

 
 



“This classic has refreshed my spirit time and again when my soul has longed for Christ-centered guidance through a maze of modern detours and diversions. I’m so grateful this special edition of The Pilgrim’s Progress is now available to not only a new generation of Christians but to believers like myself who need direction and refreshment along our journey toward Home.”

JONI EARECKSON TADA, President, Joni and Friends International 
Disability Center

“If any smoothing of Bunyan’s seventeenth-century language plus new colored pictures can set Pilgrim’s Progress aglow in the hearts of today’s young readers, this lovely book will surely do it.”

J. I. PACKER, Professor of Theology, Regent College

“Every generation is heir to John Bunyan’s timeless allegory, and to each generation falls the task of commending this tale anew. The collaboration of editor C. J. Lovik and illustrator Mike Wimmer has yielded a book that could well be a classic for our time. With great care, Lovik has combined the best elements of Bunyan’s rich, evocative prose with accessibility for the modern reader. And in Wimmer, Bunyan has met his illustrator for the twenty-first century. The thirty illustrations that grace this edition are a world in themselves—the equal of any that appear in J.R.R. Tolkien’s books.”

KEVIN BELMONTE, lead historical consultant for the motion picture 
Amazing Grace

“If you are looking for a classic edition of The Pilgrim’s Progress, with a simplified form of Bunyan’s original text, traditional color illustrations, and explanatory notes, this is undoubtedly the version for you.”

TIMOTHY DOWLEY, author of The Christians

“For two centuries following its publication (Part 1 in 1678, Part 2 in 1684), The Pilgrim’s Progress gained the status of best-read book (apart from the Bible). This magnificent production by Crossway with stunning illustrations by Mike Wimmer should help reinstate Bunyan’s classic allegory to the status it belongs. It should be a question we ask ourselves: Have I read The Pilgrim’s Progress? If not, repent immediately, for in taking up this volume you will find pastoral insights from a pastor of souls to help you discover the biblical way of salvation and aid you in the journey home.”

DEREK W. H. THOMAS, John E. Richards Professor of Systematic Theology, Reformed Theological Seminary (Jackson)

“This is one of the best books I’ve ever read.”

MARK DEVER, Senior Pastor, Capitol Hill Baptist Church

“C. J. Lovik’s new edition of The Pilgrim’s Progress almost takes one’s breath away. The text is readable, the notes are clear, and the illustrations are absolutely beautiful. This is a book to be in everyone’s library and will definitely occupy a prominent place in the libraries provided for Rafiki’s children and adults in Africa. It is a joy to know that Lovik’s edition of the Bunyan classic will be read by and to thousands of children throughout the world.”

ROSEMARY JENSEN, Founder and President, Rafiki Foundation; author of Praying the Attributes of God and Living the Words of Jesus

“The Pilgrim’s Progress has long been a favorite of many. Now there is even more to love with this beautiful, updated edition. Editor’s notes clarify the ideas in John Bunyan’s classic allegory, while footnotes show where in Scripture Bunyan found them. The detailed color illustrations will delight both new readers and long-time lovers of this beloved tale.”

STARR MEADE, author of Keeping Holiday and Training Hearts, Teaching Minds

“Like countless others, I have been greatly influenced by The Pilgrim’s Progres s. Charles Spurgeon called it ‘next to the Bible, the book that I value most.’ It has already inspired generations, and I am confident that this new edition will inspire the rising generation. It is refreshingly readable while remaining true to this timeless classic. The illustrations, Scripture references, and study notes make it a superb resource for family devotions and study groups.”

SUSAN HUNT, author of Spiritual Mothering

“The longer I journey through our dear Immanuel’s land, the more grateful I am for John Bunyan’s ‘dream’ and the cruel imprisonment that occasioned it. What a gift weary travelers have been given in this precious, timeless classic—and what beauty, insight, and encouragement was borne out of his suffering! Unafraid to challenge the outward trials of moralism, materialism, and persecution, humble enough to confess his own doubts and despair, Bunyan leads us on our way to the Celestial City we long to see. And what a gift modern readers have been blessed with in C. J. Lovik’s careful editing and Mike Wimmer’s luminous illustrations! This book is beautiful! The Pilgrim’s Progress has always been a cherished treasure, but this edition makes Christian’s story—our story—sing! I’m so thankful for it!”

