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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town {Alden} in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton

[image: Ron Sellers, Florida State, 1968 -- Cast your vote for the Chick-fil-A Bowl  All-Time Team!]
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1963 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

Florida


1964 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

1965 GATOR BOWL


1965 Florida State Seminoles


Florida


1966 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA {Catch or not?}

1966 SUN BOWL


1967 Florida State Seminoles


Florida

1967 GATOR BOWL


1968 Florida State Seminoles


FLORIDA

1968 PEACH BOWL


1969 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

Florida
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FLORIDA

Miami


1971 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

Florida
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Miami

FLORIDA


1973 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida


1974 Florida State Seminoles


FLORIDA

Miami


1975 Florida State Seminoles


Florida

MIAMI


1976 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA


1977 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

1977 TANGERINE BOWL


1978 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA


1979 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

1980 ORANGE BOWL


1980 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

1981 ORANGE BOWL


1981 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida


1982 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

1982 GATOR BOWL


1983 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

1983 PEACH BOWL


1984 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

1984 CITRUS BOWL


1985 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

1985 GATOR BOWL


1986 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

1986 ALL-AMERICAN BOWL


1987 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

1988 FIESTA BOWL


1988 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

Clemson {Puntrooskie}

FLORIDA

1989 SUGAR BOWL


1989 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

1990 FIESTA BOWL


1990 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

1990 BLOCKBUSTER BOWL


1991 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI {Wide Right I}

Florida

1992 COTTON BOWL


1992 Florida State Seminoles


Miami {Wide Right II}

FLORIDA

1993 ORANGE BOWL


1993 Florida State Seminoles {National Champions}


MIAMI

Notre Dame {#1 vs #2}

Florida

1994 ORANGE BOWL


1994 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


Miami

FLORIDA {The Choke at Doak}

1995 SUGAR BOWL


1995 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Co-Champions}


MIAMI

Florida

1996 ORANGE BOWL


1996 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


Miami

FLORIDA {#1 vs #2}

1997 SUGAR BOWL


1997 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


MIAMI

Florida

1998 SUGAR BOWL


1998 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


Miami

FLORIDA

1999 FIESTA BOWL


1999 Florida State Seminoles {National Champions}


MIAMI

Florida

2000 SUGAR BOWL


2000 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


Miami {Wide Right III}

FLORIDA

2001 ORANGE BOWL


2001 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

2001 GATOR BOWL


2002 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


Miami {Wide Left}

FLORIDA

2003 SUGAR BOWL


2003 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


MIAMI

Florida {Swindle at the Swamp}

2004 ORANGE BOWL {Wide Right IV}


2004 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

2005 GATOR BOWL


2005 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


MIAMI

Florida

2005 ACC CHAMPIONSHIP

2006 ORANGE BOWL


2006 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

2006 EMERALD BOWL


2007 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

2007 MUSIC CITY BOWL


2008 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

2008 CHAMPS SPORTS BOWL


2009 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

2009 GATOR BOWL


2010 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

2010 ACC CHAMPIONSHIP

2010 CHICK-FIL-A BOWL


2011 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

2011 CHAMPS SPORTS BOWL


2012 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


Miami

FLORIDA

2012 ACC CHAMPIONSHIP

2013 ORANGE BOWL


2013 Florida State Seminoles {National Champions}


MIAMI

2013 ACC CHAMPIONSHIP

2014 BCS CHAMPIONSHIP GAME


2014 Florida State Seminoles {ACC Champions}


Miami

FLORIDA

2014 ACC CHAMPIONSHIP

2015 ROSE BOWL {CFP SEMIFINAL}


2015 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Georgia Tech {Block Six}

Florida

2015 CHICK-FIL-A BOWL


2016 Florida State Seminoles


Miami {Block at the Rock}

FLORIDA

2016 ORANGE BOWL


2017 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

2017 INDEPENDENCE BOWL


2018 Florida State Seminoles


Miami {Wide Left II}

FLORIDA


2019 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

2019 SUN BOWL


2020 Florida State Seminoles


Miami


2021 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida


2022 Florida State Seminoles


Miami

FLORIDA

2022 CHEEZE-IT BOWL


2023 Florida State Seminoles


MIAMI

Florida

2023 ACC CHAMPIONSHIP

2023 ORANGE BOWL


2024 Florida State Seminoles


#6 Miami

FLORIDA


2025 Florida State Seminoles


#3 MIAMI

Florida
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Florida State Seminoles

[image: http://nationalchamps.net/Helmet_Project/Florida_St.gif]The team is known for its storied history, distinctive helmet, fight song and colors as well as the many traditions associated with the school. Since 1977, the Seminoles have only had four losing seasons (2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021).

Florida State has won three national championships, 18 conference titles and six division titles along with a playoff appearance. The Seminoles have achieved three undefeated seasons, finished ranked in the top four of the AP Poll for 14 straight years from 1987 through 2000 and completed 41 straight winning seasons from 1977 through 2017; from 2012 through 2014, the team won 29 consecutive games, tied for the twelfth-longest winning streak in college football and tied for the longest winning streak in ACC history. The 1999 team received votes from ESPN as one of the top teams in college football history. From 1982 to 2017, the Seminoles went to a Bowl game each season. The team has produced three Heisman Trophy winners: quarterbacks Charlie Ward in 1993, Chris Weinke in 2000 and Jameis Winston in 2013. The Biletnikoff Award, presented annually to the top receiver in college football, is named for Florida State hall of famer Fred Biletnikoff. Other awards won by Florida State players include the Walter Camp Award, the Maxwell Award, the Davey O'Brien Award, the Lombardi Award, the Dick Butkus Award, the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award, the Lou Groza Award, the Dave Rimington Trophy and the Bobby Bowden Award. Florida State coaches have been honored with the Bobby Dodd Coach of the Year Award, the Walter Camp Coach of the Year Award, the Home Depot Coach of the Year Award, the Broyles Award, and the Paul "Bear" Bryant Award. Many former Seminoles have gone on to have successful careers in the NFL.

The program has produced 219 All-Americans (45 consensus and 15 unanimous) and 250 professional players. Florida State has had six members inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame, three members inducted into the College Football Coaches Hall of Fame and four members inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. The Seminoles have the tenth-highest winning percentage among all college football programs in Division I FBS history with over 500 victories. Florida State has appeared in 48 postseason bowl games and ranks ninth nationally for bowl winning percentage and fourth for bowl wins. The Seminoles' archrivals are Florida, whom they meet annually in the last game of the regular season, and Miami; both games are considered among the greatest rivalries in college football.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

[image: Bobby Bowden | American Football Wiki | Fandom]Bobby Bowden Era 
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Under head coach Bobby Bowden, who came to Florida State from West Virginia, the Seminoles became one of the nation's most competitive programs, greatly expanding the tradition of football at Florida State. The Seminoles played in five national championship games between 1993 and 2000, and claimed the championship twice, in 1993 and 1999. The FSU football team was the most successful team in college football during the 1990s, boasting an 89% winning percentage. FSU also set an NCAA record for most consecutive Top 5 finishes in the AP football poll – receiving placement 14 years in a row, from 1987 to 2000. The Seminoles under Bowden were the first college football team in history to go wire-to-wire (ranked first place from preseason to postseason) since the AP began releasing preseason rankings in 1936. On December 1, 2009 Bowden announced that he would retire from coaching after the Seminoles' game on New Year's Day 2010 against West Virginia, Bowden's former team, in the Gator Bowl. His legacy has led to the creation of two awards in his honor, the Bobby Bowden Award, an award presented to college football players, and the Bobby Bowden National Collegiate Coach of the Year Award, an award presented to college football coaches.

