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Endless War
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The U.S. is obsessed with war.

The destructive effects of this reverberate through all segments of society, all facets of everyday life, and negatively impact the lives of all decent, hard-working everyday citizens across America.

It has always been this way. The U.S. has been at war — perhaps more accurately, in lethal military confrontation and/or engagement — for 228 of the 245 years it has existed.

Which is not to say we are destined to continue on this calamitous path. The success of our nation need not be dependent on the might of its military, nor need it be predicated on making all the other nations of the world serve us as vassals, deferring to our wish and whim.

In fact, halting the current aggressive pursuit of world conquest and empire-building, reversing the unnecessary and wasteful build-up of military power, muting the war drums and arrogant bullying rhetoric, and ending the counterproductive and morally repugnant indoctrination of the populace with war as the only path to peace and world order, are not merely pleasant ideas. They are urgent and fateful requisites!

Always keep in mind, nothing about the madness of war fever which grips powerful players at the highest levels of both the government and the military-industrial complex is inevitable or irreversible. With the increasing risk of a nuclear conflict between the U.S. and Russia and/or China, prioritizing peace is a matter of survival for our nation and the entire human race.

But changing the suicidal priorities our nation is now pursuing will take the best efforts of determined activists and a cogent plan.

This succinct book offers such a plan.

When this plan — what I call the ‘Peace Dividend Strategy’ — was first conceived, I described it as “The Most Controversial Proposal in the History of the World”.

This isn’t because what you will discover on these pages is in any way outrageous, impossible, irrational, or superficial. It’s not silly, unreasonable, contentious, divisive, offensive, myopic, or lacking clarity and coherence.

It’s controversial because it demands to an extent never seen before, something which standing governments abhor: Total responsibility and accountability for their actions and errors.

It’s controversial because it puts the judgment of citizens above that of arrogant politicos who apparently now view the advice and consent of the governed as irrelevant, just an annoying distraction.  

It’s controversial because it unequivocally calls out blunders and demands complete and total redress. No negotiations. No compromises. No excuses.

History tells us typically the only way a political transformation of this scope and intensity occurs, is with a violent revolution, when heads roll and the people forcefully take back the power they believe they rightfully deserve.

The plan offered here is revolutionary but intended to avoid such a bloody conflict. It is a proposal, a strategy, not a call to arms.

As will be incontrovertibly established, the U.S. public has been wronged. It has been egregiously insulted, deceived, and manipulated. Apologies are not adequate, though a good place to start.

On the contrary, proper redress will only be achieved when the perpetrators of this fraud on the American public, FULLY COMPENSATE THE VICTIMS — you and I! — and immediately redirect the energies and resources of our nation toward serving the interests of all its citizens, while fully guaranteeing that abuse of this scale will never be repeated. This means henceforth using military force as an absolute last resort and purely defensively, moreover applying our abundant creativity, our human and national assets, to building a strong and harmonious America, instead of squandering them on imperial adventurism across the planet.

The Peace Dividend is a form of intervention. Our leaders have become drunk on power, addicted to aggression, mentally unstable prima donnas, immersed in delusions of world empire, imprisoned in the bubble of their megalomania, insularity and personal sense of importance and entitlement. They are pathologically habituated to recklessness, hubris, and confrontation.

They are seriously sick.

The Peace Dividend is the first step toward rehabilitation.

The Peace Dividend will isolate and delegitimize our current misguided leaders, such that they can no longer promote pointless death and destruction across the globe. They’ll be powerless to ever again impose endless war on innocent Americans and a world community that longs for peace. 

Finally, the Peace Dividend will begin to rehabilitate a hapless citizenry which itself has been compromised morally and financially by the diseases of unbridled militarism, imperial aggression, and the myth of exceptionalism.