ELYSE FITZPATRICK, author of Because He Loves Me and Comforts from the Cross

“If a picture truly does speak a thousand words, this version of The Pilgrim’s Progress will be the best of all. Combining the beauty of Mike Wimmer’s illustrations with this timeless classic is a stroke of genius.”

STEVE MURPHY, Publisher, Homeschooling Today magazine
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PUBLISHER’S FOREWORD

[image: 9781433506994_ebook_0012_003]
THE BUNYAN LEGACY

[image: 2]xcept for the Bible itself, The Pilgrim’s Progress is widely recognized as the most influential, beloved, and widely distributed book in the English language. First published in 1678, it became instantly popular throughout English culture, irrespective of education, economic status, or social class. It is widely regarded as a work of genius, though the author, John Bunyan (1628–1688), had only a limited, grade-school education and made his living at the tinker’s trade, going from house to house repairing pots and pans.

Bunyan’s achievement is all the more remarkable, given the fact that he was the object of extended religious persecution as a result of his call to preaching. From 1655 to 1660, Bunyan preached regularly at the local Bedford Baptist congregation and in the surrounding towns. But because he had not been licensed to preach by the established Church of England, he was imprisoned in the primitive conditions of the Bedford Jail beginning in early 1661, where he languished for the next twelve years. It is during this period, however, that Bunyan most likely wrote the original draft of The Pilgrim’s Progress, with a copy of the Bible providing his only reference material.

Written in the form of a highly imaginative allegory, The Pilgrim’s Progress tells the unforgettable story of Christian and the extreme, soul-threatening dangers he encounters on his journey to the Celestial City. But it is also much more than an allegory; in a sense, it is both the personal story of Bunyan and the universal story of anyone who undertakes the same eternal pilgrimage. The result is a masterpiece of literature as well as spiritual truth—a book that at one time was loved and read in nearly every home in England and North America, a book that has endured as a classic for more than three centuries.

ABOUT THIS EDITION

The purpose in publishing this edition of The Pilgrim’s Progress is to carry forward this treasured legacy for a new generation. With this as the objective, the text of this edition has only been lightly edited. Thus the intention of both the editor and the publisher has only been to update highly archaic words and awkward sentence structure, while retaining the beauty and brilliance of the original story. Likewise, the intention of this edition has never been to simplify or to change Bunyan’s original story, but to let the story unfold with all the power, truth, and remarkable creativity of the original. It is our hope and prayer, then, that the following pages will fascinate and captivate the hearts and minds of this generation today, as was the case when The Pilgrim’s Progress was first published more than three centuries ago.

It should be noted further that this new edition has become a reality only through the vision of the editor, C. J. Lovik. As the publisher of this edition we are deeply grateful to Mr. Lovik—for his lifelong love, from the age of nine, for John Bunyan and The Pilgrim’s Progress; for his literary skill and great care in editing the text; and for his painstaking labor of love in doing the editorial work over more than a decade. It is indeed a privilege to be entrusted with the publication of The Pilgrim’s Progress, which we seek to carry out in a manner worthy of Bunyan’s legacy.

Lastly, it is important to note the new art that was created specifically for this edition—the thirty, full-color, original paintings by the highly acclaimed artist, Mike Wimmer, which appear throughout the following pages. There is a sense in which these new paintings also carry forward the Bunyan legacy, in that many of the earliest editions of The Pilgrim’s Progress also included original, engraved illustrations. As was the case more than three hundred years ago, these new illustrations—beautifully rendered in exquisite detail and faithfulness to the story—will delight a new generation of children and adults and will powerfully reinforce the timeless truths of Bunyan’s original story.

It is with much appreciation, then—first to Bunyan for his timeless allegory of eternal realities and then to all those who have had a part in carrying forward the extraordinary Bunyan legacy—that we, as the publisher, commend this new edition of The Pilgrim’s Progress, for the eternal benefit of all who read this work and for the glory of God alone.

Lane T. Dennis, Ph.D.
President and Publisher, Crossway



EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

by C. J. Lovik
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[image: 3]he writings of John Bunyan have been an immeasurable gift to generations of English-speaking Christians. His most famous work, Pilgrim’s Progress, has provided rich nutrients to the soil out of which practical Christianity has flourished and borne much fruit. Bunyan was the supreme Bible teacher for “everyman.” To use an old illustration, it was Bunyan who placed the grain down on the barn floor where the little lambs could reach it, feast, and thrive.