In the late 1980s and throughout the 1990s, the Seminoles had 14 consecutive seasons with 10 or more wins and a top four finish, with a record of 152–19–1 between these years (11 of their 19 losses were decided by seven points or less), and one of the best home records of the era. FSU's accomplishments in these 14 seasons included eleven bowl wins, nine ACC championships, two Heisman Trophy winners, and two national championships.
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​Traditions
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[image: Osceola and Renegade - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia | Florida state  seminole, Florida state football, Osceola]Osceola and Renegade 

Osceola and Renegade are the official symbols of the Florida State Seminoles. During home football games, Osceola, portraying the Seminole leader Osceola, charges down the field at Bobby Bowden Field at Doak Campbell Stadium riding an appaloosa horse named Renegade, and hurls a burning spear at midfield to begin every game. The Seminole Tribe of Florida officially sanctions the use of the Seminole as Florida State University's nickname and of Osceola as FSU's symbol.

Sod Cemetery 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/94/Fsusod1.JPG/250px-Fsusod1.JPG]For Florida State Football, "sod games" and the Sod Cemetery have been a rich part of the Seminoles college football history, commemorating many of the greatest victories. Away from home and against the odds, Florida State sod games represent the most difficult battles on the football field. The Sod Cemetery stands as a tribute to those triumphs. There are currently 103 pieces of sod in the cemetery.

In 1962, as the Seminoles completed their Thursday practice in preparation to face Georgia at Sanford Stadium, Dean Coyle Moore – a long-time professor and member of FSU's athletic board – issued a challenge: "Bring back some sod from between the hedges at Georgia." On Saturday, October 20, the Seminoles scored an 18–0 victory over the favored Bulldogs. Team captain Gene McDowell pulled a small piece of grass from the field, which was presented to Moore at the next football practice. Moore and FSU coach Bill Peterson had the sod buried on the practice field as a symbol of victory. A monument was placed to commemorate the triumph and the tradition of the sod game was born. Before leaving for all road games in which Florida State is the underdog, all road games at the University of Florida and all ACC championship and bowl games, Seminole captains gather their teammates to explain the significance of the tradition. Victorious captains return with a piece of the opponent's turf to be buried in the Sod Cemetery inside the gates of the practice field. In recent years, as the Florida State program has been successful, games of significance regardless of whether the Seminoles are the underdog, can be designated a "sod game." This most recently occurred in 2013 when the Seminoles traveled to Clemson, South Carolina in what was called the biggest game in ACC history. The Seminoles defeated Clemson, 51–14, in what was the biggest margin of victory in Clemson's Memorial Stadium.

Page | 

Marching Chiefs

The Marching Chiefs is the official marching band of the Florida State Seminoles. The band plays at every home game as well as at some away games (Clemson, Miami, and Florida) as well as any Championship or Bowl game. There are upwards of 470 members in the band, holding the distinction of being the world's largest collegiate marching band.

War Chant

The Seminole War Chant was first used in a 1984 game against Auburn. The chant was started in FSU's Marching Band – The Marching Chiefs, originally by members of the percussion section. The melody is based on the 1960s cheer, massacre. The chant has also become associated with the tomahawk chop. The War Chant would be adopted by the Atlanta Braves when FSU football alumnus Deion Sanders joined the team and has been used ever since. Craig Day began the Chop at now-defunct Fulton County stadium in response to UF Gator fans doing the Gator Chomp every time Deion came up to the plate.
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Honored jersey numbers
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	No.

	Name

	Position

	Career


	2

	Deion Sanders

	CB

	1985–88


	9

	Peter Warrick

	WR

	1995-1999


	10

	Derrick Brooks

	LB

	1991–1994


	16

	Chris Weinke

	QB

	1997–2000


	17

	Charlie Ward

	QB

	1989–1993


	25

	Fred Biletnikoff

	WR

	1962–1964


	27

	Terrell Buckley

	CB

	1989–1991


	28

	Warrick Dunn

	RB

	1993–1996


	34

	Ron Sellers

	WR

	1966–1968


	50

	Ron Simmons

	DT

	1977–1980


	55

	Marvin Jones

	LB

	1990–1992
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College Football Hall of Fame
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Seven FSU players and three coaches have been inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.


	Name

	Position

	Career

	Inducted


	Ron Sellers

	WR

	1966–1968

	1988


	Fred Biletnikoff

	WR

	1962–1964

	1991


	Darrell Mudra

	Coach

	1974–1975

	2000


	Bobby Bowden

	Coach

	1976–2009

	2006


	Charlie Ward

	QB

	1989, 1991–1993

	2006


	Ron Simmons

	DT

	1977–1980

	2009


	Deion Sanders

	CB

	1985–1988

	2011


	Derrick Brooks

	LB

	1992–1994

	2016


	Mack Brown

	Coach

	1972–1973 (player)

	2018


	Terrell Buckley

	CB

	1989–1991

	2019
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Pro Football Hall of Fame
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Four former Seminoles have been inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame


	Name

	Position

	Career

	Inducted


	Fred Biletnikoff

	WR

	1965–1978

	1988


	Deion Sanders

	CB

	1989–2000, 2004–2005

	2011


	Derrick Brooks

	LB

	1995–2008

	2014


	Walter Jones

	OL

	1997–2008

	2014
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National Awards
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	Chic Harley Award

	Archie Griffin Award

	AP Player of the Year


	1993 – Charlie Ward, QB

	2013 – Jameis Winston, QB

	2013 – Jameis Winston, QB


	Davey O'Brien Award

	Manning Award

	Kellen Moore Award


	1993 – Charlie Ward, QB

	2013 – Jameis Winston

	1991 – Casey Weldon


	2000 – Chris Weinke, QB

	
	1993 – Charlie Ward, QB


	2013 – Jameis Winston, QB

	
	

	Johhny Unitas Award

	Sammy Baugh Trophy

	Jim Brown Award


	1991 – Casey Weldon

	2000 – Chris Weinke, QB

	2015 – Dalvin Cook


	1993 – Charlie Ward, QB

	
	

	2000 – Chris Weinke, QB

	
	

	Paul Warfield Award

	John Mackey Award

	Dave Remington Trophy


	1999 – Peter Warrick

	2014 – Nick O'Leary

	2013 – Bryan Stork


	Jim Thorpe Award

	Jack Tatum Trophy

	Lombardi Award


	1988 – Deion Sanders

	1991 – Terrell Buckley

	1992 – Marvin Jones


	1991 – Terrell Buckley

	2016 – Tarvarus McFadden

	2000 – Jamal Reynolds


	Bill Willis Trophy

	Butkus Award

	Jack Lambert Trophy


	1997 – Andre Wadsworth

	1987 – Paul McGowan

	1992 – Marvin Jones


	2000 – Jamal Reynolds

	1992 – Marvin Jones

	1994 – Derrick Brooks


	Lou Groza Award

	Vlade Award

	Bobby Bowden Award


	1998, 1999 – Sebastian Janikowski

	2013 – Roberto Aguayo

	2010 – Christian Ponder


	1999 – Sebastian Janikowski

	2014 – Roberto Aguayo

	

	2008 – Graham Gano

	
	

	2013 – Roberto Aguayo

	
	

	Bobby Dodd Award

	Walter Camp Award

	Home Depot Award


	1980 – Bobby Bowden

	1980 – Bobby Bowden

	1980 – Bobby Bowden


	Broyles Award

	
	

	1996 – Mickey Andrews, DC

	
	

	Paul "Bear" Bryant Award

	Bobby Bowden Award

	

	1980 – Bobby Bowden

	1980 – Bobby Bowden
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Heisman Trophy Winners


	[image: Charlie Ward on Twitter: "In honor of the 25th anniversary of winning the  first @HeismanTrophy at @floridastate, I'll be at Dunlap Champions Club  today for a pre-game meet and greet with the]

	[image: Cretin-Derham Hall has had some great quarterbacks. Who's the best? – Twin  Cities]

	[image: More famous Jameis: Winston wins Heisman Trophy | Local Sports |  valdostadailytimes.com]


	Charlie Ward - 1993

	Chris Weinke - 2000

	Jameis Winston -2013
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Conference Awards
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	ACC Player of the Year

	ACC Offensive Player of the Year

	ACC Defensive Player of the Year


	Charlie Ward (1992, 1993)

	Charlie Ward (1993)

	Derrick Brooks (1993)


	Danny Kanell (1995)

