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			Dedication

			
		
    Dedication
This book is written in memory of the late father of Kera Yaka, the greatest storyteller Waimis-Aiyumpak village ever knew—Yaka Tolo.
In the traditional *hausman* that served as sleeping quarters for men in Western Enga, stories came alive every night. By the fire, rolling and enjoying local tobacco, Korael's father would tell tales that brought the mountains to life. Young Korael Da'Oopsiak, his brothers, and clan-boys would gather around—some sitting by the fire, others on wooden beds. The warmth from the flames made sleep come as sweetly as if they were wrapped in warm blankets.
His stories covered all of Western Enga—from Kandep to Porgera-Paiela, from Laiagam-Sirunki to Maip-Mulitaka districts. He told of the first missionaries who walked highland paths, the Australian *luluaies* and *tultuls* who tried to understand mountain ways, and the ancient times when the world was young.
He spoke of tribal wars that echoed through valleys, fighting techniques passed down through generations, and the magic of gardens that fed families. His voice would rise and fall like mountain winds, becoming a lullaby that carried young hearts into dreams of adventure.
When morning came, they would wake to glowing embers and rekindle the fire for warmth in the cold highland mornings. He would sit by the growing flames, his skilled hands making arrows, weaving bush vines into cables and creating armbands for bows while mother prepared breakfast with sweet *kaukau* in the women's house—a house meant for women only to sleep. But it was the hunting stories that made young hearts race—tales of great catches that captured the spirit of highland life.
Now that Korael has grown up and attended university, his father's gift of storytelling flows through him. This book exists because of that legacy—a bridge between old wisdom and new understanding, between a father's stories and a son's journey into the world. 
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Dedication

This book is written in memory of the late father of Korael Da'Oopsiak, the greatest storyteller Waimis-Aiyumpak village ever knew—Yaka Tolo.

In the traditional 'hausman' that served as sleeping quarters for men in Western Enga, stories came alive every night. By the fire, rolling and enjoying local tobacco, Korael's father would tell tales that brought the mountains to life. Young Korael, his brothers, and clan-boys would gather around—some sitting by the fire, others on wooden beds. The warmth from the flames made sleep come as sweetly as if they were wrapped in warm blankets.

His stories covered all of Western Enga—from Kandep to Porgera-Paiela, from Laiagam-Sirunki to Maip-Mulitaka. He told of the first missionaries who walked highland paths, the Australian *luluais* and *tultuls* who tried to understand mountain ways, and the ancient times when the world was young.

He spoke of tribal wars that echoed through valleys, fighting techniques passed down through generations, and the magic of gardens that fed families. His voice would rise and fall like mountain winds, becoming a lullaby that carried young hearts into dreams of adventure.

When morning came, they would wake to glowing embers and rekindle the fire for warmth in the cold highland mornings. He would sit by the growing flames, his skilled hands making arrows, weaving bush vines into cables and creating armbands for bows while mother prepared breakfast with sweet *kaukau* in the women's house—a house meant for women only to sleep. But it was the hunting stories that made young hearts race—tales of great catches that captured the spirit of highland life.

Now that Korael has grown up and attended university, his father's gift of storytelling flows through him. This book exists because of that legacy—a bridge between old wisdom and new understanding, between a father's stories and a son's journey into the world.

Acknowledgments

This story came to life because of the people who became part of it. Deep thanks to Ribino James, Lasen Iso, and Niga Role—the clan-brother, nephew and cousin who had the special ability to see natural beauty through highland eyes.

The heart of this story beats strongest through Hocky Steven, known as Gushmahn, whose influence shaped every chapter. Heartfelt thanks to PK Pulangi and RK, whose contributions became the foundation of this story, and to clan-sister Jency Mison, whose support gave strength when the path grew difficult.

At the center of it all stands Rela Stanley—the natural beauty herself, bright as morning mist on highland peaks. Without her, this story would never have been born. Because of her, these pages are filled with life, longing, and the pain of love that grows like wildflowers on steep cliffs.

Practical gratitude flows to the Coca-Cola company, whose employment provided the financial foundation that made this book possible—purchasing the phone and data that connected highland stories to modern technology and the miracle of AI assistance that helped bring these words to life.

To readers across the world who will journey through these highland paths made of words—your thoughts and reflections will kindle the fires of inspiration for future stories that weave Western Enga's ancient heart into the tapestry of our interconnected world.

This marks the first literary work of its kind to emerge from Maip-Mulitaka Rural in the Porgera-Paiela Electorate—the final district of Enga Province in Papua New Guinea's soaring highlands. Like the mountains themselves, it will not stand alone for long.

Table of Contents

Dedication  

Acknowledgments  

Author's Note  

About the Author  

Chapter 1: The Game and the Girl  

Chapter 2: Forgotten Wounds and Temporary Comforts  

Chapter 3: New Horizons  

Chapter 4: Life in Goroka  

Chapter 5: Bonds and Complications  

Chapter 6: Highland Hearts and Broken Trust  

Chapter 7: Boiling Point and the Road to Lae  

Chapter 8: The Journey to Lae  

Chapter 9: New Beginnings in Lae  

Chapter 10: Victoria Ventures and the Road Home  

Chapter 11: The Highway of Shadows  

Chapter 12: The Homecoming  

Chapter 13: The Return to Roots  

Chapter 14: The Roadside Revelation

Chapter 15: The Number That Changed Everything

—-
[image: ]


Author's Note

Sunday rugby matches in the Papua New Guinea highlands are more than just games—they become places where dreams meet reality, where hearts break and heal under open skies, where old tribal ways meet new hopes for the future.

This novel tells the true story of one life-changing moment: Korael Da'Oopsiak's honest journey through love, loss, and the hard lessons that come from chasing someone who will never look back at you. What started as attraction to a highland beauty became something deeper—a search to understand where you belong in a world where traditional culture meets modern dreams.

In these pages, you'll see a Papua New Guinea rarely shown to outsiders—where beautiful women watch rugby games like mountain spirits, where quiet conversations reveal the deepest truths about the human heart, and where one Sunday afternoon can change everything you thought you knew about yourself and your place in the world.

This is highland life without pretense, shown in all its beautiful and heartbreaking reality. Through one man's struggle to balance education with village wisdom, ambition with tradition, and love with hard truth, we see the universal human experience of learning to keep walking forward when the world—and the person you love—won't look back.

Every word carries the weight of truth. Every chapter comes from real experience lived and felt. This is not just Korael's story—it is the story of a whole generation caught between worlds, reaching for dreams that may always stay just out of reach.

-Kera Yaka

About the Author

Kera Yaka doesn't just write about highland life—he lives it every day. Born and raised in the mountains of Enga Province, Papua New Guinea, he carries the ancient storytelling gift of his ancestors while navigating the modern world with university education and a clear eye for truth.

His writing goes deep into human experience because it comes from real places—where old wisdom meets new struggles, where traditional culture meets modern dreams in moments of beauty and pain. As someone who has lived highland life, Yaka shows what others cannot see: the true heart of rural PNG, where every emotion runs as deep as mountain valleys and reaches as high as the peaks.

Through novels like *Natural Beauties on Sunday's Local Rugby Match*, he offers something rare in our modern world—real access to Papua New Guinea's highland communities, where truth is
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