This rehabilitation, this renewal of the unique and timeless values that are at the core of our society and nation, begins with us — each and every one of us — unified in our love for our country and a shared vision of what could be. As peace-loving, sane, decent everyday citizens, we are in the vast majority and deserve better than rule by a tiny cabal of sociopathic warmongers.

Real peace is possible and necessary — more than ever before.
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What Is the Peace Dividend?
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In 1992 the USSR — our geopolitical nemesis for over the four decades of the Cold War — officially ceased to exist. It dissolved. The “Iron Curtain” disappeared. America was declared the only existing superpower in the world.

It was an optimistic time.

No longer was the world to live under threat of nuclear Armageddon.

No longer did we have to devote so much of our time and energy to fighting Communism and holding the USSR at bay.

We in America especially were to be the beneficiaries of this “victory” over the Soviet Union, the only nation in our history capable of destroying us.

Since far less of the military spending necessary to maintain our nuclear arsenal and vast offensive and defensive weapons systems was required now that the Soviet threat was gone, there would now be plenty of money to devote to other things — better education, parks, schools, communities, a better life for all Americans.

What we were promised was called the “peace dividend”.

It never arrived.

In fact, the record shows the military budget for 25 of the next 34 years substantially increased.

There was always something we needed, some new military equipment.

But that’s only part of the picture.

During the Clinton years and proceeding right up to the present, it seems there was always a conflict to be resolved, a country to be attacked, a war to be fought. We were told we had to save the world and spread democracy.

Thus, we needed even more military junk, more troops on the ground.

Americans were confused, sometimes frustrated.

But they went along.

They shouldn’t have.

Because most of the military junk, and all the conflicts, interventions, rescue missions, bombing raids, invasions, proxy wars and direct wars were completely and totally unnecessary. You name it ...

Bosnia.

Panama.

Afghanistan.

Iraq.

Libya.

Syria.

Now Ukraine.

And Gaza. Maybe Iran? Venezuela?

And, of course, China.

All this conflict ... completely and totally unnecessary!

None of these “enemies” ever attacked us, or even posed a threat to us.

Worst of all, so many countries were destroyed, so many people made refugees, so much chaos and anger and hatred created in the Middle East and parts of Europe, with serious confrontations now ramping up in Asia with China, the world is now more dangerous than it was before all this started.

After causing so much carnage and destruction, America is now regarded internationally not as a beacon of justice and hope, but as a major threat to peace on the planet. Some polls say it’s the greatest threat!

Nice work, eh? 

And guess what?

You paid for it!

The citizens of America paid to make it a more dangerous world.

The citizens of America paid to make us hated.

Now, who benefited from all of it?

You’re not going to like this ...

The same people who always benefit from war and other people’s misery: The rich and powerful, the wealthy investors with stock holdings in Lockheed Martin, Boeing, Northrop Grumman, SAIC, General Dynamics, Honeywell, Raytheon, L-3 Communications, United Technologies, Bechtel, Humana, Halliburton, Academi, Huntington Ingalls, the list goes on.

You paid.

They profited.

You got poorer.

They got richer.

Your hard-earned tax dollars, paid by you in good faith, trusting that our leaders would put all of that money to proper use, went right into the bank accounts of the rich and powerful, the folks who already control most of the nation’s wealth — but, of course, won’t be satisfied until they have it all.

War is one of the best investments in the world.

Fire tens of thousands of missiles.

Build more.

Fire billions of rounds of ammunition.

Manufacture more.

Blow up whole countries.

Then hire American companies to rebuild them.

Get the picture?

Our roads and bridges are falling apart while we have spent billions to rebuild roads and bridges in Iraq and Afghanistan. Next, they’ll be talking about rebuilding Ukraine. Or developing Gaza into Las Vegas II.

Our schools are falling apart while we build schools, roads, factories, and resorts in countries most of us couldn’t find on a map a few years ago.

For 34 years, instead of being given a peace dividend, we were subjected to the biggest scam in the history of the world.

American taxpayers were ripped off for more than $9.12 trillion dollars!