	Danny Kanell (1995)

	Derrick Alexander (1994)


	Andre Wadsworth (1997)

	Thad Busby (1997)

	Peter Boulware (1996)


	Chris Weinke (2000)

	Chris Weinke (2000)

	Andre Wadsworth (1997)


	Jameis Winston (2013)

	Jameis Winston (2013)

	Darnell Dockett (2003)


	Jordan Travis (2023)

	Jordan Travis (2-23)

	Björn Werner (2012)


	ACC Rookie of the Year

	ACC Offensive Rookie of the Year

	DeMarcus Walker (2016)


	Tamarick Vanover (1992)

	Jameis Winston (2013)

	

	Travis Minor (1997)

	Deondre Francois (2016)

	ACC Defensive Rookie of the Year


	Chris Rix (2001)

	Jacobs Blocking Trophy

	Myron Rolle (2006)


	Jameis Winston (2013)

	Clay Shiver (1994,1995)

	Xavier Rhodes (2010)


	Deondre Francois (2016)

	Tra Thomas (1997)

	Ronald Darby (2012)


	Brian Piccolo Award

	Tarlos Thomas (2000)

	ACC Coach of the Year


	Dan Footman (1992)

	Brett Williams (2001,2002)

	Bobby Bowden (1993, 1997)


	Sam Cowart (1997)

	Rodney Hudson (2008,2009)

	Mike Norvell (2023)


	Corey Simon (1998)

	Cameron Erving (2013, 2014)

	

	Chris Weinke (1999)

	Roderick Johnson (2015, 2016)

	

	Anquan Boldin (2002)

	
	

	Chris Thompson (2012)
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All-Americans
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	Year(s)

	Name

	Position

	
	Year(s)

	Name

	Position


	1964

	Fred Biletnikoff

	WR

	
	1999

	Jason Whitaker

	OL


	1967–1968

	Ron Sellers

	WR

	
	1999

	Sebastian Janikowski

	K


	1979–1980

	Ron Simmons

	DL

	
	1999

	Peter Warrick

	WR


	1983

	Greg Allen

	RB

	
	2000

	Tay Cody

	CB


	1985

	Jamie Dukes

	OL

	
	2000

	Snoop Minnis

	WR


	1987–1988

	Deion Sanders

	CB

	
	2000

	Jamal Reynolds

	DE


	1989

	LeRoy Butler

	CB

	
	2003

	Alex Barron

	OL


	1991

	Terrell Buckley

	CB

	
	2004

	Alex Barron

	OL


	1991-1992

	Marvin Jones

	LB

	
	2010

	Rodney Hudson

	OL


	1993

	Charlie Ward

	QB

	
	2011

	Shawn Powell

	P


	1993

	Corey Sawyer

	CB

	
	2012

	Björn Werner

	DL


	1993

	Derrick Brooks

	LB

	
	2013

	Lamarcus Joyner

	S


	1994

	Derrick Brooks

	LB

	
	2013

	Bryan Stork

	C


	1994

	Clifton Abraham

	CB

	
	2013

	Jameis Winston

	QB


	1995

	Clay Shiver

	C

	
	2014

	Roberto Aguayo

	K


	1996

	Peter Boulware

	DE

	
	2014

	Tre' Jackson

	OL


	1996

	Reinard Wilson

	DE

	
	2014

	Nick O'Leary

	TE


	1997

	Sam Cowart

	LB

	
	2015

	Jalen Ramsey

	CB


	1997

	Andre Wadsworth

	DE

	
	2016

	Dalvin Cook

	RB


	1998

	Sebastian Janikowski

	K

	
	2016

	DeMarcus Walker

	DE


	1998

	Peter Warrick

	WR

	
	2023

	Jared Verse

	DL


	1999

	Corey Simon

	DL

	
	2024

	Alex Mastromanno

	P




[image: The top 100 FSU football plays: No. 18 — Tensi to Biletnikoff makes FSU  football history - Tomahawk Nation][image: Derrick Brooks = the lb I&#39;ve ever seen | Fsu football, Florida state  seminoles football, Florida state football][image: FSU football to honor Seminole greats Peter Warrick and Odell Haggins -  Tomahawk Nation]



	Biletnikoff

	Brooks

	Warrick
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Bowl Games
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	12/30/2023

	#5 FLORIDA STATE

	vs

	#6 GEORGIA

	3

	63

	L

	Orange Bowl


	12/29/2022

	#13 FLORIDA STATE {10-3}

	vs

	OKLAHOMA {6-7}

	35

	32

	W

	Cheez-It Bowl


	12/31/2019

	FLORIDA STATE (6-7)

	vs

	ARIZONA STATE (8-5)

	14

	20

	L

	Sun Bowl


	12/27/2017

	FLORIDA STATE (7-6)

	vs

	SOUTHERN MISS (8-5)

	42

	13

	W

	Independence Bowl


	12/30/2016

	#10 FLORIDA STATE (10-3)

	vs

	#6 MICHIGAN (10-3)

	33

	32

	W

	Orange Bowl


	12/31/2015

	#9 FLORIDA STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#14 HOUSTON (12-1)

	24

	38

	L

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl


	1/1/2015

	#2 FLORIDA STATE (13-1)

	vs

	#3 OREGON (13-1)

	20

	59

	L

	Rose Bowl (National Semi-Final)


	1/6/2014

	#1 FLORIDA STATE (14-0)

	vs

	#2 AUBURN (12-2)

	34

	31

	W

	BCS Championship


	1/1/2013

	#13 FLORIDA STATE (12-2)

	vs

	#16 NORTHERN ILLINOIS (12-2)

	31

	10

	W

	Orange Bowl


	12/29/2011

	#25 FLORIDA STATE (10-4)

	vs

	NOTRE DAME (8-5)

	18

	14

	W

	Champs Sports Bowl


	12/31/2010

	#23 FLORIDA STATE (9-4)

	vs

	#19 SOUTH CAROLINA (9-5)

	26

	17

	W

	Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl


	1/1/2010

	FLORIDA STATE (7-6)

	vs

	#17 WEST VIRGINIA (9-4)

	33

	21

	W

	Gator Bowl


	12/27/2008

	FLORIDA STATE (9-4)

	vs

	WISCONSIN (7-6)

	42

	13

	W

	Champs Sports Bowl


	12/31/2007

	FLORIDA STATE (7-6)

	vs

	KENTUCKY (8-5)

	28

	35

	L

	Music City Bowl


	12/27/2006

	FLORIDA STATE (7-6)

	vs

	UCLA (7-6)

	44

	27

	W

	Emerald Bowl


	1/3/2006

	#23 FLORIDA STATE (8-5)

	vs

	#3 PENN STATE (11-1)

	23

	26

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/2005

	#16 FLORIDA STATE (9-3)

	vs

	WEST VIRGINIA (8-4)

	30

	18

	W

	Gator Bowl


	1/1/2004

	#9 FLORIDA STATE (10-3)

	vs

	#10 MIAMI (11-2)

	14

	16

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/2003

	#16 FLORIDA STATE (9-5)

	vs

	#4 GEORGIA (13-1)

	13

	26

	L

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/2002

	#24 FLORIDA STATE (8-4)

	vs

	#15 VIRGINIA TECH (8-4)

	30

	17

	W

	Gator Bowl


	1/3/2001

	#2 FLORIDA STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#1 OKLAHOMA (13-0)

	2

	13

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/4/2000

	#1 FLORIDA STATE (12-0)

	vs

	#2 VIRGINIA TECH (11-1)

	46

	29

	W

	Sugar Bowl


	1/4/1999

	#2 FLORIDA STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#1 TENNESSEE (13-0)

	16

	23

	L

	Fiesta Bowl


	1/1/1998

	#4 FLORIDA STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#10 OHIO STATE (10-3)

	31

	14

	W

	Sugar Bowl


	1/2/1997

	#1 FLORIDA STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#3 FLORIDA (12-1)

	20

	52

	L

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1996

	#8 FLORIDA STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#6 NOTRE DAME (9-3)

