section and the beginning of the third. This parenthesis, which Daniel ignored, is the Church age, the dispensation of grace, and it extends for a period we do not know.

Certain significant events would have to occur before the beginning of this last and distinct week:


The Messiah would be cut off and forsaken; he would have no kingdom. This was to happen at the end 
of the sixty-two weeks; 9.26
The city (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary (temple) would be destroyed. History records 
that the Romans under Titus did just this in A.D. 70; 9.26.
A prince would come, coming from the same people (the Romans) who would destroy the city and the sanctuary. He would be the great dictator of the revived Roman empire at the end of 
the age; 9.26
The land (Palestine) would have to be desolated until the end of the seventy weeks, when Christ will return to deliver the faithful remnant of the Jews at His coming to earth.


The prophecy concerning the last week of the seventy is divided into two parts, each part of 3 ½ years. It is the second of these that is known as the great tribulation, the time of Jacob's trouble. Of that fierce persecution the Lord spoke in his discourse on the mount of Olives. It is described as being 3 ½ years, forty-two months, and 1260 days; Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21, and Revelation 13.

It has been well said that the prophecy of the seventy weeks is the backbone of prophetic truth.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​The Current Parenthesis
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​Weeks

What will happen immediately after the rapture of the Church? This is a question often asked by Christians today. The short answer is that there will be a period on earth that will include in rapid sequence some of the most devastating events in all of human history.

The translation of the Church to heaven will pave the way for the beginning of the last of the seventy "weeks" of the remarkable prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27. Each week (Hebrew, every seven) consists of a seven-year period, so that the seventy will span 490 years. So far 483 years of this prophesied span have been accurately fulfilled.

The fact is that the last day of Week 69 coincided exactly with the day of Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem when He, ending His public ministry, formally presented Himself to the nation of Israel as its rightful King and Messiah. He was greeted in the first instance with acclamations of rejoicing on the part of the multitude of Jews who flocked to the route of His entry on that singular occasion. A few days later, he was the object of the noisy protests of the people, when incited by their religious leaders, they would cry, "Away with him! Crucify him!"

The vile deed of the King's rejection and crucifixion brought about a long interruption in the continuity of the seventy weeks, Daniel 9:26. Nearly twenty centuries have passed and the beginning of the last week has not yet been seen.

​The present moment

It is clear that, once the Church is removed, there will be a waiting period, the duration of which we do not know, before the beginning of the final "week" of seven consecutive years. Perhaps this interval will be months, or perhaps even a year. We do not know, but observing how events are unfolding at present, it seems to us that this time will be short. It is possible that the protagonists of the events are living at this moment, waiting like actors ready to go on the stage of the theater.

It seems that even now, before our very eyes, the European nations are assuming the form of a reconstituted Roman empire, which will eventually consist of a federation of ten states under the dictatorship of an all-powerful one placed in authority by Satan. At the time of this writing - 1980 - the common market of Europe consists of ten nations and there are plans to incorporate two more. This grouping could be the embryo of the future empire, although we do not doubt that there will be modifications in its territorial configuration before it comes into existence in full fulfillment of Bible prophecy.

The final phase of the drama will be characterized by Gentile dominance and its culmination at Armageddon, where this supremacy will be destroyed by the gigantic Stone that will roll down from the mountain to crash into the vulnerable feet of the Gentile colossus. It will shatter it all to pieces, Daniel 2:44, 45.

​The pact of perdition

The last seven years of Gentile dominion will come into effect with an agreement between the head of the Western powers (the beast that comes out of the sea in Revelation 13:1) and the mass of apostate Jews. These will find themselves already located again in Palestine and under the yoke of the arrogant king of Daniel 11:36 (the antichrist, the beast that proceeds from the earth in Revelation 13:11).

While it is true that this covenant will mark the beginning of the week of Daniel 9:27, we must understand that the process will not begin until two conditions prevail. (1) There must be an independent political state in Palestine. (2) The Roman empire to which we have referred must have been reconstituted. How close we are today to seeing the two conditions exist!

This final treaty ("your covenant with death", Isaiah 28:18) will be ratified by a Roman prince for an established period of seven years. It seems that it will guarantee against foreign invasion the territorial integrity of the State of Israel. It will cover the same seven years as the 70th Week. However, the period will be divided into two parts of 3 1/2 years each. It is the second of these parts that will see the great tribulation, which is called in Jeremiah 30:7 the time of Jacob's trouble.