That’s $9.12 TRILLION, with a ‘T’!
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All that money went directly from your pocketbooks, your wallets, your family budgets, right into the coffers of major corporations. Then ultimately the profits from these companies were funneled into the bank accounts of their rich and powerful investors — it’s a direct pipeline from struggling middle class and poor people to the affluent class, many of whom are already incomprehensibly wealthy.

The Peace Dividend Strategy is predicated on simple truths. All these unnecessary wars, all the military build-up, all 700+ military bases blanketing the globe, the upgrading of our nuclear arsenal, the procurement of unneeded weaponry, all the colossal waste in the Department of Defense, none of it was the result of “honest mistakes”, miscalculations, misunderstandings, errors in judgement. No, they all were the intentional, carefully cultivated fruits of calculated deceptions, patently misleading propaganda, shrewdly designed ruses, pre-meditated lies, false narratives, disinformation campaigns, massive brainwashing, serving skewed priorities and an agenda we the people certainly never voted for. The $9.12 trillion represents the biggest con in human history! 

Putting it bluntly: OUR MONEY WAS STOLEN FROM US!

And incidentally, that $9.12 trillion is just what we’ve been bilked out of since 1992. This sinister gaming of reality has been going on for a long time.

One example.

Even though the U.S. was the first to develop an atomic bomb, we were told in the 1950s that the Soviets had caught up and developed their own nuclear weapons. They were building a stockpile of nuclear bombs. When the Soviets put Sputnik into orbit, then shortly afterwards had the first dog in low orbit circling the Earth, our government told us that was proof positive they were capable of dropping their nuclear bombs on the Land of the Free. If we didn’t do something, soon there would be mushroom clouds across America, our towns and cities turned into rubble and radioactive dust, and millions of U.S. citizens vaporized in a nuclear attack.

This was the beginning of the nuclear arms race with the USSR. To guarantee our survival, we had to make sure we had more nukes than them.

The U.S. eventually built 66,500 nuclear bombs, 53% of the global total. The Soviet Union seeing America’s build-up followed suit. For several years in the 1980s, both arsenals exceeded 60,000 atomic and hydrogen bombs — enough to destroy the world hundreds of times over. 

In the end, the U.S. eventually disassembled or eliminated 59,000.

Just stop and think about it. Is any if this supposed to make sense?

In the first place, nuclear weapons can never be used. Any nuclear attack would quickly escalate. Both warring parties would be completely destroyed, their entire populations in all likelihood dead. This was the basis of a policy known as MAD — mutual assured destruction. It was the ultimate deterrent. Both sides understood that a nuclear attack would be suicidal. 

Furthermore, we now know that even a limited nuclear war would result in a phenomenon called nuclear winter. The released smoke, ash and dust would shroud the Earth, temperatures would plummet, agricultural would be severely compromised, in many regions rendered impossible, and billions — billions! — of people across the globe would starve.

Even so, despite the obvious, sheer insanity of possessing and threatening to use nuclear weapons, the U.S. spent tens of billions of dollars manufacturing 66,500 such weapons, then scrapped almost 90% of them. Oh yeah, tons of money were spent. And though most of it was completely and totally wasted, make no mistake about it: tons of money were pocketed from this lunacy! 

Now the cruel irony at the very onset of this campaign of abuse and prevarication: We now know that back in the 1950s, the Soviet Union did not have hundreds of nuclear weapons. Far from it. The actual total was FIVE! You read that correctly. They had five! Moreover, government archives have shown that the USSR had no intention or plans to attack the U.S. or its European allies. None. And as legendary whistleblower Daniel Ellsberg points out in his book, The Doomsday Machine: Confessions of a Nuclear War Planner, our spy masters — who were very good at the time — in all likelihood knew all of this. But because it didn’t fit the ‘Be afraid! Be very afraid!’ bogeyman narrative the government was concocting to make an existential enemy out of the Soviets, they couldn’t tell the public the truth.

