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243,243 years ago. Three days before vernal
equinox.

2 5:04 PM. =

i Southwest of present-day Lusaka, Zambia. Not
so far from -15.5607, 28.13061. :

.. Fire dims and fills the cave with smoke. Outside
the rain falls harder. Trees shake and crack. As
the storm grows so does darkness.

. Young Boy. With spear. Stands by entrance. :

2 Young Girl. With small rock. Huddles by fire. ::





OEBPS/images/Dani_9780375714955_epub3_036_r1.jpg
AUOW JO S}0[ PUe S307T ASUOW ISNL "9PISUL [[Bq SUI[MO] OU ST 819Y} Ing

«[FTATS UBOTIOUIY UuIyond,,






OEBPS/images/Dani_9780375714955_epub3_037_r1.jpg
Rain

...
o..OO

Signiconic

0000-

[ 4
oooooo

Planetarity

Violence

Custody





OEBPS/images/Dani_9780375714955_epub3_041_r1.jpg
:. Fire dead. :*

=2 Boy goes back to entrance.

:. Others return soon. :*

2o No. *

:. Others return soon and do fire. :*
:iNo. *

: Mother return soon and do fire. :*

22 Girl shakes head and starts to strike the rock she holds against rocks encircling
the smoldering embers. **

:. Bring stars.
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i But no matter how hard Girl tries, her stones produce no spark. **
:. Give. ¢
i But no matter how hard Boy tries, no spark leaps forth. Girl whimpers.

:. Mother bring stars. When others return. :*

= Girl whimpers more. Boy keeps smashing stone against stone until Girls stone
breaks apart. *

:. See! No stars but color. :*
: Color?

:. Ha! Color! *
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:- How return you here first? :*
:. Need fire. =
:. Where others? =
:! Fire dimming. **
:. Where mother? *
:! Fire dimdimming.
2 Boy goes to Girl. Spears pit, stirs. Flames fail to emerge.
;2 Killing fire. =

22 Boy adds more wood but just produces more smoke. **
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:. Ha! Others will be angry. :*

22 Girl stops smiling. **
:. No others. :*
:. Mother will be angry.
:. No mother. :*
:. Where everyone? :*
s lsaw.
: Where mother? =

@ lsaw.
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:. Close? :*

: Yes. f

:. Take me.

:iNo. ™

:. I have spear. :*

:. No spear. *

:. You saw? *

@ lsaw.

:. Take me. :*
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22 The stone is ochre. And for the first time, Girl smiles. She wipes wet hair out of her
eyes to examine the pellow. Boy draws a line on her check. Girl smiles again.

:iHall

2 Boy then disappears deeper into the cave and returns with a variety of pigments.
Girl looks scared. This is not allowed. **

:. I make you strong like others. | make you ready like others. :*

22 Boy applies ochres to Girl's face. The more he smiles, the more she smiles. He cov-
ers her face with yellow, pink, black, and brown. **

i Outside, the storm builds. Darkness too. Flashes of lightning silhouette trees.
Shadows slash across cave walls. Thunder soon follows. Echoes fill the rocky

depths. =
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;o Me?

:. Okay. *

:- All colors? &*

:: Okay.

2t Girl draws a wide stripe across Boy's nose. She has picked red. **

:. Make me strong like others. Make me ready like others. :*
it Girl stops.

: Don’t stop. ¢

22 Girl continues. Yellow now, then pink. Then brown. Black too. The more she
smiles, the more he smiles. **
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22 Girl takes Boy's spear and stirs remaining embers. After a while, she raises the
black point to his eyes, and when he backs away she raises the point before her
eyes. Then she blows softly until an ember reveals itself. Girl blows harder and the
point glows brighter. Girl then paints the air. Across the dark, she slashes bright
lines, burning curves, like two immense eyes. *

i Boy whimpers and runs out of cave. Then quickly returns. Girl takes Boy’s hand
and together they head into the depths. Lightning casts more shadows. More sil-
houettes. Thunder already there. More than thunder< *

:. €For alternate set variants of gestural translations, including alveolar clicks, numer-
ous sibilants, bilabial fricatives, retroflex approximants, pharyngeal consonants, see

19210491-07289230-030566763230, order VI, v.26, n.13. .
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who Said That? ™

“If God did not exist,

it would be necessary

to invent him.”

3) Frangois-Marie Arouet LJ
4) 7ach Galifianakis
5) René Descartes
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Kids, man. They never know when they are.

— Sheila Nightingale
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