	31

	26

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/2/1995

	#7 FLORIDA STATE (10-1-1)

	vs

	#5 FLORIDA (10-2-1)

	23

	17

	W

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1994

	#1 FLORIDA STATE (12-1)

	vs

	#2 NEBRASKA (11-1)

	18

	16

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1993

	#3 FLORIDA STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#11 NEBRASKA (9-3)

	27

	14

	W

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1992

	#5 FLORIDA STATE (11-2)

	vs

	#9 TEXAS A&M (10-2)

	10

	2

	W

	Cotton Bowl


	12/28/1990

	#6 FLORIDA STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#7 PENN STATE (9-3)

	24

	17

	W

	Blockbuster Bowl


	1/1/1990

	#5 FLORIDA STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#6 NEBRASKA (10-2)

	41

	17

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	1/2/1989

	#4 FLORIDA STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#7 AUBURN (10-2)

	13

	7

	W

	Sugar Bowl


	1/1/1988

	#3 FLORIDA STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#5 NEBRASKA (10-2)

	31

	28

	W

	Fiesta Bowl


	12/31/1986

	FLORIDA STATE (7-4-1)

	vs

	INDIANA (6-6)

	27

	13

	W

	All-American Bowl


	12/30/1985

	#18 FLORIDA STATE (9-3)

	vs

	#19 OKLAHOMA STATE (8-4)

	34

	23

	W

	Gator Bowl


	12/22/1984

	#15 FLORIDA STATE (7-3-2)

	vs

	GEORGIA (7-4-1)

	17

	17

	T

	Florida Citrus Bowl


	12/30/1983

	FLORIDA STATE (7-5)

	vs

	NORTH CAROLINA (8-4)

	28

	3

	W

	Peach Bowl


	12/30/1982

	FLORIDA STATE (9-3)

	vs

	#10 WEST VIRGINIA (9-3)

	31

	12

	W

	Gator Bowl


	1/1/1981

	#2 FLORIDA STATE (10-2)

	vs

	#4 OKLAHOMA (10-2)

	17

	18

	L

	Orange Bowl


	1/1/1980

	#6 FLORIDA STATE (11-1)

	vs

	#5 OKLAHOMA (11-1)

	7

	24

	L

	Orange Bowl


	12/23/1977

	#19 FLORIDA STATE (10-2)

	vs

	TEXAS TECH (7-5)

	40

	17

	W

	Tangerine Bowl


	12/27/1971

	FLORIDA STATE (8-4)

	vs

	#8 ARIZONA STATE (11-1)

	38

	45

	L

	Fiesta Bowl


	12/30/1968

	#19 FLORIDA STATE (8-3)

	vs

	LSU (8-3)

	27

	31

	L

	Peach Bowl


	12/30/1967

	FLORIDA STATE (7-2-2)

	vs

	#10 PENN STATE (8-2-1)

	17

	17

	T

	Gator Bowl


	12/24/1966

	FLORIDA STATE (6-5)

	vs

	WYOMING (10-1)

	20

	28

	L

	Sun Bowl


	1/2/1965

	FLORIDA STATE (9-1-1)

	vs

	OKLAHOMA (6-4-1)

	36

	19

	W

	Gator Bowl


	12/13/1958

	FLORIDA STATE (7-4)

	vs

	#19 OKLAHOMA STATE (8-3)

	6

	15

	L

	Bluegrass Bowl


	1/1/1955

	FLORIDA STATE (8-4)

	vs

	TEXAS-EL PASO (8-3)

	20

	47

	L

	Sun Bowl


	1/2/1950

	FLORIDA STATE (9-1)

	vs

	Wofford (11-1)

	19

	6

	W

	Cigar Bowl
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​[image: Centennial Field - Tallahassee Florida - Former Home of the Tallahassee  Citizens / Tallahassee Pirates / Tallahassee Rebels / Tallahassee Capitals]Stadiums

[image: ]


Centennial Field {1947-1949}

Florida State began to play at Centennial Field during the team's 1947 season and would continue to play there for the following two years (1948 and 1949).

––––––––
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[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/67/Dedication_game_at_Doak_Campbell_Stadium-_Tallahassee%2C_Florida_%287374683070%29.jpg/220px-Dedication_game_at_Doak_Campbell_Stadium-_Tallahassee%2C_Florida_%287374683070%29.jpg]Doak Campbell Stadium {1950-present}

The stadium, named after former school president Doak Sheridan Campbell, hosted its first game against the Randolph-Macon College Yellowjackets on October 7, 1950 with the Seminoles winning the game 40–7. At that time the facility had a seating capacity of 15,000. Doak Campbell Stadium, with its original capacity of 15,000 in 1950, was built at a cost of $250,000. In 1954, the stadium grew to a capacity of 19,000. Six thousand more seats were added in 1961. During the Bill Peterson era (1960–70), the stadium was expanded to 40,500 seats, and it remained at that capacity for the next 14 years. Since that time, the stadium has expanded to almost 83,000, largely due to the success of the football team under head coach Bobby Bowden coupled with the ever-growing student body. It now is the second largest football stadium in the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC).

[image: Former FSU LB Kendrick Scott starts petition to rename Doak Campbell Stadium]Aesthetically, a brick facade surrounding the stadium matches the architectural design of most of the buildings on the university's campus. In addition to the obvious recreational uses, The University Center surrounds the stadium and houses many of the university's offices as well as The College of Motion Picture Arts, The Dedman School of Hospitality, and The College of Social Work. The field was officially named Bobby Bowden field on November 20, 2004 as Florida State hosted intrastate rival Florida. Florida State has been recognized as having one of the best gameday atmospheres in the country, and Doak Campbell Stadium has been named one of the top stadiums in college sports. 

Doak Campbell Stadium has been a great home field advantage for the Noles. Florida State is one of only three schools that can boast a decade home field unbeaten streak. The Seminoles never lost a home game from 1992–2001, a total of 54 games, and have completed 23 undefeated seasons at their home stadiums, including 21 at Doak Campbell. The record crowd for the stadium is 84,431; set during a game against the Notre Dame Fighting Irish on October 18, 2014.



​
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Rivalries
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[image: ]Florida-Florida State Rivalry

The Florida Gators are the main rival of the Florida State Seminoles. Florida State and Florida have played each other 64 times, with the Gators holding a 38–28–2 advantage through the 2024 season. After the arrival of Bobby Bowden in 1976, the Seminoles compiled a record of 24–21–1; the rivals share a record of 10-10 against each other since 2000. The game alternates between Florida's home stadium, Ben Hill Griffin Stadium at Florida Field in Gainesville, Florida and Florida State's home stadium, Bobby Bowden Field at Doak Campbell Stadium in Tallahassee, Florida.

[image: Miami vs. Florida State: Do the Canes finally measure up? - SBNation.com]Florida State-Miami Rivalry 

The rivalry dates to 1951, when the Miami Hurricanes defeated the Seminoles 35–13 in their inaugural meeting. The schools have played uninterrupted since 1966, with Miami leading the series 36–33 through the 2024 season. Florida State holds a 10–7 advantage since the Hurricanes became a conference foe in 2004. During the 1980s and 90s, the series emerged as one of the premier rivalries in college football. Between 1983 and 2013, the Hurricanes and Seminoles combined to win 8 national championships (5 for Miami, 3 for Florida State) and played in 15 national championship games (1983, 85, 86, 87, 89, 91, 92, 93, 96, 98, 99, 2000, 01, 02, 13). The rivalry has been popular not only because of its profound national championship implications and the competitiveness of the games but also because of the immense NFL-caliber talent typically present on the field when the two teams meet. The famous 1987 matchup featured over 50 future NFL players on both rosters combined.

The rivalry is a television ratings bonanza, accounting for the two highest rated college football telecasts in ESPN history. The 2006 game between Miami and FSU was the second most-viewed college football game, regular season or bowl, in the history of ESPN, averaging 6.33 million households in viewership (a 6.9 rating). It trailed only the 1994 game between Miami and FSU, which notched a 7.7 rating.