There was nothing elitist or sophisticated about Bunyan, but there was something uniquely profound. Bunyan understood and expounded the timeless eternal truths of Holy Scripture—the miracle of redemptive grace and the battle every pilgrim must wage before he arrives at the Celestial City. And he did it in a way that even the simplest child could understand.

Since the age of nine years old, my appreciation and love for the works of Bunyan, especially Pilgrim’s Progress, has grown and deepened. There was a time when I rarely heard a sermon in which some incident from Pilgrim’s Progress was not used to illustrate a biblical truth. Many of those illustrations have guided me through my own pilgrimage. But, sadly, what was such a great benefit to me is enjoyed by only a relative few today.

In my late twenties I began teaching a class called “Pictures from Pilgrim’s Progress ,” a title borrowed from Charles Spurgeon. In those days, three or four decades ago, I did not need to ask for a show of hands from those who had read Pilgrim’s Progress, as all were familiar with the book. Even the unchurched were familiar with Pilgrim’s Progress, as it was on the required reading list for every public high school student. Today things are much different, and you would be hard-pressed to find one in twenty Christians who have read Pilgrim’s Progress. For those who are under thirty, the ratio would be even higher. And among those who were familiar with the book, it would typically not be the original text they had read but a children’s paraphrase.

Many skilled authors have attempted to bring Pilgrim’s Progress to modern English readers. I applaud their efforts and respect the desire to reclaim the lost readership this book once enjoyed. But it occurred to me, after reading many of these attempts, that something very important had been lost in the translation. In short, many of the truths that Bunyan so skillfully and artfully proposed had been dulled or skipped over in an attempt to keep the modern reader’s interest. In addition much of the antiquity of the work had been lost, and with it was lost the voice and tenor of Bunyan himself.

For anyone who wishes to “update” the original text of Pilgrim’s Progress , the challenge is indeed great. The English language has changed significantly in the last three hundred and fifty years. Scores of metaphors and sayings that were in common use and understood by all in the seventeenth century are now antiquated or obscure, creating a major obstacle for the modern reader. But in addition to this, the modern English reader often considers Bunyan’s literary form of allegory to be antiquated and inconsequential, thereby missing the vibrant truths that are so richly illustrated in Bunyan’s allegory.

The challenge of updating Bunyan’s classic—in a way that preserves the author’s voice and respects the antiquity of the work—was daunting and arduous. For nearly a year this was my constant focus—to prayerfully and carefully discern which stones on the path to leave untouched and which stones to adjust, however slight an adjustment may be necessary, to make the path passable once more (and glorious!) for the modern English reader. Likewise, my goal throughout has always been to respect the literary style of Bunyan and the truths he unfolded in his timeless narrative. The greatest compliment that I could receive after reading this updated edition of Pilgrim’s Progress is that the reader would be able to honestly say that he has really read and encountered Bunyan and his classic work.

It is my hope and prayer that Pilgrim’s Progress might once more be a blessing and inspiration to a new generation. Clearly Christians today are in great need of understanding, guidance, and encouragement. Thus it is my dream that in the pulpits of the English-speaking world Pilgrim’s Progress might once again come into prominence and popular understanding—and likewise in the hearts of individuals and the homes of families around the world. What a tremendous thing it would be if a whole generation were to rediscover the deep, eternal truths of Bunyan’s allegory—as an alternative and antidote to the lurid diet of Vanity Fair that is everywhere today in movies, videos, literature, and the Internet.

I have dedicated my efforts on this work to my gracious Lord and Savior, who is the author of all that is good and true. And having said this, I feel an obligation to add one more thing: As wonderful as Pilgrim’s Progress is, it is not the Bible, nor is it equal to the Bible in any way except as a brilliant commentary on the only Scriptures—the Old and New Testaments. Bunyan wanted his readers to understand that fact; and so, in his absence, I am compelled to pass this along to you—the Scriptures stand alone!

Finally, one cannot read much of Bunyan without coming into contact with his poems and rhymes. When Bunyan’s character Christian lost his burden at the foot of the cross, Bunyan exuberantly voiced the unimaginable joy of the event in a poem. This has inspired me to do the same. And so I offer my own poem to you, the reader, in hopes that it might be enjoyed by you and pleasing to my Lord.

The shadow of a wooden cross 
A rising Son displayed. 
In that place and on that day 
An ancient debt was paid.