We who are saved should be very thankful to recognize that the Church will have been removed from this lost world altogether, before the time when God will enter into judgment with rebellious mankind, both Jew and Gentile. We will find ourselves then in the heavenly spheres, in the Father's house. We await from heaven his Son, Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come; 1 Thessalonians 1:10.

​Changing conditions

During the first half of the treaty's term, the sovereignty of the Jewish nation will be respected. But, at the end of this period, two events will take place that will drastically change the course of the remaining period. First, a heavenly event will have repercussions on earth. Satan and his followers will clash head-on with the archangel Michael and his angelic warriors. Defeated Satan and his followers will be expelled from their present habitation (the lower parts of the celestial spheres) and dispatched to earth.

This globe will become the temporary habitation of the great red dragon and his ungodly spirits, Revelation 12.7 to 12. Who can imagine how terrible it is for the inhabitants of the earth to have this enemy in their midst, angered by his recent shameful defeat, determined as never before to destroy and harm?

Second, the Jewish sacrificial system will be abolished, Daniel 9:27, perhaps as a consequence of Satan's defeat in heaven. The edict of such significance for the Jews will be issued by the Roman prince in collaboration with his ally in Palestine: the apostate Jew, the religious dictator, the antichrist.

As a result of the antichrist's initiative, the image of the political beast (the Roman prince) will be erected near the temple in Jerusalem. A man will be worshipped as a god. Death will be the fate of those who neither worship the beast nor bear his mystical mark, 666, Revelation 13.15 to 18. Many will be the martyrs for the faith among the believers of the Jewish remnant, Revelation 20.4, during this distress for Jacob. It is not strange, then, the name given to this period in Revelation 7.14, which in the Greek is literally, "The tribulation, the great one."

This terrible "week" will end with the coming of Christ, the King of kings, in his warrior character to crush the allied armies of the Gentile powers at Armageddon. It will be the last great military campaign in human history before the millennium.

The above is only a broad overview of the unfolding of events and the chronological framework that will come into effect when the prophetic scheme resumes. The process is in abeyance for the time being, but the fulfillment of the last week of Daniel's prophecy will soon begin.
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​​Powers and Persons
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​Three forces

Within the scope of natural laws, every effect must have a corresponding cause. So it will also be in the social and moral context of the last seven years of the supremacy of the Gentiles, the closing lapse of man's sad day.

The unprecedented tribulation, oppression and horror of the second half of the "prophetic week" which will last 1260 literal days, will be the result of three forces that will be unleashed to attack apostate Judaism in particular and rebellious mankind in general. During the great tribulation these active forces will be of divine, satanic and human origin. Their ferocity will erupt in the vortex of Palestine.

Who can conceive of a world convulsed simultaneously by the wrath of God, the fury of the devil and the cruelty of a dictator who demands worship and relies on satanic energy? Thanks be to God that the Church every member of it will already have been removed from the temporal sphere and the earthly stage before the holocaust that will sweep this poor planet.

​Three protagonists

Before considering some of the significant events of this period, the darkest in human history, it will be necessary to take a closer look at the dominant characters whose destructive works will occupy the stage in those final years. As we said in the previous installment, one does not know if they are already living, their identity still unknown, among the Mediterranean nations. Three of them stand out.

There will be the Roman prince, the head of the block of Western nations that will constitute the Roman empire of the future. Chapter 8] There will be the apostate king of the Jews, the usurper of the throne of David in Palestine, the antichrist and religious ruler of enormous influence in the whole world. [Chapter 9] There will be the king of the north, of whom we read in Daniel 11. He is another fearsome king, a fierce Assyrian, ruler of the area north and northeast of Palestine. [Chapter 10] 
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​​The Roman Prince
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​The little horn

The beams of the lamp of prophecy, 2 Peter 1:19, highlight the features of this world ruler, a man of the Gentiles, in his different disguises and various manifestations in the Word of God. For the first mention we have to look to Daniel 7:8 where he is presented under the symbolism of the little horn. It stands out suddenly from among ten horns possessed by the fourth beast, the one with iron teeth and frightful appearance. The "little horn" brings down three of the existing horns (i.e., kings) altogether.