Florida State-Virginia Rivalry {Jefferson-Eppes Trophy} 

[image: Noles News: Can FSU bring the Jefferson-Eppes trophy back to Tally? -  Tomahawk Nation]The Seminoles also have a rivalry with the Virginia Cavaliers. Florida State and Virginia compete for the Jefferson–Eppes Trophy. The two schools have played for the trophy since its creation in 1995. It has been awarded a total of 19 times, with FSU receiving it 14 times (FSU vacated its 2006 win). The Seminoles hold the all-time advantage 14–4 through the 2023 season. Because of conference expansion, the teams no longer play annually; the teams last met in 2019.

The Jefferson–Eppes Trophy is awarded to the winner of the Florida State–Virginia game. This game was played annually from 1992 through 2005, but since the conference split into divisions, the teams meet twice every six years. Florida State has been awarded the trophy 15 times.
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​[image: 1947 Football - Year In Review]1947 Florida State Seminoles 
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In its first and only season under head coach Ed Williamson, the team compiled a 0–5 record and was outscored by a total of 90 to 18. The team played its home games at Centennial Field in Tallahassee, Florida. In September 1947, the Florida State College for Women became coeducational, was renamed Florida State University, and announced that it would field a football team, though it had no plans to compete with the University of Florida "for some time to come." The 1947 team was Florida State's first football team since 1904, after which Florida State became a women's college. Ed Williamson served as both athletic director and football coach and vowed to develop "a 'well rounded athletic program' without particular emphasis on football or any other single sport." In five games during the 1947 season, the team gained only 687 yards from scrimmage. The team completed 32 of 87 passes for 400 yards and 14 interceptions. "Red" Parrish was the team's leading rusher with 111 yards. Fullback Kenneth McLean led the team with 105 yards of total offense (105 rushing yards, 45 passing yards).

Home games were played at Centennial Field


	9/27/1947

	Florida State

	vs

	STETSON  

	6

	14

	L


	10/4/1947

	Florida State

	@

	Cumberland 

	0

	6

	L


	10/11/1947

	Florida State

	vs

	TENNESSEE TECH 

	6

	27

	L


	10/18/1947

	Florida State

	vs

	TROY STATE

	6

	36

	L


	10/25/1947

	Florida State

	vs

	JACKSONVILLE STATE

	0

	7

	L


	Coach: Ed Williamson

	
	
	Season Record >>

	18

	59

	0-5




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

STETSON

The Seminoles hosted the Hatters at Centennial Field in front of 8,000 fans in their first game ever. Charlie McMillan caught a touchdown pass from Don Grant to give the Noles’ a 6-0 halftime lead. Stetson rallied in the 2nd half with two touchdowns to defeat FSU, 14-6. The Noles’ offense was held to 111 yards.

Cumberland

Hampered by wind, rain and mud, a Cumberland University football squad eked out a 6 to 0 victory over a visiting Florida State. The game's only score came in the second quarter when Bernard Hicks took a 10 yard pass from Brown Braley on Florida State's 20 yard line and cut across the gridiron for the only marker of the game. Both teams dropped the slippery, heavy ball numerous times. The hometown team recovered three of its five fumbles, while Florida State regained six of its 11 bobbles. The passing was as numerous, and as bad, as the fumbling. Florida State made 11 attempts, completed three and had two intercepted. The Bulldogs tossed 16, completed six, and saw Florida State grab three. In the last quarter Florida State made its bid for a score moving up to the Cumberland 25 yard line, but there the Bulldogs held them for downs.

TENNESSEE TECH

The Seminoles hosted Tennessee Tech at Centennial Field before over 5,000 fans. The Tech defense held FSU to 105 total yards, including only 5 yards rushing. Tech took a 27-0 lead into the 4th quarter. Billy O’Steen scored from 2 yards out for the Seminoles lone touchdown in a 27-6 defeat at the hands of the Eagles.

TROY STATE

Troy State jumped to a 24-0 halftime lead before a Thanksgiving Day crowd of over 3,000. Troy State ran back two intercepted passes for touchdowns, passed for two touchdowns and ran for two touchdowns as they rolled to a 36-6 victory over the Seminoles. Leonard Melton scored from 1 yard out for the Seminoles lone touchdown.

JACKSONVILLE STATE

The Jacksonville State Teachers College Gamecocks maintained their place among the nation's unbeaten with a first period scoring march that gave them a slim 7-0 win before over 3,500 fans at Centennial Field. The Seminoles held the Gamecocks to 199 yards while managing 178 yards of total offense on the day.
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[image: 1948 Football - Year In Review]1948 Florida State Seminoles 
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1948 was Don Veller's first year as Florida State's head coach. The Seminoles went 7-1 on the season and were Dixie Conference champions. In 1948, the Dixie Conference was formed with nine schools: Florida State, Howard, Lambuth, Mercer, Millsaps, Mississippi College, Oglethorpe, Stetson and Tampa. Five of the schools had football teams: Florida State, Millsaps, Mississippi College, Stetson and Tampa. The Dixie Conference did not allow scholarships, but they allowed freshmen and transfers to play. FSU had all four of its football conference opponents on it's 1948 schedule.


	Dixie Conference Champions




Home games were played at Centennial Field


	10/2/1948

	Florida State

	vs

	CUMBERLAND

	30

	0

	W


	10/9/1948

	Florida State

	@

	Erskine 

	6

	14

	L


	10/16/1948

	Florida State

	@

	Millsaps

	7

	6

	W


	10/23/1948

	Florida State

	@

	Stetson  

	18

	7

	W


	10/30/1948

	Florida State

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE

	26

	6

	W


	11/6/1948

	Florida State

	vs

	LIVINGSTON STATE  

	12

	6

	W


	11/13/1948

	Florida State

	@

	Troy State  

	20

	13

	W


	11/20/1948

	Florida State

	vs

	TAMPA 

	33

	12

	W


	Coach: Don Veller

	
	
	Season Record >>

	152

	64

	7-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

CUMBERLAND

The Seminoles hammered out a 30-0 triumph over an outclassed Cumberland University Bulldog team before 6,500 fans in Centennial field. FSU had 426 yards of total offense while holding Cumberland to 133 yards. Ken Mclean and Red Parrish each ran for two touchdowns, with McLean rushing for 146 yards and Parrish rushing for 111 yards.

Erskine

The Seminoles traveled to Anderson, SC to play the Erskine. Clarence Lowery scored twice for Erskine as they held off the Seminoles in a 14-6 victory. Ken Mclean scored the lone FSU touchdown, which gave the Noles’ an early 6-0 lead. Erskine rolled to 420 yards of total offense, with 358 yards on the ground.

Millsaps

Florida State came from behind with a 52 yard touchdown drive and a perfect point from placement by Joe Crona to knock the Millsaps Majors from the ranks of the undefeated teams with a 7-6 victory. Buddy Strauss scored from 10 yards out to give the Seminoles the lead, which they made stand up for the rest of the game.

Stetson

Florida State traveled to Deland to play before a Stetson homecoming crowd of 4,500 fans that was highlighted by an action packed first half that provided all the scoring and most of the thrills. Buddy Strauss scored from 2 yards out to start the scoring. Trailing 7-6, Ken McLean threw a 19 yard TD pass to Red Parrish, that was followed by Ted Hewitt’s 99 yard interception return for a touchdown to give the Seminoles an 18-7 lead that stood up for the final score.
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MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE

The Seminoles rolled to a decisive 26-6 triumph over Mississippi College before a crowd of 6,000 fans in Centennial Field. The Choctaw’s led 6-0 after the 1st quarter, then FSU poured it on. Red Parrish caught a 53 yard TD pass from Ken McLean and then followed it up with a 40 yard touchdown run. Buddy Strauss scored from 1 yard out in the 3rd quarter and Whitey Urqhuart scored from 1 yard out in the 4th quarter to seal the win for the Seminoles.