Prophetic Word merged with flesh, 
With love bound to a tree. 
There justice met with mercy 
For all the world to see.

Divine the name of Him who hangs 
With emblem wounds of glory, 
Page of light that turned the night 
Into a different story. 

Joy was mixed with agony 
That day upon the tree. 
Reflecting on the Book of Life 
My Savior thought of me.

Love deep and wide and full and free, 
Love priceless and apart, 
Love stained with crimson hues and tears 
Has entered human hearts.

Look up, dear soul, and fix blind eyes 
Upon the Savior’s tree 
And you will find as others have, 
He makes the sightless see.

An unexpected resting place 
Was found beneath that tree, 
Where all my burdens came undone 
And I found liberty.

Now, as you immerse yourself in the following pages, may Bunyan’s timeless story come alive for you in all its rich allegorical power and beauty.
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Christian looks for a way of escape outside the City of Destruction.



Chapter One

PILGRIM’S GREAT DISTRESS

[image: 9781433506994_ebook_0020_003]
[image: 9781433506994_ebook_0020_007]s I walked through the wilderness of this world, I came to a certain place where there was a cave;1  and I lay down in that place to sleep. As I slept, I dreamed a dream, and in this dream I saw a man clothed in rags,2  standing in a place with his face turned away from his own house. He had a book in his hand and a heavy burden upon his back.a

I looked and saw him open the book and begin to read; and as he read, he wept and trembled. Not being able to contain himself, he cried out in a loud voice, “What shall I do?”b3

In this condition he went home and tried to keep to himself for as long as he could, so that his wife and children would not see him in distress. But after a short time his anguish had increased so much that he could not remain silent. So he began to share with his wife and children what was on his troubled mind; and this is what he told them:

“Dear wife and children, I am greatly troubled by this burden that torments me and grows and weighs so heavily upon me. Moreover, I have received information that the city in which we live will be burned with fire from Heaven.4  When this happens, all of us will be destroyed, unless (by a way I do not as yet see) some way of escape can be found, so that we may be delivered.”

Hearing this, his family was greatly amazed, not because they believed what he said to them was true, but because they thought that he was losing his mind. So as the evening approached, hoping that sleep might settle his mind, they quickly put him to bed.

But the night was as troublesome to him as the day. Instead of sleeping, he spent the night in sighs and tears. So when morning came, his family came to find out how he was doing. “Worse and worse,” he told them. He started speaking to them again about his fears and concerns, but they became cold toward him. They tried to change his outlook by treating him rudely. Sometimes they would deride, sometimes they would chide, and other times they would just ignore him.5

So he began retiring to his private room to pray for them and to pity them, and also to try to find consolation for his own misery. He would often walk alone in the fields, sometimes reading and sometimes praying; and for a long time this is how he spent his days.6

Then one day I saw the man walking in the fields (which he often did), reading in his book, and greatly distressed in his mind. As he read, he burst out, as he had done before, crying, “What shall I do to be saved?”c7 I noticed that he looked this way and then that way, as if he would run; yet he stood still, because he could not decide which way to go. Just then I looked and saw someone named Evangelist coming toward him.8  Evangelist came up to the man and asked, “Why are you crying out?”

He answered, “Sir, I understand from reading the book in my hand that I am condemned to die and after that to come to judgment.d  I am not willing to do the first,e  nor able to do the second.”f

[image: 9781433506994_ebook_0022_001]
Evangelist points Christian to the sheep gate.

Then Evangelist asked, “Why are you not willing to die, since this life is attended with so many evils?”

The man answered, “Because I am afraid that this burden that is on my back will sink me lower than the grave, and I shall fall into Hell.g

“And, sir,” continued the man, “if I am not ready to die, then I am not prepared to go to judgment and from there to execution. Thinking about these things distresses me greatly.”

Then Evangelist said, “If this is your condition, why are you standing still?”

The man responded, “Because I do not know where to go.”

Then Evangelist gave him a parchment and unrolled it so that the man could read, “Flee from the wrath to come.”h9  When he had read it, the man looked at Evangelist very carefully and said, “Which way should I run?”10

Then Evangelist, pointing with his finger to a very wide field asked, “Do you see the distant narrow gate?”i11

“No,” the man replied.

Then Evangelist asked, “Do you see the distant shining light?”j

“I think I do,” the man answered.