Yes, it was all fearmongering to get us gullible citizens behind a colossal build-up of our military capabilities — still going on. Just scary propaganda and outright lies as an excuse for squandering our hard-earned money.

See how this works?

Panic the public into accepting some decision or strategy which were it properly informed, it would fiercely reject. Pass ‘Go’ and collect $200 billion. 

Fast forward to the present: Now we’re being told that it’s a very scary world out there and we must upgrade both our nuclear arms, and all the systems needed to deliver them. Official projected cost close to $1 trillion! Real cost? $1.5 TRILLION! Yes ... $1.5 trillion to upgrade the nuclear weapons we can never use. 

Folks ...

We are being CONNED AGAIN!

This will never stop, folks, unless we the people stop it. There’s no end in sight. Trillions more will be sucked into the war machine — trillions more of our money — then migrate into the bank accounts of the ultra-wealthy.

It’s time to stop the insanity!

It’s time to stop the theft!

It’s time for us to act.

It’s time to get our peace dividend.

It’s long overdue and immediately payable.

It’s time we got our money back.

All $9.12 trillion of it!
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A Rational, Focused, Effective, Game-Changing

Strategy for Ending the Military Madness


[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Peace Dividend Strategy
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Until WE THE PEOPLE legally take the power from those who now commandeer the machinery for setting foreign policy, who shape our military priorities and agenda, who currently view themselves as the indispensable, infallible rulers of the planet, until WE THE PEOPLE are able to decide the direction of our country, create a legal and economic framework which serves all of the people, not just the rich and powerful, the U.S. will continue to bully other countries, topple governments, kill innocent people for geopolitical advantage, create conflict and chaos, inflict untold misery and suffering on everyone on the planet — including increasingly its own citizens — and provoke Russia and China into a major, possibly human life-ending conflict. The rich will just get richer and our best and finest will be sent into battle to protect their investment portfolios.

The Peace Dividend strategy is a practical plan for achieving a very specific goal. That goal is regime change in Washington DC, i.e. replacing the pro-war, pro-Wall Street, anti-democratic, power-drunk megalomaniacs now in control, with individuals who reflect the real values and priorities of real people living real lives. It’s about getting rid of the lapdogs and liars and electing honest individuals who will answer to and serve the people who put them in office. 

Thus, the Peace Dividend strategy is about achieving power, putting it into the hands of a democratically empowered citizenry, reversing the disastrous trajectory of our foreign policy and aggressive pursuit of world domination, and implementing peaceful solutions for the monumental problems confronting the world in these challenging, tumultuous times.

To lay a foundation for citizen engagement and activism, the Peace Dividend strategy focuses on the abuse of political and military power from 1992 to the present. This time frame is chosen quite intentionally. To achieve its stated goal, the Peace Dividend strategy presents a carefully constructed, entirely accurate and truthful narrative and message which the general public, at least 150-200 million of them, will grasp, appreciate, and embrace. The message is the driving energy for very simple and achievable action.

Why take this approach?

Most peace messaging unfortunately is too abstract, too broad, too philosophical. It might seem noble and inspiring to those already in the peace movement, good folks dedicated to achieving a world without war. But to everyday citizens who are bogged down and preoccupied with the more practical pursuits of survival, raising a family, holding down a job, making it from one paycheck to the next, most of the appeals currently wielded by peace activists sound like hippie slogans and pie-in-the-sky pining. Often such activists are viewed as social misfits who are out of touch with reality.

The reason is obvious. People can’t feel much empathy for bombing victims in Yemen or refugees in Syria, when members of their immediate family are suffering. Everyday folks can’t pay attention to our aggressions in the South China Sea and on Russia’s borders, when they need to pay attention to keeping a job and food on the table.