LIVINGSTON STATE

The teams were tied 0-0 at halftime and FSU trailed 6-0 after the 3rd quarter, but finally broke through a stubborn Livingston State College defense in the fourth period and pounded out a 12-6 victory over the tiring Tigers in a rough and tumble tilt before 5,000 fans in Centennial Field. Ken McLean ran for two 4th quarter touchdown to rally the Seminoles to victory.

Troy State

The Seminoles traveled to Dothan, AL on a 4 game winning streak. The Seminoles struck through the air late in the fourth period to break a 13-13 deadlock and take a 20-13 victory over the Troy State Red Wave before a slim crowd of 1,500. Norman Eubanks caught a 24 yard TD pass from Walter Foy for the winning touchdown. Ken McLean and Red Parrish ran for short touchdowns earlier in the game to give the Noles’ a chance to win.

TAMPA

Florida State University Seminoles rumbled to the Dixie Conference's championship by trampling the Tampa Spartans 33-12 before a colorful homecoming crowd of 7,000 in sun-drenched Centennial Field. The Noles’ rumbled to 512 yards of total offense and five different players scored in the win. Ken McLean, Bo Manuel and Ralph Chaudron ran for touchdowns. Norman Eubanks caught a 35 yard TD pass from Whitey Urhquart and Ernie Reddick caught an 18 yard TD pass from Chaudron to cap the scoring for FSU.
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1949 was Don Veller's second year as Florida State's head coach. The Seminoles went 9-1 on the season and were Dixie Conference champions again. They played Wofford in the Cigar Bowl in Havana, Cuba.

––––––––
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	Dixie Conference Champions




Home games were played at Centennial Field


	9/24/1949

	Florida State

	vs

	WHITING FIELD

	74

	0

	W

	

	10/1/1949

	Florida State

	@

	Mississippi College  

	33

	12

	W

	

	10/4/1949

	Florida State

	vs

	ERSKINE

	28

	7

	W

	

	10/15/1949

	Florida State

	@

	Sewanee  

	6

	0

	W

	

	10/22/1949

	Florida State

	vs

	STETSON  

	33

	14

	W

	

	10/29/1949

	Florida State

	@

	Livingston State

	6

	13

	L

	

	11/5/1949

	Florida State

	vs

	MILLSAPS  

	40

	0

	W

	

	11/12/1949

	Florida State

	@

	Tampa 

	34

	7

	W

	

	11/19/1949

	Florida State

	vs

	TROY STATE

	20

	0

	W

	

	1/1/1950

	Florida State

	vs

	WOFFORD  

	19

	6

	W

	Cigar Bowl 


	Coach: Don Veller

	
	
	Season Record >>

	219

	59

	9-1

	



Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

WHITING FIELD

A crowd of around 6,800 fans watched the Seminoles roll relentlessly up and down Centennial field as they scored in every period to set a new modern high-scoring mark for the school. Buddy Strauss ran for two touchdowns, Ralph Chaudron returned a punt 75 yards for a touchdown and ran 15 yards for a touchdown and Ernie Reddick ran 15 yards for a touchdown, returned an interception 20 yards for a touchdown and caught a 55 yard pass from Dick Peterson for a touchdown to lead the Seminoles.

Mississippi College

The Seminoles rumbled over Mississippi College's Choctaws 33-12 with a power packed running attack headed by fullback Buddy Strauss. Strauss ran for 161 yards and a touchdown and threw a 9 yard touchdown pass to Ted Hewitt. Ken McLean, Red Parrish and Dick Peterson all ran for touchdowns.

ERSKINE

The Seminoles slammed over three quick touchdowns in a scoring burst early and raced on to a 26-7 triumph over Erskine's Flying Fleet before a crowd of 6,800 fans in Centennial Field. In a short space of 10 plays, beginning late in the first period and running over into the early minutes of the second quarter, the Indians took advantage of every break to score three touchdowns that clinched the decision. Dick Peterson started the flurry when he pounded over right guard from two yards out to climax a 50 yard march. Loren Maltby recovered a Fleet fumble on the 37, and two plays later Walter Foy swept right end for 32 yards and a touchdown. Maltby recovered another fumble on the 29 yard line on the first play following FSU's second touchdown and Peterson cracked over right tackle from 3 yards out for the score. Red Parish accounted for FSU's final score, running around left end for 14 yards on a reverse.
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Sewanee

Florida State punched out a fourth period touchdown to defeat the University of the South (Sewanee) 6-0 in a game played in the fog. Red Parrish scored from 18 yards out for the lone Seminoles touchdown. The Seminole defense held Sewanee to 86 yards of total offense.

STETSON

Florida State rolled over the Stetson Hatters 33-14 in a decisive show of power staged before an estimated crowd of 7,500 at the Gator Bowl in Jacksonville. The Seminoles scored twice in the second period and three times in the third quarter to take a commanding 33-0 lead that stood up until the fading minutes of the final quarter when the Hatters struck for two quick scores against the Seminole reserves. Five different Seminole players scored touchdowns and the defense held the Hatters to 77 yards of total offense.

Livingston State

Florida State’s hope for a perfect season was ended by a big, tough Livingston Tiger team halted the Seminoles' undeafeated march at 11 straight games by snatching a 13-6 decision. The Tigers put together a pair of touchdowns in the second and fourth periods to offset the Seminoles' lone tally by Walter Foy in the third period. The Seminoles were outgained 263 yards to 187 yards.

MILLSAPS

The Seminoles mauled Millsaps' undermanned Majors 40-0 before a gala Homecoming crowd of around 7,500 in Centennial Field. FSU ground out 271 yards running and added another 132 yards through the air. They held the Majors to 21 yards of total offense, which included minus 34 yards rushing. Red Parrish ran for a touchdown, caught a touchdown pass and threw a 22 yard TD pass to Chris Banakas. Dick Peterson ran for a touchdown and threw two touchdown passes, one to Ted Hewitt and one to Red Parrish.

Tampa

A shivering crowd of around 4,000 fans saw the Spartans turn in their best game of the season against the heavily favored Indians before going down under the weight of superior manpower, 34-7, and a succession of breaks which the Seminoles quickly cashed in. FSU concentrated all its scoring in two periods, the second when they scored three times, and the fourth when they added their final two TDs. In between those two flurries Tampa punched across its only score in the third period. The running Red Parish and an effective passing game operated by Buddy Strauss and Dick Peterson either scored or set up four of the Indians five touchdowns. Parish picked up 101 yards in 13 carries, raced 20 yards for one score, 22 yards to the two to set up another, and kept the attack moving with additional jaunts of 14, 36 and 19 yards.

TROY STATE

The Seminoles fired a quick three touchdown burst at a stunned Troy State team and rode safely in to a 20-0 victory over the Red Wave before a chilled crowd of around 4,000 fans in Centennial Field. Red Parish passed 37 yards to end Chris Banakas for the first score. Dick Peterson accounted for the last two touchdowns, ramming over from the eight, then slicing off tackle from the three. Parrish ran for 122 yards.
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1949 CIGAR BOWL
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Florida State wasn’t given much of of a chance against the Wofford Terriers, who were established as 14 point favorites, but the Seminoles pounded the burly South Carolinians into submission and scored a surprising 19-6 upset victory in the fourth annual Shrine Cigar Bowlgame played before around 14,000. Buddy Strauss ran for 132 yards and a touchdown, and Red Parrish scored two touchdowns to lead the Seminole attack. 
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1950 was Don Veller's third year as Florida State's head coach. The Seminoles went 8-0 on the season and were Dixie Conference champions again. It was the first undefeated season at Florida State. The second game, a victory against Randolph–Macon, was the first game played at Doak Campbell Stadium.