Then Evangelist said, “Keep that light in your eye, and go up directly toward it, and soon you will see the narrow gate. And when you finally come to the gate, knock and you will be told what to do.”12

So I saw in my dream that the man began to run. He had not run very far from his home when his wife and children, realizing what was happening, cried after him to return.k  But the man put his fingers in his ears and ran on crying, “Life! Life! Eternal life!” So without looking back, he fled toward the middle of the valley.

The neighbors also came out to see what was going on, and when they saw who it was that was running, some mocked him, others yelled out threats, and some cried after the man to return. Among those were two who decided to bring him back by force. The name of the one was Obstinate, and the name of the other was Pliable.13

Now by this time the man was a good distance away. But Obstinate and Pliable were determined to pursue him, which they did. Soon they caught up with him, and he asked them, “Why have you run after me?” The neighbors answered, “To persuade you to go back with us.”

“But that is not possible,” the man replied. “You live in the City of Destruction, the place where I was born; and I believe that if you stay in that city you will die sooner or later, and then you will sink lower than the grave, into a place that burns with fire and brimstone. Please consider, good neighbors, coming along with me.”

“What!” said Obstinate. “And leave our friends and comforts behind us?”

“Yes,” said the fleeing man Christian (for that was his name), “because all that you leave behind is not worthy to be compared with even a little of what I am seeking to enjoy.l  And if you will come along with me and not give up, we will both be blessed with treasure to spare, beyond anything we can imagine.m Come along with me and see if what I am telling you is not true.”

“What are you looking for?” Obstinate replied. “What is so valuable that you would turn your back on all the world to find it?”

“I am looking,” Christian explained, “for an ‘inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in Heaven.’n It is kept safe there to be given at the appointed time to those who diligently seek it.o You can read about it in my book.”

“Nonsense!” said Obstinate. “Away with your book. Will you come back with us or not?”

“No!” said Christian. “I have laid my hand to the plow and cannot look back. I have started this journey, and I must finish it.”p

“Come on, Pliable,” Obstinate urged his companion. “Let’s turn around and go home without him. There is a group of these mixed-up lunatics who get a crazy idea in their head and are wiser in their own eyes than seven men who can render a reason.”q

Then Pliable said, “Don’t be so harsh. If what the good Christian says is true, the things he is looking for are better than anything we have. I feel like I should go along with my neighbor.”

“What! More fools still?” Obstinate replied. “Do what I say, and go back. Who knows where this lunatic will lead you? Go back; go back and be wise.”

“Don’t listen to him,” Christian urged. “Come with me, Pliable. There are things to be gained such as I was telling you about, and many more glories besides. If you don’t believe me, read about it in this book; and as far as the trustworthiness of this book goes, it is all confirmed by the blood of Him who made it.”r  “Well, neighbor Obstinate,” said Pliable, “I have come to a decision. I have decided to go along with Christian and to cast in my lot with him.” Pliable thought for a second and then turned to Christian and asked, “But do you know the way to the desired place?”

“I was given directions by a man whose name is Evangelist,” Christian said. “He told me to go as quickly as I could to the little gate that is just up ahead, and once there we will receive instructions about the way before us.”

“Come then, good neighbor,” Pliable replied. “Let’s be going.” Then they went on together.

“And I will go back to my home,” said Obstinate. “I will not be a companion of such misled fanatical fellows.”

Now I saw in my dream, after Obstinate returned to the City of Destruction, that Christian and Pliable began to talk as they walked together through the middle of the valley. Thus they began to converse.

“I am glad,” Christian said, “that you were persuaded to come along with me. I am surprised that Obstinate returned so quickly to the City of Destruction. I think if he had felt the power and terror of the unseen, as I have, he would have been persuaded to come along with us.”

“Come, neighbor Christian, since it is just the two of us, tell me more about the wonderful things that await us when we arrive at the place to which we are going.”

“I can better conceive of them with my mind,” Christian explained, “than talk about them. But since you are interested, I will read about them from my book.”

“And do you think that the words of your book are true?” Pliable asked.

“Yes, very sure, for the words were written by the One who cannot lie,” Christian replied.s

“Well said; please tell me about the things that await us.”14  “There is an endless Kingdom to be inhabited and everlasting life to be given to us so that we may live in that Kingdom forever,”Christian explained.t “Well said. What else?” Pliable asked.