The approach of the Peace Dividend strategy is simple and direct: Just tell people the truth! Tell the truth about our endless wars and bloated DOD budgets! Expose the whole “defense industry” game for what it is: an enormous con, a rip-off, a massive fraud perpetrated on the American citizenry. The Afghanistan War was based on lies. The Iraq War was based on lies. Destroying Libya was based on lies. Attacking Syria was based on lies. The need to upgrade our nuclear weapons is a lie. The need for a Space Force is a lie. The need to go to war with Russia is a lie. The need to go to war with China is a lie. It goes on and on. Trillions and trillions of dollars wasted! Manufactured crises. Manufactured consent.

And then crucially, we connect all this fraud and waste to the rough times people are going through ... War is making us poor! ... indeed.

People should be very angry. When they see what’s really happening, they will be very angry! Trillions of our taxpayer dollars have gone up in smoke. OUR MONEY has been squandered and our future mortgaged. The facts don’t lie. It’s even been on the nightly news recently! How $2.3 trillion was wasted in a 22-year war in Afghanistan, which to rub salt in our wounds WE LOST!

The Peace Dividend strategy doesn’t stop there. The war criminals and their puppets in Congress and the White House have stolen our money.

We want our money back!

WE DEMAND OUR MONEY BACK!

The Peace Dividend refund currently totals $27,522 for each and every living U.S. citizen.
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Everybody gets the same amount. Warren Buffet and Jeff Bezos get the same as you and your 10-year-old kid, your grandma, and the guy who picks up your trash. $27,522 for each and every living U.S. citizen.

That’s over $100,000 for a family of four. 
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Yes, we want back at least some portion of the trillions taken from us as good, decent citizens, under false pretenses, based on a pack of lies, then used to fight unnecessary wars and buy military junk we never needed. Money which just ends up in the coffers of the defense industry, and ultimately in the bank accounts of wealthy investors who profit from the never-ending wars. It’s been a pipeline right from the pocketbooks of everyday citizens and their meager family budgets, to the already incomprehensibly rich.

Please understand ... this is not helicopter money. It’s not Covid relief. It’s not UBI. It’s not a bribe. It’s not socialism. IT’S A REFUND!

It’s everyday citizens getting back money which NEVER should have been taken from them in the first place and putting that money back in their bank accounts where it belongs.
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Yes, that’s right ... $9.12 TRILLION! ... back where it belongs. 

Another way to look at this:  We are demanding “war reparations” in the form of a Peace Dividend Refund, for the war the power-drunk, war-crazed lunatics have been waging, not just on our alleged enemies, but on us, our families, our communities, our schools.

FOR THE WAR THEY’VE BEEN WAGING ON THE TRUTH!

Which brings up an obvious question ... 

Will our establishment politicians, now in the pockets of defense industry and Wall Street, beholden to the imperial fantasies of the neocon fanatics, go along with this?

Absolutely not! THAT’S THE POINT OF THIS STRATEGY. If our elected officials can’t serve the people, we send them packing. These folks are fabulously talented. They can become an Amway distributor or a greeter at Walmart. Their phony smiles are perfect for any number of job opportunities.

Then again, there’s a slim possibility a few of the establishment politicians will come around. That’s fine. It’s entirely their choice: But either they commit in writing with the Peace Dividend candidate contract to refund our money or ... WE DON’T VOTE FOR THEM. We identify and vote for someone who will. Then we’ll get a government that works for we the people. And Walmart or Target will get a bubbly employee at the front entrance to smile and greet shoppers ... just in time for Halloween or Black Friday.

Is such an ultimatum really necessary?

YES! It has come to this. 

The reason is simple. The war machine will continue to accelerate until we stop it.

At the same time, there’s hope. There’s a very proven method for stopping our out-of-control government from further squandering. It’s a proven method! Works every time ...

Empty the vault! No money. No money for military expansion. No money. No money for imperial wars.

