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The people that did carry out the Feb. 21, 1965, assassination of Malcolm X were individuals Thomas Hagan, William Bradley, Benjamin Thomas, Leon Davis and Wilbur McKinley. The people that did not assassinate Malcolm X, but were arrested for his assassination were Khalil Islam and Muhammad A. Aziz and both of these men were exonerated. Participant in the Malcolm X assassination Thomas Hagan was arrested and went to prison for his participation in this heinous assassination of the Black civil rights leader, but some of the people that participated in the assassination of Malcolm X in the Audubon Ballroom, located at 166th Street and Broadway on Feb. 21, 1965 in the Washington Heights neighborhood of New York City at 3:10 p.m., such as the shotgun wielding William Bradley, the first assassin to fire on Malcolm X in the ballroom after a smoke bomb was detonated in the building, escaped the building, was not subsequently arrested for this particular crime of murder, and, later in his life, lived in a nice Newark, New Jersey neighborhood under the name Al-Mustafa Shabazz while driving a Mercedes Benz E-class Sedan until his death in October 2018.
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William Bradley, an ex-green beret and machine gunner in the Marine Corps., participated in an April 1968 Livingston New Jersey armed bank robbery, according to court records, and was charged for this crime along with his accomplice James Moore in 1969, with Moore ultimately being convicted for this crime and the charges being dropped against William Bradley, which makes many investigators speculate that this robber assassin of Malcolm X could have been an FBI informant receiving special treatment since charges against Bradley for such a serious offense as armed robbery did not stick but still caused James Moore to receive a conviction for this crime.William Bradley went on to commit more crimes that eventually landed this lieutenant enforcer for the Nation of Islam that was a member of the NOI’s Newark New Jersey, Mosque no. 25, in prison. The second time Bradley went to prison, the crimes included raping a woman, threatening to murder an East Orange New Jersey policeman and dealing drugs. This was in 1984. The first time period of Bradley’s imprisonment was from 1977 to 1980 for the crime of conspiracy. During neither time of Bradley’s imprisonment was Bradley jailed for participation in the Feb.21, 1965 Malcolm X assassination.
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Malcolm X's Bodyguard Shoots Thomas Hagan
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Malcom X assassin Thomas Hagan, also known as Talmadge Hayer, who stated at his trial that neither Khalil Islam and Muhammad A. Aziz participated in the Malcolm X murder, and is photographed being arrested by several police officers outside of the Audubon Ballroom after the assassination, is the Malcolm X assassin that named William Bradley as the shotgun shooter, in two sworn affidavits, dated Feb. 25, 1978 and Nov. 30, 1977. Thomas Hagan, after running out of the Audubon Ballroom following his participation in the gunning down of Malcolm X, and being shot in the leg by Malcolm X’s bodyguard Rueben Francis, was brutally beaten by the audience at the Audubon that were followers of Malcolm X, before New York police officers patrolling the neighborhood in a squad car pulled Hagan from the angry mob that nearly tore Hagan limb from limb and arrested Hagan, subsequently placing Hagan in the cop car. Hagan was shot in the left thigh and his leg was broken, apparently by kicks.

“Is he with us?” the NYPD officers briefly asked each other about the man they struggled to arrest and shove in the police vehicle. The NYPD were either not aware or did not care that they were overheard by member of Malcolm X’s security detail, Mustafa Hasan, on that fateful day of Feb. 21, 1965 making this comment, but the comment, when added to the fact that William Bradley never did any time for armed robbery, suggests that Malcolm X’s assassins might have been working in some form of police intelligence informant capacity. For his efforts to defend Malcolm X by shooting Thomas Hagan in the left thigh, Rueben Francis, then 33-years old, of East 179th Street, the Bronx, was charged with violation of the Sullivan Act, a gun control law in New York State that took effect in 1911, in addition to being charged with felonious assault.