Wayne Benner {B} {Cleveland Browns} and Bill Driver {B} {Cleveland Browns} were selected in the 1951 NFL draft.
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	Dixie Conference Champions




Home games were played at Doak Campbell Stadium


	9/23/1950

	Florida State

	@

	Troy State  

	26

	7

	W


	9/30/1950

	Florida State

	vs

	RANDOLPH MACON

	40

	7

	W


	10/7/1950

	Florida State

	vs

	HOWARD

	20

	6

	W


	10/14/1950

	Florida State

	@

	Newberry

	24

	0

	W


	10/21/1950

	Florida State

	vs

	SEWANEE

	14

	8

	W


	10/28/1950

	Florida State

	@

	Stetson  

	27

	7

	W


	11/4/1950

	Florida State

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE

	33

	0

	W


	11/11/1950

	Florida State

	vs

	TAMPA 

	35

	19

	W


	Coach: Don Veller

	
	
	Season Record >>

	219

	54

	8-0




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

Troy State

Florida State opened its season with a 26-7 victory over Troy State Teachers. FSU started rolling early in the first quarter after Dick Wade's punt was blocked on the Troy 13. FSU drove to a first down on the 2 and Tom Brown went around left end for the score. Ernie Huggett's kick was good. A 34 yard pass from Dick Peterson to Brown brought Florida State its second touchdown. Brown ran 15 yards for the touchdown. Late in the second quarter, Mike Sellers drove five yards over left guard and then 24 inside right tackle for the third touchdown. Huggett's kick was blocked a second time. James Arnold blocked his second punt in the third to set up Florida State's last touchdown when Dick Turk scored from 1 yard out. 

RANDOLPH-MACON

Florida State romped to t 40-7 before a record crowd of 9,676 fans. Mike Sellers ran for 110 yards and two touchdowns. Dick Peterson, Dick Turk and Nelson Itailiano ran for touchdowns and Eddie Gray caught a 25 yard touchdown pass from Dick Peterson to cap the scoring for the Seminoles.

HOWARD

Florida State had to pull out all the stops and take advantage of a couple of breaks last night to score a 20-6 triumph over the Howard College Bulldogs in Doak S. Campbell Stadium. A crowd of 5,537 fans saw the lightly regarded invaders from Birmingham bottle up the heavily favored Seminoles in the first quarter and then take a 6-0 lead in the opening minutes of the second quarter. Two third period touchdowns which climaxed drives of 60 and 59 yards and a 30 yard power exhibition by fullback Mike Sellers in the third period were the blows that finally broke the Bulldogs' backs. Sellers scored from 1 yard out each time and Nelson Italiano scored from 1 yard out for the Seminoles.
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Newberry

The Seminoles overcame the effects of numerous penalties, a wet field, and a gallant Newberry College effort to fashion a 24-0 triumph. FSU punched over a score in each of the four quarters, while keeping the Newberry attack well bottled up with a hard-charging line and an alert secondary. Nelson Italiano threw for two touchdowns and ran for one to lead the offense. Eddie Gray caught an 80 yard TD pass and Clint Thomas caught a 20 yard TD Pass. Dick Turk scored from 1 yard out to cap the scoring for the Seminoles.

SEWANEE

The Seminoles had to struggle and then pull out all the stops in a second half comeback to subdue a stubborn Sewanee team 14-8 before a record Homecoming crowd in Doak S. Campbell Stadium, while an estimated crowd of 12,033 homecoming fans watched. Ted Hewitt returned an interception 54 yards for a touchdown and Nelson Italiano ran 13 yards for a touchdown for the Seminoles. Italiano added 85 yards on the ground.

Stetson

Florida State punched and pounded Stetson's Hatters into submission in a 27-7 triumph that left most of a record crowd of 6,000 stunned at Municipal Stadium in Deland. FSU shot off to a 13-0 lead in the first four minutes, scored again on a beautiful 57 yard pass play at the end of the first half and then had enough left for one final touchdown thrust in the fourth period. Nelson Italiano threw two touchdown passes, one to Bill Driver for 15 yards and one to Harold Bringger for 57 yards. Mike Sellers ran for two touchdowns and the Seminoles outgained the Hatters 376 yards to 198 yards.

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE

Florida State continued their unbeaten march blasting Mississippi College out of their path 33-0, before a chilled crowd of 5,000 in Doak S. Campbell Stadium. Harry Bringger caught two touchdown passes from Nelson Italiano and Mike Sellers and Dick Turk ran for touchdowns. Cliff Powell caught a 16 yard TD pass from Gary Folsom to cap the scoring for the Noles.

TAMPA

Florida State exploded for three lightning like touchdowns in the space of four minutes and eight seconds of a fast and furious fourth quarter in Campbell Stadium to bury the Tampa Spartans' hopes of an upset by a 35-19 score. The game was tied 13-13 when the Seminoles put the game away on a Harry Bringger 34 yard TD pass from Nelson Italiano, a 27 yard TD run by Italiano and Wayne Benner’s 11 yard return of a blocked punt for touchdown. Mike Sellers ran for one touchdown and Bringger caught a 27 yard TD pass from Italiano in the first half.
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1951 was Don Veller's fourth year as Florida State's head coach. The Seminoles went 6-2 on the season and it was the beginning of the longstanding rivalry with Miami. The Hurricanes won the first meeting by a score of 35–13.

1951 was the first year FSU offered scholarships to their athletes because of that, in the spring of 1951 FSU withdrew from the Dixie Conference. Roy Thompson {B} {Cleveland Browns} was selected in the 1952 NFL draft.

Home games were played at Doak Campbell Stadium


	9/29/1951

	Florida State

	vs

	TROY STATE

	40

	0

	W


	10/6/1951

	Florida State

	@

	Miami

	13

	35

	L


	10/13/1951

	Florida State

	vs

	DELTA STATE

	34

	0

	W


	10/20/1951

	Florida State

	vs

	SUL ROSS STATE

	35

	13

	W


	10/27/1951

	Florida State

	vs

	STETSON  

	13

	10

	W


	11/3/1951

	Florida State

	@

	Jacksonville Navy

	39

	0

	W


	11/10/1951

	Florida State

	vs

	WOFFORD  

	14

	0

	W


	11/17/1951

	Florida State

	vs

	TAMPA 

	6

	14

	L


	Coach: Don Veller

	
	
	Season Record >>

	188

	72

	6-2




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

TROY STATE

Florida State opened the season hosting Troy State and rolled to a 40-0 victory. Mike Sellers and Ronnie King each ran for two touchdowns. Dick Turk ran 4 yards for a touchdown and Bob Whitmer caught a 14 yard pass from Nelson Italiano to close out the scoring for the Seminoles. FSU had 375 yards of total offense while holding the Red Wave to 8 total yards.
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In the very first meeting between the two schools, FSU traveled to Miami to visit the Hurricanes in just the second game of the year for both teams. The tone was set early as Miami jumped to a 28-0 lead at halftime. During the start of the second half, FSU got the ball and marched down the field scoring a touchdown cutting the deficit to 21, but Miami was just too much as the very next possession Miami flew down the field for their fifth touchdown of the game, giving Miami the lead at 35-7 after three. FSU would score one more time in the fourth quarter, but missed the extra point, wide right. Neither team scored again as Miami beat FSU, 35-13.

DELTA STATE

Sparked by Nelson Italiano, who set a new Seminole passing record of 191 yards gained on seven completions, Florida State struck through the air last night to defeat Delta State Teachers 34-0 before a slim crowd of 5,308 in Doak S. Campbell Stadium. Italiano ran 1 yard for a touchdown to go along with his two touchdown passes. Bob Whitmer caught a 28 yard pass from Gary Folsom and Preston Bradley ran 5 yards for a touchdown. Earl O’Neal and Curt Campbell caught Italiano’s TD throws. The Noles had 360 yards of total offense.

Page | 

SUL ROSS STATE

The Seminoles sloshed to a 35-13 triumph over the Texans before a scant, rain-coated crowd of 1,969 fans in Doak S. Campbell Stadium. A three-touchdown explosion in the second period in the space of six minutes and 22 seconds blew the ball game apart after the battling Lobos had clawed out a 13-7 margin in the first period. Mike Sellers ran for two touchdowns and returned a blocked punt 11 yards for a touchdown. Nelson Italiano ran 40 yards for a touchdown and Curt Campbell returned an interception 30 yards for a touchdown for the Noles.

