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Getting the most from this guide

This guide is designed to help you to develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the concepts and issues raised in Un sac de billes, as well as your language skills, fully preparing you for your Paper 2 exam. It will help you when you are studying the novel for the first time and also during your revision.

A mix of French and English is used throughout the guide to ensure you learn key vocabulary and structures that you will need for your essay, while also allowing you to develop a deep understanding of the work.

The following features have been used throughout this guide to help build your language skills and focus your understanding of the novel:


[image: ]

Activity

A mix of activities is found throughout the book to test your knowledge of the work and to develop your vocabulary and grammar. Longer writing tasks will help prepare you for your exam.
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TASK

Short tasks are included throughout the book to test your knowledge of the novel. These require short written answers.
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GRADE BOOSTER

These top tips advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Build critical skills

These offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking and analysis to take you beyond what happens in the novel to explore why the writer has used particular methods, and the effects they have on you. These analytical and critical skills are essential for success in AO4 in the exam.
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collaborer to collaborate (with the Germans)

Key vocabulary is highlighted and translated. Make sure you know these words so you can write an essay with accurate language and a wide range of vocabulary, which is essential to receive the top mark for AO3.
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Key quotations

These are highlighted as they may be useful supporting evidence in your essay.
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Answers

Answers to every activity, task, and critical skills question can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/mfl-study-guide-answers.
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1 Synopsis

‘Ce livre n’est pas l’œuvre d’un historien’ writes Joseph Joffo in the prologue to the novel. It is, in fact an autobiography, published in 1973, in which he recounts what happened to him between 1941 and 1944. Aged 10, Joseph set off with his brother Maurice (aged 12) on a long and eventful journey through France to escape Nazi persecution, hoping to reach ‘La France libre’.

Joseph is Jewish and lives with his family in Paris, in the district of Porte de Clignancourt. His father, who is of Russian descent, is a self-made man who owns a men’s hairdresser’s.

One morning, before school, Joseph’s mother sews a yellow star onto the boys’ school jackets, but they do not really understand the meaning of this ‘medal’. The yellow star triggers a reaction at school: the teacher ignores Joseph and the other children make racist remarks and gang up on him in the playground. Zérati, however, Joseph’s school friend, is envious of the star and Joseph swaps it with him for a bag of marbles.

Soon after, the boys are told by their parents that they have to flee Paris to reach Menton, in the south of France, where the boys’ two older brothers, Henri and Albert, are living and working. They will travel alone and are instructed to lie about their origins. Their parents will join them later.

At the station, with only a satchel of provisions and some money, they board the train to Dax. After a long journey, the train finally pulls in Dax station where the German soldiers board the train. The SS are trying to catch passengers who are attempting to escape. Fearful, the boys go and sit next to a priest and tell him they do not have identity cards. When the soldiers ask for their documents, the priest ensures their safety by saying that the boys are with him.

The boys now need to catch a bus to Hagetmau, a small village, where they will cross the border between occupied France and the free zone. In Hagetmau, Maurice becomes a passeur (helping other people passer over to the free zone) for a few hours and earns a lot of money. Their next destination is another small village, Aire-sur-l’Adour, where they will catch a train to Marseilles.

In Marseilles the boys decide to explore the town and treat themselves to a visit to the cinema. The time has finally arrived for the boys to catch their train to Menton but at the station they are nearly caught by two officers. Luckily, the boys manage to escape.

In Menton they are reunited with their brothers, Henri and Albert, who take them in. Joseph and Maurice decide to find jobs to help pay their way, Maurice in a bakery and Joseph helping out on a farm, which he loves. One day though Joseph finds out his parents have been arrested and have been sent to a transit camp with thousands of other Jewish people. Henri decides to go and rescue them.

About a week after Henri’s departure, news arrives that their parents are safe and are now in Nice. Henri, Albert, Joseph and Maurice are to meet them soon. Unfortunately, one day two policemen come looking for Albert and Henri. They have been called up for their Service de Travail Obligatoire (STO) but they decide to escape to Nice.

The Gestapo and the SS arrive in Nice and Jews are being arrested and once again the family is separated. Joseph and Maurice go to Moisson Nouvelle, a pro-Vichy youth camp. One day, during a day out in Nice, Joseph and Maurice are arrested and are sent to the Hotel Excelsior, where the SS have established their headquarters. For a week they are held in the hotel and are repeatedly interrogated. Thanks to the help of a doctor the boys are saved. Joseph falls ill with early-stage meningitis at this point but is nursed back to health. The boys now have to confirm their story that they are not Jewish and must present their baptism certificates.

Back at the youth camp, the boys learn that their parents have been arrested and are being held at the Hotel Excelsior too. The boys must escape before the Germans realise that they are related. Their sister, Rosette, is waiting for them in a village near Montluçon. After a brief stay with their sister, the boys are on the road again, this time to Aix-les-Bains in the Alps to find their two older brothers.