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Wilbur McKinley: Smoke Bomb Thrower
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Wilbur McKinley was the person that threw a smoke bomb before any gunmen assassins fired at Malcolm X and Wilbur McKinley was also the man that yelled the scripted phrase, “N..get your hand out of my pocket,” inside of the ballroom to cause a commotion while the smoke bomb went off as Malcolm X spoke from the podium. The scripted “N..get your hand out of my pocket,” phrase was heard being practiced one week before the Malcolm X assassination at another venue where Malcolm X appeared and was part of a “dry run,” according to Bureau of Special Services and Investigations NYPD undercover policeman Eugene Roberts, who had secretly infiltrated Malcolm X’s Organization of African American Unity (OAAU) and was accepted by OAAU as part of Malcolm X’s security team prior to the Feb. 21, 1965 Audubon ballroom assassination. At this particular “dry run,” BOSSI agent Eugene Roberts heard the “N..get your hand out of my pocket,”commotion and saw a man in a blue suit, white shirt and red bow tie, which is the uniform for the Nation of Islam, (NOI), move down the middle aisle and take a seat. BOSSI agent Eugene Roberts reported back to the NYPD that he thought he witnessed a “dry run” on Malcolm’s life. Roberts also reported the dry run to the FBI but doesn’t know what they did with the information. The team of assassins that killed Malcolm X and included William Bradley, Leon Davis, Thomas Hagan, Benjamin Thomas and Wilbur McKinley, used the vehicle of smoke bomb thrower Wilbur McKinley as the car of travel for this dirty deed secretly carried out by mysterious forces that wanted the Muslim leader murdered in the Audubon on Feb. 21, 1965. The assassins used the car for meetings as they drove around and discussed how the assassination of Malcolm X would be carried out. Wilbur McKinley was located in the back of the Audubon Ballroom as the assassination operation was carried out and it was from this location that he shouted the scripted, “N...get your hand out of my pocket,” dry-run phrase before detonating the smoke bomb. Wilbur McKinley was a 30-year-old construction worker at the time that he participated in the Malcolm X assassination, according to reports. Wilbur McKinley was five-foot-nine inches tall, was married at the time of his participation in the Malcolm X assassination and was a member of the Nation of Islam Fruit of Islam paramilitary security wing, in addition to owning his own construction business which he used to do work around the Newark Mosque.
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Leon Davis
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Leon Davis, at the time of the Malcolm X assassination, worked at an electronics plant located in the city of Paterson, New Jersey. According to the affidavits of Thomas Hagan—in which he names his co-assassins in the Malcolm X hit-job, Leon Davis’s weapon in the shooting of Malcolm X was a Luger. Thomas Hagan’s gun in the Malcolm X assassination was a .45 automatic. Leon Davis was 5-foot-9, 175 pounds and was 20-years-old at the time of the Malcolm X murder. Davis was married at the time of the Malcolm X assassination and lived on Hamilton Avenue in Paterson, New Jersey. Davis was a member of the Fruit of Islam that is the paramilitary security disciplinary wing of the Nation of Islam (NOI). The .45 caliber semi-automatic pistol used by Thomas Hagan was recovered later that day from a Ronald Timberlake, who had picked up the weapon after Hagan dropped it, brought it back to his home in Brooklyn, New York, and disassembled it. Hours later, Ronald Timberlake contacted the New York office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and arranged to give them the gun. The FBI turned the gun over to the NYPD.
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Benjamin Thomas
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Benjamin Thomas died in 1986 and was assistant secretary at Nation of Islam (NOI) Mosque No. 76 in Paterson, New Jersey. The assassination team members ironed out the details of the plot at Benjamin Thomas’s home on the day before the Feb. 21, 1965 assassination, including the plan to have William Bradley fire the first shot at Malcolm X with the shotgun. Benjamin Thomas wore glasses with thick frames, was 5-foot-eight inches tall and was thin with a brown complexion. Thomas lived on Hamilton Avenue in Paterson, New Jersey, in a five bedroom apartment that was part of a wooden building, was a cutter at a Hackensack New Jersey envelope manufacturing company and was a member of the Nation of Islam (NOI) Fruit of Islam security unit.
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