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A Note to Parents or Educators

This is the first book in the “Fairy Tale Sequels” series that I have been planning for a very long time. The idea started when my firstborn son, Scott, was just three years old. I would tell him a fairy tale, including “Little Red Riding Hood,” and when I finished the tale, he would ask me to keep going. 

So, I created an original sequel of what happened after the official story was finished. I did it for “Little Red Riding Hood” and many other fairy tales and fables.

My husband Fred and I are empty nesters now. Our two sons, Scott and Jeff, are adults, with families of their own. I am blessed with four grandchildren who will be hearing the classic stories retold as well as my sequels just as I did for my sons when they were younger.

I am inviting them, and you and your children, to create your own sequels. You, as the parent, educator, or librarian, can create a sequel. You can also ask the children or teens to enjoy creating their own sequels as well. 

Encourage everyone’s creativity, whatever their age. There are no “right” or “wrong” sequels. Everyone has a unique “what if” story to add to the classic fairy tale of “Little Red Riding Hood.” As you probably know, and you will read about in the Introduction that follows in Part I, this is a tale that has endured hundreds, and probably even thousands of years, behind it. It progressed from being shared orally to having the written versions we all grew up hearing or reading.

Thank you for reading Fairy Tale Sequels, Book 1, “Little Red Riding Hood”  and for doing, or facilitating, the activities in Part 4. 

Best wishes,

Jan Yager, Ph.D.

drjanyager.com  
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The Origins* of “Little Red Riding Hood”**

One of my favorite parts about being a researcher and a writer is that it offers me a chance to examine or even reexamine the literature, beliefs, and even ideas that I hold and have almost certainly held for years or even for my entire lifetime. That was the case with doing  research into the origins of “Little Red Riding Hood.”

*This brief summary about the origins of “Little Red Riding Hood” is based on the discussion by the British Library and the article by Grimm Brothers expert Jack Zipes, “How the Grimm Brothers Saved the Fairy Tale,” published in the March/April 2015 edition of HUMANITIES magazine, volume 36, John Bohannon’s “The Evolution of Little Red Riding Hood” posted on November 14, 2013 at science.org, the list of Grimm’s’ Fair Tales reprinted at Project Gutenberg

**You can skip reading this part to children, if you like, and as an educator, librarian, or parent, just read it yourself as background, Or you can share it with children if you find it holds their interest.

I do not remember when I heard it for the first time, but it was a fairy tale that I grew up hearing and, at some point, reading it as well. However, I never really considered its origins. 

In addition to reconsidering where this classic fairy tale originated from, writing this introduction also offered me the chance to revisit the meaning of “Little Red Riding Hood” and what relevance, if
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