In the Alps, both boys work and Joseph forges rationing tickets to earn more money. Joseph works for the Mancelier family and in 1943 and 1944 the boys are living in R., away from their family. The end of the war is near.

After 3 years, the boys make their way back to Paris separately. When Joseph finally arrives in front of his father’s shop, he can see Henri, Albert and his mother but not his father. Joseph understands he will never see his father again.
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TASK

Repérez toutes les villes ou tous les villages dans le résumé. Maintenant regardez une carte de France ou sur Internet et trouvez-les.
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Key quotation

Ils ne m’ont pas pris ma vie, ils ont peut-être fait pire, ils me volent mon enfance, ils ont tué en moi l’enfant que je pouvais être.

[Chapitre X]
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2 Social and historical context

La Seconde Guerre mondiale
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Un sac de billes se passe en France pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale. Il est essentiel de comprendre cette période pour mieux apprécier ce roman.

La Seconde Guerre mondiale commence en France en septembre 1939 et dure presque 6 ans, jusqu’à l’Armistice du 8 mai 1945. La France, d’abord opposée à l’Allemagne, collabore en partie avec les nazis et se soumet au contrôle de l’armée allemande et de la Gestapo à partir de 1940. Pendant presque 5 ans, la France est divisée en deux camps : les collaborateurs et les résistants.

L’Italie commence la guerre contre la France, mais en septembre 1943 elle signe un armistice de paix avec les Alliés. Les États-Unis entrent en guerre en 1941 du côté des Alliés, et les troupes américaines, accompagnées des troupes canadiennes et britanniques, débarquent en Normandie en juin 1944.
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collaborer to collaborate

la Gestapo German secret police

débarquer to land
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The novel depicts everyday life during the Second World War with, for example, the presence of the German army, ‘les biscuits vitaminés et l’huile de foie de morue’ (vitamin biscuits and cod liver oil), the use of rationing cards, the yellow star that Jewish people had to wear, and the Maquis (French resistance movement).

As the book is based on the perceptions a naive young boy, who is only 10 when the story starts, the reader experiences the war at a certain distance and through his eyes as he tells the story of
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La France de Vichy
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Pénurie et répression
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La collaboration
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La Résistance
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Les Justes de France
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La solution finale et l’Holocauste
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La propagande nazie
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Activités
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1  Associez les définitions aux mots suivants :





	

    1  la Gestapo

    2  l’étoile jaune

    3  la France occupée

    4  la solution finale

    5  l’Holocauste

    6  la collaboration

    7  le Maquis

    8  le STO



	

    a  signe que les juifs devaient porter

    b  décision prise par Hitler d’exterminer tous les juifs d’Europe

    c  programme nazi qui forçait les Français à travailler en Allemagne

    d  décision de certaines personnes pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale de s’allier aux Allemands

    e  la France sous le contrôle de l’armée allemande

    f  groupe d’hommes et de femmes qui faisaient partie de la résistance et qui se cachait dans la campagne

    g  le génocide des juifs perpétrés par les Nazis

    h  l’armée allemande








2  Complétez le texte avec les mots de l’encadré.
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3  Choisissez les quatre phrases qui sont correctes.




    1  Pendant la Première Guerre mondiale la France est divisée.

    2  Le Maréchal Pétain est à la charge de la France de Vichy.

    3  Les Français qui ne veulent pas se soumettre aux ordres de l’armée allemande sont les collaborateurs.

    4  Le marché noir aide les populations à se procurer les denrées dont elles manquent.

    5  La religion principale de la France est le catholicisme.

    6  La solution finale s’est seulement déroulée en Allemagne.

    7  Pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale l’armée nazie persécute les juifs.

    8  L’Holocauste marque la fin de la guerre.




4  Continuez les phrases en respectant le contexte historique de l’histoire. Il peut y avoir plusieurs solutions.




    a  Pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale la France était ……… .

    b  Le Maréchal Pétain a décidé de ……… .

    c  Les Français ont alors subi ……… .

    d  Sous la France de Vichy les conditions de vie des Français ……… .

    e  Les juifs devaient ……… .

    f  Les juifs ont été déportés ……… .

    g  La solution finale a été commandée ……… .

    h  En secret, de nombreux Français ont ……… .




5  Répondez aux questions suivantes en français.




    a  Donnez deux détails de la vie quotidienne des Français pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale.

    b  Donnez quelques détails des actions des Résistants en France.

    c  Citez deux mesures prises par Hitler pour séparer les juifs du reste de la population.

    d  Qui était le Maréchal Pétain ?

    e  Que faisaient les nazis avec leur propagande ?

    f  Qu’est-il arrivé aux collaborateurs après la guerre ? Donnez deux exemples.
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Contexte
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Vocabulaire
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