STETSON

The Seminoles surged back with a second half assault to squeeze by a spirited Stetson Hatter squad, 13-10, before a record Homecoming throng of 13,701 in overcast Doak S. Campbell Stadium. Mike Sellers scored from 3 yards out and Preston Bradley blocked and returned it 7 yards for a touchdown to give the Noles a comeback victory.

Jacksonville Navy

Florida State fired a six-touchdown salvo into an overmatched, under-conditioned Jacksonville Naval Air Station and shot the futile Flyers down, 39-0 before a slim, shivering crowd of 1,732.  Dick Turk ran for two touchdowns and Curt Campbell caught two touchdown passes from Gary Folsom to lead the Seminoles. Mike Sellers added a touchdown run and Tommy Brown returned a punt 58 yards for a touchdown. The Noles defense held the Flyers to 115 yards of total offense.

WOFFORD

Florida State’s hard charging defensive line held Wofford's Terriers completely at bay yesterday as the Seminoles scored a 14-0 win before a crowd of 5,666 fans at Doak S. Campbell Stadium. The Seminole defense limited the Terriers to 42 yards on the ground. Curt Campbell caught a 27 yard pass from Nelson Italiano and Dick Turk ran for a touchdown for the Seminole points.

TAMPA

A record Tampa University crowd of around 12,000 saw the Spartans hand the Seminoles their second loss of the season. Vince Chicko and Gene King, and a hard-running fullback, Jim Mathis, combined with some fierce line play by the Spartans to fashion a stunning upset victory. Chicko scored Tampa's first touchdown in the first period on a 75 yard punt return, and Mathis scored the second and clinching TD on the first play of the fourth period with an 18 yard reverse run. Nelson Italiano scored FSU's lone touchdown in the third period with a 35 yard slash off right tackle
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1951 was Don Veller's fifth year as Florida State's head coach. The Seminoles went 1-8-1 on the season. Florida State boosted the value of its athletic scholarships to rival as much as the Southeastern and Southern Conference teams are allowed by their rules to give.

No Seminole players were selected in the 1953 NFL draft.

Home games were played at Doak Campbell Stadium


	9/27/1952

	Florida State

	vs

	LOUISIANA TECH  

	13

	32

	L


	10/4/1952

	Florida State

	vs

	LOUISVILLE

	14

	41

	L


	10/11/1952

	Florida State

	vs

	VMI

	7

	28

	L


	10/25/1952

	Florida State

	@

	NC State  

	7

	13

	L


	11/1/1952

	Florida State

	vs

	STETSON  

	6

	6

	T


	11/8/1952

	Florida State

	vs

	MISSISSIPPI SOUTHERN 

	21

	50

	L


	11/15/1952

	Florida State

	vs

	FURMAN

	0

	9

	L


	11/22/1952

	Florida State

	@

	Georgia Tech

	0

	30

	L


	11/29/1952

	Florida State

	@

	Wofford

	27

	13

	W


	12/6/1952

	Florida State

	vs

	TAMPA 

	6

	39

	L


	Coach: Don Veller

	
	
	Season Record >>

	101

	261

	1-8-1




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

Selected game(s) highlights

LOUISIANA TECH

With a line that dominated the FSU lines all night, and a set of backs who chewed yardage out of the middle and around ends, the Bulldogs rocketed to a 32-0 lead before the stunned Seminoles could strike back for two TDs in the fourth period on a five yard blast through the middle by Nelson Italiano and a 20 yard pass from Roy Thompson to Ronnie King.

LOUISVILLE

The Louisville Cardinals rumbled to a 41-14 victory over Florida State University last night before a crowd of 10,636 that included 1,622 "Band Day" performers. Fullback Jim Williams battered the Seminoles into submission on the ground and quarterback Johnny Unitas passed them dizzy in the air, the Cardinals rolled up the highest score any team has racked up against Florida State in its six seasons. Williams had 143 yards rushing and scored three times. Unitas put on the finest passing show ever staged in Campbell Stadium. He completed 15 out of 21 for 195 yards and three touchdowns. Al Woodham ran 34 yards for a touchdown and Roy Thompson ran 3 yards for a touchdown for the Seminoles points.

VIRGINIA MILITARY

Two long passes completed behind the Seminole defensive left half, a short 17 yard punt and two fumbles were the mistakes that cost FSU against the colorful Keydets. Nelson Italiano ran 1 yard for a touchdown to the Noles a 7-0 lead, but it was all VMI after that, as they cruised to a 28-7 win over FSU. The Keydets outgained the Seminoles 374 yards to 234 yards.

NC State

A 70 yard return of an intercepted pass by all-Southern Conference halfback Alex Webster on the first play of the fourth period gave the North Carolina State College Wolfpack a hard-earned 13-7 victory here today over an injury-riddled Florida State University football team. A homecoming crowd of only 6,000 was present to see the tilt. Stan Dobosz ran 10 yards for a touchdown to give the Seminoles an early 7-0 lead, but the Wolfpack battled back and held the Noles offense scoreless in the 2nd half. The Wolfpack outgained the Noles 318 yards to 184 yards.
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STETSON

An underdog Florida State fought Stetson to a 6-6 tie before 10,000 fans at the Tangerine Bowl in Orlando. FSU scored first in the second quarter, moving 44 yards in six plays with freshman fullback Stan Dobosz getting the last two yards at the middle of the line. Stetson stormed back in the third period, speeding 86 yards in 12 plays with freshman Billy Odom getting the last 45 when he broke off right tackle and outraced the Seminole secondary to score standing up.

MISSISSIPPI SOUTHERN

Mississippi Southern exploded for six touchdowns and a safety in the first half, then cruised to a 50-21 triumph over Florida State University before a slim crowd of 5,020 fans in Doak S. Campbell Stadium. Ronnie King caught a 6 yard pass from Nelson Italiano to tie the game at 7-7, but it was all Mississippi Southern after that. King caught a 6 yard TD pass from Bobby Fiveash for the other Noles score.

FURMAN

Florida State’s best all-around performance of the season wasn't good enough to overcome mistakes and breaks and give the Seminoles their first victory of the season yesterday as Furman's Purple Hurricane punched out a 9-0 triumph before a slim Homecoming crowd of 8,096 fans at Doak Campbell Stadium. Gene Pedrick's nine yard dash inside right tackle for a touchdown on the quarterback option play in the third period, and Gus Pringels' 10 yard field goal in the fourth quarter were all the scoring that the Purple Hurricane needed as FSU failed to score for the first time in 41 straight games.

Georgia Tech

Georgia Tech struck for 4 lightning touchdowns and a safety in the first and third periods and coasted to a 30-0 triumph over an outmanned Florida State. A crowd estimated at 25,000 saw the Ramblin’ Wreck take a 16-0 lead in the first half and tacked on two quick TD's in the opening minutes of the third period while on the way to their tenth victory of the season and their 24th win in a row without a defeat. The Noles were held to 171 yards of total offense.

Wofford

Florida State mixed a powerful running game with two touchdown passes to come from behind and defeat Wofford 27-13 for their first victory of the season. Wofford and the 3,500 freezing fans that turned out, got a small consolation in Jack Abell's pass catching as he grabbed four catches for a season total of 56 to break all existing pass receiving records in U.S. College football. After spotting the Terriers a 7-0 lead in the first period, FSU struck back for two TD's in the second period on Nelson Italiano's six yard run off tackle for one score and his 28 yard pass to Stan Dobosz for a second. Hitting again in the third period, FSU sent Bobby Fiveash off left guard for an 11 yard score, then came back for a fourth and final TD on a 26 yard pass from Fiveash to "Crazylegs" Al Woodham. The Noles offense rushed for 299 yards on the ground.

TAMPA

Vince Chicko bolted 54 and 38 yards for touchdowns on punt returns to lead Tampa University to a 39-6 football victory over Florida State at Doak Campbell Stadium. Al Leathers punched over for two touchdowns and Tom Spack and Bob Boucher each counted once as Tampa scored in every period to achieve its second straight victory over FSU in the bitter intra-state rivalry. The game was played before fewer than 4,000 fans. Bobby Fiveash scored from 18 yards out for the lone Seminole touchdown.
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