This is exactly what the conservatives have done to us for years, only we’re turning the tables. THEY spend all the money on war and military. “Oh gosh, good people. We ran out of money. Sorry. We have to cut social programs. And there’s nothing now to fix our infrastructure. Or arrange for good health care.”

Ah hah! We see how this works! So ...

We do exactly the same thing to them. THE REFUND (now we’re getting to the real reason for such an outrageous, drastic approach) EMPTIES THE VAULT. Refund $9.12 trillion to THE PEOPLE. Oops! No money for war! “Oh gosh, warmongers. We ran out of money. Sorry. You’ll have to close the bases. Start with Guantanamo and Okinawa. And we’ll have to cancel all that silly militarization of outer space. And the upgrading our nuclear weapons? Out of the question. Building more bases, bombers, ships, tanks, and missiles? FUHGEDDABOUDIT!”

By the way, if you don’t think we can afford a peace dividend refund, stop right there. See the section, Paying for the Peace Dividend Refund, coming up.

Do you folks get this? This is so obvious. This could work!

But instead, we flounder around talking about trimming this and trimming that. SCREW THE TRIMMING! Get people angry! Show them the LIES! The outrageous waste and fraud. Get people to DEMAND THEIR PEACE DIVIDEND REFUND ... $27,522 for every single citizen! Spend the money on THE PEOPLE! No money for senseless wars!

Citizens have asked over and over ...

How can the people get the power back?

How can we get our military, our economy, our government back on track?

We make it simple ... 

ONLY VOTE FOR PEACE DIVIDEND CANDIDATES!

If we get a veto-proof majority in the House and the Senate, when these newly elected representatives go to DC and pass the Peace Dividend legislation, EVERYTHING CHANGES! Just take a moment with your favorite evening refreshment and think about it. EVERYTHING CHANGES ... at least for now. People get a windfall. The endless expansion of the DOD is stopped in its tracks. The MIC has to completely rethink and retool. And we can actually talk about things that matter to most Americans. The entire two-party duopoly gets turned on its head. Why? Because 99% of the establishment candidates from the two major parties will refuse to go along with this. They’ll fight it tooth, nail, cloak, dagger ... go nuclear, go INSANE! I already know the kaka that they’ll be spewing. You do too. You hear it every time anybody wants to do something for THE PEOPLE of this country. I can hear the whining already.

Listen, folks. We’ve got nothing to lose here. Here’s the worst-case scenario ...

Even if we don’t get our refund, if we get this in front of the public, if we get media to pay attention to this idea — and yes, if in 250 congressional races THIS were a big deal, it would be headline news on MSM —  for the first time in decades we’ll be talking about the insanity and waste and lies surrounding the endless wars. We’ll be talking about PEACE for a change! And maybe have a serious discussion about how truly screwed up the priorities are right now.

Please always keep this thought front-and-center: The Peace Dividend Project has a very specific objective. Stop the war machine before it destroys the country and possibly ends all life on the planet. That’s our main goal. 

Of course, I feel horrible for the people in Yemen, Ukraine, Syria, Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua, and all the other victims of U.S. military aggression and twisted foreign policies. They don’t deserve the misery inflicted on them.

But none of them are HERE in the belly of this horrible beast. None of them can vote. We start here and if we can stop the hate and lies inside our borders, we can start spreading the love and truth outside our borders. Maybe the world will forgive us our previous sins and we can get a fresh start.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Calculating the Peace Dividend Refund
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Let me be completely candid with you.

The government owes us a lot more than $9.12 trillion.

Funding for our wars is on top of the regular DOD budget. Consider this. According to Brown University Costs of War Project: “Through Fiscal Year 2022, the United States federal government has spent and obligated $8 trillion dollars on the post-9/11 wars in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq and elsewhere.”
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Beyond this war budgeting subterfuge, there are a host of defense-related projects tucked away in the spread sheets of other departments. For example, all our nuclear research, including design, testing and manufacture of nuclear weapons, is funded through the Department of Energy.