From this passage we learn that the coming generalissimo of the western world will not only be characterized by extreme brutality, but will be endowed with outstanding sagacity. He will be arrogant in his blasphemy against Almighty God. Because he will be called the little horn, he may not come from any previously established political lineage, but will unexpectedly appear out of the anarchy of the day, in the style of a Hitler or a Mussolini.

Coming to Daniel chapter 9, we find him again and designated this time as "the prince who is to come," 9:26. Breaking the previously agreed covenant, in the middle of the seven disastrous years he will demand the cessation of the religious worship of the people of Palestine and their sacrificial system once ordained by God.

​Person and system

We now search Revelation for "the Daniel of the New Testament" and discover several references to this outstanding character. (We ask in passing: Is the conqueror of 6.2 this same man in his military campaigns?) He appears in 13.1, rising from the troubled waters of the sea that are symbolic of the restless and revolutionary state of the western democracies at the end of the period in which we live. This monster with seven heads and ten horns will incorporate in himself the predominant characteristics of the four Gentile powers of world dominion of which we read in Daniel 7.

The point is that this prince, the first of the two beasts of Revelation 13, is not only the emperor himself, but represents the empire of Rome at the end of its political phase. The imposing and determining image of this ruler will be superimposed on the empire to such an extent that the whole political entity will manifest the ungodly traits of this powerful agent of Satan. He will become the most ruthless despot ever known in the sinful world.

(We are aware that some students of prophetic subjects are of the opinion that it is the second beast of Revelation 13 that represents the head of the reconstituted Roman empire, and not the first as we have been commenting. However, we believe that the sea monster must correspond to the prince of Gentile origin. We say this by comparing the features prophesied for the Roman prince with those of the antichrist, the coming king of the Jews. We shall speak more of this when we touch on the person and power of the antichrist).

​The eighth

Finally, there is the difficult passage in Revelation 17.9 to 14, where we find the prince in the figure of the eighth head. Let us look closely at what 17:10 says.

They are seven kings These are seven rulers or forms of government, and some brethren in the faith suggest that they are the seven successive forms of administration that evolved and would evolve in the fourth world empire (the Roman) from its inception until its final fall. Five of these had already passed into history when John saw the vision; namely, kings, consuls, dictators, committees of magistrates and military tribunals.

One is During John's lifetime, another form of government was in force, which was the imperial style under the Caesars. We read in secular history of this form until 476.

Another has not yet come. The seventh king or head, possibly the conqueror of Revelation 6.2, 6, has only a short time left in power. After his fall, the eighth king, the one in 13.1, rises again from the sea in dramatic form. This resurgence of a previously annihilated king contemplates the astonishing event from a human point of view. In 17.8 it says, instead, that he emerges from the abyss, emphasizing the satanic nature of his return to power to become the eighth and last king in the history of the empire.

​Review

To summarize what has been said and put in sequence the various references, we find:

 It is likely that the seventh head first appears in the New Testament as the first horseman, the conqueror, under the first seal in Revelation 6:2.

 The sudden fall of the power of this seventh head can be understood in the symbolism of the fourth trumpet judgment in Revelation 8:12, if we understand that the astronomical phenomena mentioned in that verse are to be interpreted figuratively. The repeated "third part" in this verse implies the total collapse of all organized government in the western bloc of nations.

 There is then a resurgence of this seventh head, realized in a supernatural way and by satanic power. He rises surprisingly from the abyss to become the eighth head on the political stage, Rev. 17.8 to 11. As such, he introduces the last regime of diabolical tyranny that will last 42 months; 13.5. It is striking how eight is used in biblical numerology in relation to the resurrection.

 The eighth head of Revelation 17:11 also appears in Scripture as the eleventh horn, "the little horn" of Daniel 7:8. This horn arose swiftly out of ten, and these are symbolic of the rulers of the western nations in the end times.

​6 6 6

These are the filtered shadows that the Scriptures cast concerning this most fearsome dictator, the political protagonist coming from the sea and the abyss, whose mysterious key is the number 666; Revelation 13:18. In this, the first chapters of the book of the beginning of things, Genesis, reach their culmination in the book of the consummation of things, Revelation. In other words, the three digits seem to express the fallen nature of Adam in its maximum expression.

The number six is the number of
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