“We will be given crowns of glory and clothing that will make us shine like the sun!”u

“This sounds very pleasant. What else?”

“There shall neither be crying nor sorrow, for He who is owner of the place will wipe all tears from our eyes.”v “And what company shall we have there?” Pliable asked.

“We will be with seraphim and cherubimw and creatures who will dazzle your eyes when you look at them. You will meet with thousands who have gone before us to that place. None of them are hurtful, but all of them are loving and holy, every one walking in the sight of God and standing in His presence with acceptance forever. In a word, there we will see the elders with their golden crowns.x There we will see the holy virgins with their golden harps. There we will see men who were cut in pieces by the world, burnt in flames, eaten by beasts, drowned in the seas, suffering all this and more for the love they have for the Lord of the place.y  Everyone in that place is clothed with immortality, as with a robe.”

“Hearing about this is enough to excite my heart,” Pliable replied. “But are these things to be enjoyed by anyone? What do we have to do to share in all these things?”

“The Lord,” Christian replied, “the governor of the country, has recorded in this book that if we are truly willing to have it, He will give it to us freely.”z

“Well, my good companion, I am glad to hear about these things. Come, let’s hasten our pace,” Pliable replied.

“I cannot go as fast as I would like because of this burden that is on my back.”

Now I saw in my dream, just as they had finished talking, that they came near to a very miry swamp that was in the middle of the valley. Then suddenly both Christian and Pliable, who were not paying attention to where they were walking, fell into the swamp.  The name of the swamp was Despond. They wallowed there until they were both completely covered with mud. Christian, weighed down by the burden on his back, began to sink.

Then Pliable said, “Ah, neighbor Christian, where are you now?”

“Honestly,” said Christian, “I don’t know.”

Christian’s answer offended Pliable, who angrily said to Christian, “Is this the happiness you have been telling me about all the time we have been together? If we have this much difficulty at the beginning of our journey, what may we expect between now and the end of our journey? If I get out of this swamp alive, you can have the brave country that you’re so fond of talking about without me.” And with that he gave a desperate struggle or two and got out of the mire on the side of the swamp that was nearest to the City of Destruction. So away he went, and Christian never saw him again.15
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Help rescues Christian from the Swamp of Despond. 

 Christian was left to struggle in the Swamp of Despond alone. In spite of the difficulty, Christian still tried to get to the side of the swamp that was the furthest from the City of Destruction and nearest the narrow gate. He finally reached the edge of the swamp, but he could not, no matter how hard he tried, lift himself out of the swamp because of the heavy burden that was on his back.16  Just then I saw in my dream that a man whose name was Help came to him and asked, “What are you doing here?”

“Sir,” said Christian, “I was told to go this way by a man called Evangelist, who directed me also to the narrow gate so that I would escape the wrath to come. And as I was going there, I fell in here.”

“But why didn’t you look for the steps?” Help asked.17

“I was so frightened that I stepped the wrong way and fell into the swamp.”

Then Help said, “Give me your hand.” So Christian gave him his hand, and he pulled him out,aa set him on solid ground, and told him to go on his way.

Going over to the man who had pulled him out of the swamp, Christian asked, “Sir, since this swamp is right between the City of Destruction and the narrow gate, why hasn’t someone filled this swamp so that travelers could walk over it safely?”

“This miry swamp,” Help replied, “cannot be filled or repaired. It is the low spot where collects all the scum and filth that goes along with conviction for sin, and that is why it is called the Swamp of Despond. When a sinner is awakened to his lost condition, then doubts, fears, and discouraging apprehensions swell up in his soul, along with other miseries, which all get together and settle in this swamp. And that is why the ground is so bad in this place.

“It is not the pleasure of the King that this place should remain so bad.ab His laborers, at the direction of his Majesty’s surveyors, have been trying to repair it for sixteen hundred years. To the best of my knowledge, this place has swallowed up twenty thousand wheelbarrows of wholesome instruction brought from all corners of the King’s dominion. But even after all the best material for mending this swamp has been applied, it still remains the Swamp of Despond. There are, by the direction of the Lawgiver, good solid steps placed through the middle of the swamp, but the poor weather and filth that spews from the swamp make them hard to see. Even when the weather is good and the steps plainly seen, some men are so confused and mixed-up that they miss the steps and end up in the swamp. One thing you can be sure of, though—once you go through the narrow gate, the ground is good.”ac
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