Then there are the “black budgets”, i.e. funding for special operations by the CIA, the NSA, the NRO. It’s estimated that at any given time, there are over 80 special op campaigns in play across the globe, attempts to interfere with and destabilize foreign governments. Even Congress is not privy to much of this.

And how much of the colossal budget of the Department of Homeland Security — for FY2025 the DHS has been allocated $107.9 billion — is really necessary? After all, the War on Terror is arguably a gigantic hoax, another exploitation of the fear factor as an excuse to justify the current regime of police-state surveillance of U.S. citizens.

These and other “unknowables” make it all but impossible to come up with an exact total for the entire amount of tax dollars taken under false pretenses from the American public. It’s a huge amount of money, for sure.

To avoid any challenges, frivolous or otherwise — in other words, to make our figures “bulletproof” — in calculating the amount of the Peace Dividend Refund, we chose an approach that is simple, straightforward, and unassailable. Using the government’s own official figures for each year’s Department of Defense budget allocation, we totaled the excess. That is, any amount which exceeded the official DOD budget for 1992 — the year the USSR vanished and the year our peace dividend was initially promised — was added to the total. It looks like this: 
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And THAT is how we everyday citizens were robbed of $9.12 trillion!
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Paying for the Peace Dividend Refund
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Understandably, the first reaction we get when we tell people we’re going to get the U.S. government to refund to its citizens $9.12 trillion is: “What?  We can’t afford that.  Our government is already in hock over $38 trillion and every year since 2000, we’ve been running a deficit.”

Considering that the deficit spending — which has been the focus of acrimonious debates, theatrical ultimatums, government shutdowns, and a celebrated hand grenade tossed back and forth in the political blame game — is both unnecessary and entirely intentional, the crucial impact of the Peace Dividend is it decisively remedies the fiscal recklessness.  Basically, the Peace Dividend refund drives a whole host of fundamental reforms which will over time help to put our financial house in order. That, however, is a topic for another time.

The Peace Dividend is paid out over four years. Thus, each fiscal year we are required to come up with just under $2.2 trillion.

Here’s how we do it. Here’s how we raise a minimum of $2.28 trillion dollars four years in a row ...

$600 billion ... cut from the official DOD budget.

$43 billion ... cut from State and USAID budget.

$40 billion ... cut from Homeland Security Department agency budgets.

$32 billion ... cut from the black budgets of the NSA and CIA.

$110 billion ... raised closing tax loopholes, taxing offshored money.

$100 billion ... ending unnecessary, counter-productive corporate welfare.

$400 billion ... by making corporations pay their fair share of taxes.

$140 billion... raised from financial transaction tax on public trading.

$196 billion ... raised via a carbon tax of $30 per metric ton of CO2.

$400 billion ... by issuing Peace Bonds for investing in a peaceful future.

$600 billion ... raised by issuing domestic-use-only U.S. Peace Dollars.

Whoa! We better slow down!  We’re already over $2.5 trillion!

Granted, this plan will have to be fine-tuned by acclaimed and self-anointed experts.  But before the proselytizers and pretenders armed with skepticism and razor-edge hatchets subject us to their pompous, pedantic and patronizing pruning, just bear this first and foremost in mind ...

The Peace Dividend is a refund owed to every U.S. citizen.  This is a given.  Read this book carefully.  It’s all right here.  We didn’t make this stuff up.  The facts are clear.  We got them from the government itself.  American citizens have been the victims of the greatest rip-off of tax money in the history of the world.  They deserve — and should demand, no excuses, no negotiation, no compromise — a full refund.  No analysis can alter this reality.

Yes, it may be unprecedented.  It most certainly is controversial. Traditionalists and those who have a vested interest in maintaining the status quo — because it keeps them wealthy and in the centers of power — will declare it outrageous!  Insane!  Irresponsible!  Impossible!

But the real truth is, what’s truly outrageous, insane, irresponsible and impossible, is to promote and pursue never-ending war, to keep needlessly killing innocent people — including our own fine young men and women in uniform — and to continue turning America into the pariah of the world community with endless wars, incessant bombing, and support of terrorist proxies. What’s truly outrageous, insane, irresponsible and impossible, is spreading chaos, destruction and death, fomenting terrorist attacks and an unparalleled refugee crisis across the globe. Yes, what’s truly outrageous, insane, irresponsible and impossible, is the pursuit of a psychopathic agenda of imperial conquest, which has destroyed our democracy and imposed a savage regime of paranoia and insecurity here at home, i.e. the guileful and fraudulent War on Terror.  This madness must be stopped, or America will crumble under the weight of its own hubris, recklessness, and delusions of grandeur.

The point here is a simple one.  What’s not lacking here are the mechanics of finding and refunding the money. 

What’s lacking is the political will and courage.  What’s lacking is any sense of responsibility among our corrupt pay-for-play political leaders. What’s tragically lacking is the public awareness of how far out-of-control the situation truly is. Were people to wake up to what’s really going on with our military madness, imperial delusions of world empire, and the ruthless oppression of everyday citizens under a carefully crafted, systematic, propaganda-fueled, entirely orchestrated regime of totalitarian control by the Deep State, prompted by literally a handful of rich and powerful elites, HEADS WOULD ROLL! 

Maybe we’re being naive, but we’re hoping it won’t come to that.  With 300 million privately owned guns in hand, if things start getting violent, we can only expect a bloodbath to unfold.  Our sincere hope is that the urgently required regime change is still possible without violence.  We achieve this by replacing any uncooperative legislators with ones who understand that their obligations are first and foremost to their constituents, that being elected to represent us, demands that they actually will represent us, putting our welfare and the health of our families and communities ahead of all else.

We propose the Peace Dividend as a decisive test.  It’s a line in the sand.

Either “they” are for it or against it.

Thus, it’s how we decide who to vote for.  If a candidate won’t support it by signing an ironclad contract to guarantee his or her support — which he or she will honor as legally-binding! — then we find one who will.

The games are over. The rich and powerful plutocrats have had a good run.  They’ve bled the country and its citizens dry.  Now it’s payback time.

If the politicos who’ve created and perpetuated the mess we’re in can’t own up to the error of their ways and fix the problem, beginning with proper redress in the form of a full refund of the money taken fraudulently from good, decent, hard-working Americans, then they are not serious about making the necessary changes, regardless of what they say. They’re just blowing smoke.

Either they give us our money back, or they get their walking papers.

They do not deserve our support and will be removed — unelected — from office.
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Let’s now talk about those last two items listed for funding the peace dividend refund: peace bonds and peace dollars.
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Peace Bonds
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Funding war has always been a priority. 

Funding peace is another matter.

In World War I, the U.S. issued Liberty Bonds to raise money for the war. Before World War II, Series E, F and G U.S. Savings Bonds were being promoted. Right after the attack on Pearl Harbor, these were sold as War Bonds. After the war, the name was switched back.

Many older readers will remember U.S. Savings Bonds being popular when they were kids. They were promoted as birthday and graduation presents and remained in the spotlight right up until five to ten years ago, when people were no longer inclined or able to save money, therefore stopped buying them.

However, I have not been able to find any record in our history books of anything called Peace Bonds.

There should be.
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World War II war bond.

If we can raise money for war, we sure as hell can raise money for peace.

Peace Bonds could be made available to U.S. citizens, providing an opportunity to invest in a “peaceful America”, meaning only non-military projects and initiatives. Perhaps a new version of Kennedy’s Peace Corps? How about a domestic community service peace corps? One that serves the people of those communities who have been devastated by the exporting of jobs, grotesque wealth inequality, systemic racism, citizen marginalization?

For people in the U.S. who want to promote peace, some of their Peace Dividend refund could be cycled back into funding the Peace
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